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Shalom from Rabbi Adam Chalom
“Love the Stranger”

The stranger living among you must be treated as your nativeborn. Love them as yourself, for you were strangers in the
Land of Egypt. Leviticus 19:34
As we know from experience with the United States
Constitution, what the law says may matter less than who gets
to determine what it means. The same is true for laws in the
Torah. One of the most famous, and certainly quoted a lot in
recent months, is the commandment to love “the stranger,” to
not oppress or wrong “the stranger,” and so on. But who is
“the stranger”?
“The stranger” is an English translation of the Hebrew term
ger, and we know that every translation is an approximation.
In English, the words “book,” “library,” “scribe,” “story” and
“bibliophile” all refer to closely related concepts, but because
they came from different root languages they sound nothing alike. In Hebrew, the translations for
those terms are sefer, sifriya, sofer, sippur, and ohev sefarim. [note: “f” and “p” in Hebrew are
the same letter with a dot to change emphasis and pronunciation]. So etymology and deeper
meaning in Hebrew comes more often from other words and the root meaning in Hebrew itself
rather than borrowing from other languages.
What is a ger? It comes from the root for “to reside,” so it is often translated more accurately as
“resident alien.” The ger in the Torah is not an Israelite, but gerim (plural) do have some
recognized status. They can be the object of charity, along with the widow and orphan, and they
can be subject to some of the same ritual requirements as Israelites, like not eating leavened
bread during Passover [Exodus 12:19]. We read in the Bible of people of other ethnic nations
living alongside Israelites, even marrying them and serving in the Hebrew army as in the case of
Uriah the Hittite [II Samuel 11] who is explicitly given his ethnic designation. There are of course
many conflicts with other ethnic groups (especially Canaanites and Egyptians), so in Biblical
Judaism care and inclusion did NOT apply to any random “stranger” who happened to show up.
But it did mean that doors were open for some to join the community of Israelite concern.
In Rabbinic Judaism, the meaning of ger shifts – in the Talmud, a ger is a convert to Judaism. And
in modern Hebrew, the term for “conversion” derives from ger. So loving the ger, not oppressing
the ger, offering charity to the ger now applies to someone who has joined the in-group, someone
who has become Jewish. What initially sounded like a universal ethic of loving any stranger from
anywhere but was really a policy of open doors (but still with doors), has now become a parochial
ethic of limited openness. To be sure, Rabbinic Judaism included other provisions for out-group
charity and concern for non-Jews, but nothing as stirring or seemingly unconditional as “love the
stranger as yourself.”
So what do we do with this legacy of loving the ger, whatever that means? We should first recall
that the Humanistic side of our Jewishness frees us from relying on Torah passages to know right
from wrong; we are not captives to the interpretation of traditional commandments to choose
whom we love or to whom our doors are open. At the same time, the fact that our ancestors who
wrote and edited the Torah grappled with how to treat “the other” among them and ended on
generosity offers a positive example for us. As their heirs, we can consider their wisdom as we
choose our own path.
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Steering Committee Update
by Steering Committee Chair, Mike Lippitz (scchair@KolHadash.com)
I’m writing this during my first official week as chair of the Steering Committee. So
far, so good!
Many thanks to outgoing chair, Susan Addelson, who guided the various Kol Hadash
committees—that do most of the volunteer work of the congregation—with a gentle
and helpful hand. The State of the Congregation is strong, with membership growing
and innovative new activities and educational offerings. From learning Jewish history
to knitting blankets, Kol Hadash offers many opportunities to create and celebrate a
meaningful Humanistic Jewish life.
As we move forward, I hope you will add your voice and hands to help us continue to
advance how we “do Jewish differently.” Making people aware of Kol Hadash is one of
the most impactful ways you can contribute to the success of the congregation. You
are our best ambassadors. Here’s a couple of ways to do this in the near term, during
a period when people are often looking for a congregation:

•

Our upcoming High Holidays services (Rosh Hashanah 29-30 September; Yom Kippur 8-9 October) are an ideal
way to introduce your unaffiliated family and friends to Kol Hadash. Rabbi Chalom’s topics are listed in this
issue of the Shofar, and our wonderful choir will be in full voice!

•

New families who moved north for our exemplary schools may also be seeking a Jewish education. Youth
Education Director Ilana Shaffer is running two events this summer where non-members can to learn about
our school and community:


“Back-to-School Bagels in the Park” on Sunday, August 25



“B Mitzvah FAQ Session” on Thursday, August 29

Thank you in advance for your help. At any time, please feel free to sit in on a steering committee meeting
(which are held the first Thursday of every month at the Kol Hadash offices in Lincolnshire) or contact me
(scchair@KolHadash.com) or any Steering Committee member with your ideas and suggestions.

