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Shalom from Rabbi Adam Chalom 
Inheritance and Authenticity   

 

All modern Jews are heirs to Jewish tradition and culture. One of the 

challenges of being heirs is choosing from our inheritance while being 

authentic to ourselves. 

 

The generations of Jews who came before us created their Judaisms in 

their own image, based on their own beliefs and values. In some areas we 

agree with them: we too would love our neighbor as ourselves and be kind 

to the stranger because we too have been strangers.  In other areas, 

however we disagree, sometimes vehemently: our values do not prioritize 

men over women or Jews over everyone else, and we do not feel 

commanded to praise and petition a cosmic King. It does not help our 

sense of self to deny our disagreements, or to squelch our discomfort with 

texts and rituals that clash with our commitments to equality, freedom 

and human agency. 

 

We are entitled to living our own lives by our values; if we only did what our parents, our grandparents and 

their grandparents would have wanted us to do, then it would not be our life. Yet we also want to remain 

connected to them beyond genetics or adopted ancestry. We find meaning in celebrating the holidays they 

celebrated, using the menorahs and kiddush cups they used, singing melodies and eating foods that have 

been treasured Jewish experiences for generations even if we do not believe what they believed. 

 

Naturally, different Jews today have different beliefs, so they will also have differing points of discontinuity 

with their Jewish inheritance. Yet even Jews who share core values and beliefs, like Humanistic Jews, may 

still differ on what they choose to do with their inheritance. Some are comfortable standing for a Torah scroll 

as a sign of respect for Jewish wisdom, others feel uncomfortable doing so because of objectionable content. 

Some may feel inauthentic wearing traditional religious garb like a kippah/yarmulke [skullcap] or tallit 

[prayer shawl], others see them as emblematic of Jewish communal life. Some may even find the terms 

“rabbi” and “congregation” too religious and thus inconsistent with their secular lifestyle, while others are 

comfortable understanding them functionally as “teacher/leader” and “community.” 

 

Like scientists and scholars who agree on methods but not conclusions, we must each find our own balance of 

inheritance and authenticity. We agree that both are important, and we agree that there should be 

consistency between the two. The space between individual choices is our opportunity for meaningful 

dialogue and building community through diversity. 

 

If you want to explore the topic of Inheritance and Authenticity further, join us for a panel discussion with 

Rabbi Adam Chalom, Rabbi Jodi Kornfeld and Rabbi Sivan Malkin Maas on Saturday morning, April 23 – 

look inside The Shofar for more information! This program will be offered both in-person at Kol Hadash 

and online. 
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Greetings Kol Hadashians! 
 

Humanistic National Gathering: Celebrate, Learn, Reconnect, is the 

next gathering of the Society of Humanistic Judaism (SHJ) April 22-23, and 

coincides with some other exciting events. It is planned (covid cooperation-

dependent) to be in-person right here at Kol Hadash! I am so excited to share this 

weekend of events, and want to encourage all of you to participate in some or all of 

the offerings. More details and registration are available through this 

link, and please keep an eye on your KH Weekly email! 
 

Click Here for Registration Link 
 

The weekend kicks off Friday April 22 at 7:30 pm at the North Shore Unitarian 

Church with Shabbat and the IISHJ (International Institute for Secular and 

Humanistic Judaism) Rabbinic ordination. Our own Rabbi Chalom is the IISHJ 

Dean and will lead the service along with Rabbi Miriam Jerris of the SHJ, ordaining two new rabbis in our movement, 

Mary Raskin from Portland, OR (Mary also serves as the SHJ Board President) and Jeffrey Schesnol of Or Adam in 

Phoenix, AZ. We will also celebrate graduates of the IISHJ Officiant program, including our own Marla Davis! 
 

The next morning, back at the NSUC are three learning sessions from 9:00am-12:30pm with Rabbi Adam and 

colleagues Rabbi Sivan Maas from Israel, Rabbi Jodi Kornfeld of Beth Chaverim, and Rabbi Miriam Jerrisof the SHJ.  
 

• 9am-10am: Torah Study with Rabbi Sivan Maas and Rabbi Adam Chalom 

       Parashat Re’eh – Deuteronomy 11:26–16:17  
 

• 10:10am-11:10am – Roots and Branches – “Who and what the intellectual ancestors of Humanistic Judaism? 

What does our choice of ancestors tell us about who we are today?” Rabbi Adam Chalom, Rabbi Miriam Jerris, 

Rabbi Jodi Kornfeld 
 

• 11:10am-12:10pm- Learning Session – Inheritance and Authenticity – “How do Secular Humanistic Jews 

approach, adapt and use their religious Jewish inheritance?” Rabbi Adam Chalom, Rabbi Jodi Kornfelt and Rabbi 

Sivan Maas 
 

After lunch a busload of us will take a field trip to the Illinois Holocaust museum for the Stonewall/LGBTQ+ history 

exhibit. 
 

