
April 30, 2021 

Dear Riverdale Community,  
 
We write as a united community to share further thoughts with you after the events of this past 
weekend. 

We, as a community, have been experiencing a tragic set of acts of vandalism targeting our 
synagogues. We applaud the NYPD for its vigilance and support as well as our elected officials, 
who have stood up and condemned these attacks. Community Security Services (CSS) has been 
on the job, along with the clergy, professional and lay leadership of the Jewish community, 
standing up, protecting, and meeting the challenge of hate.  

We all look forward to an appropriate response to the perpetrator of these acts once they are 
identified and apprehended. Anyone with any information that can lead to this arrest needs to 
contact the NYPD's Crime Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-8477. If anything immediate occurs, 
please make a report by calling 911. 

In the wake of these attacks, it is this message that we choose to focus on: the unity of our 
Riverdale community, the support of government and extended community, and the belief 
that we will grow forward stronger.  Let this not be a time of responding with hate, accusation, 
racism, or harmful speech, nor allowing outside organizations to reframe the message. Our 
strong, resilient community will continue to grow and thrive. 

Broken glass can evoke deep and traumatic memories in our Jewish community. Acts of hate 
also remind us of the many moments when hate against one group, in particular our Jewish 
communities, was met with silence or indifference. 

In our Riverdale community, the opposite has been the case. Not only have the NYPD and our 
elected officials responded to these acts that have so shaken us, but also diverse leadership, 
faith leaders, and community members from across our neighborhood, city, and nation have 
stood in unity to say these attacks are simply unacceptable and need to be condemned.  

One powerful example of solidarity and support has come from Manhattan College’s Holocaust, 
Genocide and Interfaith Center led by Dr. Mehnaz Afridi. They have opened a GoFundMe page 
to raise funds to assist in the repair of the windows and doors broken by hate. With this step, 



the shattered glass will be repaired with care and comfort. Messages of support and concern 
have poured into the email boxes and cell phones of our communal leadership. For this we are 
grateful. We are Stronger Together and we will not let the acts of one divide us and tear apart 
the fabric of our diverse community.   

The RJCP will continue to communicate with the community and strengthen the relationships 
both internally and externally. Do not hesitate to reach out to us with any questions, 
comments, or concerns (jrobinson@riverdaley.org). 
 
Brad Silver, Bronx Jewish Community Council, Inc. 
Deann Forman, The Riverdale Y 
Jeffrey Moerdler, Riverdale Hatzalah 
Rabba Sara Hurwitz, Yeshivat Maharat 
Rabbi Aaron Frank, Kinneret Day School 
Rabbi Barry Dov Katz, CSAIR-The Conservative Synagogue Adath Israel of Riverdale 
Rabbi Binyamin Krauss, SAR Academy  
Rabbi Bob Kaplan, JCRCNY 
Rabbi Dina Najman, The Kehilah of Riverdale  
Rabbi Dov Lerea, Congregation Beit Aharon 
Rabbi Dov Linzer, Yeshivat Chovevei Torah 
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind, Riverdale Jewish Center 
Rabbi Joseph Robinson, Riverdale Jewish Community Partnership (initiative of the Riverdale Y) 
Rabbi Levi Shemtov, Chabad of Riverdale 
Rabbi Linda Shriner-Cahn, Congregation Tehillah 
Rabbi Shmuel Hain, YIOZ of North Riverdale/Yonkers 
Rabbi Noah Aronin, Hebrew Home at Riverdale 
Rabbi Steven Burton, Congregation Shaarei Shalom 
Rabbi Thomas Gardner, Riverdale Temple 
Rabbi Tully Harcsztark, SAR High School 
Rav Mordecai Lissauer - The Shtiebel 
Rav Steven Exler, HIR – The Bayit  
Sandy Kahn, The Riverdale Minyan 
 
 