Youth Education Update
by Ilana Shaffer (youthed@KolHadash.com)
Welcome back, students and parents, as we begin another great year together.
At Sunday School this year, our students will continue to learn about being Jewish -- they
will be taught Jewish history and culture and to value their Jewish identity. Yet, not only
are they learning how to ‘be’ Jewish, they are also learning how to ‘do’ Jewish. And, at
Kol Hadash, we are proud to be Doing Jewish Differently.
Our students connect with their Jewish heritage with the understanding that we are
unique (yet not chosen), that we should be inclusive, and we can and should learn from
other cultures. They are encouraged to think independently and critically, and to ask
questions. Our students know they alone have the power -- and duty -- to make their
community and world a better place. Our curriculum and programming embody these
values, and we are lucky to have wonderful teachers who embrace them as well.
We will continue the spectrum of offerings in our Youth Education program -- weekly
Sunday School class for Kindergarten through 10th grade Confirmation, our B Mitzvah
program, an active Youth Group, monthly Preschool Jewish Discovery class, community
holiday storytimes for parents and tots, and, our family holiday and cultural celebrations.
You can expect our family programs to be worthwhile and streamlined. By implementing
suggestions from parents on our Youth Education Committee (the YEC is like a PTO for our
Sunday School), we ensure our programs remain relevant and are a good fit for our member families.
I look forward to seeing you in the next few weeks at our Back-to-School Bagels in the Park (Aug 25), and for the First
Day of Sunday School (Sept 8) when both students and parents will be in the school. At this Parents Meeting, we’ll
have breakfast, a Meet & Greet, curriculum review, and, a forum with Rabbi Adam and each other. We’ll finish the
morning with an all-school assembly.
As you know, our community is vibrant and our doors are always open -- we are happy to welcome other members of
your family and friends. Interested families can decide if we are a good fit by joining our family holiday celebrations,
and their child can join a class any week of the year with our Sunday School Try Out program.
I hope you will be in touch with me at (youthed@KolHadash.com or 773-209-8266). I welcome your feedback and
ideas.
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Kol Hadash
Being Ridiculous!
Our first-ever “You’re Being Ridiculous”
storytelling show for FUNdraiser 2019
was a rousing success. More than 90
members and guests attended, and we
raised more than $8,000. Thank you to
all who donated—particularly our
sponsors, including the Friedman Family
Fund—and congratulations to our
performers. You had us on the edge of
our seats with stories that made us
laugh, cry, cringe and commiserate:
(front) Garrett Cohn, Suzie Garfield,
Eva Friedman, Robin Kacyn, Emma
Kowalenko, Tony Bilotti, and Rick
Bolnick;
and (in back Kol Hadash
Administrator and show producer/
director Jeremy Owens with “ringers”
Adrienne Gunn and Casey Coppess.
Special thanks to Eldon and Nan Weiss-Hamm and to Paul Earle and Ellen Rudnick for donating valuable
Bulls and Cubs tickets that doubled the proceeds from our silent auction and raffle compared to last year.
And thank you to the dozen members who donated items to be raffled: Restaurant gift certificate,
children’s books, Ravinia and Steppenwolf tickets, original art, a DNA kit plus consulting with a
genealogist, and various personal services.
Would you like to perform at our next storytelling event? Stay tuned for more information or contact our
administrator Jeremy Owens (info@KolHadash.com).

Values in Action
St. James Dinner
The St. James dinner on June 13th
was a huge success. Thank you to
Ellen, Noah and Simon Apley, Janet
Century, Jill Dorfman, Irene and Al
Dorfman, Emma Kowalenko, Tony
Biotti, Andrea Friedlander, Nan
Weiss Ham and Carla Ham, Shari
Meserve, Jeremy Gibson, Joyce and
Rich Hirsh and Ally, Andee and
Ryan Wilkov. The guests really
appreciated all the food and many
thanks for the donations to the
pizza fund! We all really enjoyed
having Noah, Simon, Ally and Ryan help us out! It was fun seeing how involved the kids were...we always
encourage the youth to participate...spread the word!! It was also fun meeting and speaking with Nan's
daughter Carla. We had a really wonderful group of participants and donors!! Thank you all so much!!!
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Shabbat Services
North Shore Unitarian Church
7:30-9:00 PM

August 9

September 6

Deuteronomy:
The First Jewish Book
In many ways, the book of
Deuteronomy was a break with the
Israelite religion that preceded it.
What are its basic ideas, and how
did Deuteronomy set the template
for future Judaism?

Music Shabbat: Jewish Integrity

August 23
LGBTQ+ PRIDE – Guest Speaker:
Rebecca Makkai
Kol Hadash is very excited to
welcome National Book Award
finalist Rebecca Makkai for our
discussion shabbat to talk about
The Great Believers. Bring your
friends, and your book to sign (they
will also be for sale and signing at
the event).