Saturday evening we return to the NSUC for dinner and are lucky enough to have booked the always hilarious and 

moving storytellers of You’re Being Ridiculous! Jeremy Owens, our very own KH Administrator extraordinaire is the 

YBR creator and producer. They’ve performed all over the area in the “before times,” including at Steppenwolf Theater, 

and we can’t wait to see them at the NSUC! Wine and desserts are of course, say it with me, “Covid Dependent.” 
 

Some background: as most of you (hopefully) know, in addition to being the Kol Hadash Steering Committee Chair, I 

serve as the KH representative to the Board of the SHJ. In the “before times” I would travel to the Detroit area twice a 

year to attend SHJ Board meetings that were, in effect, SHJ Board retreats (much work and business was also 

conducted!). One of the many aspects of SHJ participation that I’ve enjoyed and benefited from is the community 

formed by the SHJ attendees over the years. It’s always interesting, inspiring, and a lot of fun to engage with members 

of Humanistic Jewish communities from all over the country (and beyond!), as well as independent members from 

areas without an SHJ community. I’ve enjoyed hearing individual stories and learning all of the different ways that our 

communities are “Doing Jewish Differently.” 
 

Please consider joining us in person for this exciting, meaningful weekend! Some of the offerings will include online 

options to at least view and possibly participate. 

 

Society for Secular Humanistic Judaism Update 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, Steering Committee Chair and SHJ Representative 

https://shj.org/national-gathering-2022/
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.11.26?ven=The_Contemporary_Torah,_Jewish_Publication_Society,_2006&vhe=Miqra_according_to_the_Masorah&lang=bi&aliyot=0
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Save the NEW DATE 
 

The Kol Hadash annual FUNdraiser  
Sunday, May 15, 4:00 to 6:30pm  

at Highwood Bocce Club 

 

Are you ready to celebrate in-person with your Kol Hadash 

community? We will gather, safely, at the Bocce Club in 

Highwood, which has both outdoor and large, open indoor 

spaces. Don’t worry if you don’t know how to play bocce—We’ll 

teach you! There will be food, drink, sweets, and much more. 

We’ll play and party (while raising some funds for our 

congregation). More information including pandemic protocols 

and a formal invitation coming soon. 

 

Could you help out, even just a little bit? Please contact David Hirsch development@kolhadash.com.   

 

mailto:development@kolhadash.com
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3rd/4th/5th Grade Class Shabbat 
Friday, March 4, 7:30pm       in-person 

Led by Karen Jackson, our 3rd-4th-5th grade class has been 
exploring Jewish roots through the experience of coming to the 
United States. The class will lead this family shabbat celebration 
and share some of what they’ve learned! 
 

Music Shabbat Service:  
Adult Purim Celebration 

Friday, March 11, 7:30pm       in-person & on Zoom 
(March Yahrtzeit Service) 

“A sakh Homens, nor ein Purim – So many Hamans, only one 
Purim!” In a Jewish year when we need laughter, Purim comes as 
a welcome opportunity to retell a classic story of anti-Jewish 
hatred turned to triumph (and victory’s own excesses). Join us to 
sing, laugh, boo and cheer, and also to consider how these ancient 
stories may speak to our present moment. 
 

Shabbat Service:  
What’s A Joke? The Ethics of Humor 

Friday, April 1, 7:30pm       in-person & on Zoom 
Today, insult and offense are treated as a kind of emotional 
violence. And we are more aware than ever of the feelings of 
racial and sexual minorities. Politicians, media figures and 
especially comedians have been trying to adjust to the new 
cultural landscape and its pitfalls. Can we discern guidelines for 
the new rules of laughter? 

6th/7th Grade Class Shabbat 
Friday, April 8, 7:30pm       in-person  

Led by Irene Chase, our 6th-7th grade class has been exploring the 
Holocaust. Their studies have touched on politics, ethics, media 
imagery and social conflict in addition to history and Jewish 
memory. This Shabbat, they will share with the congregation 
some of what they’ve learned, and what the world needs to know. 

 

Ordination Shabbat 
Friday, April 22, 7:30pm       in-person & on Zoom 

This Shabbat, two new rabbis will be ordained by the 
International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism as part of 
a weekend organized in cooperation with the Society for 
Humanistic Judaism (SHJ). Both new rabbis, Mary Raskin and 
Jeffrey Schesnol, have served as presidents of the SHJ and are 
deeply committed to our movement. We will also celebrate the 
graduation of several IISHJ-trained Life Cycle Officiants, and 
connect with Humanistic Jews from across North America. All 
are encouraged to come and celebrate this historic occasion! 

