
 
August 1, 2021 
 

Dear Parents,  
 

Hope that you and your family are doing well this summer. I am 
currently working as faculty at the Reconstructionist summer camp, 
Camp Havaya. I’ve been learning so much about experiential Jewish 
education and I’m really excited to introduce new energy into our 
program. 
 

In case you missed the emails this summer – we’re saying good-bye to Bet Sefer, at least for this 
year, and piloting a new program called Gesher. It’s an active and engaging program that feels like 

summer camp all year round. In Hebrew, “gesher” means bridge. We are connecting students to 
Jewish ideas, Jewish identities, and Jewish practices. We are rooting our learning in Jewish 
values and texts, concentrating on a range of Jewish themes, and focusing more on celebrating 
and living Judaism than learning about it out of context. Be sure to read the accompanying 
materials so you understand the goals of the program as well as the new structure.  
 

Regarding the registration process, please note: Registration and Shaarei Shamayim membership 
forms, as well as full or partial tuition payments, are due no later than August 31.  Payment is due in  
full at the beginning of the second semester. There is an option to set up monthly payments 
through May. As always, there will be a $25 late fee added if registration is not completed by the 
deadline in order to facilitate an orderly beginning of the school year. 
 

Given the pandemic, we know that this is a complicated year, and you might be unsure as to 
whether you want to enroll your children in our program. We totally understand. We have designed 
a program that will respond to some of the emotional issues that our children are facing and we are 
working closely with our COVID-19 Advisory Committee to reduce the risk of putting unvaccinated 
children together in groups, both indoors and outdoors. 
 

The first seven weeks of class will be outdoors at Penn Park. This will allow us to start the year 
strong, get the kids interacting with each other, and form the basis of our learning. We will focus on 
middot (Jewish values) with accompanying Jewish texts. The students will have opportunities to 
gravitate to what they enjoy: debate ethical dilemmas, perform skits, create art and music, and so 
much more. 
 

We will come together on Rosh Hashanah morning, September 7, for tot/preschool services, K-5 
services, and youth discussions. Our first day of Gesher is September 12. We’ll then see each other 
again at our first-ever Intergenerational Kol Nidrei service on September 15. I will lead it with Julia 
Banchik and Aviv Kammay; the service will be interactive and musical and be a great introduction to 
the themes and practices of Yom Kippur. This service will be both in person and online. 
 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to be in touch – you can reach me at 
rabbi@shamayim.org or 628-6814. 
 

L’shalom,  

 
Rabbi Laurie  
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