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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
What Is a Humanistic Jewish Congregation? 

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

When key questions and circumstances change, so too must the answers. 
Fifty years ago, American Jewish identity was “thicker” — for most, 
immigration to America, life in densely Jewish urban neighborhoods, 
Yiddish language, even anti-Jewish persecution all were aspects of living 
family memory, not genealogy. When they moved to the suburbs, the 
large majority didn’t ask Should we join a synagogue?; they simply 
asked, Which one? And if they joined for their children’s education, they 
often stayed for themselves even if they only attended a few times a 
year. 

Today the question is no longer Which one to join? but rather Why 
join at all? The Bar/Bat Mitzvah mill model has been a blessing and a 
curse. Many do still find a community for this rite of passage (though 

some are finding ways to do it on their own), but they treat it like a root canal: to be avoided as long as 
possible, and finished as quickly and painlessly as can be managed.  

The new challenge we have as a Humanistic Jewish congregation is that, while we still have to explain 
that what we offer is different from other options, we also have to make the argument for why joining 
something is better than nothing. And why staying part of something is worth it — we aspire to be much  
more than a middle school PTO, whose purpose is exhausted after the last child’s graduation. 

We have a rabbi, and a Sunday School, and Shabbat and holiday services, and community service and 
adult learning opportunities. We do not have our own building, but we also don’t have a building fund. 
Because our focus is community rather than theology, our social activities are as important as our ceremonies 
— a Shabbat without an oneg reception is unthinkable. And the support we provide each other, in ordinary 
interaction and at special moments in life, are reflections of our core conviction that our light, hope and 
strength is in us, and in each other. 

In my almost thirteen years with Kol Hadash, I have often remarked on our demographics: we have been 
and remain evenly divided among school families, empty-nesters, and retirees. We are not only a children’s 
activity, or an adult-oriented learning center. We are a full-service congregation, from weddings and baby-
namings, to the cycle of the seasons, through aging and retirement until the end.  

As the questions and circumstances change, we will need to change too. Even as we continue our rich 
Youth Education program, we are exploring new programming and outreach to appeal to the Baby Boomers 
who are contemplating the next stage of their lives, and asking big questions about meaning and purpose as 
they do so. We are opening our doors even wider to those exploring our community to see what it could offer 
them, to lower financial barriers to finding meaningful connection, and to encourage our current members to 
stay connected through the ups and downs of life. 

Our philosophy of Humanistic Judaism celebrates personal responsibility and mutual support, individual 
minds and shared convictions, being part of both the Jewish and the human families. We will adapt to new 
realities of American Jewish life, today and tomorrow. 
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View from the Chair  
by Steering Committee Chair Sheila 
Sebor (scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
Welcome to the May edition of the 
Shofar. It looks like spring is finally 
here, with trees leafing out and 
flowers popping up. Although we are 
moving toward the end of our 
congregational year, we have two 
upcoming events you won’t want to 
miss. 

First, for those of you unable to 
attend our Community Passover Seder 
on April 11, our capacity crowd had a 
great time. Thanks to Rabbi Adam, 

who, as usual, was our enlightening and amusing seder leader. Thanks also to 
Laura Burk for leading us in the traditional Passover melodies, sometimes 
with updated lyrics. Thanks to Bluegrass Restaurant in Highland Park for 
again hosting our group. And many thanks to Leora Hatchwell and Lori 
Gerberding for organizing a wonderful evening! 

Please join us at our all-congregation Bonfire Sing-A-Long and Pot Luck 
Dinner, Saturday, May 6, 5:00-8:00 PM at the Heller Nature Center in 
Highland Park. There’s still time to RSVP (see the flyer in this Shofar). Our 
Membership and Youth Education committees have collaborated to make this 
a fun evening of food and song for members and guests of all ages. 

You should have received your invitation to our last “FUNdraiser” for 
2016-17. (See the flyer in this Shofar for ticket info.) Join us Sunday, June 4, 
at Bella Via Ristorante in Highland Park to hear the popular Maxwell Street 
Klezmer Band perform a concert created just for us. Dinner begins at 5:00 PM, 
and the concert at 7:00. You can come for dinner or just the concert if you 
wish. Either way it should be a great evening . . . don’t forget your dancing 
shoes!  

Finally, you all should have received “Our New Kol Hadash Membership 
Approach” letter. If you haven’t looked at it yet, a copy is included in this 
month’s Shofar. Please take some time to read it. If you have additional 
questions, please contact Mike Lippitz, Andrea Friedlander or Rabbi Adam. As 
always, you can contact me as well, at scchair@kolhadash.com. 

I would like to take these final paragraphs to make two additional points 
regarding the dues changes we are making to ensure our future: 

First, looking at the pie chart in the letter that identifies “Annual KH Costs 
Per Household,” please note that upwards of 95% of our expenses are fixed, 
chiefly for salaries and space rental. This means that if we grow as we hope 
to, the cost per member household will decrease. Our total current expenses 
are divided by the current number of households to arrive at $2,875 figure, 
but if our membership doubled, the cost per household would drop 
significantly. Secondly, since even the Supporting Member level of $2,350 
annually does not cover all expenses, we rely on revenues from donations, 
event fees and sponsorships to make up this difference. 