 

Discussion Shabbat Service:  
Yom Hashoah/Holocaust Memorial Day – 

Antisemitism in 2022  
Friday, April 29, 7:30pm       in-person & on Zoom 

(February Yahrtzeit Service) 
Author Dara Horn’s provocative People Love Dead Jews: 
Reports from a Haunted Present raises uncomfortable questions 
about today’s simultaneous interest in the Holocaust and rising 
antisemitism, including which stories are told about Jews past 
and present. Join us for an important discussion. 

Shabbat Services 

Adult Education 
Liturgy 

Tuesday, March 1, 7:30pm      in-person & on Zoom 
Ceremonial language differs from literature and philosophy, even 
though it draws from both. How we express gratitude, hope, or 
solidarity through shared words helps to define both present 
community and continuity with tradition.  
 

Modern Literature 
Tuesday, March 8, 7:30pm      in-person & on Zoom 

Jews did not stop writing (or reading) after the Biblical canon 
was closed. In some ways, today’s authors speak more eloquently 
to our Jewish condition than our ancient sources. Of course, we 
also have to decide what IS Jewish literature?  
 

Movies 
Tuesday, March 15, 7:30pm      in-person & on Zoom 

Jewish culture continues to be created in all forms, including the 
movies. Beyond the Jewishness of early Hollywood moguls, 
cinema has been a fruitful medium to explore and express Jewish 
issues for over 100 years. What is your favorite Jewish movie?  
 

Music and Art 
Tuesday, March 29, 7:30pm      in-person & on Zoom 

Rabbinic Judaism privileged the written word and verbal 
expression, but Jewish visual and musical creativity have always 
been integral elements in Jewish culture. Their explosion in the 
last century when freed from rabbinic restriction is testimony to 
their importance then and now.  
 
 

Lifestyle 
Tuesday, April 9, 7:30pm      in-person & on Zoom 

Jewish culture is not only the high culture of synagogues and 
sermons, but also the everyday lives of ordinary people. What do 
they eat and wear, how do they earn a living and interact with their 
neighbors, how are women, men and children treated differently – 
these questions expose entirely new aspects of Jewish history and 
identity.  

Languages 
Tuesday, April 12, 7:30pm      in-person & on Zoom 

Jewish life balances acculturation with distinct identity: learning 
the languages of the people around us while writing in our ancient 
alphabet and our distinctive vocabulary. It’s much deeper than 
Yiddish curse words!  

 
Varieties of Jewish Cultures 

Tuesday, April 26, 7:30pm      in-person & on Zoom 
What do the many varieties of Jewish cultures from around the 
globe have in common? Where do they diverge? How have various 
climates, surrounding cultures, and unique histories created 
internal Jewish diversity?  

Please click here for videos of previous sessions, and click this 
link for an online shared folder with class outlines and readings.  
 
 
All are welcome, contact Jeremy at info@KolHadash.com for 
more information on how to attend. 

Please see weekly email for most up to date 
information about how to attend events. 

 
All are welcome, contact Jeremy at info@KolHadash.com for 

more information on how to attend. 
Miss any of our recent programs? Most of them 

have been recorded posted on YouTube  

https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/people-love-dead-jews-reports-from-a-haunted-present
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/people-love-dead-jews-reports-from-a-haunted-present
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyHcweASuE68-mlDnh2KRDSSIeAP1xERO
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AkG9gAgl9D2fgbRyOnxKOaBnksHcwA?e=vWI306
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AkG9gAgl9D2fgbRyOnxKOaBnksHcwA?e=vWI306
mailto:info@kolhadash.com
mailto:info@kolhadash.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_3Beuc595xLwEj8IiwlI8g
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Cynthia & Alex Foster 
Welcome Cynthia and Alex Foster who recently moved from 

Chicago to Glenview. Alex is the general manager of a 

downtown hotel. Cynthia was in hotel sales; she’s now raising 

their children, David (4) and Olivia (2) and getting the family 

adjusted to their new social settings. Alex is a diehard Dallas 

Cowboys fan. Cynthia is fluent in English and Spanish. 

Spiderman is David’s favorite superhero, specifically Miles 

Morales. Olivia loves jewelry of all kinds. Cynthia and Alex 

enjoy trying new restaurants and the outdoors.   
 

They were introduced to Kol Hadash by their cousin, Mike 

Lippitz, who invited them to a Shabbat service. “We really felt 

like this organization aligns with our personal philosophies,” 

Alex says. They attend the Tot Shabbat classes but are really 

looking forward to meeting more families like theirs with kids 

in the same age range. "We are open to meeting in COVID-safe 

settings with others and are excited to connect with a new Jewish community.” 
 

Erika Schulty       
Erika Schulty and her husband Tom currently live in Rolling Meadows, but are preparing to move to 

Mt. Prospect. Tom works in IT and Erika is a research administrator. Their daughter is a junior at 

Indiana University.  
 

Erika’s is a big Star Wars fan and enjoys reading. She also enjoys travelling. A highlight was reaching 

the top of the Eifel Tower. For a number of reasons, she hasn’t been able to travel the past few years.  
 

