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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
Haggadah Hotline! 

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

 
How does our Humanistic Judaism affect Jewish celebrations? Here is 
a great example.  

It’s a “Do It Yourself” world in Jewish life, especially during 
Passover season. Many families create their own Haggadot, or 
Passover service books, by cutting and pasting from many sources. 
Others stick to a main text that they supplement with additional 
readings, songs, pictures and experiences. And still more wish they 
could create their own or customize the haggadah they always use, 
but they have no idea where to get started. 

For Humanistic Jews, the traditional haggadah leaves much to be 
desired—the balance of Hebrew and English, claiming myth to be history, the ethics of plagues and 
punishment, and so on. Secular Jews have creatively revised their haggadahs since the 1920s to 
meet their needs and beliefs, and we are happy to continue that tradition. This time, you won’t be 
on your own. 

This March, I will be offering a unique service to Kol Hadash members and to the Jewish public: 
The Haggadah Hotline. Are you looking for a particular reading on the meaning of freedom, or to 
explain why we put parsley on the seder (or festival) plate? Do you want someone to read over your 
family haggadah and offer their suggestions? Are you looking for a translation of a brief passage to 
or from Hebrew, Yiddish, French, Spanish or English? I won’t be able to make you a complete, 
personalized, custom haggadah, but I can help put you on the right path toward making your own!  

I decided not to charge a set fee for this service, though a donation to Kol Hadash will be 
encouraged (and greatly appreciated!). After discussions with our Development Committee, we 
suggest $50 for Kol Hadash members and $100 for the general public, but whatever you are able to 
give will be greatly appreciated. And I reserve the right to decide whether a particular request is 
too time-intensive to meet in the time allotted (March 1–March 31). If you think this idea is 
interesting enough that you would like to underwrite the effort with a special donation, that would 
be wonderful! 

Now is your chance to receive expert guidance on making this Passover even better than last 
year. Just because the Passover holiday has been celebrated “from generation to generation” 
doesn’t mean that your family haggadah has to sound like it! 

Email haggadahhotline@kolhadash.com with your inquiry now . . . responses will begin on    
March 1! 
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View from the Chair  
by Steering Committee Chair Sheila 
Sebor (scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
Welcome to the February edition 
of the Shofar. Our congregational 
calendar is in full swing, and many 
have enjoyed interesting Shabbat 
services, a “taste-full” Taste of 
Kol Hadash and our ever popular 
Winers Club. All are welcome at 
these and all of our events, so 
mark your calendars and bring a 
friend! 

February continues our busy 
schedule, with a special Tu B’Shevat celebration at our February 10th 
Shabbat service, but I especially want to remind you about our second 
all congregation event — our first all congregational Havdalah Service 
and Potluck Dinner on Saturday, February 4, 5:30–8:00 PM, at the 
North Shore Unitarian Church. The Havdalah service signals the end of 
Shabbat and is a short, lovely service with wine, spices, music and the 
braided Havdalah candle. More information on the dinner 
arrangements are included with this Shofar, so please join us. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank so many in our community 
who have said “YES!” to our invitation to join a committee and lend 
hands, hearts and brains to our efforts to make Kol Hadash a place for 
learning, celebrating and making strong and lasting connections with 
others who believe as we do. My personal thanks go out to our new 
Steering Committee members: Rick Bolnick, William Brinkman, 
Garrett Cohn, Marla Davishoff, Jeremy Gibson and Dan Polonsky. 
We rely heavily on all of our volunteers to help out in so many ways…I 
can’t think how we would accomplish so much without all of you. 

As a brief update, our committees are moving forward in several 
directions to find ways to creatively communicate our message to a 
wider audience, many of whom may not even be aware of Kol Hadash 
and that it may be a perfect fit for how they approach being Jewish. 
Thanks to our volunteers, we are putting together audio and video 
clips about Kol Hadash that will be landing on various social media 
sites soon. We are also putting together a revamped dues structure, 
and new marketing efforts and fundraising activities to enhance 
engagement within our community and beyond.  

We have also been talking with Paul Golin, the new Executive 
Director of the Society for Humanistic Judaism, the umbrella 
organization for Humanistic Jewish congregations. As an affiliated 
congregation, Kol Hadash has been communicating with Paul for his 
perspective on a number of topics. He has already offered useful 
advice and encouragement and has expressed his willingness to help 
however he can. 

In this new environment, it is more important than ever before to 
find ways to celebrate our diversity together. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you soon, 
Sheila  

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Susan Addelson, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson, 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to all 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 

Adult Education/Jewish History: Yiddishists 
Tuesday, February 7, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
The first organized secular Jewish communities and schools were created by and for Yiddish-speaking Jews of 
Eastern Europe and America. From summer camps to labor unions to schools and literature, they were Jewish 
by who they were and the culture and language in which they lived, and they could believe or disbelieve 
whatever they wanted! Their example still informs our work today. 

Shabbat Service: Adult Tu B’Shevat Celebration  
Friday, February 10, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Shortly after the turn of the general calendar, the Jewish New Year for Trees arrives. Tree metaphors 
abound in Jewish life, especially the Tree of Life. For this year’s adult Tu B’Shevat celebration, we will learn 
about the life and work of the Society for Humanistic Judaism’s 2016-2017 Role Model Rosalind Franklin, a 
key contributor to discovering the structure of DNA – our real “tree of life.” It should be an interesting (and 
delicious) celebration! 

