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Founded in 2001                                                                                                                             September/October  2020 
 

                                                                                     

Shalom from Rabbi Adam Chalom 
“A New Year Unlike Any Other”   

Sometimes adversity really is opportunity in disguise. 

The only Jewish New Year in my rabbinic experience 
remotely comparable to this one began on September 17, 
2001. Just six days before, the world was turned upside 
down by 9/11, and we had to change everything. I had 
already written a sermon based on the metaphor of tearing 
down the old foundation to build anew – that definitely had 
to go! And what people needed to hear was very different 
from whatever we had planned before. 

This Jewish New Year, we had 6 months’ notice that things 
would be very different. We might not have realized how 
different immediately at the Ides of March, 2020, but by 
now we are very familiar with the rules: no large gatherings 
in person, no group singing, lots of video time, and learning 
to do things differently. 

Of course, Zoom existed before COVID-19, so we could have 
been doing online programming all along. And some celebrations may be permanently 
changed – the Zoom Passover seder bringing together family across the country may be here 
to stay. The challenge of new circumstances has often sparked Jewish creativity in the past, 
as the rabbis adapted to Judaism without animal sacrifices after Jerusalem Temple was 
destroyed and new beliefs and opportunities led to “reforming” Judaism to adapt to the 
Enlightenment and Emancipation. 

So we at Kol Hadash will be definitely doing Jewish VERY differently this year. We are 
preparing gift bags for each member household with creative items to mark the New Year, 
from suggested foods to reflective readings for each of the 10 days between Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur to apples and honey. Thanks to our Values in Action volunteers, these should 
arrive a week or so before Rosh Hashana, along with a printed booklet for our special online 
High Holiday services and other goodies. 

We could have created this all along, of course, but the distance we predict we will feel when 
we are not in the same room to hear Kol Nidre demanded extra effort to reach out and be 
connected. These may become a long-term tradition in some form too – only time will tell. 

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy and safe Shana Tova/New Year. 

 

All programs have been moved to online video conferences – please be sure to check your email for  
current notices of program dates, times and video links. If you have questions, you can always contact  

our administrator Jeremy Owens at info@kolhadash.com. 
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There are many ways to get involved at Kol Hadash. Whether you like to sing, read books, see movies, try new 
wines, knit with friends, enjoy fun nights out, hear interesting speakers, or do group community service, Kol Hadash 
has something for everyone. All are welcome to join in the fun! Contact the groups you’d like to join today! 

 

Values in Action Update 
by Lynn Miller (valuesinaction@KolHadash.com) 

Values in Action really is what we all try and do everyday! If you haven't seen a 
congregant who you are used to seeing, give them a call or send them a card.  
Let  people know that you care!  
 
We are collecting goods for A Safe Place on Monday September 28th from 12:15 to 
1:15. You will find the list of items in this Shofar. The tradition continues!  
Thank you to Mike White and the Davishoff Family for helping with the collection. Also, 
Rabbi Chalom will be there to greet you as you drop off your donation!! We also are 
delivering High Holiday bags that include our High Holiday service booklet and a few 
surprises!  
 
Thank you to all of the drivers: Sue Addelson, Emma Kowalenko and Tony Bilotti, Janet 
Century, Marla Davishoff, Irene and Al Dorfman, Fay Eisenberg, Michelle Fishman, Irene 
Chase and Jeremy Gibson, Glynis and David Hirsch, Alan Klein, Mike Lippitz, Stacy Max, 
Lynn Miller and Victoria Ratnaswamy!  
 
We strive to make the world a better place by kindness and caring. If you have any ideas 
of service projects or if there is something that we can help you with please don't 
hesitate to contact the Values in Action Committee or call me directly! Wishing you a 
Healthy, Happy and Peaceful New Year, Lynn Miller    

Clubs & Activities 
 

Book Club 
Stacey Max     bookclub@KolHadash.com 
This book loving group meets every other month. 
 

Choir 
Ellen Apley     choir@KolHadash.com 
Our choir sings for the High Holidays and select other 
occasions. No auditions necessary! 
 

Movie Club 
Susan Addelson     movies@KolHadash.com 
This group watches and discusses movies together. 
 

Science Fiction Book Club 
David Hirsch     scifibookclub@KolHadash.com 
This book group for Sci-Fi fans meets regularly. 
 

String Theory 
Victoria Ratnaswamy     knitters@KolHadash.com 
Knitters and crocheters share patters and techniques 
and learn from each other. No experience necessary! 
 

Women Enjoying 
Joyce Hirsch     WE@KolHadash.com 
From walks to concerts, card games to museum trips, 
the women’s group does it all. 
 

Winers 
Mike Lippitz     winers@KolHadash.com 
The wine group gathers at each other’s homes to enjoy 
wine, appetizers, and each other’s company. 

Committees 
 

Connections 
Rich Hirsch   connections@KolHadash.com 
Welcomes new members and keeps in contact with 
existing members. 
 
Development 
David Hirsch     development@KolHadash.com 
Manages donations, sponsorships, named funds and our 
annual FUNdraiser. 
 