Join us for our annual Meet the
Congregation Shabbat, featuring
our incomparable High Holidays
choir. We will explore one of the
core values of Humanistic
Judaism, Jewish Integrity. Our
community strives to “say what
we mean, and mean what we
say,” in any language. How does
that value affect what we do and
who we are?

September 20
Discussion Shabbat:
Preparing for the End
The turning of the seasons
reminds us of life transitions as
leaves are colored brilliantly
before falling. How might we use
this transition as motivation to
consider our own life transitions?

Join the Kol Hadash Choir

Do you want to be a part of our Choir for this year’s High Holidays?
Everyone high school age and above, in all voice categories, is welcome
with no audition necessary! Rehearsals are held at the North Shore
Unitarian Church from 7-9:00 PM on September 4, 8, 10, 17, 22, 25, and
October 2 & 6
Contact Ellen Apley (choir@KolHadash.com) with questions!

High Holiday Services
North Shore Unitarian Church, Deerfield

Rosh Hashanah

Evening Service: Sunday, September 29, 7:30 PM
Morning Service: Monday, September 30, 10:30 AM
Family Service: Monday, September 30, 1:00 PM

Yom Kippur

Evening Service: Tuesday, October 8, 7:30 PM
Morning Service: Wednesday, October 9, 10:30 AM
Family Service: Wednesday, October 9, 1:00 PM
Memorial Service: Wednesday, October 9, 3:30 PM
High Holiday Tickets are included as part of membership for all members and
their children (25 and under). Family Guest Tickets are $40 per person per
service or $95 per person for all four adult services. Otherwise, Guest
Tickets are $90 per person per service or $250 per person for all four adult
services.

Questions? Contact Jeremy in the office
(847) 383-5184 or info@KolHadash.com
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Upcoming
Activities
Winers Gathering
Saturday, August 3, 6:30 PM
Join us at the home of Lynn &
Elliot Miller. Main course will be
provided, bring a summer wine
and appetizer or dessert to share.
RSVP with Lynn Miller
(lgmiller107@gmail.com)

Kol Hadash at
Deerfield Farmer’s Market
Saturday, August 24
Stop by between 7:00 AM and
12:30 PM and see Kol Hadash at
the Deerfield Farmer's Market!
Taste apples and honey, & shop!
Contact Marla Davishoff
(membership@KolHadash.com)

Women’s Group:
Potluck Lunch &
Conversation
Monday, August 26, 1:30 PM
Bring a salad for five to share.
We’ll discuss ideas for possible
upcoming outings and events.
Questions?
Contact Joyce Hirsch
(WE@KolHadash.com)

Book Club
We Were the Lucky Ones
by Georgia Hunter

Wednesday, Sept 18, 7:30 PM
All are welcome! Join us for a
book discussion.
Contact Stacey Max
(bookclub@KolHadash.com)

Adult Education:

What Should a
Jewish Person Know?
Sunday, Sept 22, 9:30AM
Jewish civilization is over 2500
years old, and has been very
culturally and intellectually
creative over the centuries. How
do we decide what an educated
Jewish child (or adult) should
know? What experiences should
they have, and how does that
affect the life of a Humanistic
Jewish community like Kol
Hadash?

Back-to-School
Bagels in the Park

B Mitzvah FAQ Session

Sunday, August 25, 9:30-11:30 AM
Brickyards Park, Deerfield

Thursday, August 29
7:30-8:30 PM

Outside activities
Friendly competition
Bagel brunch provided
See your classmates and teachers!

Panera Bread
1211 Half Day Road, Banockburn

Holiday Storytimes
for Young Children
Celebrate Jewish Holidays with stories &
activities for children up to age 2 with a
grownup.

High Holidays
Tuesday, September 24
Wednesday, September 25

Intended for parents of children up to 6th grade
Can a Bar or Bat Mitzvah work with your busy schedules,
be within your financial means, and be meaningful? Yes,
yes, and yes! Explore your options during this free,
informal FAQ session with Rabbi Adam Chalom, our Youth
Education Director, Ilana Shaffer, and our B Mitzvah
Coordinator Leah Sosewitz.
INVITE FRIENDS!
After B Mitzvahs, we often hear: “I wish I had known
about Kol Hadash earlier!”

Sukkot

Walk-ins welcome!
No charge!
No commitment!

Wednesday, October 16
Sunday, October 20

High Holidays
for Tots

First Day of
Sunday School
& Parents
Meeting

Sunday, October 6, 10:45 AM
at our Sunday School
at Deerfield High School
for children up to 4 years old

Sunday, September 8
9:30-11:00 AM

Celebrate the New Year with stories,
songs and activities!

