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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
Why Jewish Culture Matters 

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

When some people hear “cultural Judaism” or “cultural Jews,” they 
think of bagels and lox and that’s about it. The truth is that a 
connection with Jewish culture can be much deeper and richer, and 
often more meaningful, than a food choice or, for that matter, a 
tenuous religiosity. 

Early this summer I was reflecting on the role of Jewish culture in 
our present lives in advance of our June event featuring a performance 
by the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band. Klezmer is a particular style of 
Jewish music that began in Eastern Europe. The word klezmer comes 
from two Hebrew terms, kley [tools/vessels] and zemer [melody], but as 
is often the case when phrases migrated from Hebrew to 
Yiddish, klezmer means much more than “instruments.” Its particular 

combination of wailing and exuberance, energy and pathos, many instruments playing at once is sometimes 
seen as emblematic of the Jewish condition: suffering and celebration, with many voices and experiences 
jumbled together. 

Earlier examples of secular Jewish identities were often rooted in Jewish culture. Yiddish theater in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries was both initiated by and served secularized Jews who wanted to express 
their cultural Jewish identity beyond the synagogue through music, acting, and dancing. This creativity also 
expressed their philosophical and political commitments to social justice and human welfare in this life. The 
Jewish labor union movement, Yiddishist social and educational organizations, even the labor Zionism 
Farband (which emphasized both Yiddish and Hebrew), all found a voice in Jewish cultural creativity, which 
also served to bind the organizations’ members together — if you sing and dance together, you can work and 
march and live together too. 

The revival of Klezmer music in America in the last generation has many origins: a reconnection with the 
culture of “the old country” that parents and grandparents were leaving behind; the rise of multiculturalism; 
musicians seeks a bridge between Jazz and their Jewish roots; Jewish integration into American society, 
which left many exploring how to live the secular lifestyle they enjoyed while feeling the pleasure and power 
of Jewish heritage. For Secular and Humanistic Jews in particular, Klezmer emphasizes what we share with 
other Jews regardless of ideology or denomination, and it access the spirit, joy and energy of our people and 
shared ancestors, captured through song and dance. Klezmer also demonstrates that Jewish life is wider than 
studying Torah or observing commandments, more than re-enacting tradition; our Judaism is also creating 
anew with the same instruments, with our own voices and initiative. 

Klezmer is not just Jewish music; Klezmer is human music in a Jewish key. It has influenced American 
music and culture, just as it was influenced by the American setting. That Jewish experience of suffering and 
celebration also defines the human condition, and just about every band plays some Jewish musical 
touchstones like Hava Nagila, from oompah to mariachi. Our Jewish culture is a particular expression of what 
it means to be human, and finding pleasure and meaning in our particular roots is particularly human. 

If we know where we come from, who can tell where we may go? 
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View from the Chair  
by Steering Committee Chair Susan Addelson (scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 

Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
When I told my friends I was going 
to be the new chair of the Kol 
Hadash Steering Committee, I got 
a range of reactions. My non-Kol 
Hadash friends asked, with 
concern, if there was any way I 
could still back out. My Kol Hadash 
friends gave me a wholehearted 
“Thank you.” And my husband 
Roger told me I’ll be the best 
chair ever. (High praise from a 
former chair.) 

Well, I’m pretty sure I won’t 
back out, nor will I be the best 
chair ever; but with the fantastic 

group of people serving on the Steering Committee with me, I have high 
hopes we can live up to the thank yous.   

One of my responsibilities is to chair our monthly Steering Committee 
meetings. I plan to use this column in the Shofar to share highlights from 
those meetings, but please know you are always welcome to attend in 
person. Meetings are held the first Thursday of every month.  

In our July meeting, we brainstormed ways to “fill the seats” at High 
Holidays, and, tied to that, how to use our new membership model as a 
recruiting tool. Some of the ideas we came up with include: 

• Communicate that last-minute attendees, congregants and guests 
are always welcome.  

• Promote our babysitting service for both Adult Morning Services, 
which will include a fun meaningful activity for the kids — for 
example, making new years cards. 

• Create flyers, email messages and Facebook posts that make it 
easy for members to tell others about our philosophy, our 
services, our new membership model. 

• Remind people to like, comment and share Kol Hadash Facebook 
posts. 

• List our High Holiday services on community calendars, such as 
Patch, Chicago Parent and Herald. 

• Encourage members to bring friends and family to our Family 
Services. 

• Use our new membership model to encourage past members to 
rejoin; and to invite those on our mailings lists to try us out. 
(These letters have already been written and ready to be mailed.) 

Quite simply, our members are our best ambassadors. Word of mouth 
is our best marketing tool.  

I’ve served on the Steering Committee, as well as various other 
committees, since we formed Kol Hadash in 2001. The adage, “The more 
you put into something, the more you get out of it,” has proven true — as 
it always does. Undoubtedly my greatest payback is the friendships I’ve 
made — my growing and diverse and loving Kol Hadash family. 

If we haven’t met, I look forward to meeting you at a Kol Hadash 
activity this year. If we are already friends, I look forward to sharing 
more great Kol Hadash moments with you.  

