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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
The Power of the Word 

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

The book is dead. Long live the book! 
Jews are often described, and describe themselves, as “the 

people of the book.” Ironically, this phrase was originally coined by 
Muslims to refer to monotheists with a written revelation — i.e., 
both Jews AND Christians. And, in any case, Jews have rarely 
confined themselves to only one book. Even our founding literature, 
the Torah, is actually five books. The closing of the Hebrew Bible’s 
canon led to endless volumes of commentary. We have always been 
the people of the books! 

With the rise of e-books, the Internet, YouTube, Netflix, Twitter, 
and a thousand other digital distractions, the death of literacy has 

been much prophesied. It was thought that if an idea could not be expressed in 140 characters or less, 
no one would listen. Attention spans are shorter, and with DVR technology you no longer even need the 
patience to make it through a block of commercials. Who would actually bother to read a novel? 

The truth is, plenty of people. Of course, e-books are still books, just a different format. Whether 
one reads a novel or a newspaper on a reading desk or a computer desktop, the same characters are 
encountered, the same plot develops, the same ideas are explored (whether the author or publisher 
receives the same compensation is a different question). And for some, nothing has replaced the 
pleasure of reading a physical book. Perhaps, in another century, people will look back on reading paper 
books like we would react to being asked to read a scroll — it can be done, but why? For the foreseeable 
future, however, publishers are staying in business even as physical bookstores face more difficult 
times. But that is not unique to bookstores; even Best Buy and Target are having trouble with the new 
world of “e-tailers.”  

No matter in what format we read, or where we obtain them, we are still reading. Kol Hadash now 
offers two reading opportunities meeting on alternating months: our traditional Book Club with 
participant-driven choices and discussion, and our new Sefer [“book”] Circle in which I facilitate the 
discussion of important Jewish literature, past and present. Libraries are still occupied, book clubs 
proliferate, and authors write (including our own Ami Polonsky, whose second young-adult novel came 
out in November!). 

Why? Because we are still living life. Telling stories is an important part of what makes us human. 
The narrative ability to paint a scene, to describe characters, to make action vivid beyond “Lion by the 
river!” is the cognitive leap forward that enabled society, religion, and art to flourish. Some stories are 
short, a blog post or even a paragraph long. You can tell a tragedy in six words: “For sale: baby shoes, 
never worn.” And some stories that move us cover many pages, providing many hours of enjoyment and 
imagination. 
     Keep reading! 
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View from the Chair  
by Steering Committee Chair Sheila 
Sebor (scchair@KolHadash.com) 

 
Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
Welcome to the December edition 
of the Shofar. Our congregational 
calendar has really filled up! You 
can find all of the information on 
our website and in these pages, 
but I wanted to highlight just a 
few events here. 

Our annual Progressive Dinner 
had one of the largest turnouts I 
have seen, with almost 60 
members attending. It was 

wonderful to see some new faces and a few familiar faces that have 
not attended this event recently. This year’s theme, TV Sitcoms, had 
us all reminiscing about our favorites! Many thanks to our brilliantly 
creative Progressive Dinner Committee and those who opened their 
homes to us. It was a wonderful chance to get to know a few KH 
family members better. Please see page 7 for a list of all our 
wonderful volunteers, and a few photos of this fun night! 

If you haven’t been to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah at Kol Hadash, I highly 
recommend it! I know Rabbi Chalom and our teachers are excellent at 
nurturing our children while encouraging them to think critically and 
independently, but I was still delighted to hear such a polished, 
mature perspective from Rylie Max, who celebrated her Bat Mitzvah 
on November 5. All members are welcome to attend Mitzvah services. 
I hope you can join us at one of upcoming services in the spring. 

Our December 9 Shabbat promises to be a great presentation by 
Chris Johnson, a New York-based photographer and filmmaker. Chris’s 
book and film, A Better Life, chronicles his worldwide journey to 
capture the feelings of fellow human beings who have found joy and 
meaning in the world without a belief in a supernatural power. This 
will be a most illuminating discussion evening, so be sure to mark your 
calendars. This is our first event made possible by funds from the 
Friedman Family Fund, so thank you Rabbi Dan, Dawn and Mark for 
your thoughtfulness and generosity, as well as to our many members 
who donated to the fund this year in memory of Felice Friedman. 

Briefly, our committees are developing new ways to welcome new 
volunteers with tools to help them understand the work of each 
committee, what their responsibilities will be, the topics that come 
up in discussion and projects that need a helping hand. If you are 
interested in lending that helping hand (or two), please let us know. 
There are many ways of getting involved — it can be as easy as sharing 
a Facebook post or sending a link to one of Rabbi Adam’s podcasts to 
a friend.  

