
 

Honors 

Shaliach Tzibbur Simi Stark (this morning’s prayer leader) 

Open/Close Ark Uncle Jon Gurney & Uncle Matt Gurney 

Torah Carrier  Cousin Brian Mittler 

Aliyah   Parents Steve & Debbie Stark  

Aliyah   Simi’s Brother Solomon Stark 

Aliyah   Grandpa Lee & Grandma Toby Gurney  

Aliyah   Papa Wesley & Nana Sherry Stark 

Aliyah   Bat Mitzvah Simi Stark 

Torah Readers Simi Stark     

   Cantor Martin Goldstein 

Mishaberach  Friends Emma Adelstein, Perri & Jolie Freeman 

Hagbah  Uncle Randy Brunschwig  

(Lifting the Torah) 

Gelilah   Tshel (Michelle) Brunschwig 

(Dressing the Torah) 

Torah Holder  Cousin Geoff Mittler 

Haftarah  Simi Stark 

Torah Carrier  Great Uncle Alan Sedley 

Open/Close Ark Uncle David Adelstein & Aunt Jill Tullman 

 

Thank you to our dear friend and Gabbai extraordinaire, Lisa 

Soicher who makes everything happen! 

Thank you to our Greeters: Simi’s friends Maya Mor, Yarden Mor & 

Abby Foster along with our Shir Hadash regulars Marcy Balogh, 

Melissa Glassey and Bonnie Wallack.  This is an essential part of our 

weekly minyan; we hope that you felt welcomed this morning! 

 

 

SHABBAT SHALOM AND WELCOME EVERYONE  

to the Shir Hadash Minyan at the HEA! 

We are so happy, honored and grateful that you are with us today as 

we joyfully celebrate Simi becoming a bat mitzvah!  It is you, our 

family, friends and HEA community, who will make this moment a 

lifetime memory! 

 

Bat Mitzvah of 

Simone Delilah Stark 

June 7, 2014/9th of Sivan, 5774 

Parshat Beha’alotcha 

Hebrew Educational Alliance 

Rabbi Bruce Dollin 

Rabbi Salomon Gruenwald 

Cantor Martin Goldstein 

Following services, we invite you to join us for kiddush lunch, 

co-sponsored by Simi’s nana and papa, Sherry & Wes Stark.   

Shabbat Shalom, 

Steve, Debbie, Simi and Solomon 



 

SHIR HADASH MINYAN: Simi has been helping to lead services for almost two 

years since the start of the Shir Hadash service at the HEA. It was then that she 

joined the davening team (the group that leads our prayers and melodies). 

Today, Simi will lead the service, beginning with beautiful niggunim (melodies) 

helping us to get in to a soulful place to pray.  She will continue with P’sukei 

D’zimrah, Shacharit, the Torah service, Haftorah and concluding prayers.  

Having reached the age of 13, Simi is now old enough to have the privilege of 

fully participating in Jewish religious life.  Now, she is also responsible for 

following the mitzvot or commandments. This milestone is marked by Simi 

reading from the Torah for the first time. Simi will read Parshat Beha’alotcha 

from the Torah (Five Books of Moses), chant the Haftorah: Zecharia (a 

corresponding reading from the Book of Prophets) and share a teaching with 

the congregation.  

OUR SHUL: As a sign of respect, men and boys are asked to wear a kippah 

(head covering). Many Jewish adults wear a tallit (prayer shawl). During the 

service, there are times when we rise out of respect and in Shir Hadash, we 

often stand up spontaneously during song when we are moved to do so.  When 

the Torah is lifted out of the ark, it will be carried around. It is custom to touch 

the Torah with your tallit or prayer book and then kiss that item to show love 

and respect for the Torah. The sacred Torah scrolls are written on parchment 

by a scribe; and it is believed that this divine and guiding doctrine for Jewish 

living is unchanged since the Israelites stood at Mount Sinai. The same Torah 

portion (weekly parshah) is read in all synagogues, linking together Jews all 

over the world and throughout 3,000 years of history. Over the course of the 

year, the entire scroll is read. 

PARSHAT BEHA’ALOTCHA: This week, we hear about the Jews wandering in 

the desert after the Exodus from Egypt.  In Simi’s D’var Torah, she will teach us 

a lesson about need vs. want. 

MITZVAH PROJECT:  Simi’s life revolves around music… whether it is prayer 

and song with the davening team, listening to music on her ipod, or obsessing 

about bands!  Simi and her friend Emma Adelstein feel so connected to music 

that they can’t imagine other kids not having the same opportunity to have it 

in their lives. 

 

So, they put on a benefit concert and, through the generosity of family and 

friends, raised more than $2,300 for the Denver Public Schools Foundation.  

This went to purchase guitars and violins for three Title 1 schools in DPS, giving 

these students access to instruments they would not otherwise have. 

WITH GRATITUDE:  During the service, Simi will be supported by our clergy, 

Rabbi Dollin, Rabbi Gruenwald and Cantor Goldstein. She has been blessed to 

spend meaningful time with each of them during the course of her 

preparation. 

We are grateful to Kolby Morris and the entire davening team who bring their 

beautiful voices, knowledge and spirit to Shir Hadash, so that we may have a 

beautiful, sacred space for our prayers today and every week. 

We would also like to acknowledge those who work behind the scenes at this 

shul who make every Shabbat and simcha a lovely occasion:  Neal Price, Albert 

Cohen, Joyce Perlmutter, Gail Kessel, Debbie Lagerborg, Stacy Wasserman, 

Sharon Andersen, Binh Vu, Jarvis Jackson, Teri Kenagy and the catering staff. 

WITH LOVE: We remember those who are with us in spirit today, those who 

came before us leaving this Jewish legacy for our family and future 

generations. They are smiling with great pride today and with us always: Great 

grandparents Doris and Abe Sedley, Rose and Ben Richtel, Martha and Sol 

Stark and Dorothy and Joseph Gurney. Great Auntie Lita and Great Uncle 

Arthur Friedland and Great Aunt Ilene Kanowitz. We also acknowledge two 

losses just this year, Great Uncle Joel Sedley and our very dear friend, Aunt 

Maia Rogers. z”l. May their memories be for a blessing. We miss you all. 

SPECIAL THANKS: We would like to thank our parents, Grandma Toby, 

Grandpa Lee, Nana Sherry and Papa Wes, along with Tshel and Uncle Randy 

for helping to make this entire weekend a beautiful simcha.   

Also, a shout out to our special friends who showered us with love… and to all 

of you who were there at every step with offers to help out!  

We are grateful to be surrounded by all of you, our family and friends, as Simi 

affirms her commitment to continuing her Jewish studies and living a Jewish 

life. 