To help us prosper and grow, we count on YOU as our best ambassadors to 
bring the message of our unique congregation to a wider audience. Whether 
you are posting and sharing our activities on Facebook, volunteering to record 
a testimonial, working on a committee, or bringing guests to our events, it is 
your enthusiasm, commitment and energy we rely on to keep our community 
strong and healthy.  

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO FOR KOL HADASH! 
 

 
Looking forward to seeing you soon, 
Sheila  

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Susan Addelson, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Lynn Miller, communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to all 
members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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KOL HADASH FUNDRAISER! 
Sunday, June 4 • 5:00-9:00 PM 

Bella Via Ristorante, 1899 2nd Street, Highland Park 
Dinner!    •    Music!    •    Dancing! 

 
Join us at Bella Via Ristorante in Highland Park for an evening with the popular Maxwell 
Street Klezmer Band. Named after Chicago’s famed Sunday-morning marketplace, the band 
has been bringing the “Joy of Klez” to audiences of all ages for more than thirty years! For 
this special evening supporting Kol Hadash, Maxwell Street will be performing a unique 
concert emphasizing Humanistic themes and providing insights into cultural and musical 
Jewish history, such as: 
✡ The Yiddishist Movement’s focus on Judaism as secular, ethical peoplehood rather than 

religious faith 
✡ The role that Klezmer plays in expressing Jewish identity today, connecting 

contemporary Jews to their heritage and community  
✡ How Jewish music and musicians contributed to the Jazz Age 

 
...and dancing will be encouraged! 

 
This will be a family-friendly event, reprising the spirit of last year’s Maxwell Street concert 
given at the Kol Hadash Sunday School. It is also a great opportunity to introduce your friends 
and prospective members to the Kol Hadash community! 
 
Evening Schedule 
5:00 PM: Appetizers 
5:45 PM: Family-Style Dinner 
7:00 PM: Concert and Dancing 
8:15 PM: Decadent Dessert Buffet 

Tickets for just the concert and dessert may be purchased for $36 (or $18 for kids under 18 years old). 
To purchase tickets, send back the form included with your paper invitation or visit: 

http://tinyurl.com/KlezmerKH2017 
 

THIS EVENT IS KOL HADASH’S MAIN END-OF-THE-YEAR FUNDRAISER. PLEASE CONSIDER CO-SPONSORING THE EVENT, WHETHER OR NOT 

YOU ARE ABLE TO ATTEND. TO SPONSOR, VISIT: HTTP://TINYURL.COM/KLEZMERKH2017 
THANK YOU! 

 
 
 
 

Community Service Corner 
Questions? Contact Lynn Miller (communityservice@KolHadash.com) 
 

Join the Kol Hadash 5Kers: May 6 
Run (or walk) and help raise money to end domestic violence in Lake 
County! Join the Kol Hadash team (KH 5Kers) for the fifth annual A Safe 
Place EmpoweRun on Saturday, May 6, at Independence Grove in 
Libertyville. Visit http://asafeplace.dojiggy.com for event info and to sign 
up to support the KH team! For more information, contact Sue Addelson 
(saddelson@comcast.net). 

Volunteering at PADS: July 18 
Kol Hadash is organizing a volunteer group to help out at PADS at the 
Kingswood United Methodist Church in Buffalo Grove. The goal of PADS 
(Public Action to Deliver Service) is to provide hospitality, food and 
overnight emergency shelter to the homeless. The sites are staffed by 

volunteers who prepare, supervise and clean sleeping accommodations as well as prepare and serve dinner, 
breakfast and a sack lunch. Two KH volunteers have already volunteered to staff the overnight shift; we’re looking 
for 6-8 KH volunteers to staff the dinner shift, from 6:30-8:45 PM. Students in 7th grade and above are invited to 
participate. We have also volunteered to provide a portion of the food to be served. To sign up, contact Lynn 
Miller (communityservice@KolHadash, 847-234-2599).  

Tickets/Suggested Donation 
$150 Full Evening (individual) 
$1,000 Full Evening (table of 8) 
$36 Concert/Dessert Only (adult) 
$18 Concert/Dessert Only (child 18 & under) 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
 

Bonfire Sing-A-Long & Pot Luck Dinner 
Saturday, May 6, 5:45 PM • Heller Nature Center, Highland Park 
One of the great old traditions of community gatherings finally comes to Kol Hadash! Join us for our first Kol Hadash sing-
a-long bonfire . . . and a delicious pot-luck dinner as well! See the enclosed flyer for complete details. This evening is 
free of charge. All are welcome to this Kol Hadash ALL-GENERATIONS event! 

Adult Education/Jewish History: Israel 
Tuesday, May 9, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
The founding of the modern state of Israel was the achievement of secular Jews. A place for a new, modern and often 
secular Hebrew Jewish culture, a refuge from anti-Jewish oppression, and a source of pride for Jews outside of Israel, 
Israel has in recent years faced particularly thorny challenges. What does it mean to be a Jewish state, and what does 
that mean for non-Jews who live here? And is there a path to peace?  