We are also working on ways to expand and enhance our 
communications, including: an ongoing Google AdWords strategy; 
video and audio member testimonials; placing more content on our 
YouTube channel (it exists…take a look!); and adding a “Suggestion 
Box” to our weekly emails. If you have a great idea or comment you 
wish to share, please let us know; we consider all comments and 
requests. 

 
Looking forward to seeing you soon, 
Sheila  

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Susan Addelson, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson, 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 



www.KolHadash.com	

 

A SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER SPONSORED BY 
THE KOL HADASH FRIEDMAN FAMILY FUND 

 
Shabbat Discussion 

Friday, December 9, 7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 

 
Chris Johnson 

Author & Filmmaker 
A Better Life chronicles author and filmmaker 
Chris Johnson’s worldwide journey to 
document the lives and experiences of fellow 
human beings seeking meaning and joy without 
belief in a supernatural power. Among the 
subjects he interviewed include: 
• Adam Pascal (musician/actor) 
• Christopher Hitchens (author) 
• James Randi (magician) 
• James Watson (molecular biologist) 
• Julia Sweeney (actress/author) 
• Michael Shermer (publisher, Skeptic   
        magazine) 
• Penn & Teller (magicians) 
• Richard Dawkins (evolutionary biologist) 
 
For more information about A Better Life, visit 
www.theatheistbook.com, where you can 
purchase the book and rent the film to view 
online.  
 
 
 

Chris Johnson is a New York-based photographer and filmmaker. He received his 
undergraduate degree in film production with a minor in religious studies from 
Concordia University in Montreal, Quebec. His work has been published in many 
outlets, including the New York Times. He is the recipient of the Kodak Award 
for Excellence in Filmmaking and the B.F. Lorenzetti Scholarship for Excellence 
in Filmmaking. 
 
 
 
 

This event is free of charge and open to the public. Financial support provided by the Friedman Family Fund. 
Please consider co-sponsoring this event with the Friedman Family Fund, allowing us to better publicize this 
event and Kol Hadash to the broader community. Simply indicate your sponsorship on the donation form on page 

11 of the Shofar or only at http://tinyurl.com/KHSponsor.	
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
Shabbat Service: Today’s Anti-Semitism  
Friday, December 2, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Events of recent months have shined a spotlight on dark corners of our culture. Those who thought anti-
Semitism a relic of the past, or restricted to less enlightened parts of the globe, have been dismayed to 
be offended by both the political left and the alt-right. Nuanced discussions of when criticism of Israel 
crosses the line or how best to discuss the realities of Jewish privilege feel impossible when under 
siege. What are the new realities of anti-Semitism today? 

Adult Education: The Hidden History of Hanukkah  
Sunday, December 4, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
Did you know that the “miracle of the oil” story first appeared over 500 years after the Maccabees? And 
other sources much closer to the events make no mention of it. So where did Hanukkah really come 
from, and why has it become one of the most widely celebrated holidays for Jewish Americans? 

Adult Education: Ethics 
Tuesday, December 6, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
How to be a good person is critical for any philosophy of life. Do we follow rules because they are there, 
or because of the authority who wrote them, or because we agree with their consequences in the real 
world for us and for others? How do we relate to so-called "Jewish values," and how do our personal 
ethics influence our actions in society? 

Discussion Shabbat: Guest Speaker Chris Johnson: A Better Life 
Friday, December 9, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
A Better Life chronicles author and filmmaker Chris Johnson’s worldwide journey to document the lives 
and experiences of authors, musicians, actors, and scientists who seek meaning and joy without belief 
in a supernatural power. Join us for a special showing of a selection from the film, and a discussion with 
the filmmaker! Financial Support for this program is provided by the Friedman Family Fund of Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation. (Consider supporting the promotion of this public event with a 
donation to the Friedman Fund…we thank you!) 

Kol Hadash Hanukkah Celebration 
Sunday, December 11, 11:00 AM • Deerfield High School 
Join your Kol Hadash family to celebrate Hanukkah with our Sunday School families! 
Our youngest students will present their Humanorah; we’ll eat latkes (potato 
pancakes) and schmooze (chat); we’ll sing, spin dreidels, and play the ever-popular 
Name Bingo! This is an all-ages event — all congregants are welcome, whether you 
have kids in our Sunday School or not. Bring your friends and family!  And bring your 
hannukiah (Hanukkah menorah) for our Menorah Show & Tell! Kol Hadash provides the 
main course and latkes; families bring a potluck salad, side dish, or dessert. There is a 
small fee for food. See the enclosed flyer to RSVP register online here: 
http://tinyurl.com/z7roz4p. We need volunteers to help with this event on December 11. 
See page 5 for volunteer signup details. 
     While we celebrate, we also remember those less fortunate.  We will collect food and household 
items for a local food pantry and holiday gifts for Community Alternatives Unlimited. 