Erika and Tom have been married for 25 years. She is Jewish. He is Catholic.  She found out about 

Kol Hadash by seeing it on Facebook. “Kol Hadash aligns with my values of individuality, 

community and Jewish tradition.” She wanted to attend the COVID Cocktail Party but couldn’t make 

it. She is looking forward to more events like that. 
 

Aliza & Nick Werner 
Aliza and Nick Werner are our newest members, having just joined in 

February.  They live in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin with their two “kids with paws” 

Liffey, a 10-year-oild wheaten terrier and Poet, a one-year-old miniature 

schnauzer. “They are the heart of our family and are incredibly spoiled and 

loved.” 
 

Nick works at U. S. Bank as an assistant vice president of finance in corporate real 

estate. After teaching for 13 years, Aliza made a shift and currently works as an 

Education Consultant doing curriculum writing and program development. 
 

Nick participates in a golf league (summer) and bowling league (not summer) and 

volunteers with Milwaukee Film on their Finance Committee. He’s a former 

Geography Bee champ, an aircraft enthusiast, history buff (especially presidential 

history), huge news junkie and loves craft beers from his hometown of Franklin, 

WI. Aliza enjoys knitting, photography, theater, bookstore browsing, making art, 

camping, plant collecting, crosswords and being an auntie. They both LOVE to 

travel. Both lifelong Milwaukee Brewers fans. Both pescatarians and both 

volunteer with Milwaukee Film and are top fundraisers for AIDS Walk Wisconsin. 
 

 Nick was raised Catholic. Aliza was raised Jewish in a multi-cultural home. “I had been searching for a long time for a place, a space, a 

synagogue, or organization that felt like home, authentically welcoming and aligning with my values. From the moment we attended 

our first Shabbat service via Zoom due to the pandemic, I knew I had found a community where I could not only live my true version of 

Judaism, but I would be celebrated for it. Nick and I met with Rabbi Chalom via Zoom and it was refreshing and affirming to hear how 

our age-old movement could be relevant and impactful today. Though we have never attended anything in person yet, we look forward 

to making our way to KH in the future. We are thrilled to be members of Kol Hadash.” 

Meet Some of Our New Members 
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Second Night of Passover      Saturday, April 16, 5:00pm 

 

 

Bluegrass Restaurant 
1636 Old Deerfield Road 

Highland Park 

 

 

 

 

Proof of vaccination required to attend 

 

Due to Covid-19 protocol space is limited 

 

Join us for this in-person only event at Bluegrass Restaurant in Highland Park for the second night of 

Passover. Don't miss this chance to experience a meaningful Passover seder with Rabbi Adam Chalom 

and enjoy a family-style dinner with your Kol Hadash family and friends. Questions? Contact Jeremy at 

info@KolHadash.com. 

  

Adults & children ages 13+ ($50) 

 

Children 12 and under ($15) 

(Children under 3: no charge)  
 
 

Click here to register 
 
 

Please consider adding a tax-deductible donation to support this and other special programs. 

 Donors will be listed as co-sponsors in the Shofar newsletter. THANK YOU! 

$20 Afikomen Sponsor • $50 Thank the Organizers • $100 Be Amazing! •   

mailto:info@KolHadash.com
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Community%20Passover%20Seder


8 

 

Steering Committee Meetings 
Thursday, March 3,  7:30pm 

Thursday, April 7, 7:30pm  

In the Zoom age, it’s now easy to check out the work of Kol Hadash’s committees. The Steering Committee meets monthly and all 

members are very welcome to attend. There’s no commitment to join the committee or attend future meetings! Contact Chair, 

Victoria Ratnaswamy if you have questions or wish to attend. scchair@kolhadash.com. 
 
 

Kol Hadash Women’s Group 
Mondays @ 1:30pm 

Our canasta group has grown to 8-10 women—and we’re looking for a few more. Don’t play? Don’t worry. We’ll teach you. We also 

welcome kibitzers. Come as a kibitzer, leave as a player! So if you just want to come for community, that works, too. We meet every 

other Monday afternoon at a member’s home. Contact Joyce Hirsch for more information at jah231@comcast.net  
 

 

Book Club & Movie Club: The Princess Bride by William Goldman 
Wednesday, March 2, 7:00pm   ∙   Zoom  

The Book and Movie Club are now joined at the hip. We are reading books, and then watching their corresponding movies and 

comparing them. This month we’re reading and watching The Princess Bride by William Goldman. All are welcome. Having read the 

book and/or seen the movie is not a requirement for participation in this event. Questions? Contact bookclub@KolHadash.com  

 

String Theory 
Wednesday, March 14, 7:30-9:00pm 
Wednesday, March 30, 7:30-9:00pm 

Sunday, January 23, 10:00-11:30am ∙   in-person at Deerfield High School 
String Theory gathers all types of crafty stringers & fiber fans -- knitting, crocheting, felting, embroidery, needlepoint, you name it. 