 
Looking forward to seeing you soon, 
 
Sue 
 
 
  

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Susan Addelson, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Mike Lippitz, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Ilya Talman, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Marla Davishoff, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Lynn Miller, communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Ilya Talman, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Sheila Sebor, membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Ilana Shaffer, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to all 
members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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Late July/August Events at Kol Hadash 
Shabbat Service: How to Balance Religion and Government 
Friday, July 28, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
What role should one’s personal beliefs and values play in politics and governmental decisions? It is naïve to 
assume that one can hermetically seal off emotional and philosophical beliefs from reasoned evaluation of 
evidence and policy choices. If our values are allowed and even encouraged to affect our decisions, how do 
we find the balance between living our values and imposing them on others? 
 
Ravinia Night: Haydn’s Creation 
Tuesday, August 8, 6:30 Dinner, 8:00 Concert • Ravinia Festival Lawn 
Join Kol Hadash friends for an evening of beautiful music by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. Purchase your 
own Lawn tickets, meet up with the group, and bring a dessert to share. See the enclosed flyer for more 
details and RSVP info.  
  
Shabbat Service: Interfaithless Dialogue 
Friday, August 11, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
In an era that demands interfaith conversations, what role can or should secular people play in the process? 
We do not agree that all people believe in the same god with different vocabulary and interpretation, and we 
insist that ethics and good citizenship do not depend on theology. As the American non-religious population 
grows (both among Jews and in the general population), how should we approach talking to our non-religious 
neighbors? 
 
Theatre Club: Moby Dick 
Sunday, August 13, 2:00 PM • Lookingglass Theatre, Chicago 
Join the KH Theatre Club as we see another amazing visual and dramatic production by the inventive 
Lookingglass Theatre in Chicago. Discounted group tickets are available for $60, but availability is limited. 
Contact theatre@KolHadash.com today if you are interested. 
  
Shabbat Service: The New Jewish Landscape 
Friday, August 25, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
As has always been the case, being Jewish today is very different than it was a generation ago. Synagogue 
membership is now a minority experience. A majority of weddings involving Jews are to partners of other 
ethnic or religious heritage, and many don’t get married or have children at all. The role of rabbis, 
congregations, and Jewish communal organizations are transforming. How can we best ride the wave without 
drowning? August yahrtzeit names will be read at this service. 
 
Sunday School Welcome-Back Picnic 
Sunday, August 27, 4:00-6:00 PM • Mitchell Park (Hazel & Wilmot Roads), Deerfield 
Returning Kol Hadash families as well as new and prospective families are invited to our annual Welcome-
Back Picnic. Stop by Mitchell Park (we’ll be under the tent near the playground) any time between 4:00 & 
6:00 PM. Rabbi Adam Chalom & Education Director Dawn Friedman will be there to answer any questions 
about our education programs, as will many Sunday School teachers. Pizza dinner will be provided; families 
bring desserts to share. (Please note: due to severe allergies, foods may not contain peanuts, tree nuts, or 
sesame seeds. Also, we ask you to not bring dogs to the picnic.) RSVP to Dawn Friedman, 
education@KolHadash.com or 847-997-8931, by August 25. 
 
 

Community Service Corner 
Questions? Contact Lynn Miller (communityservice@KolHadash.com) 
 

Thanks to our PADs Volunteers! 
Many thanks to the KH members who volunteered at the PADS location at Kingswood United Methodist Church 
in Buffalo Grove on July 18! Our volunteers donated food and served dinner to the residents. To find out 
more about community service activities at Kol Hadash, contact Lynn Miller 
(communityservice@KolHadash.com). 
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

It’s mid-July as I’m writing this column, hot and humid, and hard to 
believe I’m thinking about fall. But the Kol Hadash teachers and I are 
already planning for the coming school year. We’ve adjusted our school 
calendar this year: the first day of classes is Sunday, September 17, and 
the last day of classes is May 6. We hope that an earlier ending date will 
be easier for families with busy spring schedules filled with recitals, 
sports tournaments, and graduations.  
   Our annual school welcome-back picnic is Sunday, August 27, at 
Mitchell Park in Deerfield; note the location change this year — details 
are on the enclosed flyer. Mitchell has a playground and a pool (fees 
apply), so make a day of it! I hope that all families will attend the 
picnic, a perfect opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and other 
families, and for them to meet you! And please invite friends and family 
who might be interested in learning more about Kol Hadash and our 

school.  
   We are also planning an all-ages community service event on September 10; watch your weekly email for 
details. 
   Feel free to call or email me if you have questions about the coming year. Membership and school 
registration is available online; we do appreciate your registering students as soon as possible to ensure a 
smooth first day of classes.  School forms also give you a chance to indicate your volunteer preferences, and 
we need you!  Meanwhile, enjoy the rest of your summer! 
 
L’Hitraot (see you soon)! 
Dawn Friedman, Youth Education Director 
 

2017-18 Sunday School Key Dates 
 

September 10 
Family Community Service Day (details coming 
soon!) 
 