Finance 
Marty Shaffer     treasurer@KolHadash.com 
Prepares annual budget, monitors revenue and 
expenditures, financial policy and procedures. 
 
Steering Committee 
Mike Lippitz     scchair@KolHadash.com 
Ensures the congregation is well managed by being the 
central hub for all committees. 
 
Values in Action 
Lynn Miller     valuesinaction@KolHadash.com 
Helps others who are less fortunate; speaks for those 
who don’t have a voice. 
 
Youth Education Committee 
Ilana Shaffer     youthed@KolHadash.com 
Oversees our Sunday School, curriculum and policy; 
plans family holiday and cultural events. 

Get Involved! 

mailto:valuesinaction@KolHadash.com
mailto:bookclub@KolHadash.com
mailto:choir@KolHadash.com
mailto:movies@KolHadash.com
mailto:scifibookclub@KolHadash.com
mailto:knitters@KolHadash.com
mailto:WE@KolHadash.com
mailto:winers@KolHadash.com
mailto:connections@KolHadash.com
mailto:development@KolHadash.com
mailto:treasurer@KolHadash.com
mailto:scchair@KolHadash.com
mailto:valuesinaction@KolHadash.com
mailto:youthed@kolhadash.com
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Friday, September 11, 7:30pm 
Shabbat Guest Speaker: Rabbi Denise Handlarski 

 

Many Jewish communities continue to cite intermarriage as the most serious threat to Jewish continuity. Rabbi Denise Handlarski’s 
new book The A–Z of Intermarriage reveals that intermarriage can be a force for good in the lives of Jewish families and 
communities. Rabbi Handlarski is an intermarried rabbi ordained through the Secular Humanistic Jewish movement, serving the 
online community SecularSynagogue.com. She is also Assistant Professor at Trent University's School of Education.  
 

Friday, October 2, 7:30pm 
Discussion Shabbat Service: Talking About Race 

 

Some of the most challenging conversations we have to have these days are about race. From her vantage point of interracial 
heritage, Ijeoma Oluwo’s So You Want to Talk About Race addresses the social taboos that need to change for progress to be 
possible. Join us for an important discussion (with or without reading the book).  

 

Friday, October 16, 7:30pm 
Music Shabbat Service: In The Beginning 

 

After the end of Sukkot, the Torah reading cycle begins again with the opening chapters of Genesis. While this text does not offer 
historical truths for the origins of the world or human knowledge, it does express some “poetic truths” about the human condition 
and what our ancestors believed.  
 

Friday, October 30, 7:30pm 
Discussion Shabbat Service: The United Nations Today 

 

75 years ago this October, the United Nations charter took effect with 51 member nations. Today, with 193 members, it faces many 
challenges to preserve peace and enhance human well-being. As Humanists, we feel an affinity beyond borders, but world 
government would have both practical and direct democratic challenges. What does the UN mean to us today?  

 

 

 

 

Sci-Fi Book Club 
Tuesday, September 8, 7:30pm 
 

This month we’re reading The Calculating Stars by Mary 
Robinette Kowal. Contact David Hirsch 
scifibookclub@KolHadash.com. 
 
Women’s Group 
Monday, September 14, 1:30pm 
 

The Kol Hadash Women's Group gets together to check in on 
each other, and suggest cultural things to do during 
quarantine, and chat. WE@KolHadash.com. 
 
Book Club 
Wednesday, September 16, 7:30pm 
 

This month we’re reading American Spy by Lauren Wilkinson. 
Contact Stacey Max bookclub@KolHadash.com 

 
Movie Club 
Sunday, October 4, 4:00pm 
 

Watch the movie Notorious on your own (Free on YouTube), 
then we’ll come together virtually for the discussion. 
Contact Susan Addelson movies@KolHadash.com 
 

Women’s Group: Canasta 
Monday, October 5 and October 19, 1:30pm 
 

The Kol Hadash Women's Group gets together to check in on 
each other, and suggest cultural things to do during 
quarantine, and chat. WE@KolHadash.com. 
 
Fall Tailgate Party 
Sunday, October 18, 2:00pm 
 

Back by popular demand … join us for our fall tailgate party! 
Bring a nosh, drink, and chairs for this socially distant 
socializing event.  
 

 

 

Jewish Current Events 
Sunday, October 4, 9:30am 
 

What have been the most important trends in Jewish life over the 
last few months? What’s happening in Israel, and will that affect 
American Jews? From Facebook to The Forward to organizational 
politics, let’s kibbitz (chat) about what’s new. 
  
Introduction to Jewish History 
Tuesday, October 6, 7:30pm 
 

There are two basic questions to history: What happened, and 
what does it mean? Tradition has its answers, and so do we. How 
do we understand what it means for a Humanistic Jew to study 
Jewish history? Join us for the first session of our year-long 
exploration of Jewish history.  
 
