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Shalom from Rabbi Adam Chalom 
Antisemitism: What’s Old is New Again  

 

At the end of the first century of the common era, the Jewish writer 

Flavius Josephus wrote a defense of the Jews against contemporary 

antisemitism. Some Hellenistic writers had accused the Jews of lying 

about their history, of being disloyal to the Roman Empire, of heresy and 

sedition by not participating in the dominant religion of sacrificing to 

Greek gods, of holding absurd beliefs and religious practices, and of 

wishing ill upon all non-Jews. They even incited anti-Jewish riots in 

Alexandria, Egypt, whose the population in antiquity was up to one third 

Jewish. 

Sound familiar? These same accusations of deceit and treachery and 

heresy and primitivity and wickedness find expression in many corners of the internet, and not just the 

dark obscure ones anymore. In the litany of antisemitic incidents in the US of just the past several years-

Pittsburgh and Poway and Jersey City and Charlottesville and Colleyville TX and more–some feel we are 

facing as dark a time for American Jews since the end of the Holocaust as we can recall. 

There are always points of light, reason to hope. Compared to 75+ years ago, the Jewish people has much 

more representation and friendship in the halls of economic and governmental power – congresspeople 

and senators and the “Second Gentleman” Doug Emhoff. There is even a “Congressional Caucus for the 

Advancement of Torah Values,” though it seems to have no Jewish members and was launched by 

Representative Bacon (R-NE)! The governor of Colorado is Jewish (and gay), as are governors in Illinois, 

Hawaii and Pennsylvania; also Jewish are the Secretary of State, Secretary of the Treasury, Attorney 

General, and the Secretary of Homeland Security. All three of President Biden’s children married Jews, as 

did former President Trump’s daughter Ivanka (who converted to Judaism). This would have been 

unheard of in previous generations on many levels. 

Yet we still feel cautious, uncertain, under siege. We beef up our synagogue and Jewish communal 

institutional security, take webinars in active shooter response strategy, lock our doors and our social 

media accounts and prepare for worse, and then still worse. When a celebrity with many more Twitter 

followers than there are American Jews declares “death con 3,” or an avowed antisemite finds his way to a 

former President’s dinner table, it is reasonable to be concerned, to speak out and to ask others to speak 

out. Fear, if it is not paralyzing, can be an appropriate reaction. 

Inaction in the face of fear is what we must resist. If we want our allies to work for us, we must also work 

for them. People of good will come from every faith tradition and every ethnic and cultural family. We 

know this because they have loved us and married us, and because they have been willing to speak up for 

us even as we are speaking up for ourselves. Jews among the nations have always found both hatred and 

friendship; Josephus himself was a Roman citizen who advocated tirelessly for his people, and we never 

would have survived the centuries if we only found enmity and hatred around us.  

Let us seek and magnify and foster these points of light and hope in dark times. The sun will rise again. 



2 

 

 

Dear fellow Kol Hadashians:   

The table summarizes current year income and expenses 

(left column) compared to budget (right column). We are 

very pleased that membership pledges exceeded our goal, 

thanks to the first increase in the suggested Supporting 

Membership level in four years, as well as increased 

pledges from renewing Contributing Members. Donations 

are under budget, but—with your help—we expect to close 

the gap by the end of the year. Adult program fees are 

down due to rescheduling the Progressive Dinner to the 

Spring and no theater outings so far this year. Expenses are 

largely in line with expectations. (The apparent increase in 

Admin/operations expenses is due primarily to paying our 

liability insurance lump sum this year rather in 

installments.) 

Because we collect most of our income at the beginning of 

the year, we start with a large surplus that is gradually 

spent down. To achieve a balanced budget, we still 

depend on donations and sponsorships, such as 

the current Annual Appeal. Thank you for considering 

these and other ways of supporting Kol Hadash. As always, 

we’re happy to speak with you about our finances or any 

other topics that interest you. Contact me at 

treasurer@kolhadash.com. 

 

 

Kol Hadash Finances: The Halftime Report 
from treasurer Mike Lippitz (treasurer@KolHadash.com) 

 

Donations to Kol Hadash—including membership pledges—may be made in a variety of potentially 

tax-advantaged ways: 

• Transferring appreciated securities. Doing so avoids capital gains taxes while also providing a 

full charitable deduction (if you itemize).  

• For members over age 72, donations may be made directly to Kol Hadash out of an Individual 

Retirement Account without having to pay income tax on the distribution (and it counts to-

wards one’s annual required minimum distribution).  

• From a Donor-Advised Fund. 

PLEASE CONSULT YOUR TAX ADVISOR to make sure one of these options applies to your situa-

tion and determine which would be most advantageous. If you have or are thinking of creating an 

estate plan, please consider a legacy gift to Kol Hadash. 

mailto:treasurer@kolhadash.com
mailto:treasurer@KolHadash.com
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Activities 

Steering Committee Meetings 
Thursday, January 5,  7:30pm and Thursday, February 2, 7:30pm 

In the Zoom age, it’s now easy to check out the work of Kol Hadash’s committees. The Steering Committee meets 
monthly and all members are very welcome to attend. There’s no commitment to join the committee or attend future 
meetings! Contact Chair, Victoria Ratnaswamy if you have questions or wish to attend. scchair@kolhadash.com. 
 