 
Adult Education: The Jewish Mother — Myth and Reality 
Sunday, May 14, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
From the Biblical matriarchs to Philip Roth’s neurosis, Jewish mothers have been praised and blamed for just about 
everything. Where did the legend of the Jewish mother begin, and what is the role of Jewish motherhood today in Jewish 
identity and community? Join us on this Mother’s Day to find out! 

Adult Education/Jewish History: Jewish Peoplehood 
Tuesday, May 16, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
What does it mean to be Jewish: religion, race, ethnicity, culture or something else? What connects ultra-Orthodox and 
Secular Humanistic Jews and everyone in between? And what are the implications for celebrating our Jewish life if we 
understand our Judaism to be a peoplehood? 

Book Club: 1984 by George Orwell 
Tuesday, May 17, 7:30 PM • Kol Hadash Office 
When the year 1984 rolled around, we reflected on George Orwell’s 1949 work of fiction and just how eerily “Orwellian” 
our society had actually become. Who would have thought the same novel would carry such resonance today, nearly 
seven decades after its publication? Join us for a discussion of this classic dystopian novel. All are welcome! Questions? 
Contact Stacey Max (bookclub@kolhadash.com).  
 
 
 

B’nai Mitzvah Celebrations in May 
The congregation is invited join the following families as they celebrate Bar and Bat Mitzvah services this month. 

 
  

The Bar Mitzvah of 
 

Daniel Gruenbauer 
Son of 

Leah Sosewitz & 
Helga Gruenbauer 

 
Friday, May 19, 7:30 PM 

The Bar Mitzvah of 
 

Jonah Aristodemo 
Son of 

Sandra & Giovanni 
Aristodemo 

 
Saturday, May 20, 10:30 AM 

The Bat Mitzvah of 
 

Lili Katz 
Daughter of 

Nancy Soren & 
Neal Katz 

 
Friday, May 26, 7:30 PM 

 
All services held at the North Shore Unitarian Church. 

  

Confirmation Shabbat Service 
Friday, May 12, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 

The entire congregation is invited as our 9th & 10th Grade class presents a special Shabbat service 
to celebrate the confirmation of our graduating 10th graders — 

 
Eric Kenney, son of Andi & Tom Kenney 

Julia Ratnaswamy, daughter of Victoria & John Ratnaswamy 
 

A special Oneg Shabbat reception will follow the service. 



 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
Remember the old sing-a-longs at summer camp? Or the fall bonfire songfests led by our Rabbi Emeritus Dan 
Friedman at our predecessor congregation, Beth Or? Here’s your chance to relive your youth and create new 
memories by sharing a community pot-luck dinner (indoors), followed by singing around the fire (outside) led by 
Music Director Ellen Apley and Sunday School music leader Laura Burk at the Heller Nature Center!  
 
Each family brings a main course or a hearty side dish (enough to share with others); dessert is provided by Kol 
Hadash. Please bring your own water bottle or drink of choice (no alcohol, please.) Bring blankets and folding 
chairs for the bonfire. This program is intended for Kol Hadash members OF ALL AGES, friends and guests. Note: 
Please bring your dish no later than 5:45. Dinner will start promptly at 6:00. Sing-a-long will start at 7:15. 
Questions? Please contact the office (info@KolHadash.com) or call 847.383.5184. 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 6 
5:45 PM  

 

ALL are welcome! 
FREE of charge! 

 

HELLER NATURE CENTER 
2821 RIDGE ROAD, HIGHLAND PARK 

 

RSVP BY May 3: Return the below form by mail, call 847-383-5184, or go to: http://tinyurl.com/KHbonfire17   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ Email:___________________________ 

Number of people attending: ______            I will bring:  ❏ MAIN COURSE to share 

❏ HEARTY SIDE DISH to share  
 

Return form to: Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
 
 

Please consider adding a tax-deductible donation to support this and other special programs. 
 Donors will be listed as co-sponsors in the Shofar newsletter. THANK YOU! 

$20 SPARK   •   $50 EMBER   •   $100 TORCH!   •    www.tinyurl.com/KHsponsor 
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

May is often a busy month, filled with events that mark the milestones 
in our lives, not least of which are graduations.  On May 12, we will hold 
our Confirmation Shabbat Service, which marks our 10th graders’ 
graduation from Sunday School. This does not necessarily signal the end 
of their Kol Hadash connection. Even after being confirmed, many 
students return to our school to work as classroom aides, serving as 
valuable role models for our younger students. They have also built a 
vibrant Youth Group, planning social activities, running our Purim 
Carnival, and attending the annual SHJ HuJews Teen Conclave —
deepening their own connections to Humanistic Judaism and their 
community.  If you’re curious about the future of Humanistic Judaism —
or indeed, just the future! — I encourage you to attend the Confirmation 
service this month. You are guaranteed an interesting evening. 

We also have three students celebrating Bar and Bat Mitzvah services 
in May:  Daniel Gruenbauer on May 19, Jonah Aristodemo on May 20, and Lili Katz on May 26. Congregants are 
welcome to attend these unique and joyous coming-of-age celebrations. 