September 17 
First Day of Sunday School & Mitzvah Classes 
 
September 21 
Rosh Hashana Children’s Service 
 
September 24 
First Youth Education Committee Meeting 
High Holidays for Tots 
 
September 30 
Yom Kippur Family Service 
 
October 8 
Sukkot Celebration, Pot Luck Dinner 
(No Sunday School) 
 
October 29 
Kol Hadash Choir Concert at Sunday School 
 
November 26 
No School (Thanksgiving) 
 
December 10 
Hanukkah Celebration 
 
December 17, 24, 31 
No School (Winter Break) 
 
January 19 
2nd/3rd Grade Shabbat Service 
 

January 28 
Tu B’Shevat Seder 
 
February 11 
Taste of Kol Hadash 
 
March 2 
4th/5th Grade Shabbat Service 
 
March 4 
Purim Carnival 
 
March 16 
6th Grade Shabbat Service 
 
March 23-25 
HuJews Teen Conclave, Philadelphia 
 
March 25 
School Passover Seder 
 
April 1, 8 
No School (Spring Break) 
 
April 20 
7th/8th Grade Shabbat Service 
 
April 29 
Grandparents’ Day; Day of Action 
 
May 6 
Final Day of School 
 
May 11 
Confirmation Shabbat Service



 

 

        
 

2017/5778 High Holidays Schedule 
North Shore Unitarian Church, 2100 Half Day Road, Deerfield, IL 

  

Rosh Hashana 
Evening Service: Wednesday, September 20, 7:30 PM 

Day Service: Thursday, September 21, 10:00 AM 
Family Service: Thursday, September 21, 1:00 PM 

 

High Holidays for Tots 
(for children ages 0-5) 

Sunday, September 24, 10:30 AM 
High Holidays for Tots will be held at Deerfield High School. 

All other High Holidays programming will be at the North Shore Unitarian Church in Deerfield 
 

Yom Kippur 
Evening Service (Kol Nidre): Friday, September 29, 7:30 PM 

Day Service: Saturday, September 30, 10:00 AM 
Family Service: Saturday, September 30, 1:00 PM 

Memorial & Concluding Services: Saturday, September 30, 3:30 PM 
 
 

High Holiday Admission Policies 
• Advance reservations are required for all members and guests for Adult Services. 
• Each guest admission is $60 per service or $160 for all four adult services. 
• Family and Concluding Services are free and do not require reservations. 
• Adult services are appropriate for children entering 6th grade and older. 
• Family Services are appropriate for children age 4 and older. 
• Free childcare is available for children age 4 and older (with advance reservation) during 

Memorial and Morning Services. Contact Dawn Friedman at (847) 997-8931 or 
education@KolHadash.com. 

   
     

Questions? Contact 847-383-5184 or e-mail info@KolHadash.com 

 



2017 - High Holidays - 5778 
Forbidden Phrases for the New Year 

We believe in freedom of speech and thought, and we believe in taking responsibility for what we say and do. 
Sometimes these two values require choosing our words carefully, since words create reality: “‘Let there be 
light!’ And there was light.” If we reject words, let it be for good cause. 

“Post-Truth” 
Rosh Hashana Evening                              September 20, 2017   7:30 PM 
We must find a balance between individual perspective and objective reality. There are times it is appropriate to 
say, “I don’t know” or “I think,” and there are also times to say, “I DO know.” Human reason is limited — and 
partial, and collaborative — and it is also a powerful tool for discovering human truth. 
 

“Judaism Says” 
Rosh Hashana Morning                              September 21, 2017   10:00 AM 
Can a tradition of 3,000 years speak with one voice? Too often, we want our identity to fully endorse our personal 
beliefs and behavior. Just as we cannot claim that all Jews were always secular, others cannot claim Jews were 
always religious and always united by religion. How can we achieve unity without demanding uniformity? 
 

“Who Cares?” 
Rosh Hashana Family Service            September 21, 2017   1:00 PM 
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel once said, “The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference.” We can always 
make a difference, even if all we do is let people know they are not alone. Choosing to care is only the first step. 
 

“Bad Jew” 
Yom Kippur Evening                                  September 29, 2017   7:30 PM 
We can be crueler to our own family than we are to strangers. It is all too easy to judge others by our own 
arbitrary standards. Do they agree with us? Do they value what we value as much as we value it? Do they live 
their lives the way we live ours? If we can worry more about ourselves than what others do, we might just learn 
there’s more than one way to bake a bagel. 
 

“We’re Number 1!” 
Yom Kippur Morning                                 September 30, 2017   10:00 AM 
Competition has its place, but also its risks. We become blind to our own faults and exaggerate the danger and 
deficiencies of “the other.” We magnify our needs and minimize theirs. We need to seek self-esteem while 
avoiding chauvinism – as individuals, ethnicities and nations. Pride, honesty and humility dance a challenging but 
necessary waltz towards an ethical life. 
 

“My Bad – Again” 
Yom Kippur Family Service                 September 30, 2017   1:00 PM 
There is nothing wrong with making mistakes and apologizing, but that is only the first step. An early Jewish 
teaching suggests, “If someone says, ‘I will do wrong and be sorry, and then do wrong again and be sorry again,’ 
Yom Kippur does not work.” How can we not just fix what we’ve done wrong, but also learn to do better the next 
time? 
 