Kol Hadash Women’s Group 
Mondays — see Weekly Email for dates and times 

Our canasta group has grown to 8-10 women—and we’re looking for a few more. Don’t play? Don’t worry. We’ll teach 
you. We also welcome kibitzers. Come as a kibitzer, leave as a player! So if you just want to come for community, that 
works, too. We meet every other Monday afternoon at a member’s home. Contact Joyce Hirsch for more information at 
jah231@comcast.net.  

Values in Action at Highwood Food Bank 
Friday, January 6 & 27, and February 10 & 24 

2:45pm at Fort Sheridan Metra Station  
Join us at the Highwood Food Bank as we load groceries into cars. The Highwood Food Bank has permanently moved to the Fort 
Sheridan Metra Station, south of the corner of Sheridan Road and Old Elm Road, east side of the tracks. Volunteers will park west of 
the Starbucks in spaces facing the tracks (no cost to park). Contact Tony at anthbilotti@gmail.com or 312-859-0500.  
 

SciFi Book Club: Noor by Nnedni Okorafor 
Wednesday, January 4, 7:30pm ∙   Zoom  

This month's book selection is Noor by Nnedni Okorafor. All are welcome to join us even if you didn’t finish or read the 
book. All are welcome! Contact David Hirsch scifibookclub@KolHadash.com. 

 

String Theory 
Wednesday, January 11 & February 22, 7:30pm ∙   Zoom  

String Theory gathers all types of crafty stringers & fiber fans -- knitting, crocheting, felting, embroidery, needlepoint, 
you name it. All skill levels are welcome, and, we’re happy to help with a new or existing project. All genders are welcome 
to join us. Questions? Contact Victoria Ratnaswamy (knitters@KolHadash.com).  
 

Nonfiction Book Club: Starry Messenger: Cosmic Perspectives by Neil deGrasse Tyson 
Monday, January 16, 7:30pm ∙   Zoom  

This month's book selection is Starry Messenger: Cosmic Perspectives by Neil deGrasse Tyson. All are welcome! 
Questions? Contact Ilya Talman at nonfictionbookclub@KolHadash.com. 
 

Adult Challah Making Class: International 
Sunday, February 12, 9:30-11:30am  

click here to register  
 

Have you wanted to make challah (traditional braided egg bread for Shabbat) yet were hesitant to do so on your own? 
Join with other adults at Kol Hadash as we learn and make challah together. This year, we'll make international 
variations! At the end of this class, you’ll bring your challah home to bake it. All are welcome to join this free program. 
Please register so we can have supplies for everyone. 
 

Development Committee 
Wednesday, January 18, 7:30pm   ∙   Zoom  

The Development Committee plans our annual gala parties and works on fundraising ideas. Have questions or want to 
join this meeting? Contact David Hirsch at development@KolHadash.com. 
 

Winers Gathering 
Saturday, January 21, 7:00pm 

Join us at the home of Suzie Garfield in Highland Park. For more information and to RSVP contact Mike Lippitz at  
winers@kolhadash.com. 

Connections Committee 
Monday, February 6, 7:30pm  

The Connections Committee liaises with prospective members, welcomes new members and keeps in contact with 
existing members. Have questions or want to attend? Contact Lynn Miller at connections@KolHadash.com. 

 

Movie Club: Blazing Saddles 
Wednesday, February 15, 7:30pm   ∙   Zoom  

Join us for a discussion of Blazing Saddles a satirical western black comedy directed by Mel Brooks and starring Cleavon 
Little and Gene Wilder. Contact bookclub@KolHadash.com. 
 

Book Club with Rabbi Chalom: The Netanyahus by Joshua Cohen 
Tuesday, February 21, 7:30pm   ∙   Zoom  

Join us for a discussion of the 2021 National Jewish Book Award, and 2022 Pulitzer Prize winner The Netanyahus: An 
Account of a Minor and Ultimately Even Negligible Episode in the History of a Very Famous Family by Joshua Cohen. 
This month’s book club will be led by Rabbi Chalom. Questions? Contact Jeremy at info@KolHadash.com. 
 

mailto:scchair@kolhadash.com
mailto:jah231@comcast.net
https://www.kolhadash.com/track.php?id=2d1302911b02492181de232e0a5fd59f&color=888888&url=mailto%3Aanthbilotti%40gmail.com&h=d0728
https://bookbinnorthbrook.indielite.org/book/9780756418304
mailto:scifibookclub@KolHadash.com
mailto:knitters@KolHadash.com
https://bookbinnorthbrook.indielite.org/book/9781250861504
mailto:nonfictionbookclub@KolHadash.com
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Challah%20Making%20Class
mailto:development@KolHadash.com
mailto:winers@kolhadash.com
mailto:connections@KolHadash.com
mailto:bookclub@KolHadash.com
https://bookbinnorthbrook.indielite.org/book/9781681376073
https://bookbinnorthbrook.indielite.org/book/9781681376073
mailto:info@KolHadash.com
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Music Shabbat Service: The Year in Review 

Friday, January 13, 7:30pm       in-person & Zoom 

2022 began with optimism: COVID fading, a new government in 
Israel including an Arab party, economic recovery. Then 
inflation and the war in Ukraine and new elections in the US 
and Israel consumed hope and left behind uncertainty. What 
does 2023 promise? Join us for Rabbi Chalom’s anticipated 
“Year in Review” Shabbat. 
 