Origins 
Tuesday, October 20, 7:30pm 
 

Where did the Jewish people really begin? If Adam and Eve and 
Noah are myths, and Abraham may well also be, and the Exodus 
story is not confirmed by archaeology, where did we come from? 
And where did those stories come from that we thought were our 
history?  
 
Monarchy and Divided Kingdom 
Tuesday, October 27, 7:30pm 
 

Archeology's voice grows louder as we move into the Hebrew 
monarchies. The legendary David and Saul give way to the 
historical Omri, Jehu and Hezekiah. This period may also have 
seen the beginnings of the stories that would become the Torah. 
Join us to explore the real origins of our founding myths.  

Shabbat Services 

Activities Adult Education 

Watch your weekly email for Zoom links and programing updates! 

https://utorontopress.com/us/the-a-x2013-z-of-intermarriage-2
https://www.thebookstall.com/book/9781580058827
https://www.thebookstall.com/book/9780765378385
mailto:scifibookclub@KolHadash.com
mailto:WE@KolHadash.com
https://www.thebookstall.com/book/9780312622893
mailto:bookclub@KolHadash.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6e6YNMQkhs
mailto:movies@KolHadash.com
mailto:WE@KolHadash.com
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Our celebrations will be online this year and will include beautiful music—some recorded, some live—as well as our inspirational 
readings and Rabbi Chalom's stimulating sermons: the same meaningful experiences we want and need from our High Holidays, 
just on a new platform. 

 
We are not selling guest tickets to High Holidays this year. Rather, we ask that you register and make a donation or become a 
Contributing Member of Kol Hadash at a self-chosen financial commitment (see www.kolhadash.com/join-us). One registration 
and donation entitles you to attend all five of the services listed above.  (By way of guidance, in a normal year guest tickets 
cost $250 for all services, or $90 each to purchase tickets for individual services.) 

 
We hope you will be with us in Humanistic "spirit" to welcome in the new year in the same way at the same time, if not in the 
same place.  
 

As a member, you’ll automatically receive a Zoom link to the services, or you can register here. We are not selling guest tickets 
to High Holidays this year. Rather, please ask your guests to register here and (voluntarily) make a donation. Family Services 
require a separate advance registration here. Please do not share your Zoom link on social media or with non-members. 
(Your adult children living elsewhere are very welcome!)  
 

Rosh Hashana  
 

Friday, September 18, 7:30pm (Central Time) 
Who Am I, That I should Confront Pharaoh? 

Moses asks to evade responsibility for leading the Exodus. When we confront our challenges, as individuals and societies, the 
size of the task can be overwhelming. Where can we find the strength to stand up for what needs to be done? 

 

Saturday, September 19, 10:30am (Central Time) 
Am I My Brother's Keeper? 

Cain asks this after the first murder in the Torah. When to care for others, and when for ourselves? How do we balance our 
orbits of concern: ourselves, our family, our tribe, our nation, humanity? When simply breathing in public can be dangerous, 

this challenge echoes even more powerfully. 
 

Family Service:  
Our Family services are aimed at children ages 5-12 but all are welcome to attend.  

 

Saturday, September 19, 2:00pm (Central Time) 
Asking Good Questions 

We learn and grow by asking questions and finding answers. Through stories and songs, 
we will explore the challenges we face today. 

 
 

Yom Kippur  
 

Kol Nidre: Sunday, September 27, 7:30 PM (Central Time) 
Shall Not the Judge Do Justice? 

Abraham challenges the Hebrew God to live up to its role when judging Sodom. Through the Jewish Year just ended, from 
September to September, our trust in democracy, criminal justice, and national authority have been challenged. How can we 

form a more perfect union, and what will it take to make it happen? 
 

Monday, September 28, 10:30 AM (Central Time) 
If Not Now, When? 

Rabbi Hillel’s simple question continues to inspire and to challenge. Some of us may be comfortable in the status quo and thus 
hesitant to change for those beyond our orbit of concern. Dare we tell those suffering now to be patient? What better question 

to ponder as we kick off a New Year? 
 

Family Service:  
Our Family services are aimed at children ages 5-12 but all are welcome to attend.  

 

Monday, September 28, 2:00pm (Central Time) 
Finding Good Answers 

We learn and grow by asking questions and finding answers. Through stories and songs, 
we will explore the challenges we face today. 

 

Memorial & Concluding Services:  
Monday, September 28, 3:30 PM (Central Time) 

Who Can See What Will Happen After? 
Ecclesiastes despairs, and finds consolation, in the thought that this world is all we have. Our losses these last twelve months 
between natural mortality and global pandemic weigh heavily at the conclusion of the year. It is up to us to remember and to 

act in their memory. 

High Holiday Service Schedule 

http://www.kolhadash.com/join-us
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/HH%20Reservation
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/HH%20Reservation
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/family%20HH%20Reservations
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B Mitzvah FAQ Sessions 
 

Tuesday, September 1 

Thursday, September 10 

 

7:30-8:30pm 

via Zoom 

 

 

Intended for parents of children up to 6th grade 
 

Can a Bar or Bat Mitzvah work with your busy schedules, be 
within your financial means, and be meaningful? Yes, yes, and 
yes! Explore your options during this free, informal FAQ 
session with Rabbi Adam Chalom, our Youth Education 
Director, Ilana Shaffer, and our B Mitzvah Coordinator Leah 
Sosewitz. 

