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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
Who Needs Rabbis? 

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

It’s a DIY (do it yourself) era, even in Jewish life. 
This is not entirely new, especially for Humanistic Jews. Many of our 

families have put together their own Passover Haggadahs or celebrated 
Hanukkah (or Hanukkah and Christmas) in their own original ways. Our 
personalized Bar/Bat Mitzvah program is one of the best expressions of 
our twin values of connection with Jewish culture and the freedom to 
seek personal meaning through new creativity. 

And Humanistic Judaism cannot even claim to be the first generation 
of secular Jews to be creative in this way. In America and Europe, 
secular Jewish schools and communities in the early 20th century 
created new Yiddish songs, blessings and celebrations to mark Jewish 
festivals in ways that were consistent with their values and beliefs. In 

the land of Israel even before there was a state, kibbutz Jews celebrated coming of age and weddings and 
funerals without clergy or traditional theology, but in ways that were both rooted in Jewish life and relevant 
to where and how they lived.  

So what’s new about today’s DIY Judaism? More people are doing more things for themselves than ever 
before. One hundred years ago, most Jews, even secular Jews, would turn to rabbis for wedding or funerals; 
today a friend or family member can be easily ordained on the internet to perform the ceremony. The 
answer to any question on Jewish history or practice is just a Google search away. So who needs rabbis 
anymore? 

It all depends on whether you think weddings, or Jewish life in general, are more like mowing the lawn or 
like plumbing. 

When it comes to mowing my lawn, I can choose to hire professionals who will do a really crisp job with 
very little work or bother for me. Or I can do it myself or ask a friend to do it for me, which will be cheaper 
but will take more effort and may not be as neat and trim (especially if I have never done it or do not have 
an edger). But no great harm is done with the DIY approach, since it’s only a lawn. Likewise, if I believe 
wedding officiation does not require training, experience or expertise, I may be just fine with friends or 
family. They know me better, and the price is right. 

On the other hand, maybe weddings or Jewish life is like plumbing or electrical work – no one can stop me 
from opening up the circuit breaker panel and going to work, but for many the risk of something going wrong 
or the desire for competent work in these vital systems motivates us to call a professional. The more 
important our Jewish connections are, the more useful we will find the professional services of someone 
trained in Jewish history, culture, thought and ceremony. 

Of course, the best rabbis work as partners with the families and communities they serve, creating Jewish 
experiences that are both rooted and relevant. They are authorities without being authoritarian, experts 
with open expectations. Even if you like to DIY, some expert help can still be part of the process. 
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View from the Chair 
by Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor 
(scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
Happy May! It feels good to be 
leaving April behind. I’m hoping 
for some better spring weather 
this month! 

It was wonderful to see the 
great turnout for our community 
Passover seder at Bluegrass 
Restaurant last week. As always, 
Rabbi Chalom led a wonderful 
“order,” and Laura Burk’s voice 
and guitar were much 

appreciated. It’s one of the most enjoyable ways to celebrate Passover! 
As I mentioned back in my November column, families like our Kol 

Hadash community celebrate good times together and work together to 
overcome challenges. I would like to update all of you on our financial 
challenge this year and what we have done and are doing to meet this 
challenge successfully. 

There is both good news and bad news to report. The unanticipated 
net loss in members did create a negative effective on our budget this 
year, primarily because the expenses had already been budgeted for our 
fixed costs, such as rent and salaries. The good news is that the changes 
we were able to implement did have a good effect. For example, we 
have reduced the cost of producing the Shofar by 50 percent, because 
many of you are now reading this on your electronic devices. The other 
goods news is that several family members have stepped up and offered 
their services and donations that will directly help reduce our deficit 
and put us on a path to better promote our wonderful congregation in 
more exciting ways. Thank you! 

The challenge has also been taken up by our Steering Committee, 
Finance Committee, Development Committee and Youth Education 
Committee. They are all currently reviewing our proposed budget for 
next year, which begins July 1, in order to develop creative ways to 
generate more income. And they are taking a hard look at trimming 
expenses where possible — and doing so in a way that may actually 
enhance our current programs, services and events. The Strategic 
Planning Committee will be requesting input from the entire 
congregation on how they view the congregation, as well as discussing 
alternative membership dues structures as part of a new long-term plan.  