Sukkot Service
& Potluck

Students and parents will be in the classroom!

Sunday, October 20, 4:00-6:00 PM
in the Kol Hadash Sukkah
at the North Shore Unitarian Church

Parents Meeting includes a light breakfast, Meet & Greet,
curriculum review and, a forum with Rabbi Adam.

Celebrate the fall harvest festival
in our sukkah.
Help build the Sukkah on October 13

Open House & Sunday School Try Out
Adults join the Parents Meeting and children join their
grade’s class for the day
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The Kol Hadash Women’s Group sponsored lunch and a tour
of the Illinois Holocaust Museum and its latest exhibit,
"Purchased Lives." The lunch, camaraderie, and the exhibit
were enjoyed by all. Participants included: Jill Dorfman,
Esther Silberman, Rhonda Hart, Robert Hart, Nina Lipman,
Michael Lipman, Bobby Jacobs, Susan Addelson, Gail Kroft.
(Not pictured: Laura Burk, Sheila Sebor, Joyce Hirsch, Joan
Chase, and Peggy Bartelstein.)
Mazel Tov to Ami & Dan Polonsky and
their family on Ben’s Bar Mitzvah!

The gavel has officially passed to Mike Lippitz.
Many thanks to outgoing Steering Committee
Chair, Susan Addelson, for her hard work over the
last two years, and good luck to Mike!

SAVE THE DATE

Progressive Dinner
Saturday, November 9
Begins at 6PM
This adult event is a unique and fun way to spend a Saturday evening in the fall. Everyone gathers at one
member’s home for appetizers and wine, then we split into small groups for catered dinners. Everyone
reunites at another member’s home for coffee and dessert. This year’s theme is “Chicago.”

More information coming soon!
Watch upcoming weekly emails and your Shofar for registration information!
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In Loving Memory

August Yahrtzeits

The following names will be read at the August 9 Shabbat service.
Boris Duskin
Davida Evenson
Selma Fainman
Bobby Hammel
Abraham Hepner
Armin Hirsch

Oscar Kroft
Joseph Levine
Nathan Levitt
Hillel Lipkin
Alice Pfaelzer
Marvin Samlan

Mary Samson
Idelle Sellinger
Dan Sohn
Harvard Sohn
Herbert Spencer
Robert Zimmerman

September Yahrzeits

The names being read at the September 20 Shabbat service
Ruby Finnell
Evelyn Goldberg
Harold Goldman
Leah Goldman
Mary Gurolnick

Yitzhak Holland
Joe Honor
Theodore Horwitz
Louis Kusnetz
Obbie Lakin

Lillian Lieberfarb
Evan Linick
Debora Litwin
Don Litz
Irving Milstein

Al Parker
Max Rittenberg
Audrey Rothenberg
Jeremy Samson
Margaret Schumacker

Albert Simon
Shelley Sosewitz
Harry Weingarten
Arnold Wisper

Tributes, Donations & Gifts

Anonymous, General Fund
Susan & Roger Addelson, in memory of Beverly Klein, General Fund
Susan & Roger Addelson, in memory of Robert Stendel, General Fund
Janet Century, in support of the Values in Action Dinner at St James Church
English Department at DHS, in honor of David Hirsch’s retirement, Tzedakah Fund
Jill & Sandy Dorfman, in support of the Values in Action Dinner at St James Church
Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle, in memory of Diane Aschman, Choir Fund
Dawn & Mark Friedman, in honor of David Hirsch’s retirement, General Fund
Dawn & Mark Friedman, in honor of our wonderful Sunday School Staff, General Fund
Nan Weiss & Elson Ham, in support of the Values in Action Dinner at St James Church
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Friedman Family Fund
Glynis & David Hirsch, in memory of Robert Stendel, Annual Appeal Fund
Joyce & Richard Hirsch, in support of the Values in Action Dinner at St James Church
Joyce & Richard Hirsch, in memory of Robert Stendel, General Fund
Joyce & Richard Hirsch, in honor of Sue Addelson’s leadership as Steering Committee Chair, General Fund
Andi & Thomas Kenney, in honor of David Hirsch’s retirement, General Fund
Alan Klein, in memory of Beverly Klein, General Fund
Alan Klein, in memory of Beverly Klein, Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Rory McClure, in memory of Diane Aschman, General Fund
Dori Rosenbloom & Chet Mirman, in support of the Values in Action Dinner at St James Church
Judith Perlman, in memory of Robert Stendel, Weiss Choir Fund
Ami & Dan Polonsky, in honor of Rabbi Chalom’s wonderful and meaningful Bar Mitzvah for Ben, General Fund

