
     Things to watch for and Discussion Topics For Alfred           
Hitchcock’s Notorious -1946 

Before considering the discussion topics here are a few things to 
watch for while viewing the film. 

* The kissing scene. The production code that was in force at his 
time ruled that any kiss between a man and a woman could last 
no more than three seconds. Any longer was judged to be 
lascivious and was not allowed. Notice how Hitchcock gets 
past this prohibition in the scene with Alicia and Devlin. 

*  Hitchcock films often inject a McGuffin into the plot. A 
McGuffin can be seen as an object or device in the film that the 
protagonist pursues that ultimately is of little or no importance 
to the main plot. What is the McGuffin in Notorious? 

* The crane shot used at the party at Sebastian’s mansion is a    
masterpiece of film technique. Notice how it begins in a POV 
shot from upstairs and descends from this high perspective to 
an extreme closeup of the key in Alicia’s hand. 

* Pay close attention to the symbolism surrounding the acts of 
smoking and drinking in the film. 

Discussion Topics 

1. The film has an interesting prescience considering it was 
written in 1944 while WWll was still raging. Sebastian is said 
to work for IG Farben. This is before the company’s supplying 
Zyklon B to the Nazis was widely known.Uranium is seen as 
an important element a full year before the US first used the 
atomic bomb. The plot includes former Nazis who have 



escaped to South America a full year before that news was 
widely known. 

2. How is the US intelligence service portrayed? 
3. Who’s story is this? Whose point of view is being shown? 
4. Describe Devlin’s attitude towards Alicia and his view of their 

relationship. 
5. Describe Alicia’s attitude toward Devlin and her view of their 

relationship. 
6. In the party scene in Alicia’s apartment we only see the back 

of Devlin’s head for a long time. He is not an active participant 
in the proceedings. Why do you feel Hitchcock presents  this 
character in this way? Does it have anything to do with his 
place in the narrative or his occupation in the film? Why 
would Hitchcock introduce a star of Grant’s magnitude in this 
way? 

7. How are the activities of drinking and smoking used to 
portray evolving character or relationships in the film? 

8. What triggers Devlin’s decision to finally become proactive 
and save Alicia? 

9. How do you feel about Sebastian at the end of the film when 
he is left behind by Devlin? Is his fate sealed? 

 
 