At this point, in order to finish our current year on a brighter note, I 
am making two requests of our family members: 
1. If you are able to make a donation to help close our books with a 

smaller loss, or no loss at all, please consider making one additional 
contribution this year. There are a number of funds listed on our 
website and in this Shofar. Also, please watch for a mailing from our 
Development Committee announcing a special matching gift 
program. 

2. Consider asking any interested family, friends or neighbors to join 
you for a Shabbat service, an Adult Education session, or any Kol 
Hadash event. 
The best way to combat budget deficits and member losses is to 

welcome new members to our community. An additional 10-15 new 
members each year eliminates our financial challenge and allows us to 
easily sustain and grow our community. Our upcoming events are listed 
throughout this Shofar, in our weekly emails and on our website, so 
please join us, and bring guests. 

I look forward to seeing all of you soon. Until then, here’s hoping 
May truly brings us an actual spring! 

 
Sheila 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 
Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Larry Dworsky, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 
Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson, 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson & Kim Stone, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to all 
members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Languages 
Tuesday, May 3, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Jewish life balances acculturation with distinct identity: learning the 
languages of the people around us while writing in our ancient 
alphabet and our distinctive vocabulary. It’s much deeper than 
Yiddish curse words!  

Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israeli Independence Day) Shabbat Service, led 
by 7th/8th Grade Class 
Friday, May 6, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Leora Hatchwell’s 7th and 8th graders have been studying American 
Jewish History and Israel this year. They will share their thoughts on 
Jewish identity — in America, in Israel and in their own lives — as 
they lead this Shabbat service commemorating Israel’s 
independence. This service is intended for adults and children in 
middle school and above. The class families will host the oneg. 

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Varieties of Jewish Cultures 
Tuesday, May 10, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
What do the many varieties of Jewish cultures from around the globe 
have in common? Where do they diverge? How have various climates, 
surrounding cultures, and unique histories created internal Jewish 
diversity? 

Confirmation Shabbat Service 
Friday, May 13, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Confirmation marks the graduation from Sunday School. Join us for 
this special Shabbat service during which each of David Hirsch’s 
students gives a speech about a topic they have studied that 
interested them and how their beliefs have shaped their lives. This 
service is one of the highlights of our year! 

Adult Education: Make Your Own Mezuzah 
Sunday, May 15, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
One of the joys of Humanistic Judaism is the freedom to creatively 
reinterpret our inheritance. If we were to design and fill our own 
mezuzahs to mark the doorposts of our homes, what would we 
choose? Join us for a fascinating Adult Ed session with Rabbi Chalom, 
after which adults are invited to join Sunday School students in 
making their own family mezuzahs. 

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Conclusions 
Tuesday, May 17, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Jewish culture is not only our inheritance; it is also ours to create. The more we know of what came before us, the more 
creative we can be in a rooted way, transforming what we have received in light of who we are. 

Book Club: Moving Day by Jonathan Stone 
Wednesday, May 18, 7:30PM • Kol Hadash Office 
This month’s Book Club selection is a suspenseful novel about an elderly New England man who is robbed of all his 
possession as he is moving, and his pursuit of the thieves resurrects difficult memories of his childhood as a Jew in Poland 
during the Holocaust. All are welcome to join us for Book Club discussions! Questions? Contact Stacey Max 
(bookclub@KolHadash.com).  

Shabbat Service: Something Greater than Ourselves  
Friday, May 20, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Are Humanistic Jews “spiritual”? We certainly appreciate inspiration, even though we are more comfortable uplifting our 
spirits than communicating with them! We strive to meet the human needs religion addresses in secular ways. Can we 
provide a natural transcendence, feeling part of something greater than ourselves? We can, and we must. INVITE A 
FRIEND – This Shabbat service is an ideal opportunity to invite a Kol Hadash friend to join you. It just takes a phone 
call or an email! 

 

Confirmation 2016 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
invites you to join us in celebrating 

the Confirmation of 
 

Leo Harris 
son of Loren Deutsch & Jason Harris 

Daphne Kass 
daughter of Terry & Geoff Kass 

Zack Klein 
son of Alisa & Bruce Klein 

Kyle Lorenz 
son of Faye Eisenberg & Kurt Lorenz 

Skylar Max 
daughter of Stacey & Ethan Max 

Ben Simon 
son of Nancy Sohn & Mike Simon 

Raif Wexler 
son of Kim Stone & Ken Wexler 

 

 
 

Confirmation Shabbat Service 
Friday, May 13, 2016 

7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 
2100 Half Day Road, Deerfield 

 
Reception to follow service. 