“It’s All for the Best” 
Yom Kippur Memorial & Concluding       September 30, 2017   3:30 
A traditional Jewish response to hearing of a death is “baruch dayan ha-emet – blessed is the True Judge;” a way 
to claim that this loss, however painful, is all part of the plan. But what if there is no plan? What if our losses, 
whether sudden or gradual, tragic or at the end of a long and loving life, are simply part of the flow of life? We 
still need meaning, but maybe we must find meaning for ourselves. 



 

www.KolHadash.com 

 

Sunday School 
Welcome Back Picnic! 

 
Sunday, August 27 • 4:00–6:00 PM 

Mitchell Park, Deerfield 
(Hazel Avenue & Wilmot Road) 

 
Our annual school kickoff is our family picnic under a tent at Mitchell Park in Deerfield. 
This event is open to all new and prospective families — and of course, all of our 
returning families!  
 
Rabbi Chalom and Dawn Friedman will be there to greet families and answer questions 
about our education programs; many Sunday School teachers will also be on hand.  
 
Families are welcome to come early and swim at Mitchell Pool (fees apply). 

 
We Provide:  Pizza dinner 
 Salad 
 Drinks 
  
You Bring:  A yummy dessert to share (finger food, please) 
 Your whole family! 
 
(Please note: due to severe food allergies, foods served at school events 

cannot contain peanuts, tree nuts, or sesame seeds.) 

 
RSVP to Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) before August 25. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join your Kol Hadash friends for an evening of thrilling music and fun with friends! Bring 
your family’s picnic dinner and a pot-luck dessert to share. Park opens at 5:00; meeting 
place on the Ravinia lawn to be determined. Each family purchases their own Ravinia 
tickets. RSVP to info@KolHadash.com so we’ll know you’re coming! 
 

James Levine Leads Haydn’s Creation 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra • Chicago Symphony Chorus 

 
 
 

	
Joseph	 Haydn	 composed	 his	
massive	oratorio	for	orchestra	and	
vocalists	in	1798	as	a	meditation	on	
the	creation	story	 in	Genesis,	with	
vocal	soloists	taking	on	the	roles	of	
archangels	and	Adam	&	Eve.	More	
than	 two	 centuries	 after	 Haydn	
unveiled	his	masterpiece,	societies	
still	 debate	 the	 myth	 of	 creation	
versus	 the	 scientific	 evidence	 for	
the	origin	of	life	on	Earth.		
	
In	 the	 idyllic	 setting	of	the	Ravinia	
Festival	Lawn,	join	your	Kol	Hadash	
friends	 and	 revisit	 how	 past	
societies	imagined	the	unknowable	
via	religion	.	.	.	and	music.	
	
Legendary	conductor	James	Levine	
leads	 the	 Chicago	 Symphony	
Orchestra,	 joined	 by	 a	 lineup	 of	
world-renown	vocal	soloists.	
	

Ravinia Night! 
A Kol Hadash Evening for the Entire Family 

WHEN: Tuesday, August 8, 6:30 Dinner, 8:00 Concert 
WHERE: The Ravinia Lawn — bring chairs 

COST:  $10 Ravinia Lawn Admission 



b)   

- 7 - 

FUNdraiser 2017! 
Our June 4 FUNdraiser event was a HUGE success. 
Kol Hadash members and guests enjoyed a festive 
evening at Bella Via Ristorante in Highland Park, 
with cocktails, a sumptuous dinner and an 
extravagant dessert bar. The incredible Maxwell 
Street Klezmer Band wowed us with a thrilling, 
emotional and high-energy concert that moved many 
to get up and dance! Best of all, the event raised 
$9,275 for Kol Hadash! 
   Many, many THANS to the Kol Hadash volunteers 
who made this evening so special: committee 
members Susan Addelson, Betty Gordon, Leora 
Hatchwell, Mike Lippitz, Stacey Max and Sheila 
Sebor; day-of-event helpers Alisa Klein, Marcy 
Schumacker, Rylie Max and Skylar Max; and to our 
own Ellen Apley, who took the mic and sang 
brilliantly with the band! Special thanks to raffle 
contributors Karen Jackson, Alisa Klein, Marcy 
Schumacker, Shelia Sebor, Mike Lippitz, Joni & 
Jim Lederer (Bluegrass Restaurant), and to all 
those who purchased raffle items. 
    And a BIG thank you goes to all our members who purchased 
tickets to attend the event and who made additional donations to 
sponsor the evening…please see page 10 for our sponsors’ names.	 