We also thank the following members for donating items for our June 23 FUNdraiser raffle.
Susan & Roger Addelson, Bluegrass Restaurant, William Brinkman & Sandra Schechner, Ellen Rudnick & Paul
Earle, Faye Eisenberg, Andrea Friedlander, Nan Weiss & Eldon Ham, Karen & Chris Jackson, Alisa Klein, Susan
Wagner & Mike Lippitz, Margie Marcus, Sandra Schechner, and Marcy & Paul Schumacker

2019 FUNdraiser Sponsors
Matthew Carlin
Marcia Cottle
Irene & Allan Dorfman
Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle

Michelle Fishman
Dawn & Mark Friedman
Irene Chase & Jeremy Gibson
Paula & David Harris

Rhonda & Robert Hart
Joyce & Richard Hirsch
Leora Hatchwell & Tom McCune
Lynn & Elliot Miller
Linda Weiner

Kol Hadash News and Announcements
Family News
•
•
•
•
•

Deep condolences to Laura and Ken Burk on the recent loss of Laura’s father, Robert Stendel.
Deep condolences to Alan Klein on the recent loss of his mother, Beverly Klein.
Deep condolences to the family and friends of Kol Hadash member Diane Aschman, who died in June.
Mazel tov to Elana and Paul Brock for the babynaming of their daughter Isla.
Mazel tov to Eddie and Natasha Itkin for the babynaming of their daughter Maya.

Thank You
•
•

Thank you to our recent oneg hots: Victoria Ratnaswamy, Judith Perlman, and Elana Brock
To Mike Lippitz, Ami, Ben and El Polonsky, Leah Sosewitz, and Elyse Shaffer for volunteering at the Rainbow.
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175 Olde Half Day Road
Suite 123
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Your Shofar awaits!

The Shofar
The Newsletter of Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation
Affiliated with the Society for Humanistic Judaism
175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069
847/383-5184 • info@KolHadash.com • www.KolHadash.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday — 10:00 AM-5:00 PM
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August 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Steering
Committee
Meeting
@Lincolnshire Office
7:30 PM
4

5

6

7

8

3
Winers Gathering:
@ The Home of
Lynn & Elliot Miller
6:30 PM
Please RSVP

9

10

Shabbat Service
Deuteronomy:
The First Jewish Book
@ NSUC
7:30 PM
11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Shabbat Guest Speaker:
Rebecca Makkai
@NSUC
7:30 PM

Kol Hadash at
Deerfield
Farmers Market
7:00 AM - 12:30 PM

30

31

25

26

Back to School
Bagels in the Park
@ Brickyards Park, Deerfield
9:30-11:30 AM

Women’s Group:
Potluck Lunch &
Conversation,
@ The Home of
Joyce Hirsch
1:30 PM

27

28

29
B Mitvah FAQ Session
Pannera Bread,
Bannockburn Green
7:30-8:30 PM

September 2019
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

8

9

First Day Sunday School 9:30 AM

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Choir Rehearsal
@ NSUC
7:00 PM

10

Saturday
6

7

Music Shabbat Service:
Jewish Integrity
@ NSUC
7:30 PM

11

12

13

14

18

19

20

21

Choir Rehearsal
@ NSUC
7:00 PM

Parent’s Meeting 9:30 AM
Open House 9:30 AM
All-School Assembly 11:00 AM
15

16

Sunday School 9:30 AM

Choir Rehearsal
Book Club:
@ NSUC
We Were the Lucky
7:00 PM Ones by Georgia Hunter
KH Office, Lincolnshire

Youth Education Committee Meeting
9:30 AM

22

17

23

Sunday School 9:30 AM

24

25
Choir Rehearsal
@ NSUC
7:00 PM

Adult Education 9:30 AM
Preschool Jewish Discovery 10:30 AM
Youth Group Meeting 11:00 AM
Choir Rehearsal
@NSUC
7:00 PM
29

30

Rosh Hashana
Evening Service
@ NSUC
7:30 PM

Rosh Hashana
Morning Service
@ NSUC
10:30 AM
Rosh Hashana
Family Service
@ NSUC
1:00 PM

Discussion Shabbat:
Preparing for the End
@ NSUC
7:30 PM
26

27

28

2019/5780 High Holidays Schedule
North Shore Unitarian Church, 2100 Half Day Road, Deerfield, IL

Rosh Hashana
Evening Service: Sunday, September 29, 7:30 PM
Day Service: Monday, September 30, 10:30 AM
Family Service: Monday, September 30, 1:00 PM

High Holidays for Tots
(for children up to age 4)
Sunday, October 6, 10:45 AM
High Holidays for Tots will be held at our Sunday School at Deerfield High School.
All other High Holidays programming will be at the North Shore Unitarian Church in Deerfield