Sefer Circle: Tevye the Dairyman and the Railroad Stories by Sholom Aleichem  
Wednesday, February 15, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Tevye the dairyman began life half a century before Fiddler on the Roof in the Yiddish stories of Sholem 
Aleichem. The realities and challenges of Jewish life in Russian shtetls (small towns) in the early 1900s leap 
from the pages of Hillel Halkin’s new translation and may change how we think of longing “If I Were a Rich 
Man.” [Note: reading the book is not required to attend the program, but it couldn’t hurt!] 

Adult Education/Jewish History: Zionists 
Tuesday, February 21, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
The most successful secular movement in Jewish history was Zionism. It created a Jewish state, revived 
Hebrew as a modern secular language, and created a culture that celebrated human-centered values like 
human effort and self-defense. For all of the challenges of the modern state of Israel, Zionism’s assertion 
that to be Jewish is to be part of the Jewish people is ours as well. 

Shabbat Movie Club: A Better Life  
Friday, February 24, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Many Kol Hadash members were fascinated by filmmaker Chris Johnson’s December presentation on 
articulating a non-theistic approach to life in positive ways. His 90-minute documentary, A Better Life: An 
Exploration of Joy and Meaning in a World Without God explores the globe finding secular people who lead 
lives filled with meaning and purpose. Join us as the Kol Hadash Movie Club screens a free showing of this 
fascinating film…and stay to discuss! 

Adult Education: Haskalah  
Tuesday, February 28, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
The first substantial modern changes to traditional Jewish ritual and practice were the product of the Reform 
movement, first in Germany and then in America. And while Reconstructionism preserved more religious 
tradition, its philosophy of Judaism as a religious civilization prefigured our own by 30 years. What roots can 
we find in these religious Judaisms, and where did our paths diverge? 
 

Save the Date — Sunday, June 4 
Be sure to reserve June 4 for a special Kol Hadash dinner at Bella Via Restaurant in Highland Park 

and a festive concert by the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band! Details to come in future editions of the Shofar! 

  

All-Congregation Havdalah Pot Luck Dinner & Service 
Saturday, February 4, 5:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 

Free of charge…all are welcome! A wonderful evening for all generations of Kol Hadash family and guests. 
See the enclosed flyer for details and RSVP form. 



 

 

 SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
Service: 5:30 PM 

Dinner: approx. 6:15 PM  
(please arrive by 5:15) 

 

ALL are welcome! 
FREE of charge! 

 

NORTH SHORE UNITARIAN CHURCH 
2100 HALF DAY ROAD, DEERFIELD 

Havdalah — a Jewish ceremony marking the end of Shabbat 
Each family brings a main course or a hearty side dish (enough to share with others); dessert is provided by Kol 
Hadash. Our Havdalah celebration is intended for Kol Hadash members OF ALL AGES, friends and guests. This is a great 
opportunity for Sunday School families and non-school families to celebrate together!  

Help us make this a waste-free event by bringing your own beverage in a reusable bottle. 

Due to serious allergies, all food must be free of peanuts, tree nuts and sesame seeds. 
 
When we eat together, we remember others who do not have enough to eat. We invite our members to please bring 
non-perishable foods and household items to be donated to a local food pantry. The Moraine Township Food Pantry’s 
“shopping list” can be found at http://www.morainetownship.org/super/shoppinglist.html 

Questions? Contact Andrea Friedlander: membership@KolHadash.com, 847-948-7040. 
 

RSVP BY FEBRUARY 1: Return the below form by mail, call 847-383-5184, or click: http://tinyurl.com/KH-havdalah  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name: _______________________________________________ Email:___________________________ 

Number of people attending: ______     I will bring:  ❏ MAIN COURSE to share 

❏ A HEARTY SIDE DISH to share  
 

Return form to: Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
 

Please consider adding a tax-deductible donation to support this and other special programs. 
 Donors will be listed as co-sponsors in the Shofar newsletter. THANK YOU! 

$20 DESSERT SPONSOR • $50 THANK THE ORGANIZERS • $100 BE AMAZING! • www.tinyurl.com/KHsponsor 
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

This month we continue our cycle of Shabbat services led by Sunday 
School classes. From January through May, each class leads a service. 
Students help create the service and rehearse at Sunday School, and 
then lead the service. Most are on a Friday night at the Unitarian 
Church, but that gets a bit late for our youngest students. So our 
Kindergarten/1st Grade class will lead a service on Sunday, February 5, 
after classes. Everyone is welcome to join us. 
   We’ll also celebrate Tu B’Shevat this month, with a family seder on 
February 12 at Deerfield High School. Tu B’Shevat commemorates the 
new year for trees, the season in which the earliest-blooming trees in 
the land of Israel emerge from winter and begin a new fruit-bearing 
cycle. After falling into obscurity after the destruction of the temple in 
Jerusalem, the holiday has become a Jewish Earth Day. Traditionally, 
we eat all kinds of tree fruits, especially those that grow in Israel, and 

we celebrate the coming of spring (eventually!) It’s a delicious holiday celebration and open to all 
congregants. And please bring a non-perishable food or household item for our food pantry collection. 
 
