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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
Agreeing to Disagree 

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

As the U.S. presidential election draws to a close, we would do 
well to be reminded how we can agree to disagree. 
    Society seems ever more polarized and atomized — political 
and religious differences are brighter and bolder than ever, 
accentuated by geography, media and culture. We read news 
sources that confirm what we want to hear, and then we are 
surprised to find diminishing common ground for discussion      
and civil disagreement. A news story or personal account that 
challenges what we “know” to be true about the world,     
society or ourselves is more easily dismissed than internalized  
and considered. The “them” grows larger while the “us” is 

narrower and narrower. 
    There are steps we could take to bridge the gap. How many of us challenge our assumptions 
on a regular basis? When was the last time we read through a news or opinion website that 
represented a different viewpoint from our own? I try to do this on a regular basis for two 
reasons: to understand how “the rest” are thinking about the world and the nation we share, 
and to sharpen my own beliefs upon the arguments against them. I have even been known to 
change my mind once in a while. And it can help to generate empathy and understanding for 
those with whom we disagree, a first step to tolerance. 
     What can be helpful for political differences can also apply to religion, ethnicity and 
culture. The religious right is a bogeyman for those on a secular side of the spectrum, but why 
do they believe what they believe? What are the issues that really motivate their actions and 
rhetoric? We may not find common ground, but we can learn by listening. Likewise, for 
minority experiences that can be radically different from our own — hearing their view on 
American life and culture may be very different from our own. But truth is discovered from 
many perspectives. 
    Humanists do not have absolute Truth (capital “t”) based on supernatural revelation. We 
learn from the variety of human perspectives and experience that together constitute human 
knowledge. The wider we cast our net, the deeper our understanding can become.  
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View from the Chair  
by Steering Committee Chair Sheila 
Sebor (scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
Welcome to the November edition 
of the Shofar. With the High 
Holidays and Sukkot, October was 
a busy time for our congregational 
family. It was wonderful to see so 
many familiar and quite a few new 
faces. We are delighted to have all 
of you and your guests join us! 
    Our new all-congregation event, 
the October 22 Sukkot Service 
and Pot Luck Dinner was a 

wonderful occasion to meet family members whom we don’t always 
have the opportunity to see. We had a record turnout for Sukkot with 
the change to a Saturday evening, so this is one event we will plan to 
bring back every year. We have two more all-congregation events 
planned this year, and I think they will be equally successful. 
    The food provided by members at the Pot Luck Dinner was 
delicious! I hope we will be able to share the recipes for some great 
fall dishes. The service was highly enjoyable with lots of music (thank 
you, Laura Burk!), and it was a pleasure to hear Rabbi Adam’s 
explanation of the history of this holiday. It is clear he is as good an 
educator as he is a communicator! And our Sukkah was decorated 
beautifully, thanks to the creativity of our Sunday School artists. Look 
for photos of this great event on our Facebook page! 
    The Kol Hadash Progressive Dinner was one of the first events my 
husband and I attended when we joined the congregation, and it is 
still a personal favorite. It was a great way to meet many members, 
while getting to know several more closely during the dinner portion 
of the evening — and the food was good too! The Progressive Dinner 
Committee has come up with some very creative themes, but this 
year’s — TV Sitcoms — should be one of the best. After all, 
“Everybody Loves Ramen,” so I’m looking forward to seeing you on  
Saturday, November 5, beginning at 6:00 PM. This is a great way to 
follow up on the good feelings generated by our High Holiday services 
and onegs. 
    If you are interested in becoming a little more involved in the life 
of our community, working on a committee is a great way to meet 
other members, have some fun and support our congregation. There 
are several committees that would be happy to have your help, so if 
there is one you are interested in, send a note to the committee chair 
(they are listed to the right of this column and on the website), and 
let them know.  
    Although it has been a loooong time coming, we have finally 
reached election month! Please be a good citizen and VOTE! Our 
Shabbat Service on November 18 will be Rabbi Chalom’s Review of the 
2016 Election, so there should be some very interesting perspectives 
on our very strange campaign season. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you soon, 
 
Sheila  

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Larry Dworsky, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson, 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
Shabbat Service: Discussion Shabbat — Aid in Dying: The Ultimate Human Right  
Friday, November 4, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Join us for a presentation and discussion on a difficult but vitally important issue that many of us will face in 
our own families: taking control of the care provided when we and our loved ones die. We will welcome 
guest speaker Ed Gogol, president of Final Options Illinois, a nonprofit that works for legal change to allow 
terminally ill adults the right to aid-in-dying, to lead the discussion.  

Progressive Dinner: TV Sitcoms! 
Saturday, November 5, Starting at 6:00 PM • Locations TBA 
Our edible festival of TV sitcoms (sounds improbable, but it’s going to be a blast) begins with appetizers at 
one member’s home, small-group dinners at other members’ homes, and a final stop for dessert at yet 
another member’s home. All those who registered will be contacted soon via email with location 
information. If you did not make a reservation before the deadline but would like to be notified of any 
openings due to cancellations, contact the KH office (info@KolHadash.com) and let Jeremy know. 