 
 

 

Preschool 
Jewish  

Discovery 
10:30-11:30am 

 

 
 

Free monthly enrichment class!  
Open to everyone! 

 
September 20 

High Holidays for Tots 
 

October 4 
Sukkot 

 
 

Children ages 2-6 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam Chalom and 
veteran preschool teacher Lynn Miller as they explore a Jewish 
holiday or cultural value along with interactive songs, books, and 
hands-on activities. There is time for a snack, and for the children 
and parents to socialize. At-home resources will also be provided. 

 

 

High Holidays for Tots 
 

Sunday, September 20, 10:30am 
Brickyards Park, Deerfield 

 
for children up to 6 years old 

 

Celebrate the New Year with stories, 
songs and activities! 

 

Holiday Storytimes for Tots 
 

Celebrate Jewish Holidays with stories & 
activities for children up to age 2 with an 
grownup. See flyer for details. 

 

High Holidays 
Tuesday, September 15  

Wednesday, September 16 
 

Sukkot 
Wednesday, October 7  

Sunday, October 11 

Please be sure to check your weekly email for scheduling changes due to coronavirus protocol. 
Youth Education and Family Events: Contact Ilana Shaffer, youthed@KolHadash.com, 773-209-8266 

Youth Education 

 

Sukkot & Simchat Torah 
Service 

 

Sunday, October 11, 4:00-6:00pm  
in the Kol Hadash Sukkah 

at the North Shore Unitarian Church 
 

Celebrate the fall harvest festival  
in our sukkah 

 
Help build the Sukkah on October 4 

 
 

 

Sukkot & Simchat Torah 
Book Drive 

 

Bring your gently used children’s books to 
support our book drive for Bernie’s Book Bank! 

 

Collection Dates: 
Sunday, October 4 
Sunday, October 11 

mailto:youthed@KolHadash.com
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Mazel Tov to Elyse on a beautiful Bat Mitzvah from Rabbi Chalom and the entire Kol 
Hadash family! Because our students can choose their own Torah portion, Elyse focused on 
the power of dreams and imagination from the Joseph story in Genesis. Visit our website 
to learn more about our B Mitzvah program.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who came out for our "Movable Feast" event!  
This tailgating party made the most of our current situation, noshing and drinking outdoors 
at distance.  Held at the Prairie View Metra Station, small groups gathered in four locations 
marked by different color balloons. Every 30 minutes, people moved to different locations 
so as to have a chance to visit with different people. The event was so successful that 
attendees asked for a repeat, which is scheduled for October 18. Please join us!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Inspired by the popular and successful “tailgate” gathering in July, the Winers met 
outdoors on August 22nd.   The weather was perfect, and we were treated to a 
spectacular sunset over the Somme Woods forest preserve.  Thank you to member 
Nathan Wagner for making his back porch available, and to Susan Wagner for a lot 
of heavy lifting to make the gathering gracious and safe.  And thank you to Lisa 
Jacobs for hauling her electronic keyboard and providing musical background.   

Kol Hadash in Action 

https://bit.ly/2DomKHi
https://bit.ly/2DomKHi
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September Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the September 11 Shabbat service.  

 
 
 
 
 

Robert P. Cottle 
Ruby Finnell 
Evelyn Goldberg 
Harold Goldman 
Leah Goldman 

Kopel Gordon 
Mary Gurolnick 
Burton Harris 
Yitzhak Holland 
Joe Honor 
 

Theodore Horwitz 
Louis Kusnetz 
Obbie Lakin 
Lillian Lieberfarb 
Debora Litwin 
 

Don Litz 
Irving Milstein 
Al Parker 
Max Rittenberg 
Audrey Rothenberg 
Jeremy Samson 

Tributes 
Faye Eisenberg, donation to support High Holiday oneg bags 
Michelle Fishman, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander, General Fund, wishing Glynis Hirsch a speedy recovery 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Friedman Family Fund 
Jane & Rudolph Lederer, General Fund, in memory of Marianne Klein Lederer 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz, donation to support High Holiday oneg bags 
Margie Marcus, General Fund, in honor of Dave Smith 
Lynn & Elliot Miller, General Fund, in honor of Elyse Shaffer’s Bat Mitzvah 
Marsha Milstein, General Fund, wishing Glynis Hirsch a speedy recovery 
Sarah & Daniel Press, Lippitz/Wagner Fund, in honor of Mike Lippitz and family, wishing you a safe and hopeful new year! 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, General Fund donation 
Ilana & Marty Shaffer, High Holiday donation to co-sponsor video equipment upgrades at NSUC 
Kim Stone & Ken Wexler, General Fund, in memory of Adeline Cohn 
 