L’Hitraot (See you soon!) 
Dawn Friedman 
 
 

This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: February 5, 12, 19, 26 
Regular School Schedule: 9:30–11:30 AM • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 

§ Feb. 5: 9th/10th Grade parents meeting (9:30); K/1st Grade Shabbat Service (11:00); Staff Meeting (11:30); Youth 
Group Purim Planning (11:30–12:30) Snack: mini bagels (Pirates Booty available) 

§ Feb. 12: Tu B’Shevat Seder (10:30–11:30); Youth Group Purim Planning (11:30–12:30) No Snack  
§ Feb. 19: YEC Meeting (9:30); Youth Group Purim Planning (11:10–12:30) Snack: apple slices 
§ Feb. 26: Confirmation Class Field Trip to Buddhist Temple, Evanston (9:15–1:00) Snack: baby carrots 

 
 

 
Family Tu B’Shevat Seder 

Sunday, February 12 • 10:30-11:30 AM 
Deerfield High School Cafeteria 

Tu B’Shevat (literally, “the 15th of the Hebrew month of Shevat”) 
celebrates the new year for trees. It was a tithing holiday that fell into 
obscurity after the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, was 
resurrected by the early kabbalists as a celebration of rebirth in the 
spring, and has been reinvigorated since the creation of the state of 
Israel and the rise of environmental awareness. Traditionally, we eat all 
kinds of tree fruits, especially those that grow in Israel, and we celebrate 
the coming of spring (eventually!) It’s a delicious holiday celebration! All 
are welcome: members, guests, kids of all ages! RSVP to Dawn Friedman 
(education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931).  
 
We need lots of volunteers to help shop and serve. Sign up to volunteer 
at: http://tinyurl.com/TBSKH17. (Note: you need to register with 
signupgenius.com…it’s quick and easy.) 

When we eat, we remember others who do not have 
enough to eat, so please bring non-perishable foods 
and household items to be donated to a local food 
pantry.  



 
 
 

Sunday School 
Tu B’Shevat Seder 

 

 Sunday, February 12 
      10:30–11:30 AM 

 

Deerfield High School 
Student Cafeteria 

(rear/east entrance) 
Note: regular classes meet at 9:30 

 
Please wear clothing showing plants, animals 

or nature themes & colors. 

We need lots of volunteers to help shop and 
serve. Sign up to volunteer at: 
http://tinyurl.com/TBSKH17. (Note: you need 
to register with signupgenius.com…it’s quick 
and easy.) 

 
Our seder is not just for Sunday School students! Adult members, parents, grandparents, younger siblings, 

and guests are more than welcome!  
 

When we eat together, we remember others who do not have enough to eat. We will collect non-perishable 
food to donate to a local food pantry. There will be boxes for collecting your donations in the cafeteria. 

RSVP by February 8 to Dawn Friedman, Youth Education Director (847-997-8931, 
education@KolHadash.com) 

 
Please consider adding a tax-deductible donation to support this and other special programs. 

 Donors will be listed as co-sponsors in the Shofar newsletter. THANK YOU! 
$20 POMEGRANATE SPONSOR • $50 THANK THE ORGANIZERS • $100 BE AMAZING! • www.tinyurl.com/KHsponsor 

www.KolHadash.com 
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Sunday School News & Events 
ALL EVENTS AT DEERFIELD HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED  
 
Family Shabbat Service Led by K/1st Grade Class: Sunday, February 5, 11:00–
11:30 AM @ DHS 
If Friday night is too late for you, join us on this Sunday morning when our 
youngest students lead a family Shabbat service after Sunday School classes. The 
class creates their service under the guidance of teacher Anna Goldberg and 
classroom aide Daphne Kass. All are welcome! 

Family Shabbat Service led by 4th/5th Grade Class: Friday, March 3, 7:30 PM 
@ North Shore Unitarian Church 
Mark Friedman’s 4th and 5th graders lead an all-ages service on the them of heroes 
and heroism, which they have been studying in Sunday School. All congregants are 
invited to attend. 

Youth Group Meetings: February 5, 12, & 19, March 5 
Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade & higher.  Each year our Youth Group 
plans & runs our Purim Carnival (on March 12).  This year, 7th graders are invited to attend these meetings to 
help.  Students must attend at least two meetings to help at the carnival, and preferably all of the meetings.  
RSVP to Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com) by the Friday before for lunch (pizza & salad). 

9th/10th Grade Parents Meeting: February 5, 9:30–11:00 AM 
Our grade-level parents’ meetings continue with one for Confirmation Class families. Light breakfast will be 
provided. This is a great opportunity for parents to share thoughts and issues of concern to them, especially 
life for you and your student after Confirmation!  

Youth Education Committee: February 19, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Everyone is welcome at all YEC meetings, whether it’s your first meeting or you’ve been coming for years. 
Want to get more involved in your child’s Jewish education and in Kol Hadash?  Already helped at one or 
more school events last year? Just want to meet other parents and get a heads up on what’s coming up in 
Sunday School? Come to the meeting! For more information, contact YEC Chair Karen Jackson 
(YEC@KolHadash.com). 

Confirmation Class Field Trip to the Buddhist Temple, Evanston: February 26, 9:15 AM–1:00 PM 
David Hirsch’s 9th and 10th graders continue their studies in comparative religion with a visit and meditation 
session at a Buddhist Temple.   Congregations are welcome to join them; contact Dawn Friedman for more 
information. 
 