 
 

Photos by Mark Friedman and David Hirsch. See many more photos on the Kol Hadash Facebook page!	  
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Meet Sara & Bill Race 

 
Sometimes, it’s just meant to be. Sara and Bill Race grew up 
in Northbrook and started dating when they were students at 
Glenbrook North High School. Sara went west to the University 
of Colorado, and Bill went east to Wittenberg University in 
Ohio. They agreed they would date others and just be friends. 
A few years after they graduated, they started dating again, 
and the rest is history. They have been married for 17 years. 
   Sara grew up in our predecessor congregation, Beth Or, 
where she attended Sunday School, celebrated her Bat 
Mitzvah, and was confirmed. Bill grew up Presbyterian, but in 
a non-religious household. Bill went to High Holiday services at 
Beth Or with Sara’s family and immediately felt connected. He 
thought Rabbi Dan Friedman was “dynamite” and left the 
services feeling rejuvenated. The Races continued to attend 
High Holiday services at Beth Or with Sara’s parents until 
Rabbi Friedman retired. The Races subsequently attended 
several Kol Hadash High Holiday services as guests of close 
family friend and Kol Hadash member Esther Silberman. When 
it was time for their children to go to Sunday School, they 
looked for a congregation closer to their home in Evanston, 
but they knew that Kol Hadash was the perfect fit, so they 
joined two years ago. 

   Bill loves the warm and accepting feeling at Kol Hadash and is impressed by the Sunday School teachers, 
under whose tutelage he believes that his children have grown. Sara appreciates the ideology and openness 
of the congregation, and that her children can learn about Jewish culture and the meaning behind the 
traditions, without being required to follow them. Since joining Kol Hadash, Sara has served on the Youth 
Education Committee, participated in one of our recent focus groups, and volunteers at the Sunday School.  
Bill is an English teacher and cross-country coach at Glenbrook North High School, and Sara is an 
environmental specialist at ComEd. They live in Evanston with their daughter Whitney (5th grade) and son 
Liam (2nd grade).  
   Three things that few people at Kol Hadash know about Sara and Bill: 

1. Sara and Bill were engaged in Paris and married in Telluride, CO. 
2. Sara has traveled to more than thirty different countries. 
3. Bill has run six marathons, including Boston in 2012. 

 
 

Mazel Tov! 
 
Mazel tov to Lili Katz (right) on her May 26 Bat 
Mitzvah…and to Lili’s entire family — parents 
Nancy Soren & Neal Katz and brother Ben! Lili’s 
presentation was an intriguing interpretation of 
the laws in the Torah in today’s society. 
 
 

  

M e e t  K o l  H a da s h !  
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 
 

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting an Oneg Shabbat is an easy way to help out 
and get involved in Kol Hadash. Available upcoming 
dates include October 6; November 17; December 1 
& 15; January 5 & 26; February 16; March 9; April 
6; and May 4. You can also partner with a member 
to host an oneg. Contact David Hirsch 
(oneg@KolHadash.com) if you are interested. 
 
Membership Renewals 
As a reminder, it’s membership-renewal season at 
Kol Hadash. All members received a renewal notice 
in July with a link to the online renewal site. If you 
did not receive your renewal notice, contact 
Jeremy at the office (info@KolHadash.com). Also as 
a reminder, this year we have a new dues model 
for all members. The new model is explained on 
the renewal site; if you have any questions, feel 
free to contact Jeremy, Rabbi Chalom, or Steering 
Committee Chair Sue Addelson. Thank you for your 
continued support of Kol Hadash! 
 
Sunday School Digital Yearbook  
The 2016-17 Sunday School year is over, but you 
can relive the memories with our digital school 
yearbook, downloadable now at 
http://tinyurl.com/khyearbook17! 
 
Mazel Tov to jBaby Chicago! 
Congratulations to our friends at jBaby Chicago for 
being named one of America’s top fifty innovative 
Jewish organizations in the 2017 National Slingshot 
Guide. For the past two years, Kol Hadash has 
partnered with jBaby for our ongoing series of 
holiday-related storytime activities for young 
children at local bookstores. Watch the September 
Shofar for news of upcoming storytime sessions for 
the High Holidays and Sukkot! 
 

Thank You! 
• To Sue & Roger Addelson for hosting the Oneg 

at our July 14 Shabbat service. 
• To Myrna & Garret Cohn for hosting the Oneg 

at our July 28 Shabbat service. 
• To Laura & Ken Burk for hosting the Winers in 

their home on July 22. 
 

Family News and Announcements 
• Condolences to Chet MIrman & Dori 

Rosenblum-Mirman on the recent death of 
Chet’s father, Elliott Mirman. 
 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the August 25 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Boris Duskin Davida Evenson 
Selma Fainman Evelyn Goldberg 
Abraham Hepner Armin Hirsch 
Stan Kramer Joseph Levine 
Nathan Levitt Hillel Lipkin 
Alice Pfaelzer Mary Samson 
Marvin Samlan Dan Sohn 
Harvard Sohn Herbert Spencer 
Robert Zimmerman Bernice Zlatnik 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Michelle Fishman August 2 
Alexa Fishman August 5 
Louis Altman August 6 
Larry Cohn August 6 
Ben Katz August 6 
Michael White August 6 
Maya Chalom August 7 
Ethan Saks August 10 
Rabbi Daniel Friedman August 11 
Leora Hatchwell  August 11 
Lili Katz  August 12 
Joyce Hirsch August 16 
Mark Milstein August 19 
Myrna Cohn August 22 
Suzie Garfield August 23 
Rachel Samlan August 23 
Clementine Sayegh  August 23 
Alec Ratnaswamy  August 26 
Rick Henriksen August 28 
 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Jennifer Occhipinti & Rachel Samlan  August 3 
Laurie & Michael White  August 3 
Ami & Daniel Polonsky  August 4 
Sheila & Ronald Sebor  August 12 
Lori & Scott Gerberding  August 13 
Marsha & Mark Milstein  August 13 
Merle & James Styer  August 17 
Irene & Allan Dorfman  August 21 
Lynn & Elliot Miller  August 26 
Kim Stone & Ken Wexler  August 27 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander  August 29 