 
 
 

  The entire Kol Hadash family is invited to join 
us for two terrific events on 

 

Sunday, May 1 
in the 

  
Deerfield High School Cafeteria 

 
Both events are free of charge and open to all 

members and guests! 

Maxwell Street Klezmer Band 
11:00 AM 

 
We are in for a treat as professional musicians 
from the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band join 
the student musicians of their Junior Klezmer 
Orchestra for a concert at Sunday School!  

 
 

Immediately after the concert, stay for a Pizza 
Lunch and participate in our annual  
 

Day of Action 
Community Service Project 

(11:30 AM-12:30 PM) 
 
We will be making no-sew fleece blankets for 
Chai Lifeline, an organization that supports 
families with children who face serious illnesses. 
This is an all-ages activity for parents and their 
children . . . and anyone who wishes to volunteer 
(with or without children)! 
 
If you plan to attend lunch, RSVP to Dawn 
Friedman (education@KolHadash.com) by April 
29 so we know how many people to expect. 
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

May is always a busy month, filled with events that mark the milestones in our 
lives, not least of which are graduations. On May 13, we will hold our 15th 
Confirmation Shabbat Service. Confirmation officially marks our students’ 
graduation from Sunday School, but in fact many students return to our school 
to work as classroom aides, serving as valuable role models for our younger 
students. They have also built a vibrant Youth Group, planning social activities, 
running our Purim Carnival, and attending the annual SHJ HuJews Teen 
Conclave, all the while deepening their own connections to Humanistic Judaism 
and their community. If you’re curious about the future of Humanistic Judaism 
— or indeed, just the future! — I encourage you to attend the Confirmation 
service this month. You are guaranteed an interesting evening. 

All congregants as well as families interested in learning more about Kol 
Hadash and our school are invited to our Sunday School Open House on Sunday, 
May 22, 10:00-11:30 AM, at Deerfield High School, featuring our 2nd/3rd Grade 
Model Wedding and a celebration of our 15th birthday, complete with cake and 
song.  

L’Shalom (to peace), 
Dawn Friedman 
Youth Education Director 
 

This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: May 1, 8, 15, 22 
Regular Classes, 9:30–11:30 AM • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah, 11:45 AM-
12:45 PM 

§ May 1: PreK joins K/1st class; Youth Education Committee Meeting; Klezmer 
Concert; Day of Action; deadline to purchase Memory Book greetings.  
Snack: Bagels (Pirates Booty available) 

§ May 8: PreK joins K/1st class.  
Snack: Apple Slices 

§ May 15: PreK joins K/1st class; Adult Education; Make Your Own Mezuzah; Staff 
Meeting & Youth Group Meeting; Last Day for Hebrew/Mitzvah Classes.  
Snack: Baby Carrots & Hummus 

§ May 22: PreK joins K/1st class; Open House; 2nd/3rd Grade Model Wedding; All-
School Party; no Hebrew/Mitzvah Classes.  
Snack: Bagels (Pirates Booty available) 

 
Have a Great Summer! 
Save the date: Sunday School returns with our Welcome Back Picnic on August 28,  
and our first day of Sunday School Classes is September 11! 

 
Sunday School News & Events 
ALL EVENTS AT DEERFIELD HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

Klezmer Concert & Day of Action 
Sunday, May 1 • Deerfield High School 
Klezmer Concert, 11:00–11:30; Lunch & Day of Action Project, 11:30–12:30 PM 
We are in for a treat on May 1 when professional musicians from the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band join the student 
musicians of their Junior Klezmer Orchestra for a concert at Sunday School. The entire school will attend . . . parents and 
friends are more than welcome to join us for this special event! Immediately after the concert, join us for pizza lunch 
and our annual Day of Action community service project: we will be making no-sew fleece blankets for Chai Lifeline, an 
organization that supports families with children who face serious illnesses. This is an all-ages activity for parents and 
their children. Questions & to RSVP, contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com). 

Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israeli Independence Day) Shabbat Service Led by Our 7th/8th Grade Class 
Friday, May 6, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Leora Hatchwell’s 7th and 8th graders have been studying American Jewish History and Israel 
this year. They will share their thoughts on Jewish identity — in America, in Israel and in their 
own lives — as they lead this Shabbat service commemorating Israel’s independence. This 
service is intended for adults and children in middle school and above. The class families will 
host the oneg. 
 