Adult Education: Politics 
Tuesday, December 13, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Any philosophy of life must address how we live together, and people living together means political 
organization. Are there some core political principles for Humanistic Jews that transcend modern 
political labels? And how can we best agree to differ? 

Sefer Circle: The Imperial Wife 
Wednesday, December 14, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
The 2016 One Book | One Community selection by The Spertus Institute, The Imperial Wife explores the 
challenges and possibilities of female ambition today and in the past. Parallels between the lives of the 
future empress Catherine the Great and a Jewish/Russian art specialist in contemporary New York may 
show how far we have come, and how far we still have to go. Join us for a fascinating discussion! 
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  Exp lor ing Jewish books with Rabbi Chalom 
 

The Imperial Wife 
by Irina Reyn 

 
The Spertus Institute 

One Book | One Community 
Selection for 2016 

 
Wednesday, December 14 

7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 

 
This month’s Sefer Circle [sefer is Hebrew for 
“book”], provides an opportunity for Kol 
Hadash to explore the same book as many 
other Jewish groups across Chicagoland in 
December: The Imperial Wife, the 2016 One 
Book | One Community selection of the 
Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning and 
Leadership. In The Imperial Wife, Irina Reyn intertwines the stories of two determined 
immigrants. One is a rising Jewish/Russian art specialist at a top New York auction house in 
the present day. The other is the future Catherine the Great (up-and-coming empress) as she 
maneuvers through the 18th-century Russian court. Join us as Rabbi Chalom leads our 
discussion and brings his unique perspective to this fascinating story of contemporary Jewish 
identity, the power of immigrant identity, and the links between past and present histories.  

 
 

Sefer Circle discussions are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

	

	

	

Meet	 the	 author	 on	 December	 11!	 Visit	
www.spertus.edu/OneBook	 for	 information	
about	 two	 Chicago-area	 events	 with	 Irina	
Reyn,	 as	 well	 as	 more	 One	 Book	 |	 One	
Community	resources.	
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

Hanukkah comes right before Christmas this year, officially beginning 
at sundown on December 24—though it always begins on the 25th of 
Kislev in the Jewish calendar.  

Hanukkah is an interesting and challenging holiday for Jews, and 
not just because of its proximity to Christmas. On the surface, it 
seems to be another example of the standard Jewish holiday:  they 
tried to kill us, we won, let’s eat (latkes). But it’s not that simple.  
The revolt by the Maccabbees against the Greek king Antiochus was 
also a rebellion against assimilated Hellenistic Jews; in fact, the first 
person that Mattathias (the father of Judah Maccabbee) killed was 
not a Greek soldier, but a fellow Jew, one who agreed to go along 
with the Greeks. The Maccabbees were largely religious fanatics, 
much less appealing to us today than their Hellenistic Jewish peers. 

The legend of the miraculous oil lasting for eight days when there 
was only enough for one was added later to make the holiday more about divine intervention than 
human achievement. In fact, the book of Maccabbees was not even 
selected for inclusion in the Hebrew Bible, but it is found in Christian 
Bibles. 

And not many know what ultimately happened to the Maccabbean, or 
Hasmonean, dynasty. Their heirs became as corrupt as their 
predecessors and in the end were conquered by the Romans. 

And yet, there is a good story of courage, of standing up for what 
you believe, in the Hanukkah story.  There are stories of Jews finding 
ways to celebrate Hanukkah even in concentration camps during the 
Holocaust. We continue to light our candles against the darkness 
(literally and metaphorically), to be warmed by family in the cold of 
winter. For families celebrating Hanukkah and Christmas, that’s a core 
aspect of both. 

I hope you’ll share Hanukkah with your Kol Hadash family at our 
celebration on December 11. Don’t forget to bring your hanukkiah 
(Hanukkah menorah) for our traditional show-and-tell! 
 
Chag Sameach! (Happy Holiday!) 
Dawn Friedman 
 

This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: December 4, 11 
Regular School Schedule: 9:30–11:30 AM • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 

§ Dec. 4: Confirmation Class Field Trip to Trinity United Church of Christ 
(9:30–11:30); Adult Education (9:30–11:00); Staff Meeting (11:30–12:45) 
Snack: mini bagels (Pirates Booty available) 

§ Dec. 11: Early Hebrew/Mitzvah Classes (9:00-9:30); Hanukkah Celebration 
(11:00–12:30) Snack: Apple slices 

 
 

Winter Break Schedule 
Sunday School will not meet 

December 18, 25, and January 1 
 

Classes resume January 8, 2017 
 

We hope you enjoy the holiday season… 
and happy new year to all! 

