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At the end of Noah, last week’s portion, we are introduced to 
Abraham, Avram as he was then known, and to Sarah, then 
known as Sarai.  We read that Abraham’s Father took Abraham 
and Sarah and Abraham’s nephew Lot from their home and began 
the journey to Canaan, but stopped short, in Haran.  

This week’s reading, Lech Lecha begins with G-d saying to 
Abraham, “Go forth from your land and from your birthplace and 
from your father's house, to the land that I will show you.  
And I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you.…” 
(Gen. 12:1-2)   

In response to that command, Abraham, Sarah and Lot begin 
their journey to a new land and a new kind of faith.  They become 
the first monotheists and the first Jews.   

A famine forces them to go to Egypt, where Sarah is taken to 
Pharaoh’s palace; Abram escapes death because they present 
themselves as brother and sister. A plague prevents the Egyptian 
king from touching Sarah, and convinces him to return her to 
Abraham, who has been revealed-as Sarah’s husband.  Pharaoh 
compensates them with gold, silver and cattle. 

Back in the land of Canaan, Lot separates from Abraham and 
settles in the evil city of Sodom. He is taken captive when four 
armies conquer the five cities of the Sodom Valley. Abraham sets 
out with a small band, defeats the four kings, and rescues his 
nephew. 

Ten years on, Sarah is still childless and she tells Abraham to take 
her maidservant Hagar. Hagar conceives, becomes insolent 
toward Sarah, and then flees when Sarah treats her badly.  An 
angel convinces Hagar to return, and tells her that her son will 
father a populous nation. Ishmael is born when Abraham is 86. 

Thirteen years later, G-d changes Abram’s name to Abraham 
(“father of multitudes”), and Sarai’s to Sarah (“princess”), and 
promises that a son will be born to them who they are to name 
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Isaac (“will laugh”).  G-d continues, that from Isaac there will 
stem a great nation with with which G-d will have a special bond. 
Abraham is commanded to circumcise himself and his 
descendants as a sign of the covenant between G-d and the 
Jewish people. Abraham immediately complies, circumcising 
himself and all the males of his household. 

This Parsha is full of biblical, but also every day drama.  Famine, 
threats of death and rape, lying to save one’s life, a family 
dispute between Abraham’s and Lot’s shepherds, the stress of a 
barren wife, a mistress and wife who have a major dispute, and 
banishment of the mistress and her child.   

Throughout all of this, G-d promises Sarah and Abraham that 
they will be give birth to the progenitor of the Jewish people.  
This promise is made at least four times.  The first promise is 
quoted above:  I will make of you a great nation.  The second 
follows in the next chapter: I will make your offspring like the 
dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then 
your offspring could be counted. (Gen.13:16).  The third occurs 
when G-d says to Abraham:  “Look up at the heavens and count 
the stars – if indeed you can count them.…So shall your offspring 
be.” (Gen.15:5). And finally, the fourth occurs when G-d changes 
Abram’s name:  “You will be the father of many nations. No 
longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I 
have made you a father of many nations…and kings will come 
from you.” (17:4–6). 

These divine promises are all made while Sarah remains unable 
to give birth.  They are interspersed among the dramatic events 
in the Parsha.  There are many important lessons in Lech Lecha.  
One important one is a lesson about faith.  At many points in this 
Parsha, Abraham and Sarah could have given up hope of giving 
birth to a child of their own.  They wavered and questioned how 
they could possibly be the source of a great nation when they had 
not born children into their old age. But they never abandoned 
their commitment to G-d and Judaism.  They kept their faith in  
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G-d.  This is made abundantly clear at the end of the Parsha 
when Abraham circumcises himself and Ishmael and all of the 
males in his community.  So while there was not perfect faith in 
the steps in the process, Sarah and Abraham kept faith in G-d 
and the promise that they would be the source of a great nation 
and of many other nations.  They didn’t always have faith in the 
process, but they kept faith in G-d’s promise.  

Foreshadowing next week’s Parsha, THE QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
IS FROM BOB DYLAN:   

God said to Abraham, "Kill me a son" 
Abe say, "Man, you must be puttin' me on" 
God say, "No, " Abe say, "What?" 
God say, "You can do what you want Abe, but 
Next time you see me comin', you better run" 
Abe said, "Where do you want this killin' done?" 
God said, "Out on Highway 61” (1) 
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