Zoom Shabbat Service: 
Atheists in Foxholes: Issues & Outreach  

Friday, January 20, 7:00pm       Zoom ONLY 

What is it like to be a humanist and in the military in 2022? 
Join us for a special Zoom-only Shabbat in partnership with the 
New York City Congregation for Humanistic Judaism to hear 
from guest speaker Jason Torpy, Executive Director of Military 
Association of Atheists and Freethinkers. His insights into 
religion in the military and how we can support secular 
servicepeople locally and nationally should be fascinating! 
 

Shabbat Service:  
Antisemitism: Fears and Realities  

Friday, January 27, 7:30pm       in-person & Zoom 

January Yahrtzeit 

From politics to entertainment to the police blotter, 
antisemitism seems to be everywhere. How serious is the 
situation today? Why have we seen a resurgence in vandalism 
and hate speech, with some reluctant to condemn it? What are 
the realities about this challenge, and what fears may be 
overblown? Join us for an important conversation.  

Shabbat Service: 
Wandering Jews and Today’s Refugees  

Friday, February 3, 7:30pm       in-person & Zoom 

While the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society was founded in 1881 
to help Jewish immigrants to the United States, in recent years 
it has shifted its mission from “Jews helping Jews” to “Jews 
helping.” HIAS sponsors “Refugee Shabbat,” observed during 
the Shabbat connected to the Torah portion Beshalach (Exodus 
13:17-17:16) which describes the Israelites leaving Egypt to 
being their wandering. How does this mythical narrative inspire 
sympathy for refugees today? 
 

Music Shabbat Service:  
Abortion Rights: Past, Present & Future  

Friday, February 10, 7:30pm       Zoom ONLY 

February Yahrtzeit 

From possible pre-historic roots in the Winter solstice, 
Hanukkah has evolved from a major national holiday for the 
Maccabeean kingdom, to a minor holiday under rabbinic 
Judaism, and back to a major holiday under the influence of 
American commercialism and modern Zionism. Join us to 
explore the twists and turns of one of the most-observed Jewish 
holidays in 2022.  
 

3rd/4th/5th Grade Class Shabbat Service 
Friday, February 24, 7:30pm       in-person  

Each Sunday School class creates and leads a Shabbat Service 
focused on the theme of their studies this year. All are welcome 
to join as our 3rd/4th/5th grade students discuss how special 
moments in the Jewish life cycle are marked.   

Shabbat Services 

Adult Education 

Introduction to Jewish Philosophy 
Tuesday, January 10, 7:30pm     in-person & Zoom 

Jews have grappled with the tensions between rational 
philosophy and Jewish religious ideology for over 2000 years. 
Since Judaism in the 21st century is a religion, a culture, an 
ethnic identity and a diverse global “peoplehood,” how does our 
philosophy affect our Jewishness? 
 

Jewish Identity 
Tuesday, January 17, 7:30pm     in-person & Zoom 

What does it mean to be Jewish—is it ethnic or religious or 
cultural or some mix of all of them? The variety of Judaisms in 
the recent past and our own days testifies to the complexity of 
this question.  

Jewish History 
Tuesday, January 24, 7:30pm    in-person & Zoom 

What is the meaning of Jewish history—are the Jews the Chosen 
People, or have we survived our challenges thanks to human 
power (and nothing else)? How do we learn what happened, and 
how do we balance when myth and fact diverge? And how can 
Jewish history serve as our form of “Jewish practice?”  

 
Past & Present 

Tuesday, February 7, 7:30pm   in-person & Zoom 

Which has more authority: past traditions or present beliefs? 
This dynamic is not always articulated in contemporary Jewish 
life, but it is crucial to understanding the varieties of modern 
Judaism. Can we inherit from the past while still freely directing 
the course of our own life?  

Roots of Secular Humanistic  
Judaism: Yiddishists 

Tuesday, February 14, 7:30pm   in-person & Zoom 

The first organized secular Jewish communities and schools 
were created by and for Yiddish-speaking Jews of Eastern 
Europe and America. From summer camps to labor unions to 
schools and literature, they were Jewish by who they were and 
the culture and language in which they lived, and they could 
believe or disbelieve whatever they wanted! Their example still 
informs our work today.  
 

Roots of Secular Humanistic  
Judaism: Zionists 

Tuesday, February 28, 7:30pm     in-person & Zoom 

The most successful secular movement in Jewish history was 
Zionism. It created a Jewish state, revived Hebrew as a modern 
secular language, and created a culture that celebrated human-
centered values such as human effort and self-defense. For all of 
the challenges of the modern state of Israel, Zionism’s assertion 
that to be Jewish is to be part of the Jewish people is ours as 
well.  
 

Please see weekly email for most up to date 
information about upcoming events. 

