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This Torah Study is in memory of Lynn’s and my Father, Gerry 
Japha, whose Yahrzeit was yesterday. 

This week’s Parsha, Behar, is short—a single chapter.  But it 
includes some of Judaism’s most important ideals:  helping those 
in need, assisting the poor, giving the land a Sabbatical so it can 
recover its nutrients, a Jubilee year when the land may be 
redeemed and slaves released and debts forgiven.  And by the 
way, this is the Sabbatical year in Israel.   

Behar teaches us an important Jewish value:  we do get do-
overs. Through the periodic liberation of slaves, release of debts, 
and restoration of ancestral lands, the Torah teaches that there 
are second chances in life. 

During the month following Pesach, we commemorate several 
modern Jewish holidays: Yom Ha Shoah, Holocaust Memorial 
Day; Yom Ha Zekaron, a memorial day for Israeli soldiers killed in 
battle; Yom Ha-Atzamut, celebrating Israeli Independence; and 
Yom Yerushalayim, rejoicing in the liberation of ancient 
Jerusalem.  

One other holiday also happens during this month.  Yesterday 
was Pesach Sheni, the second Passover, a holiday that takes place 
a month after Pesach.  The name, “Pesach Sheni” does not 
appear in the Torah, but the events that have become known by 
that name are found in Chapter 9 of the book of Numbers.  

One year after the Exodus, G-d commanded the Israelites to 
celebrate Pesach.  They did as commanded but there were men 
who were ritually impure because they had handled dead bodies.   
They asked that they also be allowed to partake in the Passover 
sacrifice.  Moses took their request to G-d who commanded that 
one month later, those who had been unable to partake, should 
eat unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  Thus was born, Pesach 
Sheni.  We acknowledge this by eating a bit of Matzo left over 
from Pesach.  
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In an essay in this month’s edition of Commentary Magazine, 
Rabbi Meier Soloveichik describes a very memorable Pesach 
Sheni.  On April 13, 1945, a service was held for 1,500 survivors 
in Buchenwald.  The service was led by Rabbi Herschel Schacter, 
a chaplain in Patton’s Third Army. 

Rabbi Schacter spoke about the Exodus, connecting the Hebrews’ 
liberation from Egypt to the rescue of those in the camps who 
had survived the holocaust.  The Rabbi’s words were remembered 
by the survivors.  

Twenty five years later, one survivor, Jack Breitkopf, would recall, 
“How we crowded into the house that the Nazis had used and 
listened to Rabbi Schacter speak of freedom, of the meaning of 
Passover. What he did, no money can pay back for the love and 
warmth he gave us.”  Although he had only a small crumb of 
Matzo for each survivor, the Rabbi joined his words with the 
distribution of the central food of Passover.  One man jumped up 
on the lectern holding matzoh, and shouted out the hamotzi and 
shehecheyanu blessings.” 

Although Passover had passed two weeks earlier, there probably 
has never been a more appropriate time to recall the Exodus 
story and to recite the Shehechyanu prayer.   

Two weeks after the initial service, on the actual day dictated in 
the Torah as “Pesach Sheni”, Rabbi Schacter returned to 
Buchenwald with enough Matzoh for all.  Although still famished, 
none of the survivors ate their Matzoh until after the blessings 
were said.   

This is what happened next:  
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 One participant, Avraham Schneur, [said] that up till that   
 point in the camps, he had been incapable of faith.    
 Suddenly, the chaplain intoned the memorial prayer for    
 those who had been murdered, and he       
 realized that this included “my father, my mother, and    
 my brother, and perhaps also my        
 sisters.…When I heard the prayer, the knowledge that they   
 were gone took on a different character; it became    
 absolute.” … When I recovered, I noted that two lines were   
 forming; at the front of one line the rabbi was handing out   
 matzo to everyone, and in the other line they were handing   
 out prayer books. I received a prayer book and knew that I   
 was resuming being a Jew.” 

Pesach Sheni teaches a lesson similar to that of Parsha Behar. 
Our people were liberated from Egypt, and those unable to 
partake in the first Passover sacrifice were allowed to do so one 
month later.  They had a second chance.  The remnant of 
European Jewry that survived the holocaust lived and, as 
Avraham Schneur did, resumed being Jews—taking advantage of 
their second chance.   

Rabbi Soloveichi’s essay is linked in the Chat box.  Also, for those 
who would like a serious and detailed update on the war in 
Ukraine, I commend Dan Senor’s podcast from last Friday, titled 
“What does Putin Want”, also linked in the chat. 

Have a good week all.    
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Pesach Sheni teaches a lesson similar to that of Parsha Behar.  
President Carter once said to Menachem Begin that he faced 
Israel’s last chance to make peace.  The Prime minister told the 
press that “This, of course, is one of the important events of our 
time. [But] if people say this is a fateful meeting, we disagree. 
The fate of our people should not depend on any meeting—this 
meeting or any other. Our people lived thousands of years before 
Camp David and shall continue to exist thousands of years afte
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