Yom Kippur Memorial 
Susan & Roger Addelson, Elaine & Jerry Baer, Alexandra & Bill Brook, Janet Century, Marcia Cottle, Irene & Allan Dorfman, 
Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle, Toby Fisher, Rabbi Dan Friedman, Dawn & Mark Friedman, Joyce & William Goldman,  
Ric Granroth, Leah Sosewitz & Helga Gruenbauer, Peggy Bartelstein & Bill Gurolnick, Paula & David Harris,  
Glynis & David Hirsch, Julia & Richard Katz, Abbie & Clark Kopelman, Susie & Andrew Kramer, Roz & Art Kroft,  
Nina & K. Michael Lipkin, Leslie & David Loughnane, Hope Malis, Margie Marcus, Leora Hatchwell & Tom McCune,  
Lynn & Elliot Miller, Marsha Milstein, Sharon & Stan Noskin, Lita PAssen, Judith Perlman, Lorna & Ellard Pfaelzer,  
Victoria Ratnaswamy, Sally Wisper, Kathryn Schoenbrod, Marcy & Paul Schumacker, Sheila & Ron Sebor,  
Michele & Joel Shoolin, Merle & James Styer, Laurie & Michael White 
 

Virtual High Holiday Choir Sponsorship 
Susan & Roger Addelson, Sarah Beatty, Joan Chase, Marcia Cottle, Miriam Fisch, Toby Fisher, Lori Gerberding,  
Joyce & William Goldman, Paula & David Harris, Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Glynis & David Hirsch, James & Minerva 
Weiss Foundation, Julia & Richard Katz, Dori Rosenbloom & Chet Mirman, Lynne & Neil Samuels, Marcy & Paul Schumacker, 
Sheila & Ron Sebor 
 

Supporting Donation 
Miriam Fisch, Leah Sosewitz & Helga Gruenbauer, Rhonda & Robert Hart, Julia & Richard Katz, Andi & Thomas Kenney, 
Lousie Neidorf, Sharon Rothstein, Tamar & Ron Schwartz, Ilana & Marty Shaffer 

 

Sustaining Members 
Susan & Roger Addelson, Janet Century, Irene & Allan Dorfman, Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle, Andrea & Mark Friedlander, 
Lori Gerberding, Paula & David Harris, Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Glynis & David Hirsch, Joyce & Richard Hirsch,  

Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz, Lynn & Elliot Miller, Lorna & Ellard Pfaelzer, Sharon Rothstein, Ilana & Marty Shaffer,  

Sue & Ilya Talman, Laurie & Michael White  

Family News & Thank You 
• Mazel Tov to the Shaffer Family for Elyse’s Bat Mitzvah! 

• Wishing Glynis Hirsch a swift recovery from recent medical treatment. 

• Wishing Sandra Schechner a swift recovery from ongoing medical treatment 

• Wishing Happy Stone a swift recovery from recent surgery. 

• Wishing Rick Henricksen swift recovery from recent surgery 

• Deep condolences to Pearl and Larry Cohn, and Kim Stone and Ken Wexler on the death of Adeline Cohn 

• Thank you to Mitch Apley, Ken Burk and Jeremy Owens for their technical assistance with the webcast of the Shaffer 
Bat Mitzvah.  

Albert Simon 
Celia Sonis 
Shelley Sosewitz 
Louise Weigley 
Arnold Wisper 
Barney Wolk 

October Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the October 16 Shabbat service.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenore Adler 
Albert Baer 
Anita Edwards 
Wende Fretzin 
Melvin Gerberding 

Eileen Herron 
Lottie Hirsch 
George Jerris 
Grace Kelner 
Bernice Kirsner 
 

Alice Lakin 
Frieda Levitt 
Leopold Levoy 
David Marcus 
Ben Matthews 
 

Belle Matthews 
Bonnie Pashkow 
Morris Richter 
Nathan Rothenberg 
Daniel Rothenberg 
 
 

Alvin Samson 
Bertie Sarasohn 
Jacob Schechner 
Harry Shepard 
Robert Slaw 
Katherine Tankel-Lipkin 



September 2020 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 
 
B Mitzvah FAQ Session 
for Parents (online) 
7:30pm 
 

2 3 
 
Steering Committee 
(online)  
7:30pm 

4 
 

 

5 
 

6 
 
No Sunday School 
(Labor Day) 

7 

 
Labor Day 

8 
 
Sci-Fi Book Club: 
The Calculating Stars by 
Mary Robinette Kowal 
(online) 7:30pm 

9 
 

 

10 
 
B Mitzvah FAQ Session 
for Parents (online) 
7:30pm 
 

11 
 
Shabbat Guest Speaker: 
Rabbi Denise Handlarski 
(online) 7:30pm 

12 
 
 

13 
 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Brickyards Park, Deerfield 

14 
 
Women’s Chat Group 
(online) 1:30pm 

15 
 

jBaby Parent-Tot 
Storytime for High Holidays 
Jewett Park, Deerfield 
10:00am 

16 
 
jBaby Parent-Tot 
Storytime for High Holidays 
Sunset Woods Park, HP 
10:00am 
 
Book Club: American Spy 
by Lauren Wilkinson 
(online) 7:30pm 

17 
 
 