All skill levels are welcome, and, we’re happy to help with a new or existing project. All genders are welcome to join us. Questions? 

Contact Victoria Ratnaswamy (knitters@KolHadash.com). 

  

Community Passover Seder 
Saturday, April 16, 5:00pm ∙   in-person only 

Bluegrass Restaurant 1636 Old Deerfield Road, Highland Park 

Follow this link to register 
Join us at Bluegrass Restaurant in Highland Park for the second night of Passover. Don't miss this chance to experience a meaningful 

Passover seder with Rabbi Adam Chalom and enjoy a sumptuous family-style dinner with your Kol Hadash family and friends.  Space 

is limited, so be sure to register early. Masks and proof of vaccination are required to attend. Questions? Contact Jeremy at 

info@KolHadash.com. 

 

SciFi Book Club: Autonomous by Annalee Newitz 
Monday, March 28, 7:30pm   ∙   Zoom  

This month's book selection is Autonomous by Annalee Newitz.  

All are welcome to join us even if you didn’t finish or read the book. Everyone is welcome - always.  

Questions? Contact David Hirsch scifibookclub@KolHadash.com 

 

IISHJ/SHJ Ordination weekend 
Friday, April 22, and Saturday, April 23 

 

Shabbat Services and IISHJ Rabbinic Ordination Ceremony 

 

Saturday Morning Learning Sessions: 

• 9am-10am: Torah Study with Rabbis Sivan Maas and Adam Chalom  

• 10:15am-11:15am: Roots and Branches - panel discussion with Rabbis Miriam Jerris, Adam Chalom and Jodi Kornfeld.  

• 11:30am-12:30pm: Inheritance and Authenticity - panel discussion with Rabbis Sivan Maas, Adam Chalom & Jodi Kornfeld  

 

Field Trip to Stonewall/LGBTQ+ History Exhibit 

Saturday Night Show: “You’re Being Ridiculous” Storytelling 

 

Please watch the weekly email for more detailed information about how to attend events online and/or in-person.  

Questions? Contact Jeremy at info@KolHadash.com 

 

Activities 

mailto:scchair@kolhadash.com
mailto:jah231@comcast.net
https://bookbinnorthbrook.indielite.org/search/site/princess%20bride
https://www.kolhadash.com/track.php?id=e33358db5d8a4e81b58809d080c06c38&color=888888&url=mailto%3Abookclub%40KolHadash.com&h=cd756
mailto:knitters@KolHadash.com
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Community%20Passover%20Seder
mailto:info@KolHadash.com
https://bookbinnorthbrook.indielite.org/book/9780765392084
mailto:scifibookclub@KolHadash.com
mailto:info@KolHadash.com
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3rd/4th/5th Grade Shabbat Service 

Friday, March 4, 7:30-8:30pm 
at North Shore Unitarian Church 

Led by Karen Jackson, our 3rd-4th-5th grade class has been 

exploring Jewish roots through the experience of coming to 

the United States. The class will lead this family shabbat 

celebration and share some of what they’ve learned!  

Purim Family Celebration 
Sunday, March 13, 10:30-11:30am 

Our Purim celebration this year will have some of our 

favorites, including a costume contest, crafts, making 

hamentaschen and reading the megillah of Esther with lots of 

noise, and also something new. It's traditional to offer gifts to 

your neighbor and gifts to the poor on Purim, and we'll have 

opportunities to do both - including more plarn! Everyone 

come in costume! No charge, all are welcome, feel free to 

bring guests! 

 

Sunday School Good Deeds Day 
April 3, 11:00-11:30am 

Good Deeds Day is an international day of service that was 

founded in Israel in 2007. Our Sunday School students will 

come together to make cards and assemble sack lunches for 

PADS Lake County. PADS Lake County is a community-based 

organization that provides trauma-informed support, 

resources, and shelter to individuals and families 

experiencing a housing crisis.  

All of our Youth Education programs are at our Sunday School at Deerfield High School  
 

We are following health and safety ‘best practices’: temperature checks and hand sanitizer upon arrival, mandatory masks (regardless 
of vaccination status), no food, no sharing of materials, and  maintaining distance.  

 

6th/7th Grade Shabbat Service 
Friday, April 8, 7:30-8:30pm 

at North Shore Unitarian Church 

Led by Irene Chase, our 6th-7th grade class has been 

exploring the Holocaust. Their studies have touched on 

politics, ethics, media imagery and social conflict in addition 

to history and Jewish memory. This Shabbat, they will share 

with the congregation some of what they’ve learned, and what 

the world needs to know.  