  

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food 

Restrictions 
Please note that food brought 
to Sunday School may not 
contain any peanuts, tree nuts 
(including almonds), or sesame 
seeds, due to severe allergies 
among our students. This 
includes snacks or lunches 
brought to Sunday School and 
Hebrew School, as well as any 
foods brought to meetings or 
events at DHS. We cannot allow 
snacks from home due to other 
student allergies. Thank you 
for your cooperation! 
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Sunday School News & Events 
ALL EVENTS AT DEERFIELD HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED  
 
Hanukkah Celebration 
Sunday, December 11, 11:00 AM-12:30 PM • RSVP by December 4 
Join your Kol Hadash family to celebrate Hanukkah a bit early (the 1st night is December 24) with a 
celebration after Sunday School classes. Our youngest students will present their Humanorah; we’ll eat 
latkes (potato pancakes) and schmooze (chat); we’ll sing, spin dreidels, and play the ever-popular 
Name Bingo!  This is an all-ages event – all congregants are welcome, whether you have kids in our 
Sunday School or not.  Bring your friends and family!  And bring your hannukiah (Hanukkah menorah) for 
our Menorah Show & Tell! 
   Kol Hadash provides the main course and latkes; families bring a potluck salad, side dish, or dessert. 
There is a small fee for food. See the enclosed flyer to RSVP register online here: 
http://tinyurl.com/z7roz4p  
   While we celebrate, we also remember those less fortunate.  We will collect food and household 
items for a local food pantry and holiday gifts for Community Alternatives Unlimited. 
 

Hanukkah party volunteers are needed!   
Sign up at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094aafad2cabf94-family2  
If you’ve never registered with SignupGenius.com, it’s quick and easy and 
they do not share your information with third parties.  Once registered, you 
can volunteer for all Sunday School events. 

 
Hanukkah Storytimes for Young Children: These Little Lights of Mine 
Learn about Hanukkah with stories, songs, and activities especially for children ages 0-2 (older children 
welcome). Rabbi Adam Chalom and Education Director Dawn Friedman lead these storytime sessions. 
Get to know other families in your community! Resources for celebrating Hanukkah in your home will be 
provided. These programs are made possible by a grant from jBaby Chicago, a program of the Jewish 
Federation of Metropolitan Chicago.  Register through the jBaby website at 
http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/jewishholidays101.aspx 

 
Wednesday, December 14, 10:30-11:00 AM Sunday, December 18, 10:30-11:00 AM 
The Book Bin, 1151 Church Street, Northbrook Barnes & Noble, 728 Waukegan Rd, Deerfield 

 
 
 
 

Mazel Tov! 
  

Kol Hadash wishes a big mazel tov 
and congrats to Rylie Max and the 
entire Max family on Riley’s 
November 5 Bat Mitzvah! Her 
presentation on the history and 
current significance of klezmer music 
was wonderful! 



 
 

 
 

 

HANUKKAH PARTY & 
LUNCHEON 

Sunday, December 11 • 11:00 AM-12:30 PM 
Deerfield High School Cafeteria 
$12 per person — ages 13 and older • $10 per person — ages 3–12 
No Charge — children under 3 years old 

 
Bring your family menorah for Menorah Show & Tell! (candles provided) 

 
Main courses are provided. Each family brings a side dish, salad or dessert to serve 10–12.	Food 
may not contain peanuts, tree nuts of any kind, or sesame seeds, due to life-threatening allergies 
among our students. Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
REGISTER ONLINE AT http://tinyurl.com/z7roz4p  
OR return form below and payment by December 4 to Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069. Questions? Contact Dawn (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931). 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for setup, cleanup, food items, and/or transporting food to food pantry 
donation. Volunteer signup at: http://tinyurl.com/j7hroaj  

 
Please list each person’s name & children’s ages. 

1. _____________________________________ 2. _____________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________ 4. _____________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________ 6. _____________________________________ 

7. _____________________________________ 8. _____________________________________ 
  
We will bring a:   __ side dish     __ salad     __ dessert 

Name:  ______________________________________________   Phone: ____________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________ 
 

Amount Enclosed: $ ___________ (Make check payable to Kol Hadash…RSVP by December 4) 
 

Please consider adding a tax-deductible donation to support this and other Sunday School 
special activities. Donors will be listed as co-sponsors in the Shofar newsletter. THANK YOU! 

$12 OFFSET COST OF A MEAL • $24 OFFSET COST OF 2 MEALS • $50 THANK THE ORGANIZERS • $100 BE AMAZING! 
 
 
 
 
           Hanukkah 2016 

CLIP HERE AND RETURN FORM BELOW WITH PAYMENT  
 

We	will	be	collecting	
holiday	gifts	and	
food	pantry	items	
for	charitable	
donations	



 
 
 
 

Please join us in this year’s 
 

Holiday Gift Giving Program 
 

The Kol Hadash Community Service Committee is collecting gifts for needy 
children by participating in the Community Alternatives Unlimited holiday 
giveaway program. 
 