 
Questions? Contact Jeremy at 

info@KolHadash.com. 

mailto:info@kolhadash.com


5 

 

 

Marjorie Leon & Ed Waxler 
 

Ed lives in Palatine and his partner Marjorie lives in Vernon Hills. Ed has 

been aware of Humanistic Judaism for many years as part of his spiritual 

journey and discovered Kol Hadash on the internet. They decided to join 

the congregation because they enjoy the services and “the nice people” 

they have met. Ed grew up in Glencoe and Marjorie grew up in Maryland, 

New York, California, and Uganda! Ed has one daughter who is married 

and has a baby girl. Before retiring, Ed had a career in Electrical Test and 

Manufacturing Engineering. Marjorie has a married son and one 

granddaughter. She was a university professor who taught Psychology to 

students training to become educational professionals, and was also the 

Director of Curriculum Development. Ed likes to spend his free time 

watching classic movies and TV programs, reading about the intersection 

of history and the arts in our culture, listening to 60’s and 70’s Classic 

Rock music, and enjoying the great outdoors in Wisconsin. Marjorie enjoys being the “Grammy” to her 3-year-

old granddaughter, working as a fiber artist, volunteering as a Master Gardener, and playing Native American 

Flute.  

 

 

Meet Some of Our New Members 

 

Coming Soon! 

Progressive Dinner: Saturday, April 29 

Registration is live! Click here to register 

Kol Hadash Has Talent - and you do, too!  
 

Lend your talents to the first ever Kol Hadash “Talent Show FUNdraiser” on Sunday, June 
25, in the evening at Bella Via! Show fellow members what you can do: Music,  story telling, 
juggling, comedy, dance, special skills, funny and quirky talents! It can be solo, duet, or with a 
group!  
 
Acts must be short: two and a half to three minutes or less. We’ll help you with them, too! More 
information is coming soon, but you can beat the rush and sign up early!  
 
Not on an onstage person? We also need talented backstage helpers and party people.  
 
To sign-up or if you have any questions: Email David Hirsch and Ron Harris at 
development@kolhadash.com.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Our Spring FUNdraiser: Kol Hadash Has Talent 
 

June 25 

https://www.kolhadash.com/form/PD2023
mailto:development@kolhadash.com


6 

 

 
 

 

Family Education: Shabbat Make Your 
Own Challah Covers and Candlesticks 

Sunday, February 26, 10:30-11:30am 
 

Jewish culture creates an opportunity every week for rest, 

reconnection and reflection. Shabbat runs from Friday 

evening through Saturday evening in every season and 

climate. What can it mean for Humanistic Jews in 2023? Join 

us to learn about Shabbat possibilities AND to engage our 

creative sides by making our own challah covers and 

candlesticks.  

 
 

B Mitzvah FAQ Session 
Sunday, January 15, 9:30am 

 

click here to register 

Members and interested families learn about our unique B 

Mitzvah. Get your questions answered by Rabbi Adam 

Chalom, Youth Education Director Ilana Shaffer, and B 

Mitzvah Coordinator Leah Sosewitz! 

 

Youth Education 
 

Preschool Jewish Discovery 
 

Sunday, January 15: Tu B’Shevat 
 
 

Sunday, February 19: Purim 
 
 
 

10:30-11:30am 
 
 

click here to register 

Free enrichment class! Open to everyone! 

 

Children ages 2-6 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam and 

veteran preschool teacher Lynn Miller as they explore a 

Jewish holiday through interactive songs, books and hands-

on activities. There is time for a snack and for the children 

and parents to socialize, too. At-home resources will also be 

provided. 

 

All of our Youth Education programs are at our Sunday School at Deerfield High School unless otherwise noted 

 

Sunday School Try Out 
Every Sunday — 9:30-11:30am      

 

click here to register 
 

Are you thinking about how to expose your children to Jewish culture and identity? Your family is welcome to ‘try out’ our Sunday 

School by visiting their grade’s class for the day. We hold weekly Sunday School for students in Kindergarten through Confirmation. 

Non-members are welcome to join us. There is no expectation of a commitment by attending.  

Tu B’Shevat Family Fruit Seder 
Sunday, February 5, 10:45-11:30am 

 
click here to register 

 

Our Tu B’Shevat Family Fruit Seder celebrates this new year 

for trees as a Jewish Earth Day. Rabbi Adam Chalom will 

discuss the holiday, relating it to our lives today by exploring 

our environmental awareness and connection to nature. Our 

Tu B’Shevat Family Fruit Seder includes a variety of fruits 

growing on trees and in Israel.  

Please wear clothing showing plants, animals or 

nature themes and colors 

 

Youth Education Committee 
Sunday, January 29, 9:30-11:30am 

 

Kol Hadash’s Youth Education Committee (YEC) is like a PTO 

for our Youth Education program. We meet about every six 

weeks during Sunday School while our children are in class. 

Come to one or all the meetings -- and, get to know other 

parents, too.  

 

 

Bring Your Parent to Sunday School 
  

It is time for parents to go back to school! It is Bring Your 

Parent to Sunday School! Each of our classes welcomes 

parents (or other important adults) to join for a bit (students 

attend class from 9:30-11:30am). Teachers expect lively 

discussions and participatory activities! 

January 15 — K-5th Grade Classes 
-K/1st/2nd Grade - 10:30-11:00am 

-3rd/4th/5th Grade - 11:00-11:30am 
 

January 22— 6th-9th Grade Classes 
-8th/9th/10th Grade - 10:30-11:00am 

-6th/7th Grade - 11:00-11:30am 
 

 

 

 
K/1st/2nd Grade Class  
Shabbat Presentation 

Sunday, February 26, 11:15-11:30am 
 

Each Sunday School class creates and leads a Shabbat Service 

focused on the theme of their studies this year. All are 

welcome to join for our youngest class’s presentation.   

https://www.kolhadash.com/form/B%20Mitzvah%20FAQ%20Session%20for%20Parents
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Preschool%20Jewish%20Discovery
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Sunday_School_Try_Out
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/tu_b'shevat_family_seder.html
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Bill Brinkman 
Sheldon Brottman 
Helen Chase 
Jerry Cole 
Richard Crane 
Evelyn Dribin 

Joseph Eisenberg 
Edward Freund 
Miriam Gurewitz 
Hattie Kahn 
Shepard Kass 
Harold Kirsner 

January Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the January 27 Shabbat service.  