Passover Family Learning 

Make Your Own Haggadah 
April 10, 10:45-11:30am 

Many Jewish families today create their own haggadot by 

choosing the symbols that speak to them. There are creative 

new foods that are part of new seder plates, new readings and 

poems and artwork, and lots of new ideas of how to celebrate 

the Jewish festival of freedom. We'll learn a bit about the 

history of celebrating Passover, and the choices we can make 

to create our own celebrations!  

 

Preschool Jewish Discovery 
March 6, 10:45-11:30am: Purim                

April 10, 9:45-10:30am: Passover 
 

click here to register 

Free monthly enrichment class! Open to everyone! 
 

Children ages 2-6 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam Chalom 

and veteran preschool teacher Lynn Miller as they explore a 

Jewish holiday or cultural value along with interactive songs, 

books, and hands-on activities.  

 

Youth Education 
 

Questions to Youth Education Director Ilana Shaffer at youthed@KolHadash.com or 773-209-8266 

 

Save the Date 
Confirmation Class Shabbat Service 

Friday, May 6, 7:30pm 

North Shore Unitarian Church 

The culmination of our Youth Education Program is our 
Confirmation Shabbat, where our students have the 
opportunity to share with us what they believe about life, the 
universe and everything.  

 

See, Sing, Celebrate 
Stories & Songs with jBaby 

Purim 
March 9, 10:30-11:15am @ The Book Bin 

March 10, 10:—-10:45am @ NSUC 
 

Passover 
April 11, 10:00-10:45am @NSUC 

April 13, 10:30-11:15am @ The Book Bin 
 

Celebrate Jewish Holidays with stories, songs and activities 

especially for young children. Everyone is welcome at this free, 

family program. Rabbi Adam Chalom and our Youth Education 

Director will lead holiday activities for children up to age 2 

(older siblings welcome) with a grown up.  

 

Sunday School Try Out 
Every Sunday — 9:30-11:30am     click here to register 

Are you thinking about how to expose your children to Jewish culture and identity? Your family is welcome to ‘try out’ our 

Sunday School by visiting their grade’s class for the day. We hold weekly Sunday School for students in Kindergarten 

through Confirmation. Non-members are welcome to join us - with no expectation of a commitment by attending. 

https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Preschool%20Jewish%20Discovery
mailto:youthed@KolHadash.com
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Sunday_School_Try_Out


10 

 
Youth Education in Action 
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Adult Challah Making Class 
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 March Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the March 11 Shabbat service.  

Dorothy Bernstein 
Joseph Bilotti 
Lemuel Cartagena 
Stuart Chase 
Morris Cohen 

Bernard Cohn 
Bess Cohn 
Lois Edwards 
Gussie Eichner 
Rose Fisher 

Allen Hart Lippitz 
Larry Jacobs 
Abe Kelner 
Kathy Lederer 
George Leichenko 

Max Lubotsky 
Sam Merkin 
Louise Milstein 
Betsy Olson 
Michael Pollack 

April Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the April 29 Shabbat service.  

Ida Rothenberg 
Nathan Sarasohn 
Joseph Sayegh 
Leon Schwartz 
Frank Sebor 
 

Bernice Aaron 
Rose Adler 
Kathleen M. Campomizzi 
Dorian Chalom 
Edward Dorfman 
Richard Dreifuss 

Nathan Eichner 
Joanne Friedlander 
Rella Harris 
Cyma Hefter 
Rae Holtzberg 
TylerGrant Juneau 

 
Tributes 
Bernice Weinberger Living Trust, Generations Fund, in memory of Betty & Stan Weinberger 

Marsha & Rick Bolnick, Annual Appeal Fund 

Patricia Butler, Annual Appeal Fund 

Joan Chase, General Fund, in memory of Stuart Chase 

Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle, General Fund,  in honor of Rabbi Chalom 

Andrea & Mark Friedlander, Annual Appeal fund 

Irene Chase & Jeremy Gibson, General Fund 

Nan Weiss-Ham & Eldon Ham, Annual Appeal Fund 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Weiss Choir Fund 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Annual Appeal Fund 

Joyce & Rich Hirsch, General Fund, in honor of Andrea & Mark Friedlander’s new grandchild 

Jenny & Michael Lee, General Fund 

Jeremy Kaplan & David Noskin, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Judith Perlman, General Fund, in honor of Rabbi Chalom 
 

Family News/Thank You 
• Mazel Tov to Kathy Schoenbrod on the recent birth of her second grandchild, Juliana Marie Kalus! 

• Mazel Tov to Fred Henry on the recent birth of his grandchild. 

• Mazel Tov to Judy & Steve Rosenzweig who recently celebrated 50 years of marriage! 

• Mazel Tov to Andy Hirsch, son of Joyce & Rich Hirsch, will appear in an upcoming HBO ten part series that is 
scheduled to begin on Sunday March 6. The show is called, “Winning Time, the Rise of the Lakers’ Dynasty. He 
will be in several episodes including the first two, and will portray David Stern who becomes the commissioner 
of the NBA.  