Family Home Shabbat Dinners . . . New Dates for 2017! 
We’re restarting family Shabbat dinners in members homes this month—this is a great way to celebrate 
Shabbat together, for kids and parents!  Dinners begin at 6:00 in a member’s home; everyone brings a pot-
luck dish to share. The host will coordinate dishes and quantities based on who can come. Certain dates are 
geared toward older or younger children so kids can socialize with their peers, but each dinner is open to 
all.  For more info, contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com) or the host below. 
 
Friday, February 17 
Sandra & Gio Aristodemo, Long 
Grove 
Co-hosted by Karen & Chris 
Jackson 
For families with children in 
6th grade & up; younger 
siblings welcome 
RSVP by February 13: 
karenejackson@outlook.com 

Friday, March 31 
Leah Sosewitz & Helga 
Gruenbauer, Highland Park 
For families with children in 
6th grade & up; younger 
siblings welcome 
RSVP by March 27: 
leah@judaicartstudio.com 
 

Friday, April 28 
Ilana & Marty Shaffer, 
Deerfield 
For families with children in 
K-5th grade; younger & older 
siblings welcome 
RSVP by April 24: 
shafferilana@gmail.com

  

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food 

Restrictions 
Please note that food brought 
to Sunday School may not 
contain any peanuts, tree nuts 
(including almonds), or sesame 
seeds, due to severe allergies 
among our students. This 
includes snacks or lunches 
brought to Sunday School and 
Hebrew School, as well as any 
foods brought to meetings or 
events at DHS. We cannot allow 
snacks from home due to other 
student allergies. Thank you 
for your cooperation! 
 



	

www.KolHadash.com	

 
 

2016-2017 Adult Education with Rabbi Chalom 
 

Humanistic Judaism: 
Philosophy & INTELLECTUAL History 

	

Rabbi	Chalom’s	newly	organized	Adult	Education	course	covers	Humanistic	Judaism:	Philosophy	
(September-January)	and	Intellectual	History	(February-May).	This	course	is	free	of	charge	and	
open	to	all.	Members	are	welcome	to	drop	in	on	any	session	.	.	.	attend	as	many	(or	as	few)	classes	
as	you	wish!	All classes meet 7:30-8:30 PM at the North Shore Unitarian Church. 
	

Questions?	Contact	Rabbi	Chalom	(rabbi@KolHadash.com,	847-383-5184)	
All	are	welcome!	

	

Remaining 2016-17 Classes 
February 7 Yiddishists 
February 21 Zionists 
March 7 Great Thinkers 
March 14 Contemporary  
April 4 Conclusions 
April 18 Jewish Pluralism 
May 2 Israel 
May 9 Jewish Peoplehood 
May 16 The Future: Optimism or 

Pessimism? 

There	 have	 been	 secular	 and	 cultural	
Jews	 for	 two	 centuries;	 what	 makes	
Humanistic	 Judaism	 unique	 is	 our	
conscious	 philosophy	 of	 Humanism	 and	
Judaism.	How	do	we	define	ourselves	by	
what	 we	 do	 (and	 not	 what	 we	 do	 not)	
believe	and	practice?	And	what	are	our	
answers	to	the	most	important	questions	
of	life?	
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In Memoriam 
David J. Steiner • 1965-2016 
With deep sadness, we remember David Steiner, who died in a tragic  
accident on December 26 while traveling in Uganda. David was Kol 
Hadash’s Hebrew School teacher and Hebrew tutor for the last three 
years. In a relatively brief period of time he enriched, educated, 
entertained and inspired our community in 
countless ways. David was also a student of 
the International Institute for Secular 
Humanistic Judaism and was working closely 
with Rabbi Chalom toward becoming a 
Humanistic rabbi. David was a documentary 
filmmaker, a community activist, a peace 

advocate and an educator with a long and distinguished legacy in the Chicago 
Jewish community. Kol Hadash sends our deepest condolences to David’s family, 
including his teenage son Itamar, who is continuing to work as a Hebrew School aide 
with Kol Hadash. Rabbi Chalom’s eulogy for David Steiner, delivered at his funeral 
on January 1, is available online: 
https://hjrabbi.wordpress.com/2017/01/02/darkness-and-light-a-eulogy/  

Zekher Tsadikim L'vrakha 
The memory of good people is a blessing. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HuJews Teen Conclave 
Washington, DC, March 24-26, 2017 

Register by February 4! 
 

Each year the Society for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ) sponsors the national 
HuJews Teen Conclave. This year’s conclave is March 24-26 in Washington, DC. 
Conclave is open to students in 8th grade and higher; there is also a track for 
college students. Kol Hadash teens have attended Conclave throughout the U.S. 
for many years…it is an experience not to be missed! The registration deadline is 
February 4. 
• Register online at: http://tinyurl.com/hn4fqwz  
• For required consent forms for participants and agreements for chaperones 

as well as the scholarship application, visit: http://tinyurl.com/jzs6ocs.  
• All consent and agreement forms should be sent to info@shj.org by March 1, 