Tributes 
Amazon Smile Donation 
Laura & Ken Burk, Annual Appeal Fund in appreciation of Andrea Friedlander’s help with college essay writting 
AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom, Annual Appeal Fund 
Suzanna & Larry Dworsky, Annual Appeal Fund 
Cindi Emerson, High Holiday Choir Fund 
Cindi Emerson, Yom Kippur Memorial Fund 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander, Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Jeffrey Friedman 
Dawn & Mark Friedman, General Fund in honor of Jordyn Fishman’s wedding 
Dawn & Mark Friedman, General Fund in honor of Marla Davishoff and Fred Henry’s wedding 
Dawn & Mark Friedman, General Fund in honor of Amy & Neil Parker’s first grandchild 
Dawn & Mark Friedman, General Fund in memory of Lois Bournstine, and Stanley Weinberger 
Suzie Garfield, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Irene Chase & Jeremy Gibson, Annual Appeal Donation 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Friedman Family Fund 
Glynis & David Hirsch, Annual Appeal Fund in honor of Lily Jackson’s Bat Mitzvah 
Glynis & David Hirsch, Annual Appeal Fund, in memory of Jeffrey Friedman 
Glynis & David Hirsch, Annua Appeal Fund, in memory of Duncan McCune 
Karen Jackson, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in gratitude to Rabbi Chalom, Leah Sosewitz, and Mara Heichman for all of their 
guidance and support throughout the Bat Mitzvah preparation process for Lily Jackson, and in appreciation for Ellen Apley for her 
music accompaniment at the service. 
Karen Jackson, Event Sponsorship Fund to support the Family Hanukkah Celebration and Lunch 
Janene & Lee Kessler, Event Sponsorship Fund to support the Family Hanukkah Celebration and Lunch 
Sharon & Stan Noskin, Annual Appeal Fund 
Rebecca & Daniel Ostrovsky, Event Sponsorship Fund to support the Family Hanukkah Celebration and Lunch 
Lita Passen, General Fund in memory of Jeffrey Friedman 
Judith Perlman, Annual Appeal 
Sara & Bill Race, Event Sponsorship Fund to support the Family Hanukkah Celebration and Lunch 
Judy & Steve Rosenzweig, Annual Appeal Fund, in memory of Duncan McCune  
Jen Occhipinti & Rachel Samlan, Event Sponsorship Fund to support the Family Hanukkah Celebration and Lunch 
Tamar & Ron Schwartz, Annual Appeal Fund 
Sheila & Ron Sebor, Annual Appeal Fund 
Michele & Joel Shoolin, Annual Appeal Fund 
Karlyn Rosenstiel & Chad Solomon, Event Sponsorship Fund to support the Family Hanukkah Celebration and Lunch 
 

Family News/Thank You 
• Deep Condolences to Rabbi Emeritus Daniel Friedman, and Dawn and Mark Friedman on the recent death of their son and 

brother Jeffrey Friedman. 

• Deep condolences to Cindi Emerson on the recent death of her partner Nicholas Steel.  
• Deep Condolences to the family of Kol Hadash founding member Lois Bournstine who died recently at age 88.  

• Deep Condolences to the family of Kol Hadash founding member Stanley Weinberger who died recently at age 92. 

• Mazel Tov to Kol Hadash Rabbi Emeritus Dan Friedman and Dawn and Mark Friedman on the engagement of Mark and Dawn's 
daughter, Eva!  

• Mazel Tov to Michelle Fishman on the recent marriage of her daughter Jordyn Fishman to Steven Kerstein! 

• Mazel Tov to Amy & Neil Parker on the birth of their first grandchild! 

• Mazel Tov to Marsha & Mark Milstein on the birth of their new grandson, Levi Grant Milstein! 

• Mazel Tov to Kol Hadash families whose seniors received positive news on Early Decision college admissions!  

• Wishing a smooth resolution to Myrna Cohn for ongoing medical issues.  
 
 

Doris Libman 
Golda Lippitz 
Ben Meisenberg 
Fannie Moses 
Marilyn Muroff 
Louis Rogovin 

Evelyn Rosenzweig 
Bobbye Sarasohn 
William Sheck 
Sharon Shepard 
Bessie Shlensky 
Morris Shlensky 

Mary Smiley 
Bertha Sonshine 
Sol Spiegel 
Mary Spiegel 
Diane Teich 
Charles Weigley 

James Weiss 
Lois Wolens 
Robert Zeleny 

February Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the February 10 Shabbat service.  