All congregants as well as families interested in learning more about Kol Hadash and our school are invited 
to our Sunday School Open House on Sunday, May 21, 10:00–11:30, at Deerfield High School, featuring our 
4th/5th Grade Heroes & Role Models Museum and an all-school party. 
 
L’Shalom (To Peace)! 
Dawn Friedman 
 
This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: May 7, 14, 21 
Regular School Schedule: 9:30–11:30 AM • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 

§ May 7: YEC Mtg, 9:30; Youth Group 11:10-12:30; Staff Mtg, 11:30-12:30. Snack: Apple Slices 
§ May 14: Adult Education, 9:30; Last Hebrew/Mitzvah classes of the year. 

Snack: Bagels (Pirates Booty available) 
§ May 21: Last Day of School; Open House, 10:00; 4th/5th Grade Heroes & Role 

Models Museum, 10:15; All-School Party, 11:00-11:30 AM. Snack: Baby Carrots  
 

We hope you enjoy a fun and relaxing summer! School resumes September 10. 
Save the date for our Welcome Back Picnic the evening of August 27. 
 

 
 
Sunday School News & Events 
ALL EVENTS AT DEERFIELD HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED  
 

Confirmation Shabbat Service 
Friday, May 12, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 

Confirmation marks the graduation from Sunday School. Join us for this special Shabbat service in which each 
of David Hirsch’s students gives a speech about a topic they have studied that interested them and how their 
beliefs have shaped their lives. This service is one of the highlights of our year! 
 

Last Day of School • Prospective Families Open House • All-School Party! 
Sunday, May 21 • Deerfield High School 

Current members as well as families interested in learning more about Kol Hadash and our education program 
are invited to attend our school Open House and end-of-year party on the last day of Sunday School, May 21. 
The Open House begins at 10:00, and Rabbi Chalom and Youth Education Director Dawn Friedman will be 
available to talk to families. Mark Friedman’s 4th and 5th graders will present their Heroes & Roles Models 
Museum at 10:15, a culminating project of their study of heroes & heroism this year; each student selected a 
hero and has created a presentation. We’ll finish the day with an all-school party 11:00–11:30. 
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Youth Education Committee (YEC) Meeting: May 7, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Our YEC serves as a combination school board and PTO, setting policy and 
coordinating school events and family programs. During the school year, the 
monthly meetings are during Sunday School. Join us for the last meeting of 
the school year. Meetings are open to all congregants. For more information, 
contact YEC Chair Karen Jackson (YEC@KolHadash.com). 
 
Youth Group Meeting: May 7, 11:10 AM–12:30 PM 
The Kol Hadash Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade and up. Students 
plan their own programming.  Come to this last meeting of the year to plan 
summer activities and for next year. RSVP by May 5 for lunch to Dawn 
Friedman, education@KolHadash.com. 
 
Adult Education: May 14, 9:30-11:00 AM 
See page 4 for details. 
 

 
 
Mazel Tov, Sam Sandler! 
Mazel tov to the entire Sandler family on the 
occasion of Sam’s Bar Mitzvah, April 15! Sam spoke 
about transportation, social justice, environment, 
and safety — all with Humanistic Jewish connections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
School Passover Seder 
THANK YOU to the many volunteers who helped with 
our April 9 School Passover Seder on: Karen Jackson 
(volunteer coordinator), Ken Burk, Brandon 
Callahan, Amy & Jason Cohan, Marla Davishoff, 
Neal Katz, Michelle Malow, Jennifer Occhipinti, 
Sara & Bill Race, Ilana Shaffer, and Leah Sosewitz. 

 
  

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food 

Restrictions 
Please note that food brought 
to Sunday School may not 
contain any peanuts, tree nuts 
(including almonds), or sesame 
seeds, due to severe allergies 
among our students. This 
includes snacks or lunches 
brought to Sunday School and 
Hebrew School, as well as any 
foods brought to meetings or 
events at DHS. We cannot allow 
snacks from home due to other 
student allergies. Thank you 
for your cooperation! 
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Community Passover Seder 
Thank you to our friends at Bluegrass Restaurant for 
hosting our Passover Seder and providing yet another 
delicious holiday meal. And thanks to Leora Hatchwell 
and Lori Gerberding for their tireless work in 
coordinating our seder again this year! We were filled to 
capacity, as all our members and guests enjoyed a 
wonderful evening let by Rabbi Chalom with songs by 
Laura Burk. 