2017. 
• Please also email Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com) if your child 

is attending this year’s Conclave so we can coordinate group travel. 
• Other questions? Contact Kate Forest (katehujews@gmail.com).   
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Finance Committee Report 
by Mike Lippitz (treasurer@KolHadash.com) 
Dear Fellow Kol Hadashians:   
We’re halfway through the 
congregational fiscal year 
(believe it or not!). The table 
to the right summarizes 
current-year income and 
expenses (middle column) 
relative to last year (rightmost 

column) and to our budget (highlighted column at left). 
Our dues income is up by about $10,000, and we earned 
more from High Holidays ticket sales. Sunday School 
enrollment unfortunately did not meet our 
expectations, but the Youth Education Committee also 
implemented significant cuts in expenses. So, overall, 
Kol Hadash is about $19,000 ahead of where we were 
last year and close to our budget estimates in most 
areas.    
   Because we collect most of our income at the 
beginning of the year, we start with a large surplus that 
is gradually spent down. For the remainder of the fiscal 
year, in order to achieve a balanced budget, we depend 
on donations. In the December Shofar, we described the new Friedman Family Fund and encouraged 
members to consider creating a named fund that your friends and family could donate to in your honor.  
   Another new fundraising approach we’re testing this year is small-scale sponsorships of events throughout 
the year, such as the Progressive Dinner and Hanukkah Party. You may have noticed a new drop-down box 
when registering for those events online. The formal guidance on sponsorships adopted by the Steering 
Committee appears below this article. 
   Also, PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 4TH FOR A DINNER/CONCERT with the Maxwell 
Street Klezmer Band that will be our end-of-the-year FUNdraising event—with the emphasis on FUN—reprising 
the band’s well-received concert at Sunday School last year. This will be a “family friendly” event, and you’ll 
be encouraged to invite guests as well. 
   Thank you for considering these and other ways of supporting Kol Hadash. As always, I’m happy to speak 
with you about our finances or any other topics that interest you. Write to me at treasurer@kolhadash.com 
or reach out to any my fellow Finance Committee members (Bill Brook, Ken Burk, Larry Dworsky, Leora 
Hatchwell, Alan Klein, Ron Schwartz and Ilya Talman).  
 
 
KOL HADASH GUIDANCE ON SPONSORSHIPS 
Overview 
KH has sustained itself thanks to the generosity of a small number of 
large donors.  We wish to broaden the number of donors by creating 
smaller-scale sponsorship opportunities for KH events.  
Goals 
• Increase overall KH income 
• Encourage the efforts of the hard-working volunteers who make 

KH events happen 
• Create vehicles for members who are motivated to support 

specific KH activities 
Pricing 
The Steering Committee endorsed a policy of setting event prices at a 
level that aims to raise approximately 50% more than projected costs.  
E.g., if the per-person cost of an event is $40, KH would charge $60. 
This pricing target may be reduced if it is believed that the target price 
will inhibit broad membership and guest participation.   
 

 

 

Sponsorships 
Donors may underwrite direct KH costs, such as Rosh Hashanah 
onegs and the choir. KH solicits donations from members for these 
activities and encourages creation of and donations to designated 
funds, such as the Weiss Choir Fund.  For activities that are designed 
to be self-funding, such as Progressive Dinner, theater outings, 
Hanukkah party and the Seder, we wish to solicit small donations.  
We also wish to create new types of donation opportunities, such as 
having a small-group meal with a guest speaker. 
In doing so, we do not wish non-donating members to feel any sense 
of exclusion. A registration structure such as the following is a 
suggested approach: 

[EVENT] ticket:  $xx 
Optional additional support (tax deductible) 
ü Contribution to offset [EVENT] expenses: $yy 
ü Thank the event organizers for their hard work: $zz 
ü I cannot attend but wish to co-sponsor [EVENT] with a fully-

deductible donation: $qq
  

2016/17	
Budget

7/1/2016-
12/31/2016

7/1/2015-
12/31/2015

INCOME
Net	Dues 						195,500	 							192,300	 					182,600	
Donations	 								70,000	 									31,600	 								32,300	

High	Holiday	Tickets 								13,000	 									12,200	 										8,900	
Youth	Ed	Fees/Grants 								37,295	 									30,300	 								35,600	

Adult	Programs 											3,000	 											1,000	 												(300)
TOTAL	INCOME 						318,795	 							267,400	 					259,100	

EXPENSES
Services,	Pastoral	
(Rabbi,	Music,	church	rent) 						141,092	 									75,400	 								78,100	

Youth	Ed	Expenses 								92,791	 									34,700	 								42,500	
Admin	&	Business	Ops. 								66,166	 									42,700	 								42,600	

Payroll	Taxes 											6,923	 											3,500	 										3,900	
Soc.	Hum.	Judaism	(SHJ) 								10,000	 											9,800	 								10,000	

TOTAL	EXPENSES 						316,972	 							166,100	 					177,100	

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 1,823										 							101,300	 								82,000	



	
	
	

www.KolHadash.com 

 
 

  Exp lor ing Jewish books with Rabbi Chalom 
 

Tevye the Dairyman and 
the Railroad Stories 
by Sholem Aleichem 

 
Wednesday, February 15 

7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 

 
Rabbi Chalom’s Sefer Circle is a 

bimonthly book discussion. Sefer is 
Hebrew for book. 

 
When you hear the name “Tevye,” do you 
immediately start humming “If I Were a 
Rich Man?” True, Tevye, the protagonist 
of Fiddler on the Roof, has become one of 
the most well-known characters of 
musical theatre and film. But years 
before he took his first bow on Broadway, 
Tevye was the central character in a 
series of popular stories by Sholem 
Aleichem, the leading Yiddish writer of 
the 19th and 20th centuries. A native of 
Russia, Aleichem used his personal experience among 
shtetl (small village) dwellers to inform much of his writing,  
including the Tevye stories.  
 