Joseph Aaron 
Jan Baxter 
Joan Berger 
Moshek Biniamin Podrobnik 
Joseph Birnbaum 
Steven Croft 

Charlotte Dantico 
Alfred Eichner 
Roland Finkelman 
Betty Fishkin 
Harry Goldman 
Allen Goldstein 

Ann Jerris 
Helen Kass 
Nina Kroft 
Louis Lason 
Terry Lason 
Sheila Lieb 

Samuel Mayer 
Milton Miller 
Jerome Miller 
Laura Morgan 
Eve Niport 
June Rothstein 

Jacqueline Schechner 
Donna ShapiroRogovin 
Isadore Sheinbein 
Lena Miller Simon 
Kurt Strauss 
Catherine Vanderbeck 

Norman Wauldron 
George White 



January 2023 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 
No Sunday School 

2 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta 
1:30pm 

3 
 

 
 

4 
 

SciFi Book Club: 
Noor by  

Nnedni Okorafor 

5 
 
Steering Committee 

7:30pm 

6 
 

Values in Action at 
Highwood Food Bank, 2:45pm 

 

7 
 

8 
No Sunday School 

9 
 

Women’s Group: 
Online Chat 

7:30pm 

10 
 

Adult Education: 
Intro to  

Jewish Philosophy 
7:30pm 

11 
 

String Theory 
7:30pm 

Zoom 

12  
 
 

13 
 

Music Shabbat: 
The Year in Review 

7:30pm 

14 
 
 

15 
 
Sunday School 9:30am 
 

B Mitzvah FAQ 9:30am 
 
Preschool Jewish Discovery: Tu B’Shevat 10:30am 
 
K/1st/2nd Grade: Bring Your Parent to Class 
10:30am 
 
3rd/4th/5th Grade: Bring Your Parent to Class 
11:00am 

16 
 

MLK Day 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta 
1:30pm 

 
Nonfiction  
Book Club: 

Starry Messenger 
by Neil deGrasse 

Tyson 
 

17 
 

Adult Education: 
Jewish Identity  

7:30pm 

18 
 

Development 
Committee 

Meeting 
7:30pm 

 

19 
 
 

20 
 

Zoom Shabbat: 
Atheists in Foxholes: Guest 

Speaker Jason Torpy 
7:30pm 

21 
 

Winers 
Gathering 

7:00pm 
 

22 
 

Sunday School 9:30am 
 

8th/9th Grade: Bring Your Parent to Class 
10:30am 
 
6th/7th Grade: Bring Your Parent to Class 
11:00am 
 

 23 
 

Women’s Group: 
Online Chat 

7:30pm 

24 
 

Adult Education: 
Jewish History 

7:30pm 

25 
 

26 
 

 

27 
 

Values in Action at 
Highwood Food Bank, 2:45pm 

 
Shabbat Service: 

Antisemitism: Fears & Realities 
7:30pm 

28 
 

29 
Sunday School 9:30am 
 
See, Sing, Celebrate: Jewish How To 9:30am 
 
Youth Education Committee Meeting 9:30am 

30 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta 
1:30pm 

31 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



February 2023 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 
 

2 
 
Steering Committee 

7:30pm 
 

3 
 

Shabbat Service: 
Wandering Jews & Today’s 

Refugees 
7:30pm 

 

4 
 

Sunday School 
Family Home 

Havdallah & 
Potluck Dinner 

5:00pm 

5 
Sunday School 9:30am 
 
See, Sing, Celebrate! Jewish Holiday How-To 
9:30am 
 
Tu B’Shevat Family Fruit Seder 10:45 

6 
 

Women’s Group: 
Online Chat 

7:30pm 

7 
 

Adult Education: 
Past & Present 

7:30pm 

8 
 

SciFi Book Club: 
Stranger in a 

Strange Land by 
Robert A. Heinlen 

9  
 
 

10 
 

Values in Action at 
Highwood Food Bank, 2:45pm 

 
Music Shabbat: 

Abortion Rights: 
Past, Present, and 

Future 
7:30pm 

11 
 
 

12 
 
Sunday School 9:30am 
 
Adult Challah Making Class: International 
9:30am 
 

See, Sing, Celebrate! Jewish Holiday How-To 
9:30am  

13 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta 
1:30pm 

 
Connections Committee 

Meeting 
7:30pm 

 

14 
 

Adult Education: 
Roots of Secular 

Humanistic Judaism: 
Yiddishists 

7:30pm 

15 
 

Movie Club: 
Blazing Saddles 

7:30pm 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 

 

19 
 

Sunday School 9:30am 
 

See, Sing, Celebrate! Jewish Holiday How-To 
9:30am  
 
Preschool Jewish Discovery: Purim 10:30am 
 
Confirmation Class Field Trip: Baha’I Temple 
11:15am 

 20 
 

Presidents’ Day 
 

Women’s Group: 
Online Chat 

7:30pm 

21 
 

Book Club with  
Rabbi Chalom: 

The Netanyahus  
by Joshua Cohen 

22 
 

String Theory 
7:30pm 

23 
 

  

24 
 

Values in Action at 
Highwood Food Bank, 2:45pm 

 
Family Shabbat Dinner 

6:30pm 
 

3rd/4th 5th Grade 
Shabbat Service 

7:30pm 

25 
 

26 
Sunday School 9:30am 
 
Family Education: Shabbat: Make Your Own 
Challah Covers & Candlesticks 10:30am 
 
K/1st/2nd Grade Class Shabbat Presentation 
11:15am 
 

27 
 

Women’s Group: 
Canasta 
1:30pm 

28 
 

Adult Education: 
Roots of Secular 

Humanistic Judaism: 
Zionists 
7:30pm 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 
We start the evening all together at one member’s home with . . .  (obviously) 
. . . Happy Hour! Then we will all blissfully drive to other members’ homes for 
small-group catered dinner parties. Finally, we’ll all do a happy dance when 
we come back together at another member’s home for coffee and dessert. 
 