Yom Kippur
Evening Service (Kol Nidre): Tuesday, October 8, 7:30 PM
Day Service: Wednesday, October 9, 10:30 AM
Family Service: Wednesday, October 9, 1:00 PM
Memorial & Concluding Services: Wednesday, October 9, 3:30 PM

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High Holiday Admission Policies
Advance reservations are required for all members and guests for Adult Services.
Each family guest admission is $40 per service or $95 for all four adult services.
Each guest admission is $90 per service or $250 for all four adult services.
Family and Concluding Services & High Holidays for Tots are free, open to everyone, and do not
require reservations
Adult services are appropriate for children entering 6th grade and older.
Family Services are appropriate for children age 5 and older.
Free childcare is available for children age 4 and older (with advance reservation) during Memorial
and Day Services. Contact Ilana Shaffer at (773) 209-8266 or youthed@KolHadash.com

Questions? Contact 847-383-5184 or e-mail info@KolHadash.com

2019 - High Holidays - 5780
Old Challenges Anew
Jewish history and the human experience have been full of difficult moments: disasters,
persecutions, suffering. What have we learned to survive, and how can that help us face today’s
challenges?

Antisemitism and Other Hatred
Rosh Hashana Evening
September 29, 7:30 PM
Public expressions of hate are rising, and a rising tide lifts all bigotries. Even if numbers remain small, the haters
are louder and bolder. Synagogue (and mosque and church) shootings, antisemitic cartoons, discrimination by
both Christian foster care agencies and Dyke Marches – we have seen this before and had hoped never again.
Why now? And what to do now?

Political Civil War
Rosh Hashana Morning
September 30, 10:30 AM
It’s been said that “war is the continuation of politics by other means.” Today politics IS war: opponents are
enemies, issues are black or white, the other side is not just wrong but evil. In Israel, in America, in Europe, civil
society strains at the seams. We have also seen this story before, and we need to change the ending.
Rosh Hashana Family Service
September 30, 1:00 PM
Our Family services are aimed at children ages 5-12 but all are welcome to attend.

An Uncertain Jewish Future
Yom Kippur Evening
October 8, 7:30 PM
The Jews have been called “the ever-dying people.” Each generation is convinced it is the last. Yet we are still
here and, like our ancestors, we must answer new challenges. Balancing continuity and change is a Jewish
tradition and a key to Jewish survival. As is hope.

What We Can Do
Yom Kippur Morning
October 9, 10:00 AM
Our problems are so large, and our powers seem so limited – what can one person or one community do? Facing
earlier tragedies, the Jewish people trusted both supernatural providence and human effort. What must we do for
human power to be enough for us.
Yom Kippur Family Service
October 9, 1:00 PM
Our Family services are aimed at children ages 5-12 but all are welcome to attend

The Reality of Morality
Yom Kippur Memorial & Concluding
October 9, 3:30
If this life is the only life we know, how do we find comfort after loss? Death has always defined the human
condition, but are we any better at dealing with it after all this time? How we remember can make all the
difference.

Please join our High Holiday Collection for A Safe Place
A Safe Place provides shelter, court advocacy, referrals and other supportive services for victims of
domestic violence. This High Holiday season will be the seventh year Kol Hadash has partnered with
A Safe Place. Your donations will help the women and children who show up at their door with only
the clothes on their backs.
Please return your filled bags at any of our Yom Kippur services. Cars will be stationed at the entrance
before the start of each service.

A Safe Place Wish List
Nail clipper sets
Women’s new underwear
Floor cleaner
Shower sponges/body soap
Garbage bags
Plastic wrap/aluminum foil
Mouthwash
Disinfectant wipes
Baby food
Laundry soap/dryer sheets
Razors/shaving cream
Diapers (all sizes)
All-purpose cleaner
Welcome bags to put toiletries in that we give women & children
coming into the shelter (ex. reusable shopping bags)
For more information about our Community Service programs contact communityservice@KolHadash.com.

Sunday, August 25 • 9:30–11:30 AM
Brickyards Park in Deerfield
Celebrate the last days of summer with us as we kick-off the start to Sunday School at
this free, all-ages family event.
Students and parents will enjoy being outdoors together — playing on the
playground and fields (with frisbees, balls, etc) and chatting about summer break.
Bagel brunch will be provided for everyone (including gluten-free).
We welcome non-members to join us — there is no expectation of a commitment by
coming to this event. Rabbi Adam Chalom, our Youth Education Director, B Mitzvah
Coordinator and Sunday School teachers will be there to answer questions about our
education program and congregation.
RSVP on Kol Hadash website Calendar
RSVPs encouraged - walk-ins welcome

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate
www.KolHadash.com

Is a B Mitzvah Right for Your Family?
How to Learn More About Us
Are you debating how (or whether) to seek a Bar or Bat Mitzvah for your child?
Are you feeling pressure because “how it’s supposed to be” and “how it’s
always been done” isn’t a good fit for your family?
Are you concerned that non-Jewish family members might not be allowed to
participate fully?
Are you looking for a custom celebration that will be both personal and
meaningful, balancing Jewish traditions and your unique family heritage?