• Wishing Howard Jacobs a swift recovery from recent medical treatment. 

• Wishing Tamar Schwartz a swift recovery from recent medical treatment. 

• A special thank you to our Sunday School teachers for their interesting activities at Bring Your Parent to 
Sunday School - what a great experience! 

• A note of appreciation to  AJ Chalom and Victoria Ratnaswamy for preparing ‘everything plarn’ at our Tu’ 
B’Shevat Family Plarn Project. 

• Our thanks to Victoria Ratnaswamy for assistance with supplies at the Challah Making Class. 

• Thank you to Cecilia Deiter for making plarn on her own time! 

• Thank you to the students in our K/1st/2nd Grade Class for such an original and wonderful Shabbat 
presentation! And, to their teacher Laura Burk along with class aides Shannon Burk and Maya Chalom. 

 
 

Robert Kass 
Bill Korr 
Morris Lambert 
Burton Linn 
Belle Marks 
Louis J. Moses 

Rita Muroff 
Mary Winandy Parker 
Aaron Pashkow 
Norman Platnick 
Evelyn Rosen 
Theodosia Sebor 

Leonard Shepard 
Roslyn Simon 
Philip Sitrick 
Miriam Sitrick 
Sheldon Sitrick 
Louis Sonshine 

Sol Simon 
Marsha Small 
Alberta Stambouly 
Belle Wauldron 
Harvey Wexler 

Alice Tibbetts 
Molly Yoelin 

Join Helping Hands 

Under Values In Action we also have a group called Helping Hands. We need members to join this group and help fellow 

Congregants. Our vision is to be available to those in need of visitors, grocery shopping, help with chores. Just helping 

with everyday necessities! Please contact Lynn Miller (valuesinaction@KolHadash.com) if you’re available to volunteer 

to help others in the congregation.  
 

Also — if you’re a person in need of visitors, grocery shopping, help with chores or other tasks, please reach out to either 

Lynn Miller or Rabbi Chalom to let us know. 

mailto:valuesinaction@KolHadash.com


March 2022 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

1 
 

Adult Education: 
Liturgy 
7:30pm 

2 
 

Book & Movie Club: 
The Princess Bride 

7:00pm 

3 
 

Steering Committee 
7:30pm 

4 
 

3rd/4th/5th Grade Class 
Shabbat Service 

7:30pm 

5 
 

6 
 
Sunday School, 9:30am 
 
Preschool Jewish Discovery: Purim 
10:45am 
 
Confirmation Class Field Trip 
12:00pm 
 
 

7 
 

Women’s Group: 
Online Chat 

1:30pm 

8 
 

Adult Education: 
Literature 

7:30pm 
 

9 
 

See, Sing, Celebrate! 
Purim Stories and 
Songs with jBaby 

The Book Bin 
10:30am 

 
Development 

Committee Meeting 
1:00pm 

10 
 

See, Sing, Celebrate! 
Purim Stories and Songs 

with jBaby  
NSUC 

10:00am 
 

12 
 

Music Shabbat Service: 
Adult Purim Celebration 

(Yahrtzeit Service) 
7:30pm 

 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
Sunday School, 9:30am 
 
Purim Family Celebration 10:30am 
 

 

14 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta  1:30pm 

 
String Theory 7:30pm 

15 
 

Adult Education: 
Movies 

7:30pm 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 

 
 

19 
 
 

20 
 
No Sunday School 

21 
 

Women’s Group: 
Online Chat 

1:30pm 

22 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 
No Sunday School 

28 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta     1:30pm 

 
SciFi Book Club 
Autonomous by 
Annalee Newitz 

7:30pm 
 

29 
 

Adult Education 
Music & Art 

7:30pm 

30 
 

String Theory 
7:30pm 

 

31 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



April 2022 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

1 
 

Shabbat Service: 
What’s in a Joke?  

The Ethics of Humor 
7:30pm 

2 
 

3 
Sunday School 9:30am 
 
Sunday School Good Deeds Day 11:00am 

4 
Women’s Group: 

Online Chat 
1:30pm 

 
 

5 
 

Adult Education: 
Lifestyle 
7:30pm 

6 
 
 

7  
 

Steering Committee 
7:30pm 

8 
 

6th/7th Grade Class 
Shabbat Service 

7:30pm 

9 
 
 

10 
Sunday School 9:30am 
 

Preschool Jewish Discovery: Passover 9:45am 
 
Passover Family Learning: 
Make Your Own Haggadah 10:45am 

11 
 

See, Sing, Celebrate! 
Passover Stories & Songs 

with jBaby 
NSUC 

10:00am 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta 
1:30pm 

12 
 

Adult Education: 
Languages 

7:30pm 

13 
 

See, Sing, Celebrate! 
Passover Stories & 

Songs with jBaby 
The Book Bin 

10:30am 

14 
 
 
 

15 
 

 