 
•   

Purim Fun!  
THANK YOU to everyone who helped make 
our March 9 Purim Carnival a success: 
parent volunteers Sandra & Giovanni 
Aristodemo, Ken Burk, Jason Cohan, 
Marla Davishoff, Karen Jackson, Bobby 
Jacobs, Jennifer Occhipinti, Ilana 
Shaffer, Nancy Soren & Neal Katz, Leah 
Sosewitz, and Jane Von Kirchbach; and 
student volunteers Gabriella Brook (Youth 
Group Advisor), Jonah Aristodemo, 
Bennett Davishoff, Daniel Gruenbauer, 
Daphne Kass, Ben Katz, Lili Katz, Zack 
Klein, Rylie Max, Skylar Max, Julia 
Ratnaswamy, Lily Ratnaswamy, Sam 
Sandler, Cara Schwartz, Leena Schwartz, 
Erika Von Kirchbach, and Sela Weaver. 
Photos by Leena Schwartz 
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                Meet Michelle Fishman 
Michelle Fishman’s first exposure to Humanistic Judaism 
was when she was nine years old and Rabbi Dan Friedman 
officiated at her parents’ wedding — yes, that’s right, her 
parents’ wedding! In 1968, Michelle’s mother, Myrna, 
married Garrett Cohn (both founding members of Kol 
Hadash), and in true Brady Bunch fashion, created a 
cohesive blended family with their four children. New 
“dad” Garrett was already familiar with Humanistic 
Judaism, and the family became longtime members of our 
predecessor congregation, Beth Or, where Michelle 
attended Sunday School and was confirmed. 
    Michelle was raised to believe that people are 
“responsible for their lives, actions, hopes and dreams,” 
and is very proud to have successfully passed this sense of 
responsibility on to her two daughters. She loves that 

Humanistic Judaism is “honest and consistent,” and describes it as “the whole embodiment of who we are” 
because her family’s actions and beliefs are the same no matter where they are — whether at home or at a 
Kol Hadash activity. Some of the people at Kol Hadash are especially important to Michelle because they 
represent her family’s longest relationships, dating back to when her parents first joined Beth Or. Michelle 
says that having these people in her life “fills [her] heart with so much love.” 
    Although Michelle’s husband Steve was raised Conservative, he was willing to embrace Humanistic 
Judaism. They were members at Beth Or and then founding members of Kol Hadash. Michelle was our first 
2nd/3rd grade Sunday School teacher, teaching Bible stories and life-cycle curricula in alternating years. She 
loved being with the kids, and taught this class for eleven years, from the time her daughter Alexa was in 
kindergarten until Alexa’s confirmation. (Alexa’s class was the first to go from kindergarten through 
confirmation at Kol Hadash.)   
    Michelle was raised in Highland Park. After attending the University of Arizona, she went to interior design 
school in Miami. She currently works for an ad specialty promotional company. She and Steve live in Wheeling 
and have two daughters: Jordyn (age 24) is a kindergarten teacher in Tulsa, Oklahoma, as part of Teach for 
America, and Alexa (age 20) is a junior at Columbia College in Chicago. In her free time, Michelle likes 
playing mahjong, walking, and bicycle riding. 
    Two things that few people at Kol Hadash might know about Michelle: 

1. Michelle loves going to country music concerts. In the summer, she and her family take road trips to 
see their favorite country singer, Kenny Chesney. They try to see him in concert 3-4 times each year. 

2. Michelle is a real foodie. She loves reading food magazines, cooking new recipes, and trying new 
restaurants. 

 
 

 
 

“Meet Kol Hadash”. . . Goes Social! 
We're excited to introduce Voices of Kol Hadash, a new playlist on our YouTube 
channel. The voices are our members' — the stories are their journeys to 
Humanistic Judaism and Kol Hadash. Listen. Enjoy. Share. 

Several audio stories are online, including: “Finding My Jewish Home” by Suzie 
Garfield, “I Believe What I Say” by David Hirsch, and “Solution to a ‘Mixed Jewish’ 

Marriage” by Mark Friedlander.  

More stories are being posted every two 
weeks. To see the videos, go to 
youtube.com and search for “Kol Hadash” 
… or watch for announcements on the KH 
Facebook page! 

  

M e e t  K o l  H a da s h !  
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 
Annual Meeting Set for June 16 
Be sure to join us on Friday, June 16, 7:30 PM, for a 
Shabbat service and the Annual Meeting of the 
congregation. At the Annual Meeting, the rabbi and key 
committee chairs provide reports and reflections on the 
congregational year that is ending and the year to come. 
The 2017-18 budget will also be presented to the 
congregation.  

Host an Oneg This Summer! 
Hosting an Oneg Shabbat is an easy way to help out and 
get involved in Kol Hadash. The July 14 & 28 and August 
11 & 25 onegs are available; you can also partner with a 
member to host an oneg. Contact David Hirsch 
(oneg@KolHadash.com) if you are interested. 

Thank You! 
• To Ilana and Marty Shaffer for hosting our Family 

Home Shabbat dinner on April 28. 
• To the many volunteers who made our Purim 

Carnival and School Passover Seder successful! See 
pages 6-7 for photos and names of our volunteers. 

• To the 7th/8th Grade school families for hosting the 
oneg for their class Shabbat service on April 21, with 
special thanks to room parent Jason Harris for 
coordinating.  

• To Leora Hatchwell and Susan Addelson for 
organizing the April 15 Movie Club outing. 

• To Laura & Ken Burk for hosting the Oneg at our 
April 5 Shabbat Service. 

Family News and Announcements 
• Congratulations to Ezra Donner, who recently won 2nd 

Prize in the American Prize for Conducting Opera & 
Music Theatre, Community Division, for the 2016 
production of H.M.S. Pinafore by the University of 
Michigan Gilbert & Sullivan Society. 