A poor milkman, Tevye is an everyman who struggles to make ends meet while ruminating 
about his life with a bitter wit. Translator Hillel Halkin writes: “Tevye's self-mocking but 
deeply affecting monologues … satisfy on several levels: as a psychological analysis of a 
father's love for his daughters, despite the disappointments they bring him; as a paradigm of 
the tribulations and resilience of Russian Jewry and the disintegration of shtetl life at the 
twilight of the Czarist Empire; and as a Job-like theological debate with God.” Many of the 
characters and situations in the Tevye stories will be familiar to those who have seen Fiddler 
on the Roof, but the original stories are imbued with Aleichem’s biting, absurd humor and a 
deep, first-hand awareness of the tragic life of shtetl Jews. 
 

 
Sefer Circle discussions are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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Meet Lisa & Jon Landsman 
It all started a few years ago with some persistent shoulder-tapping. 
Lisa and Jon Landsman were guests at the Bar Mitzvah of Ethan Saks, 
the son of Kol Hadash members Mimi and Brad Saks. As the Bar Mitzvah 
went on, Lisa kept tapping Jon on the shoulder, telling him how 
perfect this type of Judaism would be for their son, Grayson. At the 
time, Grayson, who is a “science guy,” was questioning much of what 
he was learning about religion in Sunday School at a Reconstructionist 
congregation. While Lisa and Jon both felt connected to Jewish 
culture, history and traditions, Jon was similarly questioning some of 
the religious aspects of Judaism.   

Immediately after the service, they spoke with our education 
director, Dawn Friedman, who subsequently visited them at their home 
and had a two-hour conversation with Grayson. At that point, the 
Landsmans knew they had found their Jewish home.   

Lisa was raised in Clearwater, Florida, although her family was originally from the Chicago area. She came 
north to study advertising at Michigan State University with the intent of settling in Chicago. Jon was raised 
in Deerfield and went to American University in Washington, D.C. They met on the floor of the Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange, where they were both working. At first they were just good friends (and confidants 
about each other’s dating lives), but after about a year they started dating each other, and they were 
married in 1999.   

Lisa currently works for Google, leading a sales team that focuses on getting restaurants to advertise on 
YouTube and buy search ads. Jon is a certified sommelier and wine consultant who helps organize high-worth 
personal wine cellars. 

Since joining three years ago, Lisa and Jon have come to enjoy “the relaxed, approachable atmosphere at 
Kol Hadash” and appreciate that “there can be many different viewpoints without any judgments.”  Last 
April, they were thrilled to be on the bima (stage) at Kol Hadash instead of in the audience, celebrating  
Grayson’s Bar Mitzvah! 

Lisa and Jon love to travel and describe themselves as “real foodies.”  They live in Northbrook with their 
children, Grayson (now in 8th grade) and Tate (4th grade).  

Three things that few people at Kol Hadash know about Lisa and Jon: 
1. Jon has run 15 marathons including five of the six majors — Chicago, Berlin, New York, Boston and 

Tokyo. He hopes to finish off the set in London in the next few years. 
2. Lisa had a tremendous fear of flying for most of her life and now flies 100k miles a year. 
3. They spent their first anniversary hiking the Inca Trail to Macchu Picchu. 

  
 

Community Service Corner 
Food Collections 
When we eat together, we remember others who do not have enough to eat. We invite our members to 
please bring non-perishable foods and household items to be donated to a local food pantry at the following 
upcoming Kol Hadash events: 

Saturday, February 4, 5:30 PM 
Havdalah Pot-Luck Dinner at the North Shore Unitarian Church 

Sunday, February 12, 10:30 AM 
Tu B’Shevat Seder at Deerfield High School 
 

Refugee Support 
Kol Hadash is beginning to organize a relief effort to assist refugees resettling in Chicago through the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) Chicago’s Refugee Assistance program. If you’re interested in working on this 
project, please contact communityservice@KolHadash.com. For more information on the HIAS program, visit 
http://hiaschicago.org/refugee-assistance/  
  

M e e t  K o l  H a da s h !  
 



 
 

 
 
	

	
 

Tu B’Shevat Storytimes for Young Children 
	

	
Tu	B’Shevat	is	an	early	harbinger	of	spring	—	a	Jewish	holiday	
to	celebrate	nature	and	raise	environmental	awareness.	Learn	
about	Tu	B’Shevat	with	stories,	songs,	and	activities	especially	
for	children	ages	0-2	with	a	parent	or	caregiver	(older	children	
welcome).	 Rabbi	 Adam	Chalom	 and	 Education	Director	 Dawn	
Friedman	 of	 Kol	 Hadash	 Humanistic	 Congregation	 lead	 these	
storytime	sessions.		
	

Get	to	know	other	families	in	your	community!	
Information	about	the	holiday	of	Tu	B’Shevat	will	be	provided.	
	

Sunday,	February	5	
2:30-3:00	PM	•	Deerfield	Barnes	&	Noble,	726	Waukegan	Road	

	
Wednesday,	February	8	

10:30-11:00	AM	•	The	Book	Bin,	1151	Church	Street,	Northbrook	
	

	
Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	is	a	welcoming,	thinking	community	of	Humanists	who	celebrate	Jewish	traditions	
together	with	open	minds	and	hearts.	Interfaith/intercultural	and	LGBT	families	are	very	welcome.	Register	for	these	
programs	here:	http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/jewishholidays101.aspx	
	
To	see	the	full	schedule	of	classes	offered	by	jBaby	partner	organizations	follow	this	link:	
http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx. 
	