16 
 

Community  
Passover  

Seder 
In-person at 

Bluegrass Restaurant 
Highland Park 

5:00pm 

17 
 

No Sunday School 

18 
 

Women’s Group: 
Online Chat 

1:30pm 

19 
 

 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

IISHJ Ordination 
Shabbat Service 

7:30pm 

23 
 

Morning Learning 
Session with IISHJ 

Rabbis  
9:00am 

 
SHJ Field Trip to 

Holocaust Museum 
2:00pm 

 
You’re Being 

Ridiculous  
8:00pm 

24 
 
Sunday School 9:30am 
 
Youth Education Committee Meeting 9:30am 
 
Sunday School Try-Out & Open House 9:30am 

25 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta 

                            1:30pm 

26 
 

Adult Education: 
Varieties of 

Jewish Cultures 
7:30pm 

27 
 

28 
 

Yom HaShoah 

29 
 

Discussion Shabbat Service 
for Yom HaShoah/Holocaust 

Memorial Day—
Antisemitism in 2022 

(Yahrtzeit Service) 
7:30pm 

30 



 

 
Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 
 

www.KolHadash.com 

Free monthly enrichment class open to everyone 

  

Children ages 2-6 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam Chalom and veteran preschool teacher Lynn Miller as they 

explore a Jewish holiday or cultural value along with interactive songs, books and hands-on activities. There is 

time for the children and parents to socialize, too. At-home resources will also be provided. 

 

 Monthly at Kol Hadash Sunday School at Deerfield High School 
 

Please register on our website calendar at KolHadash.com 
 

 

Purim 

Sunday, March 6 

10:45-11:30am 

 

 

 

Passover 

Sunday, April 10 

9:45-10:30am

 

Sunday School Try Out 
For families interested in our weekly education program (from Kindergarten through confirmation), your 

child can join their grade’s class for the day. 
 

There is no expectation of a commitment by attending. Please register at KolHadash.com 

 

mailto:youthed@kolhadash.com


 

www.kolhadash.com 

 

Purim Family 

Celebration 

 

 
Sunday, March 13, 10:30-11:30am 

 

Our Sunday School at Deerfield High School 
 

 

While we still can't eat hamentaschen together, we CAN have fun and do some good too! Our Purim 

celebration this year will have some of our favorites, including a costume contest, crafts, making 

hamentaschen and reading the megillah [scroll] of Esther with lots of noise, and also something new. 

It's traditional to offer gifts to your neighbor and gifts to the poor on Purim, and we'll have 

opportunities to do both - including more plarn! Everyone come in costume! No charge, all are 

welcome, feel free to bring guests! 

 

 
No charge, all are welcome, feel free to bring guests! 

 
 
 
 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 

Sunday School Try Out 
For families interested in our weekly education program (from kindergarten through 

confirmation), your child can join their grade’s class for the day. 

 

There is no expectation of a commitment by attending. Please register at KolHadash.com 



 

www.kolhadash.com 

 

 

Passover Family 

Learning 

 

Make Your Own 

Haggadah 
 

 

Sunday, April 10 

10:45-11:30am 
 

Our Sunday School at 

Deerfield High School 
 

 

Many Jewish families today create their own haggadot by choosing the symbols that speak 

to them. There are creative new foods that are part of new seder plates, new readings and 

poems and artwork, and lots of new ideas of how to celebrate the Jewish festival of 

freedom. We'll learn a bit about the history of celebrating Passover, and the choices we can 

make to create our own celebrations! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 

Sunday School Try Out 
For families interested in our weekly education program (from kindergarten through 

confirmation), your child can join their grade’s class for the day. 

 

There is no expectation of a commitment by attending. Please register at KolHadash.com 



 

www.KolHadash.com 

Holiday Storytimes for Young Children 
 

Celebrate Jewish Holidays with stories, songs and activities especially for young children.  Everyone is 

welcome at this free, family program. Rabbi Adam Chalom and our Youth Education Director will lead 

holiday activities for children up to age 2 (older siblings welcome) with a grown up.  There will be time to 

get to know other families in your community, too.  Resources for celebrating in your home will also be 

provided. 

 

 

Wednesday, March 9 

The Book Bin, Northbrook 

10:30-11:15am 

 

 

Thursday, March 10 

Our Congregational Home at the  

North Shore Unitarian Church, Deerfield 

10:00-10:45am 

 

 

RSVP on Kol Hadash website Calendar      RSVPs encouraged - walk-ins welcome 
 

 

 
Monday, April 11 

Our Congregational Home at the  

North Shore Unitarian Church, Deerfield 

10:00-10:45am 

 

 

Wednesday, April 13 

The Book Bin, Northbrook 

10:30-11:15am 

 

 

 
 

 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation celebrates Jewish identity and culture by replacing worship with a belief 

in human responsibility and equality – for us, it’s about people, not prayer.  
 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 


