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Good morning everyone.  Last week we celebrated Simchat 
Torah, joyously recognizing the end, and beginning of the cycle of 
Torah. This week we study Noah, both the man and the Parsha 
that bears his name.   

At the end of Bereishit, we read that Noah was the son of 
Lemach, and the grandson of Methuselah, the same one who 
lived 969 years. (See Gen. 5:25-28). 

Noah also lived more than 900 years.  But G-d was not pleased 
that people living such long lives caused G-d’s “spirit to quarrel 
forever”, so he limited our lives to 120 years.  (See Gen. 6-3).   
G-d also saw that humans became evil in every way. He regretted 
putting us on the earth.  G-d decides to “blot out man, [and all 
the creatures] whom [He] created, from upon the face of the 
earth.” (Gen. 6:5-7).  But Noah found favor in G-d’s eyes. (Gen. 
6:8). 

This is where this week’s Parsha takes up.  Noah is described as 
“a righteous man…perfect in his generations; [who] walked with 
G-d.” (Gen. 6:9).  None of the biblical leaders of the Jewish 
people, not Abraham, Joseph or Moses, receive such accolades in 
the Torah.   

Noah is told G-d’s plan to destroy all life on earth and given 
precise instructions to build an ark.  G-d also tells Noah what he 
should take with him—his family, two of each species of live 
animals and provisions.  “Noah did…all that the Lord had 
commanded him.” (Gen. 7:5.) The familiar rain and flood then 
take place.  It rains for forty days and nights.  Every living thing 
on earth is destroyed except Noah, his family and the animals 
safe in the ark.   

When the storm ends and the water recedes, “the ark came to 
rest on the mountains of Ararat.”  (Gen. 8:4.)  The waters 
receded for three more months.  But Noah does not do what one 
would expect after being cooped up in the crowded ark for 
months.  He does not drop the gang way and get out of the ark.  
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Rather, he opens a window and sends out a raven and a dove.  
After another seven days, the dove returns with an olive branch.  
But still, Noah remains in the ark.  Noah sends out the dove 
again.  Only after another seven days, when the dove does not 
return, does Noah disembark.  But he does not do so on his own 
initiative. Noah waited until G-d said, “Go out of the ark, you and 
your wife…”. (Gen. 8-16). 

We then read the paradox of Noah’s life.  Noah became a master 
farmer and planted a vineyard.  He harvests the grapes, makes 
wine and gets drunk.  Finding their father naked in his tent, 
Noah’s three sons covered their father, having walked in 
backward so as not to see ”their father’s nakedness.” (Gen. 
9:23). 

Just a few sections earlier, Noah is called a perfectly righteous 
man.  This is the man who emerges from the ark, and as soon as 
he can, passes out drunk and naked.  Noah was completely 
obedient when G-d told him he would destroy all life on earth.  He 
complied, without question, when commanded to build a boat in 
the middle of dry land and unquestionably proceeded to collect 
every species so they would be saved.  What did Noah say when 
given these unusual commands:  NOTHING.   

And after the flood clearly was over, Noah did not disembark with 
the earth’s only survivors.  He waited…and waited some more.  
As Midrash points out, Noah does not emerge until specifically 
ordered to by G-d. According to Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “The 
Midrash is unmistakable in its note of exasperation. When it 
comes to rebuilding a shattered world, you do not wait for 
permission.” (1) 

This teaches us that blind obedience is not enough.   

As noted in discussing Parsha Va’ethchanan last year, there is no 
Hebrew word in the Torah for the English verb “to obey.”  Rather, 
we are commanded to listen, to hear, to understand or respond.  
The clearest example is in the Shema:  “Hear oh Israel, the Lord 
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is your G-d, the Lord is one.”  Deuteronomy tells us to “hear”, to 
comprehend this commandment, not that we are to obey it.   

An explanation for this is at the heart of a lesson in Noah.  It is 
not enough to blindly obey.  There is no word for “obey” in the 
Torah because in Judaism, G-d does not command blind 
obedience.  G-d gave us free will.  We are expected to use that 
freedom to make our own decisions and to assume personal 
responsibility for them.  Noah did not need to wait to leave the 
ark until G-d commanded him to do so. As one of our sages put 
it, “If I had been there, I would have broken down the ark and 
taken myself out.” (Rabbi Yehudah bar Ilai, quoted by by 
Jonathan Sacks, Genesis:  The Book of Beginnings (Covenant & 
Conversation 1)(p.44)). 
  
QUOTE OF THE WEEK FROM COMEDIAN JIM CAREY:  I feel 
we are all lighthouses, and my job is to shine the light as brightly 
as I can to the darkness.  

Have a great week.  
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