Questions?	Contact	info@KolHadash.com	
	
	

	
	
	
	

 

This	 program	 is	made	 possible	 by	 a	 grant	 from	
jBaby	 Chicago,	 a	 program	 of	 the	 Jewish	
Federation	of	Metropolitan	Chicago. 
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 
Theatre Club to See The Book of Joseph March 4 
The KH Theatre Club is going to see the new play The 
Book of Joseph at the Chicago Shakespeare Theatre on 
Saturday, March 4, 8:00 PM. Discounted tickets ($49) may 
still be available. If you’re interested in joining us, email 
Mark Friedman (theatre@KolHadash.com). 

Book Club Selects Let’s Pretend This Never Happened 
The Kol Hadash Book Club’s next selection is Let’s 
Pretend This Never Happened (A Mostly True Memoir) by 
Jenny Lawson. We’ll discuss this book at our next 
meeting on March 15, 7:30 PM. All are welcome! 
Questions? Contact Stacey Max 
(bookclub@KolHadash.com).  

KH Connections Update 
In the KH Connections guide distributed last month we 
let you know that our member William Brinkman 
maintains the blog “The Bolingbrook Babbler.” Please 
note the new location of his blog: 
freethoughtblogs.com/babbler 

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting an Oneg Shabbat is an easy way to help out and 
get involved in Kol Hadash. The July 14 & 28 onegs are 
available; you can also partner with a member who has 
already signed up to host an earlier oneg. Contact David 
Hirsch (oneg@KolHadash.com) if you are interested. 

Thank You! 
• To Susan & Roger Addelson for hosting the Oneg at 

our January 6 Shabbat service. 
• To the Grade 2-3 families for hosting the Oneg at 

the January 20 class Shabbat service. 

Family News and Announcements 
• Mazel tov to Lori & Scott Gerberding on the birth of 

their new granddaughter, Elenor Reese Gerberding, 
daugther of Michael and Stephanie Gerberding. 

 
 

Here’s a new way to support Kol Hadash…whenever 
you purchase anything at Amazon.com! Amazon 
Smile has the same product listings at the same 
prices as ordinary Amazon.com, except that 0.5% of 
Amazon Smile purchases are donated to your 
designated charity. Please consider shopping at 
Amazon Smile and designating Kol Hadash: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-4454948 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the February 10 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Joseph Aaron Joan Berger 
Steven Croft Rita Duskin 
Alfred Eichner Harry Goldman 
Allen Goldstein Ann Jerris 
Helen Kass Nina Kroft 
Louis Lason Terry Lason 
Samuel Mayer Norman Mesirow 
Jerome Miller Milton Miller 
Eve Niport Moshek Biniamin Podrobnik 
June Rothstein Lena Miller Simon 
Bertha Sonshine George White  

This Month’s Birthdays 
Paul Earle  February 1 
Skylar Max  February 1 
Marcy Schumacker  February 4 
Aileen Seeley  February 5 
Jeremy Gibson  February 8 
David Harris  February 9 
Larry Dworsky  February 12 
Ben Simon  February 12 
Mark Friedlander  February 16 
Eli Yavitz  February 16 
Susan Wauldron Jerris February 21 
Isaac Gibson  February 22 
Zak Carlin  February 25 
Isabel Perlin  February 25 
Roger Addelson  February 28 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Leora Hatchwell & Tom McCune February 23 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch   February 25 
 
 

  

 
 
March 3 4th/5th Grades Shabbat Service 
March 4 Theatre Club: Book of Joseph 
March 10 Adult Purim Shabbat 
March 12 Purim Carnival 
March 15 Book Club 
March 17 6th Grade Shabbat Service 
March 24-26 HuJews Conclave, Washington, DC 
March 26-Apr 2 Sunday School Spring Break 
April 1 Winers 
April 9 Sunday School Passover Seder 
April 11 Community Passover Seder 
April 15 Bar MItzvah of Sam Sandler 
May 6 Bonfire Singalong & Pot Luck Dinner 
May 12 Confirmation 
June 4 KH Dinner @ Bella Via Restaurant & 

Maxwell Street Klezmer Band! 

Celebrate & Remember with Kol 
Hadash 

A contribution to Kol Hadash is a 
meaningful way to express your 
wishes of sympathy, joy, congrats or 
mazel tov for your Kol Hadash family 
and friends' life events. 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Annual Appeal End-of-calendar-year donations to support Kol 
Hadash activities 
Event Sponsorships Funding to support specific Kol Hadash 
events 
Friedman Family Fund Restricted fund for bringing in external 
speakers and performers 
General Fund General support for Kol Hadash operations & activities 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Funds available to the rabbi to 
allocate for charitable purposes 
Tzedakah Fund Supports organized charitable activities in the 
name of Kol Hadash 
Weiss Choir Fund Supports the High Holidays Choir; established 
by Kol Hadash founding members James & Minerva Weiss 
Yom Kippur Memorial Remembrance donations during the High 
Holidays

Youth Group Fund Supports special activities for Kol Hadash teens 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its gratitude 
to the following individuals, whose donations were received as of the middle of last month. 

