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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
A Culture of Blessing 

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

When we use a Humanistic blessing, what exactly do we mean? 
In a traditional setting, be it the East European shtetl or contemporary 

Brooklyn, Rabbinic texts are constantly repeated: prayers three times a 
day, the same Shabbat service every week.  The most commonly-repeated 
texts, however, are short and to the point: blessings. There are blessings 
for everything under the sun: eating and drinking, extraordinary events, 
good fortune, even tragedy. Most begin with the same formula: Barukh Ata 
Adonai Eloheinu Melekh ha-Olam, Blessed are you, our God, King of the 
Universe. . . 

A “culture of blessing,” however, is not simply a matter of reciting 
specific texts. It is an approach to life that believes that everything relies 
on a supernatural source, which deserves (and desires) to be thanked at 
every turn.  For example, in the Torah, the Jews are warned against too 
much self-congratulation: 

You may say in your heart, “my power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.” And you 
shall remember YHWH your God; for he is who gives you power to get wealth, that he may establish 
his covenant, which he swore to your fathers. And if you do forget YHWH your God, and walk after 
other gods, and serve them, and worship them, I warn you this day that you shall surely perish. [Deut. 
8:17-19] 

In other words, humans taking credit for their own achievement is chutzpah, while humans giving credit to God for 
human achievements is piety! A culture of blessing not only creates an attitude of gratitude; it is also a constant 
reminder of Jewish identity. If every time you see a rainbow, or every time you eat anything, or every time you leave the 
lavatory, you recite a Hebrew phrase, you implicitly say to yourself, ‘I’m Jewish’ that many times a day.   

A culture of blessing” is largely foreign to the experience of most modern American Jews, especially secular and 
Humanistic Jews. We have no problem saying, “my power and the might of my hand HAVE gotten me this wealth.” We 
show gratitude to those who deserve it, and we have no thanks for the indifference of the universe when it afflicts us. 
We know that we are Jewish without reminding ourselves every hour of every day. 

Yet is there nothing we can glean from a culture of blessing, a culture deeply ingrained in Jewish history and Jewish 
life?  Here are a few: 

Gratitude: the feeling of being fortunate to see a natural wonder, or to be present at a special human 
event, or to have experienced the highs (and lows) of human emotion.  These feelings require no author 
to thank, nor a special phrase to recite; they need acknowledgement and recognition. 
Mindfulness: pausing before drinking or eating can provide a moment of self-reflection, a break from the 
rush-hour pace of life, and a chance to remember one’s health and happiness. Today, even some religious 
Jews, who are uncomfortable with the traditional language of a personal God and King, have taken the 
moment of blessing as an opportunity for mindfulness. 
Community: Pausing to recognize the value of community, of family, of friendship before eating and 
celebrating together can be a powerful moment of shared experience. Stopping afterwards to reflect on 
human connections can add meaning to the simplest action. 

Humanistic Jews are unlikely to adopt a pervasive culture of blessing.  We rarely recite fixed texts; we do not stop 
our lives multiple times a day to remember a Hebrew phrase.  Yet just as we strive to take the best from historical 
Jewish culture for Humanistic Judaism, we may also adopt elements from a culture of blessing. 

Barukh ha-or ba-olam, barukh ha-or ba-ah-dam. Blessed is the light in the world, blessed is the light within people. 
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View from the Chair  
by Steering Committee Chair Susan Addelson (scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 

Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
 
WOW! WOW! WOW! What a start 
to the new year!  

I’m still kvelling (bursting 
with pride) from our High 
Holidays. All the pieces came 
together beautifully — from the 
meaningful new services that 
Rabbi Chalom wrote, to his 
inspiring sermons, the uplifting 
music, the Jacobs men’s 
awesome shofar skills, our 
luscious and lavish onegs (thank 
you, Margaret!) to our warm and 
gracious ushers, greeters and 

name-taggers. And I’m proud to report a record-breaking collection 
for A Safe Place. 

And what a joy to see so many familiar and new faces. I am 
thrilled to welcome back old friends who rejoined Kol Hadash and to 
welcome our new members. If the High Holidays have a kind of family 
reunion feel for you, you aren’t alone. I feel it, too. (Here I go, 
kvelling again.) 

If you liked what you experienced at our High Holidays services, I 
encourage you to sample our October offerings:  

 
• At our October 6 Shabbat service, we welcome guest speaker 

Barry Lynn, a man who has been at the forefront of religious 
liberty issues for more than 25 years, to share his unique 
perspective on separation of church and state.  

• Two days later we come together again for our all-congregation 
Sukkot Pot Luck Dinner & Sing-Along. This is great fun for all 
ages and a wonderful opportunity for Sunday School families 
and those without children in Sunday School to celebrate 
together.  

• October also kicks off back-to-school for our adult learners. 
Rabbi Chalom’s popular Tuesday night course starts on October 
24 with “Introduction to Jewish History.” His first Sefer Circle, 
a discussion of the book The History of Love by Nicole Krauss, 
is Wednesday, October 25. And the first Sunday morning Adult 
Education class is on October 29. BONUS: After this class on 
October 29, join all our students for a special concert by our 
incomparable choir! 

• Spilling over in November by just a few days, November 4 is our 
annual Progressive Dinner. This is a night to party; and a 
chance to put your creativity to the test with our theme-based 
“Name the Appetizer” and “Name the Dessert” competition. 
The deadline to sign up is October 20, and I understand there 
are no extensions this year.  
 