Book Club: My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry 
Wednesday, November 9, 7:30 PM • Home of Marla & Craig Davishoff 
The Book Club will be discussing My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry, the latest novel from 
Fredrik Backman, best-selling author of A Man Called Ove. Kirkus Review wrote of his new book: “Firmly in 
the league with Roald Dahl and Neil Gaiman. A touching, sometimes funny, often wise portrait of grief.” 
Please note this is a changed date for this meeting. All are welcome! RSVP and location information:   
contact Stacey Max (bookclub@KolHadash.com). 

Movie Club: The Farewell Party 
Saturday, November 12, 6:00 PM • Home of Leora Hatchwell & Tom McCune 
Join us for a viewing and discussion of The Farewell Party, a witty and touching 2014 Israeli film that deals 
with a group of retirees who attempt to facilitate their terminally ill friend’s wish to be self-euthanized. All 
are welcome! The 95-minute film is appropriate for older teens and up. Questions? Contact Leora 
(movieclub@KolHadash.com). 

Adult Education: The Nature of People 
Tuesday, November 15, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Is the human condition best lived through a focus on this life and this world, or a hypothetical next one? 
What makes humanity distinct from the animal kingdom, if anything does? If reason and emotion are equally 
human, then what is our approach to the issue of "spirituality?" Join Rabbi Chalom for a new session in his 
year-long Adult Education course, Humanistic Judaism: Philosophy & Intellectual History. All are welcome to 
join any or all sessions! 

Shabbat Service: 2016 Election Review 
Friday, November 18, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Finally, it’s all over but the shouting. The dust is settling on an 
historic election. What did we learn through the process about the 
American public, the two major parties, the future of third parties, 
and the issues that will dominate the next few years? How will the 
results of Senate and House elections affect the policy goals of the 
new president? Join us for a non-partisan yet stimulating discussion. 

Adult Education: Meet Author Katherine Ozment 
Sunday, November 20, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
We will be joined by award-winning journalist Katherine Ozment, 
whose new book, Grace Without God: The Search for Meaning, 
Purpose, and Belonging in a Secular Age explores how people in 
contemporary society find our people, our rituals and a true sense 
of meaning and purpose. Ms. Ozment will discuss the changing 
American landscape and what the rising tide of religious 
disaffiliation means for individuals, families, and communities. The 
book will be available for purchase and to be signed by the author. 

 
  

The congregation is invited to attend the 
 
 

The Bat Mitzvah 
of 

Rylie Max 
 

Daughter of Stacey & Ethan Max 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 5, 10:30 AM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

Sunday School is not just for kids; it’s for families. One of the best ways 
to reinforce the importance of Jewish identity and community for your 
child is to demonstrate that it’s important to you. Kol Hadash offers you 
lots of opportunities to put that into action. One of the easiest ways is 
to come back to Sunday School 20 minutes early to attend music with 
your child.  Even if you have older children (who might want you to sit 
at a safe distance across the room!), they notice that you think it’s 
important enough to be there. And then you can sing along with 
confidence at the next holiday celebration or service.   
   We also have other programs during music time throughout the year; 
you can attend these with your children and volunteer to help. Our 
December 11 Hanukkah Celebration is a great example; see the flyer 
in this Shofar.  
    Or attend a Sunday morning Adult Education class with Rabbi 

Chalom; you drop your kids at their classes, and you go to yours. Need those Sunday mornings for grocery 
shopping or maybe a little time in a quiet house? Try the Tuesday night class. With classes on a wide variety 
of topics, you’re sure to find one that peaks your interest.  Personally, I’d go to hear our rabbi speak on just 
about any topic. 
    You can join other congregants for social gatherings, like the upcoming Progressive Dinner, two Book 
Clubs, Theatre Group, or Winers (no, they don’t whine — you probably get enough of that already!) Or help 
the Community Service Committee with their next project. See the Shofar or website for dates. 
    Friday night services offer you a night away from the children plus intellectual stimulation and 
conversation with other adults. Services are held at the North Shore Unitarian Church. They start at 7:30 PM; 
depending on how long you schmooze at the oneg, you’re done by 9:30. (You can even join other members 
for dinner before the service.) Not too much time to pay a sitter, probably not enough time to give the 
grandparents precious time with their grandchildren, but a nice respite for you from the busy week and a 
stimulating evening with like-minded congregants. And a great “teachable moment” when you tell your 
children that you’re going out for the evening to attend services. We also have a list of Kol Hadash teen 
sitters (most of whom your kids know) you can hire! 
    You probably joined Kol Hadash because Humanistic Judaism spoke to you personally. Make sure that while 
you’re making Judaism meaningful for your children, you find time to continue finding meaning for yourself. 
 