Thursday, August 29 @ 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Panera Bread in Bannockburn Green
1211 Half Day Road, Bannockburn, IL
Intended for parents of children up to 6th grade

Explore your options during this free,
informal FAQ session with Rabbi Adam
Chalom, our Youth Education Director,
and our B Mitzvah Coordinator.

Can a Bar or Bat Mitzvah work with your busy schedules, be within
your financial means, and be meaningful? Yes, yes, and yes!
You may also schedule a one-on-one information session in-person, by phone or
email with Rabbi Chalom, our Youth Education Director or our B Mitzvah Coordinator
RSVP and Questions to youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266

Walk-ins welcome! No charge, no commitment, just useful information!
Members determine their own financial commitment, including “trial memberships”
Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate
www.KolHadash.com

How is Our B Mitzvah Different from All Other B Mitzvahs?
The Kol Hadash B Mitzvah program (gender-neutral, non-binary term for “Bar Mitzvah”
and/or “Bat Mitzvah”) is unique, meaningful, and personal to the student in many ways:

1. Our B Mitzvah training fits into the busy lives of today’s middle-schoolers.
Students attend Hebrew school, one hour a week conveniently following
Sunday School in 6th and 7th grades.
2. Our Hebrew curriculum balances the need for Hebrew reading skills with an
understanding of Hebrew as a modern, living language.
3. Rather than be automatically assigned the Torah or Haftorah portion coinciding
with their B Mitzvah service date, our students choose their own Torah portion,
whichever one they find to be most inspirational or meaningful.
4. Students have the choice to read from other Jewish literature or do a Jewishrelated research project instead of reading from the Torah.
5. All of the readings and music celebrate the milestone of becoming a B
Mitzvah. The B Mitzvah is the only reason for the gathering.
6. Every B Mitzvah service is devoted to only one student.
7. Families can customize their B Mitzvah celebration service by choosing their
favorite readings and music from an array of options.
8. All parents of B Mitzvah students participate fully in our ceremonies. We are
fully welcoming and inclusive of modern families in all their diversity.
9. Following the B Mitzvah presentation, the parents have the opportunity to share
their feelings about the occasion in a short but meaningful address to their child.
10. Families may honor other family members and friends by having them read
selections from the service, hold the Torah, or light candles on our
congregational menorah.
11. Service readings are in English and sensitive to a diverse audience, enabling
all family members (of all ethnic and religious backgrounds) to equally and
meaningfully participate.
12. Our families almost always get their first choice of date. Ceremonies can be
held on a Friday evening, Saturday morning or Saturday evening.

Sunday, September 8 • 9:30–11:00 AM
Kol Hadash Sunday School at Deerfield High School
Students and parents will be in the classroom on the first day of Sunday School!
Parents Meeting includes a light breakfast, Meet & Greet, curriculum review, and, a
forum with Rabbi Adam and each other.
Open House & Sunday School Try Out
We welcome non-members to join us - there is no
expectation of a commitment by coming to this program.
Adults join the Parents Meeting and children join their
grade’s class for the day.
RSVP on Kol Hadash website Calendar
RSVP’s encouraged - walk-ins welcome

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate

www.KolHadash.com

Free monthly enrichment class open to everyone
Children ages 2-6 with a grown up join Rabbi Adam Chalom and veteran preschool teacher Lynn
Miller as they explore a Jewish holiday or cultural value along with interactive songs, books and
hands-on activities. There is time for a snack and for the children and parents to socialize. At home
resources will also be provided.
Older siblings can come at 9:30am for our Sunday School Try Out and join their grade's class (with
advanced notice, please).
Monthly on Sundays at 10:30-11:30am
Kol Hadash Sunday School at Deerfield High School
RSVP on calendar at KolHadash.com
RSVPs encouraged, walk-ins welcome
September 22 — High Holidays
Celebrate Rosh Hashana & Yom Kippur with stories, songs and apples & honey!
October 13 — Sukkot
Find out who is in the Sukkah! Enjoy fruits and vegetables while joining in on the Sukkot
Hokey Pokey.

November 24 — Family/Tzedakah
Read stories about family and participate in an age-appropriate Tzedakah project!

December 15 — Hanukkah Party
Class will begin at 10:30am so we can read a story and participate in a craft. Stay and
enjoy the Sunday School Family Hanukkah Party and Lunch!