  

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food Restrictions 
Please note that food brought to 
Sunday School may not contain any 
peanuts, tree nuts (including 
almonds), or sesame seeds, due to 
severe allergies among our 
students. This includes snacks or 
lunches brought to Sunday School 
and Hebrew School, as well as any 
foods brought to meetings or events 
at DHS. We cannot allow snacks 
from home due to other student 
allergies. Thank you for your 
cooperation! 
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Make Your Own Mezuzah: Education for the Entire Family 
Sunday, May 15 (rescheduled from April 24) 
Adult Education: 9:30-11:00 AM • Family Education: 11:00–11:30 AM  
One of the joys of Humanistic Judaism is the freedom to creatively reinterpret our inheritance. If we were to design and 
fill our own mezuzahs to mark the doorposts of our homes, what would we choose? Join us as Kol Hadashians of all ages 
explore this question as part of our year-long education in Jewish art. Students will learn about the origins and 
significance of the mezuzah in classrooms while at the same time, parents are invited to an Adult Education session on 
the subject with Rabbi Chalom. At 11:00 AM, adults and students will come together in the music room to make their own 
family mezuzahs.  
    This program is part of our year-long art curriculum, funded by a grant from the Community Foundation for Jewish 
Education, an agency of the Jewish United Fund of Metropolitan Chicago. 
 
 

Last Day of Sunday School: May 22 
All-School Party — Celebrate Our 15th Birthday! 

Sunday School Open House             2nd/3rd Grade Model Wedding 
Our last day of the year will be busy, festive, and memorable!  
§ Sunday School Open House, 10:00-11:30 AM • Current members and families interested in learning more about Kol 

Hadash and our education program are invited to attend an open house (and stay for our party!). Rabbi Chalom and 
Youth Education Director Dawn Friedman will be available to talk to families at 10:00.  

§ 2nd/3rd Grade Model Wedding, 10:30-11:00 AM • Lisa Kane Weaver’s & Irene Chase’s 2nd and 3rd graders will present 
their Model Wedding, the culmination of their studies of Jewish life cycle events this year. All are welcome, 
invitations not required!  

§ End-of-Year Party, 11:00-11:30 • This year’s all-school party will be a special one as we celebrate Kol Hadash’s 15th 
birthday with congratulations, singing, and cake! All are welcome! 

 
 
Youth Education Committee (YEC) Meeting: May 1, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Our YEC serves as a combination school board and PTO, setting policy and coordinating school events and family 
programs. During the school year, the monthly meetings are during Sunday School. Join us for the last meeting of the 
school year.  Meetings are open to all congregants. For more information, contact YEC Co-Chairs Karen Jackson and Kim 
Stone (YEC@KolHadash.com). 
 
Youth Group Meeting: May 15, 11:30 AM–12:30 PM 
The Kol Hadash Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade and up. Students plan their own programming, with advisor 
Aleya Schwartz. RSVP by May 13 for lunch to Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com). 
 

   

Mazel Tov! 
Mazel tov to Grayson Landsman, son of Lisa & Jon Landsman, and 
their entire family, on the occasion of Grayson’s April 16 Bar 
Mitzvah. For his Bar Mitzvah presentation, Grayson traced the history 
of Jewish communities throughout the world, focusing on three 
locations: Casablanca, Morocco; Cape Town, South Africa; and 
Mumbai, India. His speech provided a fascinating exploration into the 
similarities and differences in Jewish culture everywhere. 

A big thumbs-up to our 6th-grade class and teacher 
Stacey Max for their wonderful class-led Shabbat 
service March 18. Focusing on their curriculum theme 
of community, the class, their families and guests 
gathered for a special Shabbat dinner, which was 
followed by their insightful and inspirational service 
presentation.  
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Purim Fun! 

 
 
  

Our Purim Carnival was a great success this year, 
featuring a raucous megillah and the unveiling of the 
first panels of our new illuminated megillah — a three-
year project in which each class illustrates a different 
segment of the story. Students, parents and guests then 
enjoyed a super-fun carnival with several new features 
this year: notably the Whack-a-Haman game (think 
about it) and the instant hit: our Purim Photo Booth, run 
by Aleya Schwartz. We think perhaps the adults 
enjoyed the Photo Booth as much (or more?) as the 
kids! 