 

Sarah & Gerald Beatty, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of David Steiner 

Myrna & Garrett Cohn, to the Friedman Family Fund 

Dawn & Mark Friedman, to the Youth Group Fund, in memory of David Steiner 

Irene Chase & Jeremy Gibson, to the General Fund 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, in memory of David Steiner 

Glynis & David Hirsch, in memory of David Steiner 

Patricia Butler & Ron Kirschner, to the General Fund 

Stacey & Ethan Max, in memory of David Steiner 

Lynn & Elliot Miller, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, in memory of David Steiner 

Margaret Wittlinger & Ross Shepard, to the General Fund 

Myron Wolens, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in memory of Lois Wolens 

 

Annual Appeal 
We thank the following members for their donations to the Kol Hadash Annual Appeal 

Anonymous 
Marsha & Rick Bolnick 
AJ & Adam Chalom 
Irene & Allan Dorfman 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen 
Glynis & David Hirsch 

Karen & Chris Jackson 
Richard Katz 
Nina & Michael Lipkin 
Margie Marcus 
Louise Neidorf 
Lita Passen 
Judith Perlman 

Mimi & Brad Saks 
Sheila & Ronald Sebor 
Michele & Joel Shoolin 
Merle & James Styer 
Laurie & Michael White

 

 

 

Kol Hadash Sponsorships 
We thank the following members for their generous support of Kol Hadash programs. 

Progressive Dinner Sponsors 
Joyce & William Goldman 
Rhonda & Robert Hart 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz 
Lynn & Elliot Miller 
Sue & Ilya Talman 
Laurie & Michael White 

Hanukkah Celebration Sponsors 
Laura & Ken Burk 
Fay Eisenberg 
Ami & Dan Polonsky 
 
Chris Johnson Speaking Appearance Sponsors 
The Friedman Family Fund 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz 
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Celebrate and Commemorate Through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation 
to Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 
in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 

 
Choose from the following tribute funds: 

Y Kol Hadash General Fund — General support for Kol Hadash operations and activities 
Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — Supports organized charitable activities in the name of Kol Hadash 
Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — Supports special activities for Kol Hadash teens 
Y Friedman Family Fund — Restricted fund for bringing in external speakers and performers 
Y Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  — Funds available to the rabbi to allocate for charitable purposes 
Y Weiss Choir Fund — Supports the High Holidays Choir; established by Kol Hadash founding members James & Minerva Weiss 
 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  



February 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 
Steering Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 
 
 
 

3 
 

4 
 

All-Congregation 
Havdalah Dinner & 

Service 
5:30 PM @ Unitarian 

Church 

5 

Sunday School with PreK, 
9th/10th Grade Parents Mtg., 
9:30 

K/1 Shabbat Service, 11:00 

Staff Mtg, Youth Group, 
Hebrew/Mitzvah Classes, 
11:30 

Tu B’Shevat Storytime,@ DF 
Barnes & Noble, 2:30 PM 

6 

 

7 
Adult Ed, Yiddishists, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

8 
Tu B’Shevat Storytime, 10:30 AM 
@ The Book Bin, Northbrook 
 
Strategic Planning Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH Office 

9 
 

10 
Tu B’Shevat Adult 
Shabbat Service, 7:30 
PM @ Unitarian Church 

11 
 

12 
Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30 

Tu B’Shevat Seder, 10:30 

Youth Group, Hebrew/ 
Mitzvah Classes, 11:30 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Sefer Circle, Tevye the 
Milkman and the Railroad 
Stories, 7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

16 

 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Sunday School, YEC Mtg.,  
9:30 

Youth Group, 11:10 

Hebrew/Mitzvah Classes, 
11:30 
 

20 
 

21 
Adult Ed, Zionists, 7:30 
PM @ Unitarian Church 

22 

Development Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

23 
 

24 
Shabbat Service & 
Movie Club: A Better 
Life Film Screening & 
Discussion, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church  

25 

26 
Conf. Field Trip, 9:15-1:00 

Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30 

Hebrew/Mitzvah Classes, 
11:30 

27 28 
Adult Ed, Haskalah, 7:30 
PM @ Unitarian Church 

    

  
175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



March 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 
Steering Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 
 
 
 

3 
4th/5th Grade Shabbat 
Service, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

4 
Purim Storytime, 2:30 
PM @ The Book Bin 
 
Theatre Club: The Book 
of Joseph, 8:00 PM @ 
Chicago Shakespeare 

5 

Sunday School; Adult Ed 
“Bridging Differences,” 9:30 

Youth Group, 11:10 

Staff Mtg., Hebrew/Mitzvah 
Classes, 11:30 

6 

 

7 
Adult Ed, Great 
Thinkers, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

8 
Purim Storytime, 10:30 AM @ 
Deerfield Barnes & Noble 
 
 

9 
 

10 
Adult Purim Shabbat 
Service, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

11 
 

12 
EARLY Hebrew/Mitzvah 
Classes, 9:00 

Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30 

PurIm 
Service & Carnival 

10:30 AM 

13 

 

14 
Adult Ed, Contemporary, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

15 
Book Club, Let’s Pretend This 
Never Happened,7:30 PM @ 
KH Office 

16 

 

17 
6th Grade Shabbat 
Service, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

18 
 

19 
Sunday School, YEC Mtg.,  
9:30 

Hebrew/Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 

 

23 
 

24 
HuJews Teen Conclave 
in Washington, DC 

25 
HuJews Teen Conclave 
in Washington, DC 

26 
HuJews Teen Conclave in 
Washington, DC  
 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SPRING BREAK 
 

27 28 
 

29 30 31  

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 