L’Hitraot! (See you soon!) 
Dawn Friedman 
 

This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: November 6, 13, 20 
Regular School Schedule: 9:30–11:30 AM • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 

• Nov. 6: DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS! MOVE CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR SATURDAY NIGHT! 
Confirmation Field Trip to Unitarian Church 9:30–11:30; YEC Mtg 9:30–11:00, Staff Mtg. 11:30-12:45 
Snack: bagels (Pirates Booty available) 

• Nov. 13: 4th/5th Grade Parents Mtg. 9:30-11:00 
Snack: apple slices 

• Nov. 20: Adult Education with author Katherine Ozment 9:30–11:00; Youth Group Mtg., 11:10–12:30 
Snack: carrots 

• Nov. 27: No classes. Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Sunday School News & Events 
ALL EVENTS AT DEERFIELD HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED  
 
Youth Education (YEC) & Membership Committee Meeting: November 6, 9:30–11:00 AM 
All congregants are invited to attend our YEC Meetings; the Membership Committee will join the YEC at 10:30 
to further discussions about recruiting new school families as well as ways to meet families’ needs and better 
integrate school families within the larger congregation. This is a great opportunity to share your feedback 
and ideas, especially if you have not attended YEC or Membership meetings before! For more information, 
contact YEC Chair Karen Jackson (YEC@KolHadash.com). 
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Sunday School News cont. 
 
4th/5th Grade Parents Meeting: November 13, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Our series of grade-level parents meetings continues this month 
with a chance for parents to get together over light breakfast 
and coffee, learn more about what their kids are studying in 
Sunday School, and share thoughts about issues that are 
important to them. Meetings for parents with children in other 
classes continue throughout the year.  
 
Youth Group Meeting: November 20, 11:30 AM–12:30 PM 
The Kol Hadash Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade and 
up. Students plan their own programming; drop-ins welcome! 
RSVP by November 17 for lunch to Dawn Friedman 
(education@KolHadash.com). 
 
Adult Education: November 20, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Join us for a presentation by author Katherine Ozment, author of Grace Without God: The Search for 
Meaning, Purpose, and Belonging in a Secular Age. See enclosed flyer for details. Ms. Ozment’s book will be 
available for sale. 
 
Sunday School Snacks 
Kol Hadash provides snacks for all students each Sunday. Many thanks to Upper Crust Bagels in Deerfield for 
providing bagels at a substantial discount. Snacks rotate between plain mini bagels, apples slices, and baby 
carrots. Due to our food allergy restrictions, snacks from home may NOT be brought to Sunday School.  All 
students should bring a water bottle (no juice or soda) to school each week. See the snack schedule above. 

 
 

Finance Committee Report 
By Treasurer Mike Lippitz (treasurer@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Fellow Congregants, 
With the high holidays behind us, we have insight into our membership numbers for 
this fiscal year, which started on July 1st. Total billed membership dues to date are 
equal to last year (~$200,000), reflecting the 3% dues increase offset by a 4% drop in 
memberships.  We had hoped to keep membership levels steady and increase the 
support provided by sustaining members, leading to a 10% overall increase in dues 
revenues, but we are about $18,000 short of that goal so far.  

   In this column last year, Membership Chair Andrea Friedlander and I listed a few ways you can help people 
find and consider Kol Hadash, for example: 

• bringing your High Holiday guests to another event; 
• speaking to friends with children about our wonderful Sunday School, which is still open for 

enrollment (and where a first-year trial membership is just $365); 
• and recommending Rabbi Chalom for life cycle events such as weddings and baby namings.  

Please take a moment to think about people in other circles of your life who might find Kol Hadash’s 
approach appealing and enjoy our wonderful community. You are our best advertising! 
    Happily, donations are ahead of last year’s pace, thanks in large part to the new Friedman Family Fund. As 
I noted in my summer column, we are going to be seeking new named funds and other sponsorships 
throughout the year. For instance, we asked participants in the Progressive Dinner this month to consider 
contributing beyond the cost of the food, as a “thank you” to the organizers for their hard work, as well as 
inviting those who could not attend this year to consider co-sponsoring the event. Please consider co-
sponsoring the upcoming December guest speaker, Chris Johnson (see page 8), or our Hannukah Party & 
Luncheon (see enclosed flyer). 
    Thank you for considering these and other ways of supporting Kol Hadash. As always, I’m happy to speak 
with you about our finances or any other topics that interest you.  Write to me at treasurer@kolhadash.com.   
 
  

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food Restrictions 

Please note that food brought to Sunday 
School may not contain any peanuts, tree 
nuts (including almonds), or sesame seeds, 
due to severe allergies among our students. 
This includes snacks or lunches brought to 
Sunday School and Hebrew School, as well as 
any foods brought to meetings or events at 
DHS. We cannot allow snacks from home due 
to other student allergies. Thank you for 
your cooperation! 
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High Holidays 2016/5777 
Kol Hadashians from near and far gathered for the High Holidays at 
the North Shore Unitarian Church. Not even a Kol Nidre-Cubs 
scheduling conflict held down attendance this year! The sanctuary 
was filled as we learned from Rabbi Chalom and were mesmerized 
by the incomparable Kol Hadash Choir, led by Ellen Apley. Many 
thanks to the following volunteers who worked hard to make this 
year’s High Holidays memorable, meaningful and special: Irene & 
Al Dorfman, Lynn & Elliot Miller (Community Service Collections); 
Roger Addelson (Head Usher); Lori Gerberding & Leora 
Hatchwell (Name Tags); Margaret Wittlinger & Ross Shepard (RH 
Onegs); Andy, Steven, & Jim Jacobs (Shofar); Laura Burk 
(Children’s Service Song Leader). Thanks also to the many other 
Kol Hadash members who gave their time to help with our onegs, 
the name tag table and as an usher! 
    Thank you, Richard Hirsch for organizing 
the Activities Fair after the Yom Kippur 
Morning Service, and to the following members 
who staffed their booths at the fair: Stacey 
Max & Joyce Hirsch (Book Club); Suzie 
Garfield (Choir); Irene & Al Dorfman 
(Community Service); David Hirsch 
(Development; Onegs); Mike Lippitz (Finance; 
Winers); Tamar & Ron Schwartz (Helping 
Hands); Leora Hatchwell (Knitters; Movie 
Group); Andrea Friedlander (Membership); 
Mark Friedman (Theatre Club); Rick Bolnick 
(Adult Education); Sheila Sebor (Steering 
Committee); Marla Davishoff (YEC).  
    If you missed one of Rabbi Chalom’s 
sermons, visit www.KolHadash.com and click 
on Resources/ Podcasts to hear audio, or 
choose Resources/Rabbi’s Blog for the texts.  
    For more High Holidays photos, see the High 
Holidays 2016 album on our Facebook page. 