• Congratulations to James Styer, who has been named 
2017 Highland Park Humanitarian by the City of 
Highland Park. Jim was awarded this honor at an April 
19 ceremony in recognition of his longtime work in 
healthcare-related fundraising, providing close to 60 
local organizations with funds of nearly $100 million.  

• Congratulations to Kol Hadash members who ran — 
and won! — in local elections in April: Roger 
Addelson (Vernon Township Trustee), Alexandra 
Brook (East Main School District 63 Board), Ron 
Schwartz (West Deerfield Township Trustee) and 
Kim Stone (Highland Park City Council). 

• Wishing Diane Aschmann a complete recovery from 
recently completed medical treatment. 

• Wishing Rhonda Hart a complete recovery from 
recently completed medical treatment. 

• If you have a graduating senior in your family (child 
or grandchild) this spring, let us know the details so 
we can spread the word in the Shofar! Send the 
details to shofar@KolHadash.com and we’ll publish 
all announcements this summer. 

 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the May 12 Shabbat 
service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If there is a 
name missing or if you would like to have a name read at 
the service, please contact the Kol Hadash office (847-
383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

William Addelson Sol Adler 
Rose Villi Bilotti Richard Cohn 
Caryl Cole David Davis 
Henry Feldman Edward Fisher 
Nathan Goldberg Gertrude Hart 
Michael Hatchwell Eugenia Podrobnik Kowalenko 
Edythe Miller Sy Passen 
Rosalind Podolin Barry Raben 
Ethel Rittenberg Irving Rittenberg 
Carl Sabath Mary Sheck 
Philip Shoolin Emil Simon 

                           Rose Sohn 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Irene Chase May 9 
Paula Harris May 10 
Andi Kenney May 10 
Joel Shoolin May 10 
Caleb Saks May 12 
Laura Malis May 14 
Eric Kenney May 16 
Liam Race May 16 
Tamar Schwartz May 16 
Louise Neidorf May 18 
Michael Fisher May 19 
David Hirsch May 19 
Mark Friedman May 20 
Erika Von Kirchbach May 20 
Fredrik Von Kirchbach May 20 
Eva Friedman May 24 
Julia Ratnaswamy May 26 
Eleanor Altman May 28 
Chip Kass May 30 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Tamar & Ron Schwartz  May 3 
Susan Waldron Jerris & Bruce Jerris May 21 
 

  

 
 
June 4 FUNdraiser 2017: Dinner @ Bella Via 

Restaurant & Maxwell Street Klezmer Band 
June 16 Annual Meeting 
June 21 & 24 Shabbat Storytime for Young Children 
July 19 Book Club 
July 14 & 28 Shabbat Services 
Aug. 11 & 25 Shabbat Services 
Aug. 27 Sunday School Welcome-Back Picnic 
Sept. 10 First Day of Sunday School 
Sept. 20-21 Rosh Hashana Services 
Sept. 29-30 Yom Kippur Services 
 



 

Sunday, June 4 
5:00-9:00 PM 

Maxwell Street Klezmer Band at 
Bella Via Ristorante 

1899 2nd Street, Highland Park 
Dinner!    •    Music!    •    Dancing! 

 

Join us for a sumptuous dinner, a decadent 
dessert bar, and a unique concert prepared 
especially for Kol Hadash by the Maxwell 
Street Klezmer Band! 
 

Evening Schedule Tickets/Suggested Donation 
5:00 PM Appetizers $150 Full Evening (individual)  
5:45 PM  Family-Style Dinner $1,000 Full Evening (table of 8) 
7:00 PM  Concert and Dancing $36 Concert/Dessert Only (adult) 
8:15 PM  Decadent Dessert Buffet $18 Concert/Dessert Only (child 18 & under) 
Tickets for just the concert and dessert may be purchased for $36 (or $18 for kids under 18 years old). 

 
To purchase tickets, send back the form included with your paper invitation or 

visit: http://tinyurl.com/KlezmerKH2017  
 

THIS EVENT IS KOL HADASH’S MAIN END-OF-THE-YEAR FUNDRAISER. 
PLEASE CONSIDER CO-SPONSORING THE EVENT, WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE ABLE TO ATTEND. 

TO SPONSOR, VISIT: HTTP://TINYURL.COM/KLEZMERKH2017 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

www.KolHadash.com 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Annual Appeal End-of-calendar-year donations to support Kol 
Hadash activities 
Event Sponsorships Funding to support specific Kol Hadash 
events 
Friedman Family Fund Restricted fund for bringing in external 
speakers and performers 
General Fund General support for Kol Hadash operations & activities 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Funds available to the rabbi to 
allocate for charitable purposes 
Tzedakah Fund Supports organized charitable activities in the 
name of Kol Hadash 
Weiss Choir Fund Supports the High Holidays Choir; established 
by Kol Hadash founding members James & Minerva Weiss 
Yom Kippur Memorial Remembrance donations during the High 
Holidays

Youth Group Fund Supports special activities for Kol Hadash teens 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its gratitude 
to the following individuals, whose donations were received as of the middle of last month. 