Many thanks to Youth Group Advisor Aleya 
Schwartz and the Youth Group members who planned 
and ran our Purim Carnival on March 20: Levi 
Davishoff, Elana Gibson, Sophie Gibson, Ella 
Harris, Leo Harris, Jonah Hirsch, Daphne Kass, 
Zach Klein, Alec Ratnaswamy, Julia Ratnaswamy, 
Cara Schwartz and Leena Schwartz, and with help 
from 7th graders Golda Harris, Bennett Davishoff, 
and Isabel Perlin.   

And thank you to the adults who also helped with 
setup, cleanup, and ticket and food sales: Sandra & 
Giovanni Aristodemo, AJ Chalom, Marla & Craig 
Davishoff, Faye Eisenberg, Karen & Chris Jackson, 
Nancy Soren & Neal Katz, Lisa Landsman, Diane & 
David Sandler, Mark Friedman. 

Thanks to our photographers Aleya Schwartz, 
Leena Schwartz, and Mark Friedman for their 
contributions to this page. 

  

More Purim Photos Online 
Do you want to see more photos of 
our Purim Carnival? Join the KH 
School Flickr Page to view Sunday 
School photo albums dating back to 
our founding school year, 2001-
2002! Email kolhadash_school 
@yahoo.com to request access. 
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Community Service Corner 
 

Three volunteer opportunities . . . and one more! 
 
Sunday, May 1, 11:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
Fleece Blanket Project for Chai Lifeline 
No sewing skills required. Chai Lifeline helps families cope with 
pediatric illness, loss or trauma. Join us on Sunday, May 1, 
immediately following Sunday School, for this fun, easy and 
very meaningful project. This is a great activity for families, 
and members of all ages. Volunteers are more than welcome to 
join us for the all-school klezmer concert at 11:00 AM and stay 
for the blanket project! 

Saturday, May 7, 9:00 AM • Independence Grove Forest Preserve 
EmpowerRun 5k Walk/Run for A Safe Place 
Not for runners only. Help A Safe Place provide life-saving 
support, healthy meals and safety to survivors of domestic 
violence by registering for the Kol Hadash team in the 
EmpoweRun on May 7 at Independence Grove Forest Preserve. 
To register for the run, visit http://tinyurl.com/hnaj4kw and 
enter team name “Kol Hadash” on the second page of the 
registration. If you want to donate to support the Kol Hadash 
team, visit http://tinyurl.com/jy2f36f. 

Friday, May 13, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Donate Books & Magazines for A Safe Place 
The Confirmation Shabbat service on May 13 will be the last day 
to donate books and magazines for A Safe Place residents. 
Please visit the following web page to review their Wish List of 
needed materials: http://tinyurl.com/j5mb3hx. 

And one more…! 

Myers Place Dinner and More (coming in June…Date TBD) 
We are organizing our first Dinner and More for the residents of Myers Place, a Mount Prospect supportive 
housing development for people with disabilities and home to the daughter of one of our members. We will 
need cooks and servers, musicians and singers and friendly faces. 
  

KH Kids at Conclave 
On the first weekend in March, 
ten Kol Hadash students attended 
the HuJews Teen Conclave in 
downtown Chicago, where they 
were joined by dozens of other 
Humanistic Jewish teenagers from 
around the nation. The theme of 
the weekend was “Unanswered 
Questions,” and during their 
three days of exploration, fun, 
and bonding, the teens also 
engaged in a number of 
community service activities to 
assist several Chicago-area 
charities. Thanks to Youth Group 
Advisor Aleya Schwartz for 
accompanying our kids (and for 
this great photo!). 
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“We can’t use this!” was Marty and Ilana Shaffer’s reaction when they were 
planning to host their first Passover seder and could not find a haggadah 
consistent with their beliefs. Uncomfortable with the language in a traditional 
haggadah, they decided to make their own. They searched the Internet and 
found a haggadah on the website of Machar, the Washington, D.C., Humanistic 
Jewish congregation. They liberally borrowed language from that haggadah and 
others (with proper citations, of course!) and have used their homemade 
haggadah ever since. 

Pleased with their final product, Marty and Ilana sent their haggadah to 
family members. Their brother-in-law immediately printed ten copies for use at 
his own seder but made the mistake of “judging the book by its beautiful 
cover,” and it wasn’t until he got to the second page during his traditional 
seder that he realized the haggadah did not mention God! 

After their haggadah project, the Shaffers were thrilled to discover that 
there was a Humanistic congregation in the Chicago area. Although they lived in 
the city at the time, they came to a Kol Hadash Shabbat service, where they 
met Rabbi Chalom and other “very friendly people.” By the time their children 
were ready for Sunday School, they had moved to Deerfield and “felt lucky” to 
have a Humanistic Jewish congregation nearby. 