Community Alternatives Unlimited is a charitable organization that provides 
assistance to people with developmental and mental disabilities. It serves 
people who live in poverty in the northern suburbs of Cook and Lake Counties, 
including children who are indigent and wards of the state.  For more 
information on Community Alternatives Unlimited, please visit their website 
www.cau.org. 
 
You can drop off your gifts at these Kol Hadash events: 
 

Progressive Dinner — November 5 
Family Hanukkah Luncheon & Party — December 11 

 
Gifts should be unwrapped or wrapped in neutral paper (no Hanukkah or 
Christmas paper, please!) and be labeled by gender and age range so that the 
right child will receive them. 

Here are some gift ideas: 
School supplies  

Puzzles, blocks, other educational toys  
Craft items, arts & crafts kits  

Board games, handheld electronic games  
Stuffed animals, dolls 

Paperback books, especially in Spanish  
Hats, mittens, scarves  

Cosmetics, nail polish for pre-teens and teens  
Hair accessories  

Sleepwear, slippers, socks  
Sweaters 

For more information, please contact Glynis Hirsch at  
847-945-8420 or Ghirsch@dist113.org 
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Community Service Corner 
 
Serving — and sharing — dinner with residents of Myers Place 
Several Kol Hadash community service members dedicated September 22 to preparing food and serving 
the residents of Myers Place. Not only did we feed some very hungry people, we put smiles on their 
faces when we took the time to talk and 
get to know them. So many of the 
residents remarked how appreciated they 
felt by our acts of kindness. Even though 
there was a smaller than expected turn 
out of folks, it was well worth the effort 
to see some of the residents socializing, 
having fun, and enjoying a warm meal. We 
do know that the care packages of food in 
the refrigerator were enjoyed by others 
who didn't participate that evening. 
Thanks to Irene and Al Dofman for 
organizing the event and to everyone who 
prepared and brought food: Sue 
Addelson, Jill Dorfman, Faye Eisenberg, 
Michelle Fishman, Joyce Hirsch and Lynn 
Miller.  
 
Kol Hadash Holiday Gift Collection 
Kol Hadash’s Community Service Committee is doing a Holiday Gift Giving Program to support 
Community Alternatives, an organization that provides assistance to children with developmental and 
mental disabilities who are indigent and wards of the state. If you would like to participate in the 
collection, you can bring your gifts to the Family Hanukkah Party on December 11. Gifts should be 
unwrapped and labeled by gender age range so that the right child will receive them. Suggested gift 
items include. books (especially Spanish), blocks, puzzles, stuffed animals, dolls, arts and crafts, hats, 
mittens, scarves, slippers, socks, hair accessories, nail polish and cosmetics. See the enclosed flyer for 
more information. 

 
Finance Committee Report 
By Treasurer Mike Lippitz (treasurer@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Fellow Congregants, 
The Friedman family has established a new Kol Hadash donation fund—the 
Friedman Family Speakers and Artists Fund—in memory of Felice Friedman.  
Felice was Rabbi Emeritus Daniel Friedman’s wife and member Mark Friedman’s 
mother.  The fund honors Felice for her decades of work in the creation of 
Humanistic Judaism in Chicagoland, as an educator, mitzvah tutor, 
intermarriage workshop leader, and choir member, where she helped create 

some of the songs we enjoy today in the Kol Hadash choir’s repertoire. The Friedman Fund is designated 
to support visiting lecturers, performers, and other presenters at Kol Hadash events that will entertain, 
enrich and educate our members, attract attendance by nonmembers and create awareness of Kol 
Hadash through media publicity and word-of-mouth. The first event made possible by the Friedman 
Fund will be the December 9 program by author and filmmaker Chris Johnson. If you have ideas or 
connections to candidate speakers or performers, please let us know! 
    All members are encouraged to contribute to the Friedman Fund.  Kol Hadash wants to encourage 
you to create a named fund to support whatever aspects of the congregation you feel are most 
important.  If you’re one of those people who don’t want people buying them birthday, anniversary or 
other gifts, consider creating a fund that your friends and family could donate to in your honor. 
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Fall Fun at Kol Hadash! 
 