I’m looking forward to seeing you in October.  
 
Sue 

  

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Susan Addelson, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Mike Lippitz, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Ilya Talman, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Marla Davishoff, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Lynn Miller, communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Ilya Talman, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Sheila Sebor, membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Ilana Shaffer, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to all 
members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
Shabbat Service: Guest Speaker Barry Lynn 
Friday, October 6, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Join us for a very special guest speaker, the Rev. Barry W. Lynn, 
executive director of Americans United for Separation of Church and 
State. Rev. Lynn is an accomplished speaker who has appeared on 
national television news programs discussing church and state issues for 
many years. His op-eds are published nationally, and his latest book is 
God & Government: Twenty-Five Years of Fighting for Equality, 
Secularism, and Freedom of Conscience (Prometheus Books), published in 
2015. Lynn is the winner of many national awards, including the Freedom 
of Worship Award from the Roosevelt Institute, the American Humanist 
Association’s Religious Liberty Award and an award from the Hugh H. 
Hefner Foundation for his work to protect freedom of speech. This 
special event is supported by the Friedman Family Fund and is free of charge and open to the public.  
Help support our guest speaker’s appearance and have dinner with Barry Lynn! With a donation of $60 per 
person, KH members can attend dinner with Rev. Lynn at Max & Benny’s in Northbrook at 5:30 PM on 
Friday, October 6. RSVP by October 4 at this website: http://tinyurl.com/KHLynndinner 
 
 

All-Congregation Sukkot Celebration 
Sunday, October 8, 4:00 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
A perfect opportunity for all generations to come together and celebrate the 
fall festival of Sukkot! Join us for a pot-luck dinner and a service and singalong 
in our sukkah, which we will build at the North Shore Unitarian Church. Our 
celebration is intended for all Kol Hadash members, young and old! See 
enclosed flyer for more details. 
  
Discussion Shabbat Service: The History and Future of Women Rabbis 
Friday, October 20, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 

For most of Jewish history, half of our members had almost no opportunities to be leaders. Jewish clergy was 
exclusively male for 2500 years until the first woman rabbi, Regina Jonas, was ordained in Germany in 1935; 
the next woman rabbi was ordained in 1972. Today more than half of the rabbinical students in liberal Jewish 
denominations are women. How has women’s inclusion in leadership transformed Jewish life? 
 
Adult Education/Jewish History: Introduction 
Tuesday, October 24, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
There are two basic questions to history: What happened, and what does it mean? Tradition has its answers, 
and so do we. How do we understand what it means for a Humanistic Jew to study Jewish history? Join us for 
the first session of our yearlong exploration of Jewish history. 
 
Sefer Circle: The History of Love 
Wednesday, October 25, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
A long-lost book reappears, mysteriously connecting an old man searching for his son and a girl seeking a 
cure for her widowed mother's loneliness. Leo Gursky taps his radiator each evening to let his upstairs 
neighbor know he’s still alive. But it wasn’t always like this: in the Polish village of his youth, he fell in love 
and wrote a book…Sixty years later and half a world away, fourteen-year-old Alma, who was named after a 
character in that book, undertakes an adventure to find her namesake and save her family. The History of 
Love explores the human condition through beautiful and moving prose. All are welcome to join Rabbi 
Chalom’s bimonthly Sefer Circle (book discussion)… even if you haven’t read the book! 
 
Sunday Adult Education: How We Think About Being Good 
Sunday, October 29, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
How do people decide what is right and wrong? Drawing on Jonathan Haidt’s fascinating The Righteous Mind: 
Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion, we will explore how the human mind does moral 
reasoning, why different people and cultures have such varied approaches to morality, and find common 
ground in our own approaches to ethics.  



	

www.KolHadash.com 

 

Shabbat Guest Speaker 
Friday, October 6, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 

Free Admission • All Are Welcome 
 
 

Barry Lynn  

Americans United for the 
Separation of Church & State 

 
Since 1992, the Rev. Barry W. Lynn has served as 
executive director of Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, a Washington, D.C.-based 
organization dedicated to the preservation of the 
Constitution’s religious liberty provisions. Lynn holds a 
law degree from Georgetown University, a theology 
degree from Boston University, and is a member of the 
Washington, D.C., and U.S. Supreme Court bar. He is 
also ordained minister in the United Church of Christ, 
offering him a unique perspective on church-state 
issues.  
 

An accomplished speaker and lecturer, Lynn has 
appeared on news programs such as “NewsHour” 

(PBS), “O'Reilly Factor” (FOX), “Nightline” (ABC), and “60 Minutes” (CBS). 
His op-eds are published nationally, and his latest book is God & 
Government: Twenty-Five Years of Fighting for Equality, Secularism, 
and Freedom of Conscience (Prometheus Books), published in 2015.  
 

Lynn is the winner of many national awards, including the Freedom 
of Worship Award from the Roosevelt Institute, the American 
Humanist Association’s Religious Liberty Award and an award from the 
Hugh H. Hefner Foundation for his work to protect freedom of speech.  