 

Register online at: www.kolhadash.com/form/PD2023 

Registration Deadline: April 15, 2023 
 

www.kolhadash.com/form/PD2023


 

 

Questions to Youth Education Director Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266 
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 
 

www.KolHadash.com 

 

 
 

 

 
 

For parents of students up to 6th grade   
 

 

 

Sunday, January 15 

9:30-10:30am 

at Our Sunday School at Deerfield High School 
 

 

Open to everyone! Free! 
         
 
 

• Are you debating how (or whether) to have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah for your child? 
 

• Are you feeling pressure because “how it’s supposed to be” and “how it’s always been done” 

isn’t a good fit for your family? 
 

• Are you concerned that non-Jewish family members might not be allowed to participate fully? 
 

• Are you looking for a custom celebration that will be both personal and meaningful, 

balancing Jewish traditions and your unique family heritage? 
 

Explore your options during this free, informal FAQ session 

with Rabbi Adam Chalom, our Youth Education Director, and our B Mitzvah Coordinator  
 

 
 

 

Sunday School Try Out 
For families interested in our weekly education program (from Kindergarten through 

confirmation), your child can join their grade’s class for the day to see if we are a fit for 

your family. 

There is no expectation of a commitment by attending. Please register at KolHadash.com 

 



 

 

Questions to Youth Education Director Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266 
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 
 

www.KolHadash.com 

 

 

How is Our B Mitzvah Different from All Other B Mitzvahs? 
 

The Kol Hadash B Mitzvah program (gender-neutral, non-binary term for “Bar Mitzvah” and/or 

“Bat Mitzvah”) is unique, meaningful, and personal to the student in many ways: 

 

1. Our B Mitzvah preparation fits into the busy lives of today’s middle-schoolers and their 

families.  Students learn Hebrew through one-on-one tutoring sessions. 

 

2. Our Hebrew curriculum balances the need for Hebrew reading skills with an 

understanding of Hebrew as a modern, living language. 
 

3. Rather than be automatically assigned the Torah or Haftorah portion coinciding with 

their B Mitzvah service date, our students choose their own Torah portion, whichever 

one they find to be most inspirational or meaningful. 

 

4. Students have the choice to read from other Jewish literature or do a Jewish-related 

research project instead of reading from the Torah. 

 

5. All the readings and music celebrate the milestone of becoming a B Mitzvah. The B 

Mitzvah is the only reason for the gathering. 

 

6. Every B Mitzvah service is devoted to only one student. 

 

7. Families can customize their B Mitzvah celebration service by choosing their favorite 

readings and music from an array of options. 

 

8. All parents of B Mitzvah students participate fully in our ceremonies. We are fully 

welcoming and inclusive of modern families in all their diversity. 

 

9. Following the B Mitzvah presentation, the parents have the opportunity to  share  their 

feelings about the occasion in a short but meaningful address to their child. 

 

10. Families may honor other family members and friends by having them read selections 

from the service, hold the Torah, or light candles on our  congregational menorah. 

 

11. Service readings are in English and sensitive to a diverse audience, enabling all family 

members (of all ethnic and religious backgrounds) to equally and meaningfully 

participate. 

 

12. Our families almost always get their first choice of date. Ceremonies can be held on a 

Friday evening, Saturday morning or Saturday evening. 



 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 

 
 

 

 

Kol Hadash Sunday School at Deerfield High School 

 
It is time for parents to go back to school! It is Bring Your Parent to Sunday School! 

 

Each of our classes welcomes parents to join for a bit (students attend class from 9:30- 

11:30am). Teachers expect lively discussions and participatory activities! 

 

 

 

January 15 — K-5th Grade Classes 

-K/1st/2nd Grade - 10:30-11:00am 

-3rd/4th/5th Grade - 11:00-11:30am 

 

January 22— 6th-9th Grade Classes 

-8th/9th/10th Grade - 10:30-11:00am 

-6th/7th Grade - 11:00-11:30am 

 

Sunday School Try Out 
For families interested in our weekly education program (from Kindergarten through 

confirmation), your child can join their grade’s class for the day to see if we are a fit for 

your family. 

There is no expectation of a commitment by attending. Please register at KolHadash.com 

 



 

*Before each event, based on local Covid rates, we will determine if masks are required and/or if food will be served 
 

Questions to Youth Education Director Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266 
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 
 

www.KolHadash.com 

Preschool Jewish Discovery 

Free monthly enrichment class open to everyone 
  

Children ages 2-6 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam Chalom and veteran preschool teacher Lynn 

Miller as they explore a Jewish holiday through interactive songs, books and hands-on activities. There 

is time for a snack and for the children and parents to socialize, too. At-home resources will also be 

provided. 
 

 Monthly at Kol Hadash Sunday School at Deerfield High School 

(park and enter through rear/east entrance) 
 

Please register on our website calendar at KolHadash.com 
 

Come once, or come to them all! 
 