 
  

The 2016 Kol Hadash Choir 
Top Row (L to R): Ezra Donner, 
Anthony Bilotti, David Hirsch, Rick 
Henriksen, Ricky Katz, Rich Hirsch.    
2nd Row: Kimberly Gunderson, Emma 
Kowalenko, Laura Burk, Ken Burk,  
Leah Sosewitch, Judith Pearlman.      
3rd Row: Patrick Reardon, Sandra 
Schechner, Rick Bolnick, Melissa 
Arning, Robert Hart.  
Front Row: Lisa Jacobs, Suzie Garfield, 
Joyce Hirsch, Toby Fisher, Rabbi Adam 
Chalom, Choir Director Ellen Apley.  
Not Pictured: Jessica Fisher, Sue 
Talman Shirley Trissel (piano), Katie 
Voss (violin/viola).  
Photo by David Harris. 

Top: Our Children’s Choir: Top Row (L to R): Maya Chalom, Noah Apley, Gabe 
Shaffer. Bottom Row: Abby Crelman, Simon Apley, Lily Aristodemo, Ariana 
Aristodemo, Elyse Shaffer, Jonah Chalom. Photo by David Harris. 
Bottom: Andy Jacobs blows T’keeyah! on the shofar (while Jim and Steven 
answer, off-camera). Photo by Mark Friedman. 



b)   

- 7 - 

This month, we’re happy to introduce you to a few of our new 2016-17 members! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

M e e t  K o l  H a da s h !  
 

Eve Chalom 
Eve is the sister of Rabbi Adam Chalom. She has 
been living in Chicago for about four years, and 
we are thrilled that she is joining us as a member! 
She grew up in the Birmingham Temple in 
Michigan, and graduated with a bachelor degree 
from the University of Michigan and a master's 
degree in Dance Movement Therapy from Pratt 
Institute in New York. Eve is a professional figure 
skater and modern dancer, coaches figure 
skating, and teaches movement awareness, 
creative movement, and improvisation classes.   
 

Ezra Donner & Claire Divizio 
Ezra is a composer and piano teacher at Upbeat 
Music and LYRIQ Music School in Chicago. Claire 
is an opera singer and the Executive & Artistic 
Director of Thompson Street Opera Company. 
They discovered the Society for Humanistic 
Judaism (SHJ) two years ago and joined the 
Birmingham Temple in Michigan in 2014. They 
moved to Chicago in August and are excited to 
be new members of Kol Hadash. Ezra knows 
every episode of “The Simpsons” through 
season 10. Claire enjoys watching videos of 
inter-species animal friendships. 
 

Amy & Jason Cohan 
Amy and Jason live in Vernon Hills with their twin girls, 
Jordan and Olivia, who are in first 
grade. (Their daughter, Emma, passed away in 2008 
due to prematurity.) Jason has worked in research and 
development for Abbott/AbbVie for almost 19 years, 
and Amy has been a psychologist for the Northern 
Suburban Special Education District since 2001. The 
Cohans found Kol Hadash through our website and 
decided to join after several visits; they felt that our 
philosophy and community were a great fit for them. 
Jason and Amy met at the University of Illinois, and 
recently celebrated their 15th wedding anniversary. 
The entire family loves dogs, playing with their beagle, 
Piper, and is currently fostering guinea pigs. In 
addition, Jordan loves to draw, read, and care for 
animals, and Olivia enjoys dancing, math, and 
swimming.   
 



www.KolHadash.com	

 

A SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER SPONSORED BY 
THE KOL HADASH FRIEDMAN FAMILY FUND 

 
Shabbat Discussion 

Friday, December 9, 7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 

 
Chris Johnson 

Author & Filmmaker 
A Better Life chronicles author and filmmaker 
Chris Johnson’s worldwide journey to 
document the lives and experiences of fellow 
human beings seeking meaning and joy without 
belief in a supernatural power. Among the 
subjects he interviewed include: 
• Adam Pascal (musician/actor) 
• Christopher Hitchens (author) 
• James Randi (magician) 
• James Watson (molecular biologist) 
• Julia Sweeney (actress/author) 
• Michael Shermer (publisher, Skeptic   
        magazine) 
• Penn & Teller (magicians) 
• Richard Dawkins (evolutionary biologist) 
 
For more information about A Better Life, visit 
www.theatheistbook.com, where you can 
purchase the book and rent the film to view 
online.  
 