 

 
This special event is supported by the Friedman Family Fund. If you would like to become 
a program sponsor and provide additional support, contact the KH Office 
(info@KolHadash.com) 

You can also help support our guest speaker’s appearance and have dinner with Barry 
Lynn! With a donation of $60 per person, KH members can attend dinner with Rev. 
Lynn at Max & Benny’s in Northbrook at 5:30 PM on Friday, October 6. RSVP for dinner 
by October 4 at this website: http://tinyurl.com/KHLynndinner 
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

There are a lot of Jewish holidays in the fall, and they’re wonderful 
opportunities to come together as a community, get reacquainted with 
old friends and meet new ones! As we settled into our school routines, 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur offered us a chance for celebration and 
reflection.  Next up is the harvest holiday of Sukkot. Our Sukkot 
celebration is Sunday afternoon, October 8, with a service in our sukkah 
at the North Shore Unitarian Church and a pot luck dinner afterward. 
This is an all-ages event, and I encourage all congregants—children AND 
adults—to attend. If we’re lucky, we’ll have some red and gold leaves 
by then.  

We need help putting up our sukkah on Sunday morning, October 1, 
and taking it down after our celebration on Sunday, October 8. Contact 
me if you can help.  

We’ll continue our story times for families with young children with 
programs in our sukkah on October 4 and 8.  See the enclosed flyer. 

On Sunday, October 29, the Kol Hadash Choir, usually heard only at adult High Holidays services, will give 
a special concert at Sunday School, from 11:00–11:30.  Everyone is welcome to join us at any of these 
programs.   

Sunday School enrollment continues through the fall holidays; if you have friends and family interested in 
our unique approach to Judaism and Jewish education, invite them to our Sukkot celebration, a Friday night 
Shabbat service, or to come visit Sunday School.  Our members are our best ambassadors. 

Feel free to call or email me if you have questions about our programs. I look forward to seeing you again 
soon. 
 
L’shanah tova! (Happy New Year!) 
Dawn Friedman, Youth Education Director 
 

This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Regular School Schedule: 9:30–11:30 AM • 7th Grade Mitzvah Class: 11:30 AM-12:45 PM 
§ Oct 1: Sukkah construction at NSUC 9:40 – 11:15 AM, Youth Group Meeting 11:30  AM– 12:30 PM 

Snack: carrots 
§ Oct 8: No Classes, Sukkot celebration 4:00 – 6:00 PM 
§ Oct 15: Simchat Torah (our congregation’s torah visits classrooms), Staff Meeting 11:30 AM – 12:45 PM 

Snack: bagels (Pirates Booty available) 
§ Oct 22: Confirmation field trip to Central Street Synagogue 7:45 – 10:45 AM, Youth Education Committee 

Mtg 9:30 – 11:00 AM 
Snack: apple slices 

§ Oct 29: Adult Education 9:30 – 11:00 AM, Kol Hadash Choir Concert 11:00 – 11:30 
Snack: carrots 

 
 

Sunday School Events 
 

Sukkot Celebration & Pot Luck Dinner 
Sunday, October 8, 4:00–6:00 PM 

Kol Hadash celebrates the 4th day of Sukkot with a pot luck dinner & celebration in our sukkah at the North 
Shore Unitarian Church. See the enclosed flyer for details. We encourage ALL congregants — not just school 
families — to attend! Note that there is no Sunday School on October 8. 
 
Bring your own chairs or blankets and a seasonal item or artwork (with string attached, please!) to hang in our 
sukkah. (Please, no dogs.) After the service, we’ll share a pot luck dinner; bring your own water bottle and a 
main course or hearty side dish to share (please note that foods cannot contain peanuts, tree nuts of any kind, 
or sesame seeds). Kol Hadash will provide dessert. Children can decorate a mini-pumpkin or make other 
decorations to hang in our sukkah at the Youth Group’s activities table. We hold this event rain or shine; in 
case of bad weather, we’ll celebrate inside. 
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Sukkah Crew Needed! 
We need volunteers to help build our sukkah this month.  Volunteers are needed to build the sukkah on 
Sunday, October 1, (after Sunday School drop-off) and take it down after the celebration on Sunday, October 
8 (around 5:30 pm). The more people we have, the faster it goes! If you can volunteer, contact Dawn 
Friedman at education@kolhadash.com or 847-997-8931. Veterans of the sukkah crew are especially helpful! 
 
Simchat Torah in Sunday School: Sunday, October 15, during classes 
Simchat Torah celebrates torah in all its meanings—the torah scroll itself, the wisdom of our ancestors, and 
learning in general.  Youth Education Director Dawn Friedman visits classrooms with our congregational torah 
this day so all students have a chance to see it up close! 
 
Kol Hadash Choir Sings at Sunday School 
Sunday, October 29, 11:00–11:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
Usually heard only at the High Holidays adult services, the Kol Hadash Choir will give a special concert for our 
Sunday School students and their families on October 29.  All congregants and guests are welcome.   
 

Sunday School News 
Youth Group Meeting: October 1, 11:30 AM–12:30 PM 
The Kol Hadash Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade and up. 
Students plan their own programming; drop-ins welcome! On 
October 1, Youth Group will prepare their craft activities for our 
Sukkot celebration on October 8.  Students should bring 8-10 mini 
pumpkins to spray paint. 
RSVP by September 29 for lunch to Dawn Friedman, 
education@KolHadash.com. 
 
Adult Education: October 29, 9:30-10:30 AM 
See page 3 for details. 
 