  

 
 
Sept. 10 Community Service Day (details coming 

soon!) 
Sept. 17 First Day of Sunday School 
Sept. 24 High Holidays for Tots 
Sept. 20-21 Rosh Hashana Services 
Sept. 29-30 Yom Kippur Services 
Oct. 8 Sukkot Celebration & Pot Luck Dinner 
Oct. 24 Tuesday Night Adult Education Begins 
Nov. 4 Progressive Dinner 
Dec. 10 School Hanukkah Celebration 



c)   
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Annual Appeal End-of-calendar-year donations to support Kol 
Hadash activities 
Event Sponsorships Funding to support specific Kol Hadash 
events 
Friedman Family Fund Restricted fund for bringing in external 
speakers and performers 
General Fund General support for Kol Hadash operations & activities 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Funds available to the rabbi to 
allocate for charitable purposes 
Tzedakah Fund Supports organized charitable activities in the 
name of Kol Hadash 
Weiss Choir Fund Supports the High Holidays Choir; established 
by Kol Hadash founding members James & Minerva Weiss 
Yom Kippur Memorial Remembrance donations during the High 
Holidays

Youth Group Fund Supports special activities for Kol Hadash teens 
	
New Kol Hadash Named Fund Coming! 
Starting with the new fiscal year, a new named fund — the Lippitz/Wagner Jewish Humanistic Ritual Fund—will be 
launched.  The fund will support Kol Hadash and the broader Jewish Humanistic movement by encouraging the 
development, dissemination and practice of Jewish humanistic rituals and music. The Fund will support, among other 
things: research, publication, distribution, training, publicity for new and adapted readings, rituals and values 
messages for home and communal observance of Shabbat and holidays; guidance on life cycle events and rites of 
passage; and compendium documents (e.g., “A Jewish Humanist Song Book”). 
 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its gratitude 
to the following individuals, whose donations were received as of the middle of last month. 

 
Anonymous, to the General Fund 

Myrna & Garrett Cohn, to the General Fund 

Dawn & Mark Friedman, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman 

Andrea & Mark Friedlander, in memory of Elliot Mirman, father of Chet Mirman 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Glynis & David Hirsch, to the Friedman Family Fund, in honor of Richard Hirsch’s birthday 

Joyce & Richard Hirsch, in memory of Elliot Mirman, father of Chet Mirman

 
Kol Hadash Sponsorships 
We thank the following members for their generous support of Kol Hadash programs. 

 
June FUNdraiser Sponsors 

 
AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom 

Faye Eisenberg 
Suzie Garfield 
Betty Gordon 

Paula & David Harris 
Rhonda & Robert Hart 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen 

Joyce & Richard Hirsch 
Nina & Michael Lipkin 

Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz 
Margie Marcus 

Sheila & Ron Sebor 
Ilana & Marty Shaffer 

The Friedman Family Fund
 

 
 

Support Kol Hadash whenever you make a purchase at Amazon! 
Amazon Smile has the same product listings at the same prices as 
ordinary Amazon.com, except that 0.5% of Amazon Smile 
purchases are donated to your designated charity. Please consider 
shopping at Amazon Smile and designating Kol Hadash: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-4454948 



c)   
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Celebrate and Commemorate Through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation 
to Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 
in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 

 
Choose from the following tribute funds: 

Y Kol Hadash General Fund — General support for Kol Hadash operations and activities 
Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — Supports organized charitable activities in the name of Kol Hadash 
Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — Supports special activities for Kol Hadash teens 
Y Friedman Family Fund — Restricted fund for bringing in external speakers and performers 
Y Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  — Funds available to the rabbi to allocate for charitable purposes 
Y Weiss Choir Fund — Supports the High Holidays Choir; established by Kol Hadash founding members James & Minerva Weiss 
 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  



August 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 
Development Committee 
Mtg, 7:30 PM, Home of 
Mike Lippitz 

3 
Steering Committee Mtg., 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

 
 
 
 

4 5 
 
 
 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 
Rabbi Chalom Speaks @ DF 
Optimist Club, 11:30 AM, 
Eggshell Café: Leadership 

in a Google Age 

 
Ravinia Night! 
CSO Plays Haydn’s 
Creation conducted by 
James Levine 
Picnic Dinner: 6:30 PM 
Concert: 8:00 PM 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Shabbat Service, 
Interfaithless Dialogue, 

7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

12 
 

13 
Theatre Club: Moby Dick 
at Lookingglass Theatre, 
2:00 PM 
 
 
 

14 
Rabbi Chalom Speaks at 
North Shore Senior 
Center/Northfield, 10AM, 
The Balfour Declaration at 

100 

 

15 16 

 

17 

 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 23 

Membership Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH Office 

 