Progressive Dinner 
On Saturday, November 4, “Friends” gathered for 
this year’s TV Sitcom-themed Progressive Dinner. 
The group enjoyed cleverly named appetizers 
including "My Favorite Mushroom” and “Cheese 
Don’t Eat the Daisies,” and cleverly named desserts 
including "The Dick Flan Dyke Show" and and 
"Married with Cheesecake.” Thank you to Alisa & 
Bruce Klein for hosting the entire group for 
appetizers and to Andrea & Mark Friedlander for 
hosting the entire group for dessert. Thank you to 
our dinner hosts: Marsha & Rick Bolnick, Marla & 
Craig Davishoff, Irene & Al Dorfman, Suzie 
Garfield, Lori & Scott Gerberding, Marsha & Mark 
Milstein, and Sheila & Ron Sebor. I big thank you 
to our hard-working and creative Progressive Dinner 
Committee: Susan Addelson, Andrea Friedlander, 
Leora Hatchwell, Karen Jackson, Marsha Milstein, 
and Nancy Soren.  And thank you to Elegance in 
Meat, located in Northbrook, for providing a 
delicious dinner at a very reasonable price. 

 

  

Sukkot 
Our brand-new tradition of celebrating 
Sukkot with a pot-luck dinner was a big 
hit! Many thanks to the volunteers who 
donated their time and energy. Thanks 
to our Sukkah crew: Jeremy Gibson, the 
Brook family (Bill, Alexandra, 
Gabriella, Sam & Michael), Chris 
Jackson, Ezra Donner, the Apley 
family (Ellen, Mitch, Noah & Simon), 
Dan Polonsky, David Sandler, Mark 
Friedman. Thanks to the Youth Group 
for running the craft activity table. 
Thanks to the volunteers to helped set 
up and clean up: Helga Gruenbauer, 
Leah Sosewitz, Stacey Max, Sheila 
Sebor. And thanks to our friends at the 
North Shore Unitarian Church for 
hosting our sukkah in their courtyard 
(and for storing it throughout the year). 



 
 

 
 
	

	
 

 
 
Hanukkah Storytimes for Young Children 

	
	

Learn	about	Hanukkah	with	stories,	songs,	and	activities	especially	for	children	ages	0-2	with	a	
parent	or	caregiver	(older	children	welcome).	Rabbi	Adam	Chalom	and	Education	Director	Dawn	
Friedman	of	Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	lead	these	storytime	sessions.		
	

Get	to	know	other	families	in	your	community!	
Resources	for	celebrating	Hanukkah	in	your	home	will	be	provided.	

	
Wednesday,	December	14	

10:30-11:00	AM	•	The	Book	Bin,	1151	Church	Street,	Northbrook	
	

Sunday,	December	18	
10:30-11:00	AM	•	Deerfield	Barnes	&	Noble,	728	North	Waukegan	Road	

	
	
	

Kol	 Hadash	 Humanistic	 Congregation	 is	 a	 welcoming,	 thinking	 community	 of	 Humanists	 who	
celebrate	 Jewish	 traditions	 together	 with	 open	minds	 and	 hearts.	 Interfaith/intercultural	 and	
LGBT	families	are	very	welcome.		

	
	

Questions?	Contact	info@KolHadash.com	•	RSVP	at	http://www.juf.org/holidays101	
For	information	on	all	jBaby	programs,	visit:	http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

 

This	 program	 is	made	 possible	 by	 a	 grant	 from	
jBaby	 Chicago,	 a	 program	 of	 the	 Jewish	
Federation	of	Metropolitan	Chicago. 
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Meet Ami & Dan Polonsky 
 

Wait for it, . . . wait for it . . . .  Fortunately it never came! 
Ami and Dan Polonsky were reading about Humanistic 

Judaism on the Internet and were waiting to find the 
objectionable parts. Dan grew up Conservative and Ami grew 
up culturally Jewish without any synagogue affiliation. 
Despite their different Jewish backgrounds, they both knew 
that they wanted to give their children an understanding of 
Jewish culture and traditions, but it was very important to 
both of them that their children be encouraged to question 
everything. They weren’t sure that such a combination 

existed until their children became friendly with Rabbi Adam and A.J. Chalom’s children at Highland Park 
Community Nursery School.  Through conversations with A.J., they learned about Humanistic Judaism, and 
when they couldn’t find anything objectionable about the philosophy, they knew that they would eventually 
join Kol Hadash. They are now starting their third year as members.  

Ami grew up in Highland Park. She earned her undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan and 
her Masters in Education from Northwestern University. She is a sixth-grade English teacher at Lake Forest 
Country Day School and writes young adult novels. Her debut novel, Gracefully Grayson (a coming of age 
story about a transgender girl), was published two years ago, and her second novel, Threads, was just 
published this past November. 

Dan grew up in the Hyde Park neighborhood of Chicago. He went to Washington University in St. Louis and 
earned a Masters in Education from National Louis University and a Masters in Educational Administration 
from Concordia. He is currently the assistant principal at Attea Middle School in Glenview.   

Ami and Dan were introduced to each other in 1999 by a mutual friend when they were both living on the 
North Side of Chicago. They are now “mellow homebodies” who enjoy unstructured time hanging out with 
their kids. They live in Deerfield with their son Ben (5th grade) and daughter Ella (3rd grade).   