Storytimes for Young Children 
Kids too little for Sunday School?  Looking to meet other parents with young children?  We offer holiday-
themed storytimes for families with children 0-2 (older children welcome) at convenient local sites. These 
programs are funded by a grant from jBaby Chicago, a program of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 
Chicago. To register for those programs, visit http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/jewishholidays101.aspx. To 
see the full schedule of classes offered by jBaby partner organizations, visit http://www.juf.org/ 
jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx. Sukkot storytimes are held in our sukkah at the North Shore Unitarian 
Church, 2100 Half Day Rd, Deerfield: 

Wednesday, October 4  Sunday, October 8 
11:00-11:30 AM   3:00-3:30 PM 

In case of bad weather, we’ll move indoors. 
 
Sunday School Snacks 
Kol Hadash provides snacks for all students each Sunday. Many thanks to Upper Crust Bagels in Deerfield for 
providing bagels at a substantial discount. Snacks rotate 
between plain mini bagels, apples slices, and baby carrots. Due 
to food allergy restrictions, snacks from home may NOT be 
brought to Sunday School. All students should bring a water 
bottle (no juice or soda) each week. See the snack schedule on 
page 4. 
 
Community Service Day 
We thank the many families who came out for our Community 
Service day on September 10, the week before school opened. 
Adults and children worked together to pack bag lunches for a 
local PADS shelter for homeless families. Thanks also to the KH 
members who sponsored the activity with donations (see page 
10 for the list of sponsors).  

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food Restrictions 

Please note that food brought to Sunday 
School may not contain any peanuts, tree 
nuts (including almonds), or sesame seeds, 
due to severe allergies among our students. 
This includes lunches brought to Sunday 
School and Mitzvah Class, as well as any 
foods brought to meetings or events at DHS. 
We cannot allow snacks from home due to 
other student allergies. Thank you for your 
cooperation! 
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Values in Action 
If you have ideas for community service opportunities or if you want to find out how to get involved, please 
contact Lynn Miller (communityservice@KolHadash.com). 
 
PADS Volunteering 
Save the date for Tuesday, November 28, our next scheduled date to volunteer with the PADS (Providing 
Advocacy, Dignity and Shelter) facility at the Kingswood Methodist Church in Buffalo Grove. PADS provides 
dinners and a safe place to stay overnight at this location. We are looking for six volunteers to serve dinner; 
children in 7th grade and older are welcome to participate! We are also looking for members to donate food 
to the meal we serve. If you would like to participate, please contact Lynn Miller 
(communityservice@kolhadash.com).  
 
High Holidays Collection 
A BIG THANK YOU TO KOL HADASH for your endless generosity and caring. We again collected a huge amount 
of needed food and household items at the High Holidays for A Safe Place, a shelter in Zion, IL, for women 
and children who have been affected by domestic violence. A special thank you to Lita Passen for helping to 
prepare the collection bags and to Mike White for delivering the goods to A Safe Place in ZIon.  

 
High Holidays 2017/5778 
Thought-provoking sermons, inspiring poetry, beautiful music, delicious food . . . and a lot of air 
conditioning were among the many highlights of our High Holidays celebrations this year. Deep thanks are 
due to the many Kol Hadash volunteers who devoted hours behind (and in front of) the scenes to make our 
holidays meaningful and enjoyable: MIke Lippitz (High Holidays Chair); the amazing Margaret Wittlinger & 
Ross Shepard, who went above and beyond in arranging our delicious Rosh Hashana Onegs; Irene & Al 
Dorfman, Lynn & Elliot Miller, Lita Passen, Mike White (Community Service Collection); Dawn Friedman 
(Childcare); Lori Gerberding, Leora Hatchwell (Name Tags); Jeremy Gibson (Head Usher); Jim Jacobs, 
Steven Jacobs (Shofar). Thank you to Choir Director Ellen Apley and all her musicians … watch for our choir 
portrait in next month’s Shofar!. As always, thank you to Jeremy Owens for his tireless office support. And 
of course a tremendous thank you to Rabbi Adam Chalom, whose insights and poetry continue to inspire and 
educate us. 
     Special thanks to High Holidays sponsors for helping to fund our events this year: Oneg sponsors Ellen 
Rudnick & Paul Earle, Roland Finkleman, Joyce & Richard Hirsch, Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Susan 
Wagner & Mike Lippitz, and Sheila & Ronald Sebor. And thank you to the Lippitz/Wagner Jewish 
Humanistic Ritual Fund for financial support in creating this year’s new Yom Kippur Service booklets. 
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High Holidays cont.  
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As we begin our congregational year, we continue our tradition of using the Meet Kol Hadash feature to introduce new members. This year we are also 
welcoming back several returning members. We’ll welcome more new and returning members in next month’s Shofar! 
 

 
Ellie Prager & Brian Finkelman  
Ellie Prager and Brian Finkelman are transplants from Philadelphia and 
have been living in Chicago for just over a year. Brian is a resident in 
pathology at Northwestern Memorial Hospital, and Ellie is an economics 
professor at Northwestern University. They were looking for a 
Humanistic congregation and found Kol Hadash online. After coming to 
High Holiday services last year, they thought it was a good fit and 
decided to join.  
 
 
 
 
Lynne & Neil Samuels  
Lynne and Neil Samuels 
have felt they were a 
part of Kol Hadash ever 
since their daughter Andi 
Kenney and her family 

joined a number of years ago. They are delighted to now be officially 
members of the congregation! Neil worked for many years as an 
administrator at Jewish Vocational Service and is now retired. Lynne 
taught language arts at Shepard Middle School for 27 years, and, since 
retirement, has been conducting current events classes, mostly at area 
retirement communities. Both are involved in Grand Times, an 
intergenerational volunteer organization that is affiliated with District 
113. They look forward to starting the New Year with the Kol Hadash 
congregation and, as in the past, know they will be inspired by Rabbi 
Chalom, the choir, and the always meaningful service.  
 