Marty grew up in Highland Park and attended a conservative synagogue. He 
knew about the existence of Humanistic Judaism when he was in college at 

Yale. He even bought a book by the movement’s founder, Rabbi Sherwin Wine. But he did nothing more at this time to 
pursue his interest.   

Ilana grew up in a conservative home in Oklahoma City (the only Jewish family in her elementary school) and then in 
Atlanta. She started questioning religion at a young age — unable to reconcile Darwin with the Bible — but stayed closely 
connected to Judaism through her local BBYO chapter and then in college through her involvement in Hillel at the 
University of Michigan.  

After college, Ilana moved to Chicago and worked as the director of marketing communications for a non-profit.  
Three years after moving here, she and Marty met at a Jewish singles event. Marty is a lawyer in the Lake County Public 
Defender’s Office and the supervisor of the Juvenile Division. Ilana is a stay-at-home mom for their two children, nine-
year old Elyse (3rd grade Sunday School) and five-year old Gabriel (pre-K Sunday School).   

The Shaffers joined Kol Hadash three years ago. Ilana is a member of the YEC, and Marty happily completed a full 
year of Rabbi Chalom’s Adult Education course, proudly noting that he missed only one session. He describes the 
experience as a college seminar course, only without the annoying papers or required readings.   

Both Marty and Ilana are thrilled that Kol Hadash enables them to align their beliefs with their actions and not worry 
about what their children are being taught in Sunday School. (They still have a children’s religious board book given to 
them by the P.J. Library which they redacted with a black marker to the point that it looks like a top secret CIA 
document.) In fact, they have confidence that the Sunday School mirrors their beliefs and appreciate that it encourages 
their children to think critically and always to question.   

Three things that few people at Kol Hadash know about Ilana and Marty: 
1. Marty likes to build and launch high-powered rockets, proving that you don’t have to be a “rocket scientist” to do 

it! His current rocket project has Hebrew lettering, and Rabbi Chalom helped. 
2. You might already know this if you’ve stood near Ilana during congregational singing:  she is tone-deaf.  But, 

nobody can beat her at 80’s pop music “Name That Tune.”   
3. Their second date ended with Marty in the emergency room getting stitches in his chin. His clumsiness didn’t scare 

Ilana away — in fact, they went to Great America on their next date. 

M e e t  K o l  H a da s h !  
 

M e e t  

Ilana & Marty Shaffer 

Follow Us Online 
No, the Shofar cannot include all the news that’s fit to print. Follow Kol Hadash 
on Facebook to see photos, receive program info and reminders and interact with 
members. You can also help promote Kol Hadash to your social network by 
“liking” and reposting Kol Hadash news and photos.  
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 
Kol Hadash Annual Meeting 
All members are encouraged to attend our Annual 
Meeting on June 10, 7:30 PM, at the Unitarian Church. 
This business meeting of the congregation is held 
annually during the last month of our fiscal year (June 
30). The Steering Committee will present the 2016-17 
budget for discussion, and reports on our programming, 
youth education, membership and other key areas of 
interest will be provided. After the business meeting, we 
will celebrate the 15th anniversary of the congregation! 
Join us! 

Share Your Spring Graduation Nachas! 
Kol Hadash parents and grandparents — graduation 
season upon us, and we’d love to help you share your 
nachas (pride) with the KH family. If you have a child or 
grandchild graduating from high school or college this 
spring, send us details (School? Degree? Honors? Next 
steps?). We will include your news in the June Shofar. 
Contact shofar@KolHadash.com.  

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting one of our Oneg Shabbats is an easy and fun way 
to get involved at Kol Hadash and meet new friends. 
Upcoming available dates include May 20, June 3, July 8 
& 29, and August 5, 19 & 26. Interested? Contact David 
Hirsch (oneg@KolHadash.com). 
 

Thank You! 
• To Laura & Ken Burk for hosting the Oneg at our 

April 15 Shabbat service. 
 