18 
 
Rosh Hashana  
Evening Service (online) 
7:30pm 

19 
 
Rosh Hashana 
Morning Service 
(online) 10:30am 
 
Family Service (online) 
2:00pm 

20 
 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Brickyards Park, Deerfield 
 
High Holidays for Tots & 
Preschool Jewish Discovery 
Brickyards Park, Deerfield 
10:30am 

21 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
 

  

26 
 
 

27 
 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Brickyards Park, Deerfield 
 
Yom Kippur  
Evening Service (online) 
7:30pm  
 

28 
 
Yom Kippur  
Morning Service 
(online) 10:30am 
 
Family Service 
(online) 2:00pm 
 
Memorial Service 
(online) 3:30pm 

29 
 
 

30 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



October 2020 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 1 
Steering Committee 
(online) 7:30pm 

2 

Discussion Shabbat:Talking 
About Race(online) 7:30pm 

3 
 

4 
Sunday School 9:30am 
Brickyards Park, Deerfield 
 

Adult Education:  
Jewish Current Events 9:30am 
 

Simchat Torah Children’s Book 
Drive, Brickyards Park, Deerfield 
9:30am 
 

Sukkah Construction 9:30am 
North Shore Unitarian Church 
 

Preschool Jewish Discovery: 
Sukkot, Brickyards Park, Deerfield 
10:30am 
 

Movie Club: Notorious 
(online) 4:00pm 

5 

 
Women’s Group (online) 
1:30pm 

6 
 
Adult Education: 
Introduction to Jewish 
History 
(online) 7:30pm 

7 
 

jBaby Parent-Tot 
Storytime in the Sukkah 
10:00am  

8 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
No Sunday School 
 

jBaby Parent-Tot Storytime in the 
Sukkah, North Shore Unitarian 
Church, 3:00pm 
 

Sukkot & Simchat Torah Service 
North Shore Unitarian Church 
4:00pm 
 

Children’s Book Drive 
North Shore Unitarian Church 
4:00pm 
 

Take Down Sukkah 
North Shore Unitarian Church 
5:30pm 

12 
 
 

13 
 

 

14 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 
Music Shabbat Service: 
In The Beginning 
(online) 7:30pm 

17 
 

18 
Sunday School(online) 9:30am 
 

Fall Tailgate Party, 2:00pm 

19 
Women’s Group (online) 
1:30pm 

20 
Adult Education: 
Origins (online) 7:30pm 

21 
 
 

22 23 24 

25 
Sunday School 
(online) 9:30am 

26 27 
Adult Education: 
Monarchy & Divided 
Kingdom (online) 7:30pm 

28 
 

29 30 
Discussion Shabbat Service: 
The United Nations Today 
(online) 7:30pm 

31 



 

www.KolHadash.com 

 
 

 

 

For parents of students up to 6th grade 
 

Tuesday, August 25 

Tuesday, September 1 

Thursday, September 10  

7:30–8:30pm•on Zoom 
                        

Open to everyone! 
         
 
 

• Are you debating how (or whether) to have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah for your child? 
 

• Are you feeling pressure because “how it’s supposed to be” and “how it’s always been done” 

isn’t a good fit for your family? 
 

• Are you concerned that non-Jewish family members might not be allowed to participate fully? 
 

• Are you looking for a custom celebration that will be both personal and meaningful, 

balancing Jewish traditions and your unique family heritage? 
 

Explore your options during this free, informal FAQ session 

with Rabbi Adam Chalom, our Youth Education Director, and our B Mitzvah Coordinator  
 

You may also schedule a one-on-one information session by Zoom, by phone or email with 

Rabbi Chalom, our Youth Education director, or our B Mitzvah Coordinator 

 
Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 

Sunday School Try Out 
For families interested in our education program from preschool through 

confirmation, your child can join their grade’s class for the day. 
 

There is no expectation of a commitment by attending. 



 

www.KolHadash.com 

How is Our B Mitzvah Different from All Other B Mitzvahs? 
 

The Kol Hadash B Mitzvah program (gender-neutral, non-binary term for “Bar Mitzvah” and/or 

“Bat Mitzvah”) is unique, meaningful, and personal to the student in many ways: 

 

1. Our B Mitzvah preparation fits into the busy lives of today’s middle-schoolers and their 

families.  Students learn Hebrew through one-on-one tutoring sessions. 

 

2. Our Hebrew curriculum balances the need for Hebrew reading skills with an 

understanding of Hebrew as a modern, living language. 
 

3. Rather than be automatically assigned the Torah or Haftorah portion coinciding with 

their B Mitzvah service date, our students choose their own Torah portion, whichever 

one they find to be most inspirational or meaningful. 

 

4. Students have the choice to read from other Jewish literature or do a Jewish-related 

research project instead of reading from the Torah. 

 

5. All the readings and music celebrate the milestone of becoming a B Mitzvah. The B 

Mitzvah is the only reason for the gathering. 