 

 
Hope Malis  
Hope Malis was born and raised in Chicago and lived in Northbrook for 35 
years. After 14 years of being a snowbird, she moved to San Diego full time 
in 2014. Hope is a retired wedding consultant and dance instructor and loves 
being part of a senior tap dancing troupe, The Toetappers, who entertain at 
retirement and assisted living centers around San Diego. Hope also takes 
several senior tap classes and enjoys the learning process. Her family 
celebrated five Bar Mitzvahs with Rabbi 
Friedman at our predecessor 
congregation, Beth Or. After moving to 
San Diego, Hope searched for a local 
Humanistic congregation, but she 
decided that she’d rather be 
comfortable with her sons and her Kol 
Hadash family — even if it is once a year 

— for as long as she is able.  
	
	
Joan Chase  
Kol Hadash is also happy to welcome back Joan Chase of Highland Park, mother 
of Kol Hadash member and Sunday School teacher Irene Chase! 

  

M e e t  K o l  H a da s h !  
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 
 

Kol Hadash Connections 
Our updated membership directory, Kol Hadash 
Connections, will be distributed with next month’s 
Shofar. The directory also includes a list of members’ 
businesses, hobbies, crafts and other avocations. 
Want to make some Kol Hadash connections? Contact 
Jeremy (info@KolHadash.com, 847/383-5184), and he 
can include you in this year’s edition! 

BIg News from the SHJ 
The Society for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ) has 
relaunched Humanistic Judaism, the primary journal 
for our movement in a new magazine format. The 
quarterly magazine is available electronically to SHJ 
members (all Kol Hadash members are automatically 
registered as members of the SHJ). If you have not 
received an email with a link to the Autumn 2017 
edition, please contact Kathy at info@shj.org.  

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting an Oneg Shabbat is an easy way to help out 
and get involved in Kol Hadash. Available dates 
include January 5, April 6, May 4 and June 1. If you 
want to co-host an Oneg earlier than 2018, you can 
partner with a member who has already signed up. 
Contact David Hirsch (oneg@KolHadash.com) if you 
are interested. 

Thank You! 
• To Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen for hosting the 

Oneg at our September 8 Meet-the-Congregation 
Shabbat service. 

• To Ilana Shaffer and Dawn Friedman for shopping 
for supplies and organizing our September 10 
school Community Service Day. And thank you to 
Michelle Fishman for delivering our bagged 
lunches to a local PADS shelter.. 

Family News and Announcements 
• Condolences to Rabbi Adam & AJ Chalom on the 

September 19 death of Adam’s father, Edward 
Chalom. 

• Condolences to Marcy & Paul Schumacker on the 
September 13 death of Paul’s mother, Margaret 
Schumacker. 

• Mazel tov to Suzie Garfield on the marriage of her 
son, Matt Carlin, to Kristel Sikora on September 
30. 

• Mazel tov to Lynn & Elliot Miller on the birth of 
their grandchild, Evan.  

• Mazel tov to Susan & Roger Addelson, on the 
birth of their new grandchild, Elan Matias. 

 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the October 20 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Lenore Adler Albert Baer 
Anita Edwards  Dorothy Feldman 
Wende Fretzin Melvin Gerberding 
Eileen Herron Joe Honor 
George Jerris Alice Lakin 
Frieda Levitt Leopold Levoy 
David Marcus Ben Matthews 
Jeanne Parker Bonnie Pashkow 
Morris Richter Nathan Rothenberg 
Alvin Samson Bertie Sarasohn 
Jacob Schechner Harry Shepard 
Robert Slaw Katherine Tankel-Lipkin 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Diane Sandler October 3 
Daphne Kass October 4 
Ron Sebor October 5 
Neil Parker October 8 
Ami Polonsky October 9 
Rabbi Adam Chalom October 9 
Jayden Callahan October 10 
Elyse Shaffer October 11 
Ilan Yavitz October 13 
Evan Katz October 14 
Laura Burk October 16 
Betty Gordon October 20 
Tate Landsman October 24 
Michael Brook October 25 
Jonah Chalom October 26 
Glynis Hirsch October 29 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Karen & Richard Juneau October 1 
Suzanna & Larry Dworsky October 9 
Andi & Tom Kenney October 10 
AJ & Rabbi Chalom October 13 
Dawn & Mark Friedman October 16 
Diane & David Sandler October 18 
Alexandra & Bill Brook October 23 
Bobby & Howard Jacobs October 23 
Michelle & Steve Fishman October 28 
Eleanor & Louis Altman October 30

 
Nov. 4 Progressive Dinner 
Nov. 15 Book Club 
Dec. 5 & 10 Hanukkah Storytimes 
Dec. 10 School Hanukkah Celebration 
Jan. 17 Book Club 
Jan. 28 School Tu B’Shevat Seder 
Feb. 3 Havdallah Service & Pot Luck Dinner 
Mar. 4 Purim Carnival 
Mar 23-25 HuJews Youth Conclave (Philadelphia) 
Mar. 25 School Passover Seder 
Mar. 31 Community Passover Seder 
Apr. 29 Sunday School Grandparents’ Day &   