Mark Your Calendar:
January 19: Challah/Matzah
February 16: Tu B’Shevat
March 8: Purim
April 19: Passover
Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate
www.KolHadash.com

Holiday Storytimes for Young Children
Celebrate the Jewish High Holidays with stories, songs and activities especially for young children.
Everyone is welcome at this free, family program. Rabbi Adam Chalom and our Youth Education
Director will lead holiday activities for children up to age 2 (older siblings welcome) with a grown up.
There will be time for a snack and to get to know other families in your community, too. Resources for
celebrating the High Holidays in your home will also be provided.

Tuesday, September 24, 10:00-10:45AM
Barnes & Noble at Mellody Farm in Vernon Hills
Wednesday, September 25, 10:00-10:45 AM
Book Bin at Shermer & Church in Northbrook

RSVP on Kol Hadash website Calendar
RSVPs encouraged - walk-ins welcome
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation celebrates Jewish identity and culture by replacing worship
with a belief in human responsibility and equality – for us, it’s about people, not prayer.
Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate

www.KolHadash.com

Sunday, October 6 ∙ 10:45-11:30 AM
Kol Hadash Sunday School at Deerfield High School
Celebrate the Jewish High Holidays with stories, songs and activities especially for young
children. Everyone is welcome at this free, family program. Rabbi Adam Chalom and our
Youth Education Director will lead holiday activities for children up to age 4 with a grown up.
There will be time for a snack and to get to know other families in your community, too.
Resources for celebrating the High Holidays in your home will also be provided.
Older siblings can come at 9:30 am and join their grade’s class with our Sunday School Try
Out (with advance notice, please).
RSVP on Kol Hadash website calendar
RSVP’s encouraged - walk-ins welcome

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate

www.KolHadash.com

Holiday Storytimes for Young Children
Celebrate the Jewish fall harvest festival of Sukkot with stories, songs and activities
especially for young children. Everyone is welcome at this free, family program. We will
gather in the Kol Hadash Sukkah where Rabbi Adam Chalom and our Youth Education
Director will lead holiday activities for children up to age 2 (older siblings welcome) with
a grown up. There will be time for a snack and to get to know other families in your
community, too. Resources for celebrating Sukkot in your home will also be provided.
in the Kol Hadash Sukkah
at the North Shore Unitarian Church
Wednesday, October 16
10:00-10:45 AM
Sunday, October 20
3:00-3:45 PM

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation celebrates Jewish
identity and culture by replacing worship with a belief in human responsibility and equality – for
us, it’s about people, not prayer.

RSVP on Kol Hadash website Calendar
RSVPs encouraged - walk-ins welcome
Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate

www.KolHadash.com

Jewish Philosophy
An Adult Education Course
with Rabbi Adam Chalom
There have been secular and cultural Jews for two
centuries; what makes Humanistic Judaism unique is our
conscious philosophy of Humanism and Judaism. How do
we define ourselves by what we do (and what we do not)
believe and practice? And what are our answers to the most
important questions of life?

Tuesday Evenings, 7:30-8:30 PM
North Shore Unitarian Church ∙ 2100 Half Day Road, Deerfield
2019-2020 Class Schedule
October 22: Jewish Philosophy: Introduction
November 12: Reality & God
November 19: The Nature of People
December 3: Truth
December 10: Ethics
January 14: Politics & Social Ethics
January 21: Anti-Religion or Pro-Humanism?
January 28: Why Be Jewish?
February 4: The Limits of Tolerance
February 11: Jewish Identity

February 18: Jewish History
March 3: Past & Present
March 10: Intermarriage, Conversion, & Boundaries
March 17: Israel & “Diaspora” Judaism
April 14: Pluralism – Unity or Uniformity
April 21: Yiddishists
April 28: Zionists
May 5: Haskalah, Reform & Reconstructionist Judaism
May 12: Great Thinkers, Jews & Non-Jews
May 19: Contemporary and Conclusions

To RSVP, or for any questions about this course, contact Rabbi Chalom
(rabbi@KolHadash.com or 847‐383‐5184).
www.KolHadash.com

Sunday, October 20
4:00-6:00 PM
in the Kol Hadash Sukkah
at the North Shore Unitarian Church

Celebrate fall by joining us for our all-ages event in our Sukkah to celebrate the harvest festival of
Sukkot. Rabbi Adam Chalom will lead a brief service - you’ll have a chance to hold the lulav
branches and etrog fruit - and sing along with the guitar.
The older students in our Youth Group will provide hands-on craft activities for children, who can
hang their creations in our Sukkah or take them home.
Please bring chairs or blankets to sit in & around our sukkah (and there is a rain plan on-site!).
Our celebration then moves indoors for a light potluck dinner. Please bring a side dish or entrée to
share, and we will provide dessert and drinks.
RSVP on Kol Hadash website calendar
RSVP’s encouraged - walk-ins welcome
Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate
www.KolHadash.com