 
 

Chris Johnson is a New York-based photographer and filmmaker. He received his 
undergraduate degree in film production with a minor in religious studies from 
Concordia University in Montreal, Quebec. His work has been published in many 
outlets, including the New York Times. He is the recipient of the Kodak Award 
for Excellence in Filmmaking and the B.F. Lorenzetti Scholarship for Excellence 
in Filmmaking. 
 
 
 
 

This event is free of charge and open to the public. Financial support provided by the Friedman Family Fund. 
Please consider co-sponsoring this event with the Friedman Family Fund, allowing us to better publicize this 
event and Kol Hadash to the broader community. Simply indicate your sponsorship on the donation form on page 

11 of the Shofar or only at http://tinyurl.com/KHSponsor.	
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 

Special Events in December 
Be sure to mark your calendar for two special events 
coming to Kol Hadash in December. On December 9 we 
will host guest speaker Chris Johnson, who will preview 
and discuss his book and new documentary film A Better 
Life: 100 Atheists Speak Out on Joy & Meaning in a 
World Without God. You can watch a preview or rent the 
film now at www.theatheistbook.com.  

On December 14, Rabbi Chalom will lead his next Sefer 
CIrcle book discussion, featuring The Imperial Wife by 
Irina Reyn, in conjunction with Spertus Institute’s One 
Book, One Community program, giving Kol Hadash 
members the opportunity to join the discussion of Jewish 
groups across the Chicago area! 

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting an Oneg Shabbat is an easy way to help out and 
get involved in Kol Hadash. The following dates are 
available: May 5, July 14 & 28. Contact David Hirsch 
(oneg@KolHadash.com) if you are interested. 

Thank You! 
• To Rick Henriksen & Happy Stone for hosting the 

Oneg at our October 7 Shabbat Service. 
• To Nancy Soren, Lili Katz, Leah Sosewitz, Helga 

Gruenbauer and Daniel Gruenbauer for ushering at 
Bennett Davishoff’s October 21 Bar Mitzvah. 

Family News & Events 
• Mazel tov to Kennedy Haynes, granddaughter of 

Marilyn Litz, who will be playing for the U.S. 
women’s softball team at the upcoming Maccabi 
Games. 

• Wishing Sue Talman a speedy recovery from recent 
medical treatment. 

• Wishing Garrett Cohn a speedy recovery from recent 
medical treatment. 

 
In Memoriam 

Lee Adler (1932-2016) 

 
With great sadness, we note the loss of Lee Adler, who 
died on October 8. Lee and her husband, Howard Adler, 
were founding members of Kol Hadash and maintained 
their membership for many years after relocating to 
Florida. Our connection to Lee and Howard dates back 
some four decades to their longtime membership at our 
predecessor congregation, Beth Or. We send our deepest 
condolences to Howard and his entire family. 

Zekher tsadik l’vrakha. 
The memory of a good person is a blessing 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the November 18 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

David Bolnick Bernard Brook 
Joe Collins Tamara Dworsky 
Dr. Gregory Feldman Israel Friedman 
Dusica Gavrilovich Olive Gleave 
Anna Krouse Regina Mayer 
Jean Merkin Beth Raben Musich 
Jeanne Parker Sandy Sarasohn 
Robert Schoenbrod James Vanderbeck 
Esther K. Wagner Marie Yellen 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Rylie Max  November 6 
Lily Jackson  November 10 
Mimi Saks  November 11 
Bennett Davishoff  November 12 
Sam Brook  November 16 
Esther Silberman  November 17 
Ana Luz Yavitz  November 17 
Ellen Rudnick  November 19 
Jonah Aristodemo  November 26 
David Sandler  November 26 
Lisa Kane Weaver  November 28 
Golda Harris  November 30 
 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Susan Wagner & Michael Lippitz  November 5 
Toby & Michael Fisher  November 13 
Sue & Ilya Talman  November 28 
 

  

 
 
December 2 Shabbat Service 
December 9 Guest Speaker: Filmmaker Chris 

Johnson 
December 11 Hanukkah Celebration 
December 14 Hanukkah Storytime 
December 18 Hanukkah Storytime 
January 14 Winers 
January 18 Book Club 
January 20 2nd/3rd Grades Shabbat Service 
February 4 Havdallah Dinner & Service 
February 10 Tu B’shevat Service 
February 12 Tu B’Shevat Seder 
February 25 Movie Club 
March 12 Purim Carnival 
March 24-26 HuJews Conclave, Washington, DC 
April 1 Winers 
April 11 Community Passover Seder 
May 6 Bonfire Singalong & Pot Luck Dinner 
May 12 Confirmation 



c)   
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 
Friedman Family Fund Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Weiss Choir Fund 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its 
gratitude to the following individuals, whose donations were received as of the middle of last month. 
 