Day of Action 
May 11 Confirmation 

Celebrate & Remember 
with Kol Hadash 

A contribution to Kol Hadash is a 
meaningful way to express your wishes of 
sympathy, joy, congrats or mazel tov for 
your Kol Hadash family and friends' life 
events. 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Annual Appeal End-of-calendar-year donations to support Kol 
Hadash activities 

Event Sponsorships Funding to support specific Kol Hadash 
events 

Friedman Family Fund Restricted fund for bringing in external 
speakers and performers 

General Fund General support for Kol Hadash operations & activities 

Lippitz/Wagner Jewish Humanistic Ritual Fund Restricted fund 
supporting the development, dissemination and practice of 
Jewish humanistic rituals and music 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Funds available to the rabbi to 
allocate for charitable purposes 

Tzedakah Fund Supports organized charitable activities in the 
name of Kol Hadash 

Weiss Choir Fund Supports the High Holidays Choir; established 
by Kol Hadash founding members James & Minerva Weiss 

Yom Kippur Memorial Remembrance donations during the High 
Holidays 

Youth Group Fund Supports special activities for Kol Hadash teens 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its gratitude 
to the following individuals, whose donations were received as of the middle of last month.

Julie Deutsch, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in honor of the Kol Hadash Choir 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the General Fund 

Eileen & Sherman Kaplan, to the General Fund 

We thank our members for their generous donations throughout the High Holidays and for Yom Kippur Memorial Donations. A 
complete list of Yom Kippur donations will appear in the November Shofar. 

2017-18 Membership Donations 
We thank the following members for generously supporting Kol Hadash by renewing their memberships at the Sustaining level. 

Janet Century 
Roland Finkelman 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander 
Lori Gerberding 
Paula & David Harris 

Glynis & David Hirsch 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch 
Susan Wauldron Jerris & Bruce Jerris 
Susan Wagner & Michael Lippitz 
Ellard Pfaelzer, Jr. 

Sharon Rothstein 
Merle & James Styer 
Sue & Ilya Talman 
Betty & Stanley Weinberger 
Laurie & Michael White 

 

We thank the following members, who supported Kol Hadash by voluntarily increasing their dues pledge above the standard 
Supporting Membership level. 

Emma Kowalenko & Anthony Bilotti 
Irene & Alan Dorfman 

Leah Sosewitz & Helga Gruenbauer 
Susie & Andrew Kramer 

Victoria Ratnaswamy 
Ilana & Marty Shaffer

 
We thank the following members for their supporting donations in support of Kol Hadash activities and administration. 
Diane Aschman 
Janet Century 
Marla & Craig Davishoff 
Faye Eisenberg 
Rabbi Daniel Friedman 

Joyce & William Goldman 
Leah Sosewitz & Helga Gruenbauer 
Paula & David Harris 
Andi & Thomas Kenney 
Susie & Andrew Kramer 

Lisa & Jon Landsman 
Brad Malis 
Lynn & Elliot Miller 
Victoria Ratnaswamy 
Margaret Wittlinger & Ross Shepard 

 
Event Sponsorships 

Event sponsors’ donations help us keep admission fees low and allow us to make events accessible to all. We invite our members 
to sponsor such upcoming fall events as: Guest Speaker Barry Lynn (October 6), Sukkot Celebration & Pot Luck Dinner (October 
8), Progressive Dinner (November 4) and our Hanukkah Celebration (December 10). We thank the following members for their 
generous support of Kol Hadash programs. 
 

Rosh Hashana Oneg Sponsors           Sunday School Community Service Day  
Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle   Sandra & Giovanni Aristodemo Alexandra & Bill Brook 
Roland Finkelman    Janet Century   AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen   Karen & Chris Jackson  Stacey & Ethan Max 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch   Sara & Bill Race   Jennifer Occhipinti & Rachel Samlan 
Susan Wagner & Michael Lippitz  Ilana & Marty Shaffer 
Ronald & Sheila Sebor  
   

 
Support Kol Hadash whenever you make a purchase at Amazon! Amazon Smile 
has the same product listings at the same prices as ordinary Amazon.com, 
except that 0.5% of Amazon Smile purchases are donated to your designated 
charity. Please consider shopping at Amazon Smile and designating Kol Hadash: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-4454948 
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Celebrate and Commemorate Through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation 
to Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 
in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 

 
Choose from the following tribute funds: 

Y Kol Hadash General Fund — General support for Kol Hadash operations and activities 

Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — Supports organized charitable activities in the name of Kol Hadash 

Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — Supports special activities for Kol Hadash teens 

Y Friedman Family Fund — Restricted fund for bringing in external speakers and performers 

Y Lippitz/Wagner Jewish Humanistic Ritual Fund — Restricted fund supporting the development, dissemination and practice    
of Jewish humanistic rituals and music 

Y Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  — Funds available to the rabbi to allocate for charitable purposes 

Y Weiss Choir Fund — Supports the High Holidays Choir; established by Kol Hadash founding members James & Minerva Weiss 
 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Thank you for your generosity!  