Family News & Events 
• Wishing Gil Feldman a swift recovery from recent 

medical treatment. 
• Wishing Marty Shaffer a swift recovery from recent 

medical treatment. 
 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the May 20 Shabbat 
service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If there is a 
name missing or if you would like to have a name read at 
the service, please contact the Kol Hadash office (847-
383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

William Addelson Sol Adler 
Richard Cohn Caryl Cole 
David Davis Henry Feldman 
Edward Fisher Nathan Goldberg 
Gertrude Hart Michael Hatchwell 
Ellen Holmes Sy Passen 
Rosalind Podolin Barry Raben 
Ethel Rittenberg Irving Rittenberg 
Mary Sheck Leonard Shepard 
Philip Shoolin Emil Simon 
                       Rose Sohn 

 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Paul Krouse May 7 
Irene Chase May 9 
Paula Harris May 10 
Andi Kenney May 10 
Joel Shoolin May 10 
Caleb Saks  May 12 
Eric Kenney May 16 
Liam Race May 16 
Tamar Schwartz May 16 
Louise Neidorf May 18 
Michael Fisher May 19 
Gertie Harris May 19 
David Hirsch May 19 
Mark Friedman May 20 
Erika Von Kirchbach May 20 
Fredrik Von Kirchbach May 20 
Levi Corelitz May 21 
Ella Harris May 22 
Eva Friedman May 24 
Julia Ratnaswamy May 26 
Eleanor Altman May 28 
Chip Kass May 30 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Tamar & Ronald Schwartz  May 3 
Susan Wauldron Jerris & Bruce Jerris  May 21 
Mary Vanderbedk Parker & Dan Parker  May 27 
Robyn & Joel Corelitz  May 28 

 
✡ 
 

 

Celebrate & Remember with Kol Hadash 
A contribution to Kol Hadash is a meaningful 
way to express your wishes of sympathy, joy, 
congrats or mazel tov for your Kol Hadash 
family and friends' life events. Gifts received 
before June 30, 2016, will be matched by a 
Kol Hadash donor.  

 
June 3 Shabbat Service 
June 10 KH Birthday Celebration/Annual Mtg 
July 8 Shabbat Service 
July 13 Ravinia Night 
July 20 Book Club  
July 29 Shabbat Service 
August 5 Shabbat Service 
August 19  Shabbat Service 
August 26 Shabbat Service 
August 28 Sunday School Welcome Back Picnic 
September 11 First Day of Sunday School 
October 2 Rosh Hashana Eve 
October 3 Rosh Hashana Day 
October 11 Yom Kippur Eve 
October 12 Yom Kippur Day 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 
Weiss Choir Fund  

Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund 
To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its 
gratitude to the following individuals, whose donations were received in the last month. 
 
Dawn Friedman, in appreciation of the wonderful work of our 2015-16 Kol Hadash teaching staff, Laura Burk, Irene Chase, Mark 
Friedman, Leora Hatchwell, David Hirsch, Lisa Kane Weaver, Stacey Max, Aleya Schwartz, David Steiner, and of course, Rabbi Adam 
Chalom 

Dawn & Mark Friedman, to the Youth Group Fund, in appreciation of our 2015-16 Sunday School classroom aides: Ella Harris, Jonah 
Hirsch, Jackson Kramer, Alec Ratnaswamy, Cara Schwartz, Leena Schwartz 

Ellen Gabriel, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fun, in celebration of Grayson Landsman’s Bar Mitzvah 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Weiss Choir Fund 

 

 
Kol Hadash thanks Mike Lippitz & Sue Wagner for their generous donation to the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band. Their 
donation is funding the band’s special appearance at our Sunday School on Sunday, May 1. Everyone is invited . . . please 
join us at 11:00 AM in the Deerfield High School cafeteria for a fun time! 
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are five Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 
Y Kol Hadash General Fund — contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities. 

Y Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund  — used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes. 

Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance with charitable 
organizations. 

 

Y Weiss Choir Fund — contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program. 
 

Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — contributions support Youth Group programs and activities. 
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  



May 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Sunday School w/PreK, YEC 
Mtg, 9:30  

Klezmer Concert, 11:00 

Day of Action Blanket-Making 
Project, 11:30-12:30 

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 

2 3 
Adult Education/ 
Jewish Culture, 
Languages, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 
Knitting Club, 7:30 PM 
@ KH Office 

4 Yom Ha-Shoah              5 
 
Steering Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

6 
Shabbat Service/Yom 
Ha’Atzmout Led by 
7th/8th Grades, 7:30 PM & 
Unitarian Church 

7 
Community Service 
EmpoweRun, 9:00 AM @ 
Independence Grove, 
Libertyville 
 

Mothers Day                                           8 

Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30  

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 
 

9 10 
Adult Education/ 
Jewish Culture, 
Varieties of Jewish 
Cultures, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

