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In 1942, the director of the Neurological Department of the 
Rothschild Hospital in Vienna and his wife were forced by the 
Nazis to abort their child. Soon afterward, the couple was 
arrested along with the husband’s parents and were deported to 
the Theresienstadt Ghetto, north of Prague. Within six months, 
this gentleman’s father succumbed to exhaustion and died. In 
1944, Viktor Frankl, his wife Tilly, and Frankl’s sixty-five-year-old 
mother were transported to the death camp at Auschwitz. His 
mother was immediately exterminated in the gas chamber and 
his young wife was moved to Bergen-Belsen where she died at 
the age of twenty-four. 

In 1945, suffering from typhoid fever, Viktor was finally freed 
when U.S. forces liberated the camp on April 27. It wasn’t until 
August of that same year, on returning to Vienna, that he found 
out about his wife, his mother, and his brother who was also 
murdered at Auschwitz.   

Commenting on his Holocaust experiences, Frankl said, 
“Everything can be taken from a man but one thing: the last of 
the human freedoms – to choose one’s attitude in any given set 
of circumstances, to choose one’s own way.”  (1) 

This is one of the many lessons embodied in this week’s Parsha, 
Sh’Lach.   

Our portion recounts how the Hebrew people, taking their first 
steps on their way to the land of Israel are at the outskirts of the 
land promised to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
Before entering the land, G-d commands Moses, “Send out for 
yourself men who will scout the Land of Canaan, which I am 
giving to the children of Israel. You shall send one man each for 
his father's tribe; each one shall be a chieftain in their midst.” 
(Num 13:1-2.) 
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Moses’ directions were specific about where the scouts should go 
and what they should attempt to discover, including the size of 
the population, its fortifications, the quality and quantity of food 
and the the quality of the soil.  (Num 13:17-20.) 

The twelve scouts did as instructed and after 40 days, returned 
with their report.  Ten of the 12 reported that while the land was 
flowing with milk and honey, “The land we passed through 
consumes its inhabitants and is inhabited by giants” to whom the 
12 appeared as “grasshoppers.”  They proceeded to stir-up a 
rebellion against Moses and Aaron based on their false report. 
The people demanded that they return to Egypt rather than be 
killed and enslaved by giants.  

Only two of the scouts, Caleb and Joshua, remained optimistic 
and willing to follow G-d’s command and promise.  And it is here 
that their position provided the guidance followed by Victor Frankl 
centuries later:  In spite of what the overwhelming majority of his 
fellow scouts claimed, and the popular rebellion and mutiny that 
these claims caused, Joshua and Caleb said, “We can surely go up 
and take possession of it, for we can indeed overcome it….It is an 
exceedingly good land.” (Num 13-30, 14-7.)  Caleb and Joshua 
chose their own attitudes and chose their own way, and like 
Frankl, they survived.  

Because of the untrue statements by the ten, and the rebellion 
they started, these ten died in a plague (Num 14:37) and 
although Moses persuades G-d once again not to destroy the 
entire people, (cleverly I might add if you read the text 
(Num14:12-20)), the entire generation they represented would 
die out, as the Hebrews spend the next 40 years wandering 
through the wilderness. (Num 14: 28-39).    

But there is another part to our Parsha.  After hearing G-d’s 
punishment, a group of the rebels had a change of heart.  The 
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next day,  a group of Jews insisted on entering Israel anyway and 
prepared to launch an attack the next morning. Moses warned 
that their campaign would be unsuccessful, but they took no 
heed. As the former slaves climbed the mountain to enter the 
Promised Land, Amalekites, Amorites and Canaanites successfully 
quashed their attempt and beat them back. These men are 
known as the ma’apilim, the defiant men (lit. “those who pushed 
ahead”),2 and their story is recorded in Sh’Lach–45 and later in 
Deuteronomy 1:41–45.(2). 

******** 

The week I suggest another of Dan Senor’s podcasts, Call Me 
Back, titled “Saudi Arabia, Biden and the Nobel Peace Prize” with 
guest Ambassador Ron Dermer.  It is entertaining, extremely 
interesting and one of the most uplifting things I have heard in a 
long time—and we can all use some of that right now.   

Have a great week.    
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