October 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Sunday School, 9:30 
Sukkah Construction, 9:30  
Youth Group, 11:30 
7th Grade Mitzvah, 11:30 
 

2 3 4 

Sukkot Storytime, 11AM @ 
Unitarian Church 

 

5 

Steering Committee Mtg., 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 
 

6 

Shabbat Service 
Guest Speaker 

Barry Lynn 

Americans United for 
Separation of Church & 

State 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 

Church 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sukkot Storytime, 3PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

All-Congregation Sukkot 
Celebration & Pot Luck 
Dinner, 4:00 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

9 10 11 

Kol Hadash Knitters, 7:30 
PM @ Home of Sue 
Addelson 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

 
 

14 

 

15 
Sunday School, 9:30  
Staff Mtg; 7th Grade 
Mitzvah, 11:30 
 
 

16 

 
17 18 

 
 

19 

 

20 
Shabbat Service, The 
History and Future of 
Women Rabbis, 7:30 PM 
@ Unitarian Church 

21 
 

22 
Confirmation Class Field 
Trip, 7:45 
Sunday School, YEC Mtg, 
9:30  
7th Grade Mitzvah, 11:30 

23 

 
24 

Adult Ed/Intro. to Jewish 
History, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

25 

Sefer Circle, The History 
of Love: A Novel, 7:30 PM 
@ Unitarian Church 

✡ 26 

 

27 
 

28 

29 
Sunday School, 9:30  
Adult Ed, How We Think 
About Being Good, 9:30 
Choir Concert, 11:00 
7th Grade Mitzvah, 11:30 
 

30 31 
 

       Coming Next Month! 

 

Annual Progressive Dinner 

Saturday, November 4 

Begins 6:00 PM 

 

 

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



November 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 
Steering Committee Mtg., 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 
 

3 
Discussion Shabbat 
Service, The Secret Life 
of Abraham, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

4 
Progressive DInner, 6PM 

5 

Sunday School, 2nd/3rd 
Parents Mtg, 9:30  
7th Grade Mitzvah, 11:30 
 

6 7 
Adult Ed/Jewish History: 
Origins, 7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

8 
Development Committee Mtg, 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
Sunday School, 4th/5th 
Parents Mtg, 9:30 
Conf Class Field Trip, 9:45-
12PM  
Staff Mtg; 7th Grade 
Mitzvah, 11:30 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
Adult Ed/Jewish History: 
Monarchy & Divided 
Kingdom, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

15 
Book Club: The Hate U 
Give, 7:30 PM @ KH Office 

16 

 

17 
Shabbat Service, A 
Culture of Blessing: 
Humanistic Mindfulness, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

18 
 

19 
Sunday School, Adult Ed 
(Wonder of Wonders: A 
Short History of Fiddler on 
the Roof), 9:30  
Youth Group Mtg, 11:10 
7th Grade Mitzvah, 11:30 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 

Adult Ed/Intro. to Jewish 
History: The God of the 
Hebrews, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

22 THANKSGIVING                   23 

 

24 
 

25 

26 
 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

27 28 29 30   

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



 
 

 
 
	
	
 

	

Storytimes	for	Young	Children	in	Our	Sukkah!	
	

Come	learn	about	the	Jewish	fall	harvest	festival	of	Sukkot	with	stories,	songs,	and	activities	for	
children	ages	0-2	with	a	parent	or	caregiver	(older	children	welcome).	We	will	gather	in	the	Kol	
Hadash	sukkah	at	the	North	Shore	Unitarian	Church.	Rabbi	Adam	Chalom	and	Education	Director	
Dawn	Friedman	of	Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	lead	these	storytime	sessions.	Get	to	know	
other	families	in	your	community!	Resources	for	celebrating	Sukkot	will	be	provided.		

	
	

	
	

	

Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	 is	a	welcoming,	 thinking	community	of	Humanists	who	celebrate	
Jewish	traditions	together	with	open	minds	and	hearts.	Interfaith/intercultural	and	LGBT	families	are	very	
welcome.	Visit	us	at	www.KolHadash.com.	
	

Questions?	Contact	info@KolHadash.com	
RSVP:	http://www.juf.org/holidays101	

	
For	a	listing	of	all	jBaby	classes	&	programs:	http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx	

	
	

	
	
	

 

This	 program	 is	 made	 possible	 by	 a	 grant	
from	jBaby	Chicago,	a	program	of	the	Jewish	
Federation	of	Metropolitan	Chicago. 

Wednesday,	October	4	
11:00-11:30	AM	

Sunday,	October	8	
3:00-3:300	PM	

North	Shore	Unitarian	Church	
	2100	Half	Day	Road,	Deerfield	



 
 
 

All-Congregation 

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8 
4:00 PM Service; 5:00 PM Dinner 

ALL are welcome! FREE of charge! 
 

NORTH SHORE UNITARIAN CHURCH 
2100 HALF DAY ROAD, DEERFIELD 

 

Enjoy autumn outdoors with us! 
What better place to celebrate the Jewish fall harvest holiday than in our congregational sukkah, 
with your Kol Hadash friends! Join us for our annual POT LUCK DINNER indoors, and then 
CELEBRATE & SING OUTDOORS IN OUR SUKKAH. 

Families should bring a main dish or hearty side dish for the potluck dinner (please no peanuts, 
tree nuts of any kind, or sesame seeds). All foods should arrive no later than 4:45. Bring chairs 
or blankets for the sukkah celebration. Feel free to bring a seasonal item (small pumpkins, 
gourds, dried corn, etc.) or art to hang in the sukkah. Kids can also make decorations at the 
Youth Group-sponsored craft table.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUKKAH CONSTRUCTION (OCT. 1, 9:30-11:30) 
AND TAKE-DOWN (OCT 8). CONTACT DAWN IF YOU CAN HELP. 

Our Sukkot celebration is intended for ALL KOL HADASH MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND GUESTS. 
This is a great opportunity for Sunday School families and those without children in Sunday 
School to celebrate together! 