 
Beth & Sam Gilbert, to the General Fund 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Tzedakah Fund  

Terry Kass, to the Annual Appeal 
  

Kol Hadash Sponsorships 
We thank the following members for their generous support of Kol Hadash programs. 

 

Community Passover Seder Sponsors 
Susan & Roger Addelson 

Laura & Ken Burk 
AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom 
Marla & Craig Davishoff 
Becky & Paul Gustafson 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch 

Sherman Kaplan 
Silvia Goldberg & Ilan Yavitz 

June FUNdraiser Sponsors (to date) 
Suzie Garfield 

Joyce & Richard Hirsch

Annual Appeal 
We thank the following members for their donations to the Kol Hadash Annual Appeal 

Anonymous 
Marsha & Rick Bolnick 
AJ & Adam Chalom 
Irene & Allan Dorfman 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen 
Glynis & David Hirsch 

Karen & Chris Jackson 
Terry Kass 
Richard Katz 
Nina & Michael Lipkin 
Margie Marcus 
Louise Neidorf 
Lita Passen 

Judith Perlman 
Mimi & Brad Saks 
Sheila & Ronald Sebor 
Michele & Joel Shoolin 
Merle & James Styer 
Laurie & Michael White

 
 
 

Support Kol Hadash whenever you make a purchase at Amazon! 
Amazon Smile has the same product listings at the same prices as 
ordinary Amazon.com, except that 0.5% of Amazon Smile 
purchases are donated to your designated charity. Please consider 
shopping at Amazon Smile and designating Kol Hadash: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-4454948 
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Celebrate and Commemorate Through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation 
to Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 
in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 

 
Choose from the following tribute funds: 

Y Kol Hadash General Fund — General support for Kol Hadash operations and activities 
Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — Supports organized charitable activities in the name of Kol Hadash 
Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — Supports special activities for Kol Hadash teens 
Y Friedman Family Fund — Restricted fund for bringing in external speakers and performers 
Y Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  — Funds available to the rabbi to allocate for charitable purposes 
Y Weiss Choir Fund — Supports the High Holidays Choir; established by Kol Hadash founding members James & Minerva Weiss 
 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  



May 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 
Steering Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 
 

5 
 

6 
Bonfire SIng-a-long & 
pot luck dinner 
5:45-8:00 PM @ Heller 
Nature Center 
 

7 

Sunday School, YEC Mtg, 
9:30 
Staff Mtg, Youth Grp, 
Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:30 
JUF Israel Solidarity Day, 
2:00 PM @ Ravinia Festival 

8 

 

9 
Adult Ed, Israel, 7:30 PM 
@ Unitarian Church 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
Confirmation Shabbat 
Service, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

 

13 
 

MOTHER’S DAY                               14 
Sunday School, Adult Ed., 
9:30 
Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:30 
 
 
 

15 16 
Adult Ed, Jewish 
Peoplehood, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

17 
Book Club, 1984, 7:30 PM @ 
KH Office 

18 

 

19 
Bar Mitzvah of Daniel 
Gruenbauer, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

20 
Bar Mitzvah of Jonah 
Aristodemo, 10:30 AM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL     21 
Sunday School, Open House, 
10:00 
4th/5th Grade Heroes & Role 
Models Museum, 10-11 
All-School Party, 11-11:30 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 

 

25 
 

26 
Bat Mitzvah of Lili Katz, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

27 

28 
No Sunday School! 
Have a good summer… 
school resumes on September 10! 

MEMORIAL DAY                      29 30 
 
 
 
 

31 Coming June 4! 

 
  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



June 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Steering Committee Mtg., 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 
 

2 
Shabbat Service, 
Interfaithless Dialogue, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 

4 

FUNdraiser Dinner & Concert 

Maxwell Street Klezmer Band 

Bella VIa Ristorante, HP 

5:00-9:00 PM 

 

5 

 

6 7 
 

8 
 

9 10 
 

11 
 

12 13 14 15 

 

16 
Shabbat Service & 
Annual Meeting, 7:30 PM 
@ Unitarian Church 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 

Shabbat Storytime for 
Young Children, 10:30 AM 
@ Deerfield Barnes & 
Noble 

 

 

22 
 

23 24 
Shabbat Storytime for 
Young Children, 2:30 PM 
@ The Book Bin, 
Northbrook 

25 26 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 29 30  

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 
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Our New Kol Hadash Membership Approach 

Thank you for your strong support and commitment. Thank you for your valuable time 
and your precious trust. Thank you for being a vital part of our community. Kol Hadash 
has grown and flourished because of people like you.  

One of the greatest challenges we face is how to ensure that our congregation remains a 
warm and inclusive community. The traditional synagogue model of paying membership 
dues is changing in many Jewish communities. The old “dues” model is unappealing to 
younger people and may be unfamiliar to non-Jewish partners of interfaith couples. 

This new fiscal year, we are testing a new path to lower barriers to entry for new 
members and help existing members stay engaged as life circumstances change.  