Sarah Beatty, in honor of Rabbi Chalom’s brilliant Rosh Hashanah message 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, thanking Rabbi Chalom for our wonderful High Holidays services 
Susan Wauldron Jerris & Bruce Jerris, to the General Fund 
Eileen & Sherman Kaplan, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Mary Vanderbeck Parker & Dan Parker, to the General Fund 
Kathryn Schoenbrod, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman 
Paul & Robert Stendel, to the General Fund 
 

Yom Kippur Memorial Donations 
We thank the following members for their donations in memory of loved ones on Yom Kippur. 

Susan & Roger Addelson 
Diane Aschman 
Elaine & Jerome Baer 
Alexandra & Bill Brook 
Laura & Ken Burk 
Janet Century 
Pear & Larry Cohn 
Julie Deutsch 
Loren Deutsch 
Faye Eisenberg 
Marilyn Litz & Milton Field 
Roland Finkelman 
Michelle Fishman 
Dawn & Mark Friedman 

Lori Gerberding 
Irene Chase & Jeremy Gibson 
Joyce & William Goldman 
Betty Gordon 
Leah Sosewitz & Helga Gruenbauer 
Peggy Bartelstein & Bill Gurolnick 
Paula & David Harris 
Jason Harris 
Leora Hatchwell 
Terry & Geoff Kass 
Susie & Andrew Kramer 
Roz & Arthur Kroft 
Nina & Michael Lipkin 
Margie Marcus 

Lynn & Elliot Miller 
Marsha & Mark Milstein 
Lita Passen 
Ellard Pfaelzer, Jr. 
Sara & Bill Race 
Victoria Ratnaswamy 
Kathryn Schoenbrod 
Marcy & Paul Schumacker 
Sheila & Ronald Sebor 
Ross Shepard 
Michele & Joel Shoolin 
Nancy Sohn & Mike Simon 
James & Merle Styer  
Laurie & Michael White 

 
 

2016-17 Sustaining & Supporting Members 
We thank the following members for generously supporting Kol Hadash at the following contribution levels. 

Sustaining Members 
Roland Finkelman 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander 
Lori Gerberding 
Paula & David Harris 
Glynis & David Hirsch 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch 
Susan Wauldron Jerris & Bruce Jerris 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz 
Ellard Pfaelzer, Jr. 
Nancy Sohn & Mike Simon 
Sue & Ilya Talman 
Betty & Stanley Weinberger 
Laurie & Michael White 

Supporting Members 
Alexandra & Bill Brook 
Joyce & William Goldman 
Leora Hatchwell 
Susie & Andrew Kramer 
Sara & Bill Race 
Kim Stone & Ken Wexler 

Kol Hadash Sponsorships 
We thank the following members for their generous support of Kol Hadash programs. 

Rosh Hashanah Oneg Sponsors 
Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle 
Roland Finkelman 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz 
Sheila & Ronald Sebor 
Anonymous 

Progressive Dinner Sponsors 
Joyce & William Goldman 
Rhonda & Robert Hart 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz 
Lynn & Elliot Miller 
Laurie & Michael White 



c)   
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are six Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 
Y Kol Hadash General Fund — contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities 
Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance with charitable 

organizations 
Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — contributions support Youth Group programs and activities 
Y Friedman Family Fund — contributions fund guest speakers and performers at Kol Hadash events 
Y Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund  — used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes 
Y Weiss Choir Fund — contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program 
 

 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  



www.KolHadash.com 

 
 

Shabbat Discussion 
Friday, November 4, 7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 

 
 

Aid in Dying 
The Ultimate Human Right 

 
 

Life is precious, but it is not infinite, and 
dying is something we all must do. A wise 
person takes advantage of palliative care 
at life’s end. But even with the best of 
palliative care, suffering when dying can 
sometimes be extreme. It can be a very 
rational choice to hasten one’s death, to 
skip the final — sometimes agonizing — 
stages of dying.  
 
Join us on November 4 as guest speaker 
Ed Gogol, president of Final Options 
Illinois, will lead our discussion on the 
movement to promote legal change so that mentally competent, terminally ill adults can 
choose aid in dying, and so that physicians and loved ones can provide assistance. Aid-in-
dying is now legal in five U.S. states — California, Oregon, Washington, Vermont and 
Montana — all across Canada, and in several European countries. According to Final Options 
Illinois, “No one should ever be encouraged, let alone coerced, to do so, and the legal 
change we seek includes stringent protections for the vulnerable. But aid-in-dying must 
become a choice that is available to all mentally competent adults.  Anything less is 
barbarism.” 

 
Ed Gogol is an “accidental activist” in the aid-in-dying cause. He 
become involved when a dear friend, terminally ill with multiple 
sclerosis, asked for assistance in hastening her death. A lifelong 
Chicagoan, Ed is a graduate of the University of Chicago and 
Northwestern University’s Kellogg School of Management. 
 
Final Options Illinois is a statewide nonprofit, working for legal 
change to allow terminally ill adults the right to aid-in-dying. Final 
Options works in coalition with the national group Compassion & 
Choices. Find out more at www.finaloptionsillinois.org. 

 



www.KolHadash.com	

 

 
Sunday Adult Education 
November 20, 9:30 AM 

Deerfield High School 
 

Meet the Author! 
 