 

6. Every B Mitzvah service is devoted to only one student. 

 

7. Families can customize their B Mitzvah celebration service by choosing their favorite 

readings and music from an array of options. 

 

8. All parents of B Mitzvah students participate fully in our ceremonies. We are fully 

welcoming and inclusive of modern families in all their diversity. 

 

9. Following the B Mitzvah presentation, the parents have the opportunity to  share  their 

feelings about the occasion in a short but meaningful address to their child. 

 

10. Families may honor other family members and friends by having them read selections 

from the service, hold the Torah, or light candles on our  congregational menorah. 

 

11. Service readings are in English and sensitive to a diverse audience, enabling all family 

members (of all ethnic and religious backgrounds) to equally and meaningfully 

participate. 

 

12. Our families almost always get their first choice of date. Ceremonies can be held on a 

Friday evening, Saturday morning or Saturday evening. 
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Holiday Storytimes for Young Children 
 

Celebrate the Jewish High Holidays with stories, songs and activities especially for young children. 

Everyone is welcome at this free, family program. Rabbi Adam Chalom and our Youth Education 

Director will lead holiday activities for children up to age 2 (older siblings welcome) with a grown up. 

There will be time to get to know other families in your community, too. Resources for celebrating the 

High Holidays in your home will also be provided.  

 
 

Tuesday, September 15, 10:00-10:45AM 

Jewett Park Pavilion, Deerfield 

 

Wednesday, September 16, 10:00-10:45 AM 

Sunset Woods Park, Small Pavilion, Highland Park 
 

 
RSVP on Kol Hadash website Calendar 

RSVPs encouraged - walk-ins welcome 
 

 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation celebrates Jewish identity and culture by replacing worship 

with a belief in human responsibility and equality – for us, it’s about people, not prayer.   
 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 
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Sunday, September 20 ∙ 10:30-11:30am 

Brickyards Park, Deerfield 

 

Celebrate the Jewish High Holidays with stories, songs and activities especially for young 

children. Everyone is welcome at this free, family program. Rabbi Adam Chalom and 

veteran preschool teacher Lynn Miller will lead holiday activities for children up to age 6 with 

a grown up. There will be time to get to know other families in your community, too. 

Resources for celebrating the High Holidays in your home will also be provided. 

Older siblings can come at 9:30am for our Sunday School Try Out and join their grade’s class 

(register on our website, please). 

 

RSVP on Kol Hadash website calendar 

 

 

 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 



 

 
Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 
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Free monthly enrichment class open to everyone 
  

Children ages 2-6 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam Chalom and veteran preschool teacher Lynn 

Miller as they explore a Jewish holiday or cultural value along with interactive songs, books and 

hands-on activities. There is time for the children and parents to socialize, too. At home resources will 

also be provided. 

 

Older siblings can come at 9:30am for our Sunday School Try Out and join their grade’s class (register 

on our website, please). 

 

 Monthly on Sundays at 10:30-11:30am 

at our Sunday School 
 

Please register on our website calendar at KolHadash.com. 
 

 

August 30 — Getting to Know You 

We kick off the first day of Sunday School together. 

 

 

 

September 20 — High Holidays for Tots  

We welcome the New Year and hear the Shofar! 

 

 

 

October 4 — Sukkot 

We’ll make decorations for our own mini-Sukkah. 

 

 

 

 

November 22 — Tikkun Olam 

We’ll participate in an age-appropriate service project. 

 

 

 

 

December 13 — Hanukkah 

We’ll make holiday crafts and join the Sunday School Family Hanukkah Party. 



 

A Safe Place provides shelter, court advocacy, referrals and other supportive services for victims of 

domestic violence. Visit https://asafeplaceforhelp.org/ for more information. 
 

 

 

 

 

Monday, September 28 ∙ 12:15-1:15pm 

North Shore Unitarian Church Parking Lot 

2100 Half Day Road, Deerfield 

Rabbi Chalom will be there to greet everyone (but no hugs)! 

 

Please head on over to your local store  

or clean out your cupboards a little more. 

 

Then hop into your car and vroom,  

no one said we always have to Zoom. 

 

Drop your goods off in our car,  

a little good always goes really far! 
 

Wish List Items: 

Hand Soap, Laundry Pods, Deodorant, Baby Wipes, 

 Disinfecting Products, Baby Shampoo, Body Soap, 

 Razors, Face Tissue, Cleaning Products, Aluminum Foil, 

 Ziploc Bags, Lotion, Ethnic Hair Care Products,  

Garbage Bags, New Pillows 

 

 

 
 

https://asafeplaceforhelp.org/


 
 

Suggestions for a meaningful 
High Holidays remote service experience 

 
➢ Consider where you plan to experience the service. Where would 

be the most comfortable and most likely to put you in the right 
frame of mind? Consider decorating that space for the event with 
a tablecloth, runner, or flowers. 

➢ What will you sit on? How can you make it as comfortable as 
possible for the time you will be sitting there? 