24 
 

25 
Shabbat Service, The New 

Jewish Landscape, 7:30 
PM @ Unitarian Church 
 
 
 
 

26 

27 
Sunday School Welcome-
Back Picnic, 4-6 PM @ 
Mitchell Park, Deerfield 
 
 
 

28 29 
 

30 31   

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



September 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 

LABOR DAY                          4 

 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
Steering Committee Mtg., 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

 
 
 

 

8 
Shabbat Service, 7:30 
PM @ Unitarian Church: 
Learning to Say, “I Was 
Wrong” 
 
 

9 
 

10 
Family Community Service 
Day … details TBA soon! 

11 
 

12 13 

 
 
 
 

14 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
First Day of Sunday School, 
Parents Meeting, 9:30  
Children’s Choir; 7th Grade 
Mitzvah, 11:30 
 

18 
 

19 20 

Rosh Hashana Evening 
Service, 7:30 PM  

✡ ROSH HASHANA             21 

Rosh Hashana Adult 
Morning Service, 10AM 

Rosh Hashana Family 
Service, 1PM NOTE NEW 
TIME FOR FAMILY SERVICE 

22 
 

23 

24 
Sunday School, YEC 
Meeting, 9:30  
High Holidays for Tots, 
10:30  
Youth Group, 11:10 
Staff Mtg; Children’s Choir; 
7th Grade Mitzvah, 11:30 
 

25 26 
 

27 28 29 

Yom Kippur Evening (Kol 
Nidre) Service, 7:30PM 

✡ YOM KIPPUR              30 

Yom Kippur Adult 
Morning Service, 10AM 

Yom Kippur Family 
Service, 1PM NOTE NEW 
TIME FOR FAMILY 
SERVICE 

Yom Kippur Memorial 
Service, 3:30PM 

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 
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Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
2017 Confirmants’ Speeches 

 

 
	The	2016-17	Confirmation	Class	(l-r):	Rabbi	Adam	Chalom,	Julia	Ratnaswamy,	School	Director	Dawn	Friedman,	Eric	
Kenney,	Confirmation	Class	Teacher	David	Hirsch.		
Photo	by	Mark	Friedman.	
	
	

Eric Kenney 
I am, what some people may call “Jatholic.” I am 
pretty much exactly 50% Irish Catholic and 50% 
European Jewish. My Dad’s side of the family comes 
from almost entirely Irish-Catholic ancestry, while 
my Mom's side of the family comes from almost 
completely Jewish ancestry from different parts of 
Europe. This is definitely an interesting and sort of 
ironic mix.  

There has been a lot of conflict between the two 
religions over history. Blood has been spilled because 
one religion has challenged the other’s authority, 
and there has been persecution because of one being 
“right,” while the other is “wrong.” However, as my 
Dad matured, he sort of strayed away from Catholic 
and even Christian beliefs. He was, in a way, 
completely spiritually independent at that point. But 
even though my Dad and I do not quite hold the 
beliefs of the Catholic religion ANYWHERE close to 
us, I still recognize and appreciate that part of me. I 
have a few very good Irish Catholic friends, and we 
often discuss religion, god, and of course Irish UFC 
fighter Conor Mcgregor, although I am pretty sure 
they don't quite know the difference between those 
ideas. The important thing, however, is even though 

our ideas on religion are about as opposite as it gets, 
we are open to each other’s ideas, and I can connect 
with them.  

This is why I do not really understand the 
conflict, no matter how much I hear about it in the 
media, which is unfortunately a lot in today's time. 
It never really seems to make sense to me. I guess I 
can thank my hatred of hatred in part because of my 
Humanistic Jewish upbringing, where I have been 
taught to try to create a community among 
Humanistic Jews and help the community in any way 
possible. In addition, I have learned to be respectful 
of everyone around me. But my anti-hatred nature 
does not just come from that Humanistic Jewish 
upbringing, it also comes from the connections that I 
have been able to form, and the amount of exposure 
I have had to people who are different from me. 
Part of this comes from the friendships I have 
formed throughout my life. Whether it be my friends 
varying from Muslim to Irish-Catholic, or European-
Jewish to Thai, I think it is safe to say I have been 
exposed to a diverse group of people, even if we do 
live in a very Jewish focused part of the world.  

In addition, much of my disliking of hate has 
come from Confirmation Class, where I have been 
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able to freely reaffirm some of my values while 
continuing to develop my beliefs even further. This 
is exemplified as I reflect on some of the places we 
visited during Confirmation Class.  

Our guide at the Baha'i House of Worship gave a 
really interesting perspective on God. He believed 
that God is not anthropomorphic, or even one 
specific thing, but rather that God is manifested in 
everything beautiful in this world. For him, God is in 
the flowers, ocean, and even in loving people. Now 
this belief did not change my idea about what God 
is, but through this experience and my experience at 
the Zen Buddhist Temple, for obvious reasons, I 
added a sort of spiritual outlook on certain things in 
the world.  