Three things that few people at Kol Hadash know about Ami and Dan: 
1. Dan has an identical twin brother. 
2. Ami is a solid water skier. 
3. When Ami and Dan met, they happened to both be teacher’s assistants and they lived a block away 

from each other.  
  

M e e t  K o l  H a da s h !  
 

Sukkot continued 
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 

 
Hanukkah Home Family Service Available on Website 
We’ll be celebrating Hanukkah before winter break, on 
December 11. But you can have a meaningful, Humanistic 
Hannukah celebration in your home during each night of 
the holiday. Visit www.kolhadash.com/resources/home-
services to download a home Hanukkah service with 
readings and songs for the holiday. The first night of 
Hanukkah is December 24.  

Book Club to Discuss Being Mortal 
On January 18, join the Book Club for a discussion of the 
Being Mortal by Dr. Atul Gawande, who examines 
attitudes and real-life experiences involved in end-of-life 
decisions. Questions? Contact Stacey Max 
(bookclub@KolHadash.com). 

Youth Group News 
Many thanks to Gabriella Brook, who has joined our 
youth education team as our new Youth Group advisor! 
Gabriella got our teens off to a great start as they ran 
the kids’ craft activities at our Sukkot celebration in 
October. The Youth Group is planning many more 
activities throughout the year, with the big event being 
the annual SHJ HuJews Conclave in the spring! 

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting an Oneg Shabbat is an easy way to help out and 
get involved in Kol Hadash. The following dates are 
available: May 5, July 14 & 28. Contact David Hirsch 
(oneg@KolHadash.com) if you are interested. 

Thank You! 
• Thank you to Ellen Apley and our wonderful choir 

members who came to Sunday School on October 30 
to perform for our students! 

• To Sheila & Ron Sebor for hosting the Oneg at our 
November 4 Shabbat Service. 

• To Susy & Larry Dworsky for hosting the Oneg at our 
November 18 Shabbat Service. 

• To the Aristodemo and Gruenbauer/Sosewitz 
families for ushering at Rylie Max’s November 4 Bat 
Mitzvah. 

 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the December 4 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Sally Altman Slobodan Bozovich 
Margaret Davis Milda Dreifuss 
Edith Herron Esther Hirsch 
Arlene Horberg Diane Kaplan 
Marianne Lederer Theresa Levoy 
William Libman Sadelle Miller 
Hy Muroff Benjamin Niport 
Saul Shulman Lily Silver 
Marshall Soren Fred Stichler 
Susan Styer Irene White 
 

This Month’s Birthdays 
December 1 Robin Kass 
December 2 Sabrina Saks 
December 2 Gabe Shaffer 
December 3 Sela Weaver 
December 5 Dan Simon 
December 6 Julia Ratnaswamy 
December 8 Lily Ratnaswamy 
December 9 Collin Callahan 
December 13 Leah Sosewitz 
December 14 Merle Styer 
December 15 Levi Davishoff 
December 15 Suzanna Dworsky 
December 20 Zack Klein 
December 28 Dawn Friedman 
December 31 Sarah Beatty 
 
 

   
 
January 14 Winers 
January 18 Book Club: Being Mortal 
January 20 2nd/3rd Grades Shabbat Service 
February 4 Havdalah Dinner & Service 
February 10 Tu B’shevat Service 
February 12 Tu B’Shevat Seder 
February 25 Movie Club: Academy Awards 
March 12 Purim Carnival 
March 15 Book Club 
March 24-26 HuJews Conclave, Washington, DC 
March 26-Apr 2 Sunday School Spring Break 
April 1 Winers 
April 11 Community Passover Seder 
May 6 Bonfire Singalong & Pot Luck Dinner 
May 12 Confirmation 

Celebrate & Remember with Kol 
Hadash 

A contribution to Kol Hadash is a 
meaningful way to express your 
wishes of sympathy, joy, congrats or 
mazel tov for your Kol Hadash family 
and friends' life events. 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 
Friedman Family Fund Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Weiss Choir Fund 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its 
gratitude to the following individuals, whose donations were received as of the middle of last month. 
 