Katherine Ozment 

Grace Without God: 

The Search for 

Meaning, Purpose, 

and Belonging in a 

Secular Age 
 

 
As more and more of us leave the faith traditions in which we were 
raised, where do we go to find our people, our rituals, and a true sense 
of meaning and purpose? Join us as author Katherine Ozment discusses 
the changing American landscape and what the rising tide of religious 
disaffiliation means for individuals, families, and communities. 
 

 
 
Katherine Ozment is an award-winning 
journalist who has worked in publishing for more 
than twenty-five years, including as a senior 
editor at National Geographic. Her essays and 
articles have been widely published in such 
venues as National Geographic, The New York 
Times, and Salon. Born in Arkansas, she has 
lived on both coasts but now resides with her 
husband and three children in Chicago. You can 
find her on Facebook (katherineozmentauthor), 
Twitter (@katherineozment), or her website  
(www.katherineozment.com). 

 
Grace Without God will be available for purchase and to 
be signed by the author at the November 20 event. 

“Grace Without God fundamentally 

changed the way I will raise my 

children.” 

—STEVEN D. LEVITT, bestselling 

coauthor of Freakonomics  

 

“Whether you are atheist, spiritual-

but-not-religious, an occasional 

meditator, or a confused seeker, 

Grace Without God will help answer 

life’s big questions.” 

—LAURA FRASER, author of An 

Italian Affair 
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  Exp lor ing Jewish books with Rabbi Chalom 
 

The Imperial Wife 
by Irina Reyn 

 
The Spertus Institute 

One Book | One Community 
Selection for 2016 

 
Wednesday, December 14 

7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 

 
This month’s Sefer Circle [sefer is Hebrew for 
“book”], provides an opportunity for Kol 
Hadash to explore the same book as many 
other Jewish groups across Chicagoland in 
December: The Imperial Wife, the 2016 One 
Book | One Community selection of the 
Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning and 
Leadership. In The Imperial Wife, Irina Reyn intertwines the stories of two determined 
immigrants. One is a rising Jewish/Russian art specialist at a top New York auction house in 
the present day. The other is the future Catherine the Great (up-and-coming empress) as she 
maneuvers through the 18th-century Russian court. Join us as Rabbi Chalom leads our 
discussion and brings his unique perspective to this fascinating story of contemporary Jewish 
identity, the power of immigrant identity, and the links between past and present histories.  

 
 

Sefer Circle discussions are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

	

Visit	 www.spertus.edu/OneBook	 for	
information	 about	 the	 One	 Book	 |	 One	
Community	 selection	 and	 December	
appearances	in	Chicago	by	author	Irina	Reyn.	



 
 

 
 

 

HANUKKAH PARTY & 
LUNCHEON 

 
Sunday, December 11 
11:00 AM-12:30 PM 
Deerfield High School 
1959 Waukegan Rd, Deerfield 

 
$12 per person — ages 13 and older 
$10 per person — ages 3–12 
No Charge — children under 3 years old 

 
Main courses are provided. Each family brings a side dish, salad or dessert to serve 10–12 and 
their own menorah (candles provided).	Food may not contain peanuts, tree nuts of any kind, or 
sesame seeds, due to life-threatening allergies among our students. Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
REGISTER ONLINE AT http://tinyurl.com/z7roz4p  
OR return form below and payment by December 4 to Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069. Questions? Contact Dawn (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931). 

 
Please list each person’s name & children’s ages. 

1. _____________________________________ 2. _____________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________ 4. _____________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________ 6. _____________________________________ 

7. _____________________________________ 8. _____________________________________ 
  
We will bring a:   __ side dish     __ salad     __ dessert 

Name:  ______________________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed: $ ___________ (Make check payable to Kol Hadash…RSVP by December 4) 
 

Please consider adding a tax-deductible donation to support this and other Sunday School 
special activities. Donors will be listed as co-sponsors in the Shofar newsletter. THANK YOU! 

$12 OFFSET COST OF A MEAL • $24 OFFSET COST OF 2 MEALS • $50 THANK THE ORGANIZERS • $100 BE AMAZING! 
 
 
 
 
           Hanukkah 2016 

CLIP HERE AND RETURN FORM BELOW WITH PAYMENT  
 

We	will	be	collecting	
holiday	gifts	and	
food	pantry	items	
for	charitable	
donations	



 
 
 
 

Please join us in this year’s 
 

Holiday Gift Giving Program 
 

The Kol Hadash Community Service Committee is collecting gifts for needy 
children by participating in the Community Alternatives Unlimited holiday 
giveaway program. 
 
Community Alternatives Unlimited is a charitable organization that provides 
assistance to people with developmental and mental disabilities. It serves 
people who live in poverty in the northern suburbs of Cook and Lake Counties, 
including children who are indigent and wards of the state.  For more 
information on Community Alternatives Unlimited, please visit their website 
www.cau.org. 
 
You can drop off your gifts at these Kol Hadash events: 
 

Progressive Dinner — November 5 
Family Hanukkah Luncheon & Party — December 11 

 
Gifts should be unwrapped or wrapped in neutral paper (no Hanukkah or 
Christmas paper, please!) and be labeled by gender and age range so that the 
right child will receive them. 