➢ How can you make your screen feel less like a work device? 
Maybe push the laptop/computer screen farther away, or cover 
the keyboard, or arrange to have the display on a TV screen. 

➢ If you are unable to be with close family, consider having pictures 
of them at hand to see. You can call them before services to 
engage those personal connections. 

➢ Try to limit distractions: silence electronic devices as you would 
in the sanctuary and turn off email and social media notifications 
on the device you are using. Try not to open other programs or 
web browser tabs that will distract you. You can also leave other 
electronic devices in another room entirely! 

➢ If others in your home are not participating in the service, ask 
them to respect the time and space set aside for this observance 
by not disturbing you. 

➢ Wear clothing that will help you feel the personal meaning of the 
moment. 

➢ Make sure you have a printed copy of our services – Kol Hadash 
members and High Holiday guests received these with our High 
Holiday gifts and/or by email as printable PDFs. 

➢ The evening or day of the service, consider what you can to do 
put yourself in a good frame of mind before the experience – a 
walk, meditation, music, or simply a few moments of silence. 

➢ Be ready for both new experiences and favorite memories. 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Thanks to Rabbi Richard Hirsch & Rabbi Elyse Goldstein for ideas included here. 



 

 
  

Jewish History 
they didn’t teach in Sunday School…  

 
If Abraham is a myth, where did the Jewish people really begin? Was there an Exodus? How has 
Judaism evolved from Jerusalem cult to international culture? Join us for an Introduction to Jewish 
History adult education course taught by Rabbi Adam Chalom. Classes are held on selected Tuesday 
evenings, 7:30-8:30pm through Zoom. Feel free to drop in for any topic.  Classes are open to all, free 
of charge. 
 

 
October 6: Introduction 

October 20: Origins 

October 27: Monarchy & Divided Kingdon 

November 10: Yahvism: The God of the Hebrews 

November 17: Exile & Creation of the Torah 

December 1: The Priestly Period 

December 8: Greeks & Maccabees 

December 15: Roman Period 

January 12: Establishing Rabbinic Judaism 

January 19: The Islamic Empire 

January 26: Sephardic Judaism 

February 2: Ashkenazic Jewry 

 

February 9: Kabbalah & Hasidism 

February 16: Enlightenment & Emancipation 

March 2: Modern Anti-Semitism 

March 9: Jewish Nationalism 

March 16: Holocaust 

March 30: The American Jewish Experience 

April 20:  Israel 

April 27: Conclusions 

May 4: The American Jewish Landscape 

May 11: Jewish Current Events  

May 18: The History of Humanistic Judaism 

 

 

 
 

To RSVP, or for any questions about this course, contact Rabbi Chalom  
(rabbi@KolHadash.com or 847‐383‐5184). 

 
   
 

Come find out how we came to be who we are! 
 
 

www.KolHadash.com 
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Holiday Storytimes for Young Children 
 

Celebrate the Jewish fall harvest festival of Sukkot with stories, songs and activities 

especially for young children.  Everyone is welcome at this free, family program. Rabbi 

Adam Chalom and our Youth Education Director will lead holiday activities for children 

up to age 2 (older siblings welcome) with a grown up.  There will be time to get to know 

other families in your community, too.  Resources for celebrating Sukkot in your home 

will also be provided.  
 

 

 

Wednesday, October 7 

In Kol Hadash Sukkah, 

North Shore Unitarian Church 

10:00-10:45 AM 

 

 

Sunday, October 11 

In Kol Hadash Sukkah, 

North Shore Unitarian Church 

3:00-3:45 PM 
 

 

 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation celebrates Jewish identity and culture by replacing 

worship with a belief in human responsibility and equality – for us, it’s about people, not prayer.  
 

RSVP on Kol Hadash website Calendar 

RSVPs encouraged - walk-ins welcome 
 

 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 
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Sunday, October 11 

4:00-5:00 Sukkot Service 
(including children's crafts activities to decorate the Sukkah) 

5:00-6:00 Picnic Dinner (Bring Your Own)  
 

 

Outside at North Shore Unitarian Church 

2100 Half Day Road, Deerfield 

(rain or shine) 
 

Celebrate fall by joining us for our all-ages event near our Sukkah to celebrate Sukkot and Simchat 

Torah. Sukkot is the fall Jewish harvest holiday, and Simchat Torah is a celebration of Jewish learning 

and our oldest book. We will be observing Covid health protocols (outdoors, masks, sanitizing, no 

shared materials, etc.) Rabbi Adam Chalom will lead a brief service, including lulav branches, etrog 

fruit and Torah scroll “show and tell.”  

  

We will provide an individually packed craft activity for children to create and place in the Sukkah or 

take home. 
  

Bring your own picnic for your family along with chairs or blankets to sit around our sukkah. 

 

Also be sure to help us with our Simchat Torah Children’s Book Drive by bringing your new or gently 

used children’s books to donate to Bernie’s Book Bank!  

 

RSVP on Kol Hadash website calendar 
 
 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 