In summary, Kol Hadash will streamline our membership categories: 

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES     NEW MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES  

SUSTAINING $3795 and up      SUSTAINING $3850 and up 

FAMILY $2295      SUPPORTING $2350 

SINGLE $1150      SINGLE SUPPORTING $1175 

FAMILY SENIOR $2185 

     CONTRIBUTING 
Self-selected 
commitment, 
with guidance 

SINGLE PARENT $1750 

SINGLE SENIOR $1085 

DISTANCE $475 

TRIAL $365 

STUDENT $100 

ACCOMMODATIONS Various   
 

Most Kol Hadash households today are Family or Single Members. About 20% of those 
make additional “sustaining” donations. Our Sustaining and Supporting Members are the 
bedrock of our congregational finances, providing over 80% of our revenues. It costs 
$2875 per household to run our lean budget. 

It has always been our philosophy and culture to welcome everyone to our community regardless of their 
ability to contribute financially, but we know that we have lost members who are uncomfortable asking for 
accommodations or who don’t feel they are able to participate in congregation activities enough to justify 
standard dues. To address this issue for former, current and prospective members, Contributing Members 
will choose their annual contribution commitment. 

In creating the Contributing Member category and approach, we hope to: 
1. Keep members who might otherwise leave the congregation (such as families who have 

completed bar/bat mitzvah or members who move further away) 
2. Attract new members by lowering financial barriers (real or perceived) to joining 
3. Re-engage past members (who now perhaps only buy tickets to High Holiday services) 
4. Allow new members to transition at their own pace from Contributing to Supporting 

membership as their engagement with the congregation grows 
5. Encourage those currently in a reduced dues category to contribute at higher levels, given 

more detailed knowledge of the actual costs of running the congregation. 

Rabbi 
Rabbi Adam Chalom 
 
Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi Daniel Friedman 
 
Chairperson 
Sheila Sebor 
 
Vice-Chairperson 
Susan Addelson 
 
Secretary 
Stacey Max 
 

Treasurer 
Michael Lippitz 
 
Education Director 
Dawn Friedman 
 
Choir Director 
Ellen Apley 
 
Steering Committee 
Roger Addelson 
Rick Bolnick 
William Brook 
William Brinkman 
Ken Burk 
Garrett Cohn 
Marla Davishoff 
Larry Dworsky 
Andrea Friedlander 
Mark Friedman  
Jeremy Gibson 
Rick Henriksen 
David Hirsch  
Karen Jackson 
Dan Polonsky 
Victoria Ratnaswamy 
Ilya Talman 



We recognize that there is a risk that without the psychological barrier of asking for a dues 
accommodation, members currently at the Supporting level will choose to commit less financially.  It 
is important to understand that the new Contributing Member category is intended for members 
who cannot afford to be a Supporting Member, who have special circumstances, or who otherwise 
might choose not to be a member at all. The success of this new approach depends on all of our 
members to continue to support Kol Hadash financially to the fullest extent possible.   

To encourage continuing your current financial commitment to Kol Hadash, here is some information 
on how Kol Hadash uses your contributions. As shown below, the annual cost of running the 
congregation is currently $2875 per household. Even our current Family/Supporting membership 
dues do not cover all costs. 

The core Jewish activities of our congregation 
cost $1400 per household. (This includes Rabbi 
Chalom’s pastoral and educational work, facility 
rental, music for services, etc.) 

ANNUAL KH COSTS PER HOUSEHOLD 

 

If you intend to enroll a student in Sunday School, 
we ask you to commit at least $1700 (inclusive of 
Sunday School Fees), which is the actual cost per 
student in the school. ($900 in the chart is the total 
congregational cost spread evenly across ALL 
member households.)  

If High Holiday services are your primary interest 
and engagement, we suggest a pledge of at least 
the cost of guest tickets, plus our fixed affiliation 
and member engagement costs. 
($625 for a couple or family; $375 for an individual) 

If you live far away from Kol Hadash (formerly a 
Distance Membership), consider pledging at least 
$500  (~15% of total KH cost per household) 

If this is your first year and you do not feel comfortable with Supporting Dues, we suggest a pledge of at 
least $365   ($1 a day, same level as the former Trial Membership)  

We ask every household to commit a minimum of $125 to cover membership in the Society for Humanistic 
Judaism (which is charged to KH on a per-household basis) and other direct costs (such as printing, postage).  

Whatever amount you choose,  
everyone is welcome in our community regardless of financial contribution. 

 

Members with students in Sunday School will continue to pay those fees separately in addition to 
their membership pledge. Except in extraordinary circumstances, Sunday School fees will not be 
discounted, as they are already well below the actual congregational investment per student. 
Members who in the past have received Sunday School fee accommodations will be asked to adjust 
their Contributing Membership commitment instead, as needed.   

If you have questions, comments or suggestions, please feel free to contact Mike Lippitz 
(Treasurer@kolhadash.com), Andrea Friedlander (Membership@kolhadash.com), or Rabbi Chalom 
(rabbi@kolhadash.com). Thank you for your past, present and future support for Kol Hadash as we 
take this exciting step into the future of our Jewish community. 

Sheila Sebor    Mike Lippitz   Andrea Friedlander 
Chair, Steering Committee  Treasurer   Chair, Membership Committee 

mailto:Treasurer@kolhadash.com
mailto:Membership@kolhadash.com
mailto:rabbi@kolhadash.com