Questions? Contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931). 

RSVP and SUPPORT 
Our Sukkot Celebration is FREE OF CHARGE and OPEN TO ALL! RSVP to http://tinyurl.com/KH-sukkot17 and let us know 

what you’re bringing for our Pot Luck Dinner. 
 

Help us keep Sukkot a free event! Become a Sukkot Sponsor and contribute to space rental and other event costs. 
To sponsor this event, visit http://tinyurl.com/KHsponsorship or call 847-383-5184. 



	
	
	

www.KolHadash.com 

 
 
  Exp lor ing Jewish books with Rabbi Chalom 
 

 
 

 

The History of Love 
by Nicole Krauss 

 
Wednesday, October 25 

7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 

 
Rabbi Chalom’s Sefer Circle is a 

bimonthly book discussion.  
Sefer is Hebrew for book. 

 
 

A long-lost book reappears, mysteriously 
connecting an old man searching for his son 

and a girl seeking a cure for her widowed 

mother's loneliness. Leo Gursky taps his 
radiator each evening to let his upstairs 

neighbor know he’s still alive. But it wasn’t 
always like this: in the Polish village of his 

youth, he fell in love and wrote a book… 

Sixty years later and half a world away, 

fourteen-year-old Alma, who was named 

after a character in that book, undertakes 
an adventure to find her namesake and 

save her family. The History of Love 

explores the human condition through beautiful 
and moving prose.  

All are welcome to join Rabbi Chalom’s bimonthly Sefer Circle (book discussion) . . . even 
if you haven’t read the book! 

 
 

 
Sefer Circle discussions are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 



 
 

www.KolHadash.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will Thor-oughly enjoy yourself if you join in the adventure, so don’t be invisible! 

Sign up on Spider-Man’s website http://tinyurl.com/KH-PD2017 in a Flash or mail the registration form below.  
The deadline is October 20. If you miss it…KA-POW! 

 
 

 

Your true identity(ies) __________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mails: _____________________________________________________   Batphone: _____________________________ 

Are you a vegetarian?  ___ Yes          Do you have any food or pet allergies?  ___ Yes (We will contact you if you answered yes.) 

I/We would like to bring (choose one):  ____ Superhero/villain-inspired appetizer (for 12) 
____ Superhero/villain-inspired dessert (for 10) 
____ I/we are flexible and can bring whichever you ask for the week before 

Label your dish with your superhero/villain-inspired name! There will be prizes for cleverest entries! 

I/We would like to be a dinner host:  ____ Yes           ____ No 
Note: The entire meal is catered. Dinner hosts only need to pick up the food Saturday afternoon, set their table, and warm the food. 
Instead of bringing an appetizer or dessert, dinner hosts are asked to provide two bottles of wine for their dinner guests.   

Be a SUPERHERO! Please consider providing optional, tax-deductible support for the Progressive Dinner: 
___ $20 to combat the Forces of Evil      ___ $80 to thank the Masterminds for their hard work     ___ $160 to join the Justice League 
___ I cannot attend, but I still want to save the world, so I’ll co-sponsor event with this donation:  $_______   
 

Guest Admissions:    _____ @ $22 per person     =     $_______ total guest admissions 

Payment Summary: $_______ total guest admissions      +    $________ optional sponsorship    =    $________ total enclosed 

 

Send check payable to Kol Hadash, to our Fortress of Solitude: Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069. 
Or register/pay online at http://tinyurl.com/KH-PD2017   RSVP deadline is October 20! 

An inviNcible night of 
SUperheroes & SUPERVillains… 

 

Find your inner Wonder Woman or Iron Man and join us 

for a Marvelous evening! We’ll start at Wayne Manor 
(one member’s home) for wine and assorted 

appetizers. Then we’ll hop in our Batmobiles and drive 

to other members’ homes for small-group, catered 

dinner parties. Finally, we’ll reunite with our sidekicks 

and nemeses in the Batcave (another member’s home) 

for coffee and dessert.  
 

Saturday, November 4 

Begins at 6:00 PM 

Cost: $22 Per Person 



 
 
 
 

Please join us in this year’s 
 

Holiday Gift Giving Program 
 

The Kol Hadash Community Service Committee is collecting gifts for needy 
children by participating in the Community Alternatives Unlimited holiday 
giveaway program. 
 
Community Alternatives Unlimited is a charitable organization that provides 
assistance to people with developmental and mental disabilities. It serves 
people who live in poverty in the northern suburbs of Cook and Lake Counties, 
including children who are indigent and wards of the state.  For more 
information on Community Alternatives Unlimited, please visit their website 
www.cau.org. 
 
You can drop off your gifts at these Kol Hadash events: 
 

Progressive Dinner — November 4 
Family Hanukkah Luncheon & Party — December 10 

 
Gifts should be unwrapped or wrapped in neutral paper (no Hanukkah or 
Christmas paper, please!) and be labeled by gender and age range so that the 
right child will receive them. 

Here are some gift ideas: 
School supplies  

Puzzles, blocks, other educational toys  
Craft items, arts & crafts kits  

Board games, handheld electronic games  
Stuffed animals, dolls 

Paperback books, especially in Spanish  
Hats, mittens, scarves  

Cosmetics, nail polish for pre-teens and teens  
Hair accessories  

Sleepwear, slippers, socks  
Sweaters 

For more information, please contact Glynis Hirsch at  
847-945-8420 or Ghirsch@dist113.org 


