
Chanukkah Songs 
 

Chanukkah, Oh Channukah  
Chanukkah, O Chanukkah 
A yontev a sheyner 
A lustiger a freylicher 
Nito noch azoyner 
Ale nacht in dreydl shpiln mir 
Zudigheyse latkes esn mir  
Geshvinder tsindt kinder 
Di dininke lichtelech on 
Zogt "al ha-nisim," loybt G-t far di nisim 
Un kumt gicher tantsn in kon 
 

Chanukkah, Oh Chanukkah 
Come light the menorah 
Let's have a party 
We'll all dance the hora 
Gather round the table, we'll have a treat 
Shiny tops to play with, latkes to eat  
And while we are playing 
The candles are burning low 
One for each night, they shed a sweet light 
To remind us of days long ago 
 

I Have a Little Dreidel  
I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of clay 
And when it's dry and ready 
Then dreidel I shall play! 
  

Chorus 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel 
I made it out of clay 
And when it's dry and ready 
Then dreidel I shall play! 
  

It has a lovely body 
With legs so short and thin 
And when my dreidel’s tired 
It drops and then I win! 
  

[Chorus] 
  

My dreidel’s always playful 
It loves to dance and spin 
A happy game of dreidel 
Come play now, let’s begin! 
  

[Chorus] 
  

Sivivon, Sov, Sov, Sov   
Sivivon, sov, sov, sov 
Chanukah, hu chag tov 
Chanukah, hu chag tov 
Sivivon, sov, sov, sov! 
  
Chag simcha hu la-am 
Nes gadol haya sham 
Nes gadol haya sham 
Chag simcha hu la-am. 
 
Dreidel, spin, spin, spin. 
Chanukah is a great holiday. 
It is a celebration for our nation. 
A great miracle happened there. 
 

Ocho Kandelikas (Eight Candles) 
Hanukah linda sta aki, ocho kandelas para mi,  
Hanukah linda sta aki, ocho kandelas para mi.  
 

O...  
Una kandelika, dos kandelikas, tres 
kandelikas, kuatro kandelikas, sintyu 
kandelikas, sej kandelikas, siete kandelikas, 
ocho kandelas para mi. 
  

Muchas fiestas vo fazer, con alegrias i plazer.  
Muchas fiestas vo fazer, con alegrias i plazer.  
 

O...  
Una kandelika, dos kandelikas, tres 
kandelikas, kuatro kandelikas, sintyu 
kandelikas, sej kandelikas, siete kandelikas, 
ocho kandelas para mi.  
 

Los pastelikos vo kumer, con almendrikas i la 
myel  
Los pastelikos vo kumer, con almendrikas i la 
myel.  
 

O...  
Una kandelika, dos kandelikas, tres 
kandelikas, kuatro kandelikas, sintyu 
kandelikas, sej kandelikas, siete kandelikas, 
ocho kandelas para mi.  

Beautiful Chanukah is here, eight candles for me. 
One candle, two candles, three candles, four  
candles, five candles, six candles, seven candles, 
eight candles for me. Many parties will be held, with 
joy and with pleasure. [One candle . . . ] We will eat 
pastelikos [a Sephardic delicacy] with almonds and 
honey. [One candle . . ] 



Light One Candle (Peter, Paul & Mary) 

Light one candle for the Maccabee children 
With thanks their light didn't die; 
Light one candle for the pain they endured 
When their right to exist was denied; 
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice 
Justice and freedom demand; 
And light one candle for the wisdom to know 
That the peacemaker's time is at hand! 
 

Chorus: 
Don't let the light go out, 
It's lasted for so many years! 
Don't let the light go out! 
Let it shine through our love and our tears! 
 

Light one candle for the strength that we need 
To never become our own foe; 
Light one candle for those who are suff'ring 
A pain they learned so long ago; 
Light one candle for all we believe in, 
That anger not tear us apart; 
And light one candle to bind us together 
With peace as the song in our heart! 
 

[Chorus] 
 

What is the memory that's valued so highly 
That we keep it alive in that flame? 
What's the commitment to those who have died? 
We cry out "they've not died in vain," 
We have come this far, always believing 
That justice will somehow prevail; 
This is the burden, This is the promise, 
This is why we will not fail! 
 

[Chorus] 
 

Don't let the light go out! 
Don't let the light go out! 
Don't let the light go out! 
 

Al Hanisim 

Al hanisim v'al hapurkan,  
V'al hag'vurot v'al hat'shuot  
V'al hamilchamot sheasita lavoteinu  
Bayamim haheim baz'man hazeh. 
 
Sing to God, for God has done wonders! 
Come sing to God for God has redeemed us,  
For God is our salvation in ev'ry generation,  
From ancient times until this very day. 

Maoz Tzur (Rock of Ages) 
Ma'oz tzur y'shuati 
L'kha na-eh l'shabei-ach 
Tikon beyt t'filati 
V'sham todah n'zabei-ach 
L'eit tachin matbei-ach 
Mitzar ha-m'nabei-ach 
Az egmor b'shir mizmor 
Chanukat ha-mizbei-ach 
Az egmor b'shir mizmor 
Chanukat ha-mizbei-ach 
 

Rock of Ages, let our song,  
Praise Thy saving power 
Thou amidst the raging foes,  
Wast our sheltering tower 
Furious they assailed us,  
But Thine arm availed us 
And thy word broke their sword,  
When our own strength failed us. 
And thy word broke their sword,  
When our own strength failed us. 
 

Mi Y'maleil? (Who Can Retell?) 
Mi yimalel g'vurot Yisrael 
Otan mi yimneh? 
Hen b'khol dor yakum hagibor, go-el ha-am. 
Mi yemalel g'vurot Yisra-el 
Otan mi yimneh? 
Hen b'khol dor yakum hagibor, go-el ha-am.  
Sh'ma! Ba-yamim ha-heim ba-z'man hazeh 
Maccabee moshiya u'fodeh 
U'v'yameinu kol am Yisrael 
Yitacheid yakum l'higa-el. 
 

Who can retell the things that befell us, 
who can count them? 
In every age a hero or sage came to our aid 
Who can retell the things that befell us, 
who can count them? 
In every age a hero or sage came to our aid  
Hear! In days of yore in that ancient land 
Maccabeus led the faithful band 
Now they all must as one arise 
Redeem themselves through deed and 
sacrifice 
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