Here are some gift ideas: 
School supplies  

Puzzles, blocks, other educational toys  
Craft items, arts & crafts kits  

Board games, handheld electronic games  
Stuffed animals, dolls 

Paperback books, especially in Spanish  
Hats, mittens, scarves  

Cosmetics, nail polish for pre-teens and teens  
Hair accessories  

Sleepwear, slippers, socks  
Sweaters 

For more information, please contact Glynis Hirsch at  
847-945-8420 or Ghirsch@dist113.org 



 
 

 
 
	

	
 

 
 
Hanukkah Storytimes for Young Children 

	
	

Learn	about	Hanukkah	with	stories,	songs,	and	activities	especially	for	children	ages	0-2	with	a	
parent	or	caregiver	(older	children	welcome).	Rabbi	Adam	Chalom	and	Education	Director	Dawn	
Friedman	of	Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	lead	these	storytime	sessions.		
	

Get	to	know	other	families	in	your	community!	
Resources	for	celebrating	Hanukkah	in	your	home	will	be	provided.	

	
Wednesday,	December	14	

10:30-11:00	AM	•	The	Book	Bin,	1151	Church	Street,	Northbrook	
	

Sunday,	December	18	
10:30-11:00	AM	•	Deerfield	Barnes	&	Noble,	728	North	Waukegan	Road	

	
	
	

Kol	 Hadash	 Humanistic	 Congregation	 is	 a	 welcoming,	 thinking	 community	 of	 Humanists	 who	
celebrate	 Jewish	 traditions	 together	 with	 open	minds	 and	 hearts.	 Interfaith/intercultural	 and	
LGBT	families	are	very	welcome.		

	
	

Questions?	Contact	info@KolHadash.com	•	RSVP	at	http://www.juf.org/holidays101	
For	information	on	all	jBaby	programs,	visit:	http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

 

This	 program	 is	made	 possible	 by	 a	 grant	 from	
jBaby	 Chicago,	 a	 program	 of	 the	 Jewish	
Federation	of	Metropolitan	Chicago. 



November 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 
Steering Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

4 
Discussion Shabbat, Aid 
in Dying: The Ultimate 
Human Right; Guest 
Speaker Ed Gogol of 
Final Options Illinois, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

5 
Bat Mitzvah of Rylie Max, 
10:30 AM @ Unitarian 
Church 
 
 
Progressive Dinner 
Starts @ 6:00 PM 
Locations TBA 

SET CLOCKS BACK 1 HOUR!            6 
Sunday School w/PreK, 
YEC+Membership Mtg, Conf 
Class Field Trip, 9:30 

Staff Mtg, 11:30 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

7 ELECTION DAY                  8 
 

9 
Strategic Planning Committee 
Mtg, 7:30 PM @ KH Office 
 
Book Club, My Grandmother 
Asked Me to Tell You She’s 
Sorry, 7:30 PM @ Home of 
Marla & Craig Davishoff 

10 
 

VETERANS DAY                     11 
 

12 
Movie Club, The 
Farewell Party, 6:00 PM 
@ Home of Leora 
Hatchwell/Tom McCune 

13 
Sunday School, 4th/5th 
Grades Parents Mtg, 9:30 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

 

14 
Finance Committee Mtg, 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

15 
Adult Ed, The Nature of 
People, 7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

16 
Membership Committee Mtg., 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 
 
 

17 

 

18 
Shabbat Service, 2016 
Election Review, 7:30 
PM @ Unitarian Church 

19 
 

20 
Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30 

Adult Ed/Meet the Author 
Katherine Ozment (Grace 
Without God), 9:30 

Youth Group, 11:10 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

21 
 

22 
 

23 

 

THANKSGIVING               24 
 

25 
 
 
 

26 

27 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  

28 29 
Adult Ed, Truth, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

30 
 

   

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



December 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Steering Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

2 
Discussion Shabbat, 
Today’s Antisemitism, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 
 

3 
 

            4 
Sunday School, Conf Class 
Field Trip, Adult Ed, 9:30 

Staff Mtg, 11:30 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

5 6 
Adult Ed, Ethics, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Shabbat Service, Guest 
Speaker Chris Johnson 
(A Better Life: 100 
Atheists Speak Out…), 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

10 
 

11 
EARLY Hebrew/Mitzvah, 
9:00 AM 

Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30 

Hanukkah Celebration & 
Lunch, 11:00 AM 

 

12 
 

13 
Adult Ed, Politics, 7:30 PM 
@ Unitarian Church 

14 
Hanukkah Storytime, 
10:30AM @ The Book Bin, 
Northbrook 
 
Sefer Circle: The Imperial 
Wife (Spertus’s One Book, 
One Community), 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Chruch 
 
 

15 

 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Hanukkah Storytime, 
10:30AM @ Barnes & Noble, 
Deerfield 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
First night of 

Hanukkah 

 

25 
Second night oF 

Hanukkah 

 

26 
Third night of 

Hanukkah 

 

27 
Fourth night of 

Hanukkah 

 

28 
Fifth night of 

Hanukkah 

 
 

29  
Sixth night of 

Hanukkah 

 

30 
Seventh night of 

Hanukkah 

 

31 
Eighth night of 

Hanukkah 
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