Yom HaZikaron                     11 
Israel Memorial Day 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut         12 
Israeli Independence Day 

13 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFIRMATION 
SHABBAT SERVICE 

7:30 PM 
UNITARIAN CHURCH 

14 
 

15 
Sunday School w/PreK, Adult 
Education, 9:30  

Make Your Own Mezuzah 
Family Program, 11:00 AM 

Youth Group; Staff Mtg, 
11:30 

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 

16 
 

17 
Adult Education/ 
Jewish Culture, 
Conclusions, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 

18 
Book Club, Moving Day, 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

19 

 

20 
Shabbat Service, 
Something Greater Than 
Ourselves, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

21 

22 
LAST DAY of Sunday School 
w/PreK, 9:30 

Open House for Prospective 
Families, 10:00 

2nd/3rd Grade Model 
Wedding, 10:30 

All-School End-of-Year Party, 
11:00 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

 26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 31     

 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



June 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 
Steering Committee Mtg., 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

3 
Shabbat Service, 7:30 PM 
@ Unitarian Church 

4 
 

5 6 7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

KOL HADASH 15TH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 

SHABBAT SERVICE 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 
 

15 
Membership Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 
 

16 

 

17 
 

18 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Storytime for Young 
Children (Shabbat), 
10:30 AM @ Deerfield 
Barnes & Noble 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Storytime for Young Children 
(Shabbat), 10:30 AM @ 
Vernon Hills Barnes & Noble 
 
 

27 28 29 30   
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A great way to: 

Ý HONOR your child(ren)’s studies 
Ý CELEBRATE a Bar/Bat Mitzvah or 

Confirmation 
Ý THANK a teacher 
Ý SUPPORT our school 

 
Greetings are just $12 each or  
2 for $20. 

How To Do It? Easy! 
1.  Email your greetings to Dawn Friedman  
     (education@KolHadash.com).  
2.  Mail your payment to Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Rd, Suite 

123, Lincolnshire IL 60069.  
3.  Or order your greetings online at http://tinyurl.com/z9z7mjw  
3.  HURRY! Greetings must be received by May 1. 
 
Questions? Contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-

8931) 
 

---------------------------------------Clip here and submit with check BEFORE May 1-------------------------------------- 
I have sent Dawn Friedman the text for my Memory Book greetings. My payment is enclosed. (NOTE: If you do not have 
email, write your greeting and include with this form.) 
 
Your Name______________________________________    Phone________________________ 
 
Email__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Payment Enclosed: $___________ ($12 each, 2 for $20) 
Please make checks payable to Kol Hadash. 

Or you can skip the snail mail…order your greetings online at http://tinyurl.com/z9z7mjw 
Yearbook 2016 

Publish Your Greetings in the  

Greetings appear business-card size (2” x 3 1/2”). Email us your 
text and we’ll lay it out for you! Only personal greetings 
accepted; no ads for businesses or services, please. 
 



	



 
 

Ravinia Night! 
A Kol Hadash Evening for the Entire Family 
DATE:  Wednesday, July 13 
TIME:  6:30 Dinner, 8:00 Concert 
WHERE:  The Ravinia Lawn — bring chairs 
WHAT:  BYO Picnic, Pot Luck Dessert, Concert & Video! 
COST:  $25 Ravinia Lawn Admission (buy your tickets directly 

from Ravinia) 

Join your Kol Hadash friends for an evening of thrilling sounds and 
sights! Bring your own picnic and a pot-luck dessert to share with the 
group. Park opens at 5:00; meeting place on the Ravinia lawn to be 
determined.  

RSVP to: info@KolHadash.com so we’ll know you’re coming! 

 
 

THE PLANETS: AN HD ODYSSEY 
The Chicago Symphony Orchestra 

Women of the Chicago Symphony Chorus 

 
 

The July 13 Ravinia program is sure to arouse any 
Humanist’s awe in nature. The concert features two 
works associated with the wonder of space: The 
Planets by Gustav Holst and Also Sprach Zarathustra 
by Richard Strauss (which was made legendary in 
Stanley Kubrick’s science-fiction epic, 2001: A Space 
Odyssey).  
 
The beguiling music will be accompanied by a jaw-
dropping new video presentation on Ravinia’s giant 
screen: HD video of recent NASA space missions.  
 
This is a perfect night to geek out at Ravinia — 
whether you’re a music lover or a space head . . . 
join us! 
 