Howard Adler, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in memory of Lee Adler 

Elaine & Jerry Baer, in memory of Lee Adler 

AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom, to the Annual Appel, in memory of Ben Pivnick, a caring, generous, and, above all, kind man 

Myra Rich & Herbert Cohen, in memory of Lee Adler 

Marla & Craig Davishoff, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, in honor of the rabbi’s wonderful work helping Bennett prepare 
for his Bar Mitzvah 

Beverly Stone & Rick Dosa, to the Tzedakah Fund, in memory of Lee Adler 

Andrea & Mark Friedlander, in memory of Lee Adler 

Dawn & Mark Friedman, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Lee Adler 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Friedman Family Fund 

Glynis & David Hirsch, in memory of Lee Adler 

Joyce & Richard Hirsch, in memory of Lee Adler 

Joyce & Richard Hirsch, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Joyce & Richard Hirsch, to the Weiss Choir Fund 

Jane & Rudolph Lederer, in memory of Marianne Klein Lederer, mother of Lori Gerberding 

Phyllis & Michael Loewenstein & Family, in memory of Lee Adler 

Margie Marcus, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, in appreciation of Kol Hadash and all the wonderful friends I have there 

Ilana & Marty Shaffer, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in honor of Ellen Apley’s leadership of the Children’s Choir 

Suzie & David Shoub, in memory of Lee Adler 

Amy Sklaire, in memory of Lee Adler 

Cynthia & Fred Stern, in memory of Lee Adler 

Helene & Dr. Leonard Stone, in memory of Lee Adler 

Betty & Stanley Weinberger, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Kol Hadash Sponsorships 
We thank the following members for their generous support of Kol Hadash programs. 

Rosh Hashanah Oneg Sponsors 
Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle 
Roland Finkelman 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz 
Sheila & Ronald Sebor 
Anonymous 

Progressive Dinner Sponsors 
Joyce & William Goldman 
Rhonda & Robert Hart 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz 
Lynn & Elliot Miller 
Sue & Ilya Talman 
Laurie & Michael White 

 
Here’s a new way to support Kol Hadash…whenever you purchase 
anything at Amazon.com! Amazon Smile has the same product 
listings at the same prices as ordinary Amazon.com, except that 
0.5% of Amazon Smile purchases are donated to your designated 
charity. Please consider shopping at Amazon Smile and 
designating Kol Hadash: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-
4454948  
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are six Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 
Y Kol Hadash General Fund — contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities 
Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance with 

charitable organizations 
Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — contributions support Youth Group programs and activities 
Y Friedman Family Fund — contributions fund guest speakers and performers at Kol Hadash events 
Y Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund  — used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes 
Y Weiss Choir Fund — contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program 
 

 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  



December 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Steering Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

2 
Discussion Shabbat, 
Today’s Anti-Semitism, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 
 

3 
 

            4 
Sunday School, Conf Class 
Field Trip, Adult Ed The 
Hidden History of 
Hanukkah, 9:30 

Staff Mtg, 11:30 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

5 6 
Adult Ed, Ethics, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Shabbat Service, Guest 
Speaker Chris Johnson 
(A Better Life: 100 
Atheists Speak Out…), 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

10 
 

11 
EARLY Hebrew/Mitzvah, 
9:00 AM 

Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30 

Hanukkah Celebration & 
Lunch, 11:00 AM 

 

12 
 

13 
Adult Ed, Politics, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

14 
Hanukkah Storytime, 
10:30AM @ The Book Bin, 
Northbrook 
 
Sefer Circle: The Imperial 
Wife (Spertus’s One Book, 
One Community), 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Chruch 
 

15 

 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Hanukkah Storytime, 
10:30AM @ Barnes & Noble, 
Deerfield 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
First night of 

Hanukkah 

 

25 
Second night oF 

Hanukkah 

 

26 
Third night of 

Hanukkah 

 

27 
Fourth night of 

Hanukkah 

 

28 
Fifth night of 

Hanukkah 

 
 

29  
Sixth night of 

Hanukkah 

 

30 
Seventh night of 

Hanukkah 

 

31 
Eighth night of 

Hanukkah 

 

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



January 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
WINTER BREAK 

2 3 4 5 
Steering Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 
 
 
 

6 
Shabbat Service, 7:30 
PM @ Unitarian Church 
 

7 
 

8 

Sunday School with PreK, 
YEC Mtg, 9:30 

Youth Grp Conclave Mtg, 
11:10 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

9 

Strategic Planning 
Committee Mtg, 7:30 PM 
@ KH Office 

10 
Adult Ed, Jewish History, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

11 12 
 

13 
 

14 
Winers, 7:00 PM 

15 
Sunday School, Adult Ed, 
9:30 

Staff Mtg, 11:30 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 
 

16 
 

17 
Adult Ed, Past & Present, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

18 
Book Club, Being Mortal, 
7:30 PM 
 
 
 

19 

 

20 
2nd/3rd Grade Shabbat 
Service, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

21 
 

22 
Sunday School with PreK, 
YEC Mtg, 9:30 

Taste of Kol Hadash, 11:00 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 

Membership Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

29 
Sunday School, 7th/8th Gr 
Parents Mtg, 9:30 

Conf Field Trip (Baha’i), 
10:30 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

30 31     

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 