Another big thing that I learned from my 
experience in Confirmation Class is the goodness 
that is out there in all religions, even if we often 
only see bad in certain religions from the media. No 
matter how opposite our opinions were from the 
house of worship we visited, everyone within that 
temple, mosque or church always invited us to join 
them and learn about their religion. Many of the 
religions — no matter how different they appear — 
are at the core very similar, and all seem very open 
to others. I believe this goodness among others is 
why humanity can be so powerful, even if at times 
we only see the conflict.  

No matter how much I disliked getting woken up 
at 8:00 every Sunday morning, I have learned some 
extremely important lessons about humans, respect, 
and unity as I have steered my way through the Kol 
Hadash experience, and have been exposed to some 
very valuable perspectives. I will continue my search 
for my identity; but Sunday School has given me a 
pretty good basis to work off of, even though my 
values and beliefs will continue to change as I 
maneuver my way through life. 
 
 
 
Julia Ratnaswamy 
Over the course of all our field trips, discussions 
with people of various faiths and discussion in class, 
I've learned a lot about different religions and 
worldviews.  

Now, maybe some students walk away from 
Confirmation thinking "Great! Now I know everything 
I need to know about other religions and my own, I'm 
done now!" But for me, I actually have come away 
with more questions than answers:  

Who was Zoroaster, and why have I literally 
never heard of him if he's important enough that the 
Baha'i think of him as one of the major prophets?  

Why are the Mormons so secretive that we aren't 
allowed to attend their services?  

Why does no one ever talk about paganism when 
it's still alive and well?  

How can some religions be so different within 
themselves that they have almost entirely separate 
beliefs (Unitarians vs Evangelicals)?  

Why has no one arrested the major leaders of 
scientology even though they kidnap and brainwash 
people?  

Are Catholics technically cannibals within their 
own belief system?  

What even is scientology?  
If I didn't know who Zoroaster was, are there any 

other religions that I am completely oblivious to?  
On our field trip to a Catholic church during my 

freshman year, I asked the priest if he could 
technically bless the sea, or if water had to be in a 
certain range for him to make it validly holy. After 
looking at me for a second to judge whether it was a 
real question or a joke, he said that he wasn't sure 
about the range thing, but that typically holy water 
is clean and the ocean is full of pee and fish, so he 
probably couldn't bless it. Looking back, I wish I had 
done a follow-up asking if he could then bless a 
swimming pool. I also wish I had thought to ask if 
you pour holy water into an ordinary cup of water, 
does that cup of water become holy or does the holy 
water lose its magical properties?  

Those may all seem like silly questions to some, 
but I do genuinely want to know. You may think 
there is no reason for me to care, but I do. If we're 
learning as much as we can about religion, why 
should I not want to know about the mechanics of 
holy water and what the rules are?  

Another question: If the father, son, and holy 
ghost are at the same time three different people 
and only one god, does that mean that God has 
multiple personality disorder? 

And about Orthodox Jews — what was the point 
of us being there? By “us,” I mean the girls. We sit 
across the curtain, we can't see what is happening, 
the leader isn't standing so we could see him, we 
aren't expected to wrap tefillin or chant. We 
literally sat there quietly for like, an hour. We were 
the only women there, there were no actual 
Orthodox women for us to see what they do, or if 
they also just sit there and do nothing.  

At Sunday School, when we first started talking 
about Baha’i, I recognized all the main prophets 
except for one. Naturally, I proceeded to pretend 
that I knew who he was by not asking, because I 
don't really like to admit that I don't know things 
most of the time. So we talked about Baha’i, and I 
noticed something. All of the other prophets are 
from religions we studied, so what's up with the fact 
that we literally did not talk about who Zoroaster 
was beyond "Okay, here are the Baha’i prophets"? If 
you can't tell, I am still really hung up over the fact 
that I don't know who he is — scratch that, I don't 
know who they are, because while it's unlikely that 
there was a prophet people actually listened to who 
was not a man, I don't even know that for sure.  

I also asked the dude at Baha’i about polytheistic 
religions and ones with earth-based-worship, 
because he kept saying that all religions are true 
according to Baha’i belief but also that there is only 
one god. He said that that was also real worship in 
its own way, but their prophet or whoever just didn't 
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get the 'only one god' memo from the dude themself 
because that's not what people needed at the time.  

I mentioned modern paganism, and he asked how 
I got here this morning. I said by car. He said that I 
could have ridden a horse, or walked, couldn't I 
have? Yeah, but walking is a lot more work and takes 
longer, and where am I supposed to get a horse 
from? He says that the religions I was asking about, 
the ones that don't have one god, are like walking or 
riding a horse. There's a much simpler way to go 
about things, AKA practicing a religion with one god, 
and they're just using antiquated means of travel, or 

worship in this case. I did not ask if he realized that 
he was being condescending.  

Now that I think about it, I should have asked 
about pastafarianism. Is the Flying Spagetti Monster 
(may you be touched by his noodly apendage) a valid 
deity? 

I still have a lot of questions that are 
unanswered. I don't think that I, or we as a people, 
can be complacent with the answers that we have. 
How else will we change? How else can we grow? 
I think that that's a question I do already know the 
answer to.  

 

	
	
	
	
	

Mazel tov to our entire 9
th

/10
th

 Grade Confirmation Class! 