 

Rosh Hashanah 

Sunday, September 11  

10:00-10:45am  

*Family Bagel Brunch  

at 10:45-11:30am 

 

High Holidays 

*Special program at  

Jewett Park, Deerfield 

Friday, September 16 

9:00-10:00am 

 

High Holidays for Tots 

*Special program lead by  

Rabbi Adam Chalom 

Sunday, October 2  

10:00-11:00am 

 

Sukkot 

Sunday, October 9 

10:30-11:30am 

 

 

Shabbat 

Sunday, November 6 

10:30-11:30am 

 

 

Hanukkah  

Sunday, December 11 

10:30-11:30am 

 

 

 

Tu B’Shevat 

Sunday, January 15 

10:30-11:30am 

 

 

Purim  

Sunday, February 19 

10:30-11:30am 

 

 

Mitzvah Day 

Sunday, April 16 

10:30-11:30am 

 

 



 

*Before each event, based on local Covid rates, we will determine if masks are required and/or if food will be served 
 

Questions to Youth Education Director Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266 
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 
 

www.KolHadash.com 

Open to everyone! Free! 

 

Monthly during Sunday School, our whole school -- students, teachers, families, and guests — 

come together to celebrate Jewish holidays as well as for special programs on Jewish 

culture, community service activities and more. Please join us! 
 

at Kol Hadash Sunday School at Deerfield High School  
(park and enter through rear/east entrance) 

 

Please register on our website calendar at KolHadash.com 
 

Come once, or come to them all! 
 

 

Family Bagel Brunch 

Sunday, September 11, 10:45-11:30am 

 

High Holidays for Tots 

Sunday, October 2, 10:00-11:00am 
 

Sukkot Family Service & Pizza Dinner 

@ our congregational Sukkah at  

North Shore Unitarian Church 

Sunday, October 16, 4:00-6:00pm  
 

Family Education: A World of Jewish Food & 

Taste of Kol Hadash 

Sunday, November 20, 10:30-11:30am 
 

 

 

 

 

Hanukkah Family Celebration & Lunch 

Sunday, December 18, 10:30-11:30am 
 

Tu B’Shevat Family Fruit Seder 

Sunday, February 5, 10:45-11:30am 
 

Family Education: Shabbat 

Make Your Own Challah Covers & Candlesticks 

Sunday, February 26, 10:30-11:30am 
 

Purim Family Celebration 

Sunday, March 5, 10:30-11:30am 
 

Passover Family Seder 

Sunday, March 19, 10:45-11:30am 

 

 

Sunday School Try Out 
For families interested in our weekly education program (from Kindergarten through 

confirmation), your child can join their grade’s class for the day to see if we are a fit for 

your family. 

There is no expectation of a commitment by attending. Please register at KolHadash.com 

 



 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, February 5, 10:45-11:30am
 

 

 

 

Please wear clothing showing plants, animals, or nature themes & colors. 

 

Volunteers needed to shop and serve. Sign up on Kol Hadash website calendar. 

 

Our seder is not just for Sunday School students! Adult members, parents, grandparents, 

younger siblings, and guests are more than welcome! 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sunday School Try Out 
For families interested in our weekly education program (from Kindergarten through 

confirmation), your child can join their grade’s class for the day to see if we are a fit for 

your family. 

There is no expectation of a commitment by attending. Please register at KolHadash.com 

 



 

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266  
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 

 
 

 

Sunday, February 12, 9:30-11:30am
 

Have you wanted to make challah (traditional braided egg bread for Shabbat) yet were 

hesitant to do so on your own? Join with other adults at Kol Hadash as we learn and make 

challah together. This year, we'll make international variations! At the end of this class, you’ll 

bring your challah home to bake it. All are welcome to join this free program. Please follow 

this link to register so we can have supplies for everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 26, 10:30-11:30am
 

Jewish culture creates an opportunity every week for rest, reconnection, and reflection. 

Shabbat runs from Friday evening through Saturday evening in every season and climate. 

What can it mean for Humanistic Jews in 2023? Join us to learn about Shabbat possibilities 

AND to engage our creative sides by making our own challah covers and candlesticks.  

https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Challah%20Making%20Class
https://www.kolhadash.com/form/Challah%20Making%20Class


 

Questions to Youth Education Director, Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266 
 

Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate 

See, Sing, Celebrate! 

Jewish Holiday How-To 

 
 

Sundays at 9:30-10:30am 
 

January 29 - High Holidays ♦ February 5 - Hanukkah  

February 12 - Passover ♦  February 19 - Shabbat 
 

at Kol Hadash Sunday School at Deerfield High School 

1959 N. Waukegan Road, Deerfield, 60015 

please park and enter through the rear/east entrance 
 

Are you wondering how to celebrate Jewish holidays at home with your young child? 

Children up to age 2 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam Chalom as we celebrate Jewish 

‘home’ holidays especially for families with young children. In each of the four weeks, we’ll 

explore a different holiday (High Holidays, Hanukkah, Passover and Shabbat) through 

interactive songs, books and hands-on activities. This program includes time for families to 

connect with each other and a snack. At-home resources will also be provided. Older 

siblings are welcome. 

 

Advance registration is required, please.  There is an $8 fee for each class. 

Come to one, come to them all! This program is in partnership with jBaby Chicago. 

 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation celebrates Jewish identity and culture by replacing 

worship with a belief in human responsibility and equality – for us, it’s about people, not 

prayer. 
 

  


