
 
 

Volume 15, Number 10                                                                               April 2016 • Adar II/Nissan 5776 

 

.  

Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
From Mazel Tov! to Oy Vey! 

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

Have you heard? More than 60% of children of intermarried families are being 
raised with a Jewish identity. But you didn’t hear that from the New York 
Times. 

The recent lamentation over American Jewish intermarriage, coupled with 
the 2013 Pew survey of Jewish Americans finding that 20% of children of 
intermarriage are being raised “Jewish by religion,” misses two key points. 
First, if we include being raised “partly Jewish by religion” (25%) and “Jewish 
not by religion or mixed,” (16%), three-fifths of all children of intermarriage 
are being raised with some Jewish identity; only 37% are being raised with 
none. Second, and more important, organized Judaism has created its own 
“intermarriage problem.” 

After ten years of hysteria in response to the 1990 National Jewish 
Population Survey’s reports of an intermarriage rate of 52%, the American 
Jewish Committee in 2000 asked several questions about intermarriage in its 

annual survey of American Jewish opinion: 
• 80% of those surveyed agreed that intermarriage is inevitable in an open society. 
• 68% disagreed with pushing conversion as the best response to intermarriage. 
• When half of the respondents were asked whether rabbis should officiate at intermarriage ceremonies, 57% said 

they should, even if “a gentile clergyman is involved,” and another 16% said they should if there is no co-
officiant. Only 22% said rabbis should refuse to officiate. 

What would American Judaism look like if we really faced reality: intermarriage is inevitable, conversion is NOT the 
best response, and Jews want rabbis to meet the needs of Jews in love with anyone? A rabbi’s refusal to marry a couple 
from different religious backgrounds will not prevent them from marrying; it will just push them further away from any 
future Jewish connections. 

Imagine if the response to any Jew who finds love beyond Judaism were “Mazel tov!” instead of “Oy vey!” or “Will 
the outsider change who he/she is?” If we can welcome and celebrate those new families, intermarriage is a real 
opportunity to grow the Jewish people, and the circle of people sympathetic to and connected with it. Fifty Jews 
marrying each other creates 25 Jewish households. 50 Jews marrying non-Jews creates 50 households with at least one 
Jewish member. This is why on college campuses today there are more students with one Jewish parent than with two. If 
more of these intermarried households produced children who identified with and were welcomed by the Jewish 
community, we could stop worrying about the Jewish future. Imagine doubling the size of Hillels, of Jewish volunteers, of 
audiences for Jewish art and music. 

What must we do?  Jews who marry non-Jews need to know that their Judaism and the Jewishness of their family 
does not have to be all or nothing. Children raised in homes with one Jewish parent need to know that they do not have 
to choose one set of grandparents over the other to be part of the Jewish family. If we want a non-Jewish partner to 
respect Jewish culture and ethnicity, we must be open to the other culture’s being part of the mix. A person can 
participate in multiple cultures simultaneously — American, and Jewish, and gendered, and part of their community, and 
any other labels the individual may choose. 

Facing reality, we must adapt. A priest participating in a wedding might be to appease the devout mother of an ex-
Catholic who himself is happy to raise Jewish-identified children. A Christmas tree can be as much a cultural symbol as a 
menorah for a secular Jew who denies the existence of miracles. A cultural Jewish identity like Humanistic 
Judaism might well be a successful route to connect both the “Jews of no religion” and intermarried families to their 
Jewish heritage. 

It is time, and crucially so, for American Judaism to say “mazel tov!” to love to ensure a brighter future for all of us.
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View from the Chair 
by Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor 
(scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
Happy April! We have had some 
warm days and hopefully the snow 
is now gone for good. I am looking 
forward to seeing daffodils and 
tulips and pulling the winter cover 
off of the boat soon! 

We are moving into the last 
quarter of the congregational 
year, so our various committees 
are beginning to plan for next 
year’s calendar, which begins July 

1. We will be taking a detailed look at budgets for next year, as well as 
new opportunities to fund additional programs and add some new 
events.  

This year we have had to do a little belt tightening to cover an 
unanticipated decline in membership, as our Treasurer Mike Lippitz has 
reported in earlier editions of the Shofar. The result is that some 
members have stepped up to help close the dollar gap. Many thanks to 
those of you who have supported our family in unexpected ways — your 
contributions are most gratefully appreciated! 

But keeping our congregation vibrant and growing is about more than 
dollars, it is about commitment and caring. Whether it is volunteering to 
host an Oneg Shabbat, bringing a dish and recipe to share for the Taste 
of Kol Hadash, or bringing friends and family to our Passover Seder, your 
participation is just as necessary as donations. Without you, WE are NOT 
a community. That is a very special characteristic of Kol Hadash, one I 
have not found in any of my previous six congregational experiences. 

If you have a little more time or more interest, we are forming (or 
re-forming) two committees and are looking for a few new volunteers. 
Our Marketing Committee is truly in need of a few new voices and 
minds, so if you have some familiarity with branding, marketing, social 
media, or online communications, we would love to hear from you. Also, 
we are in the process of creating a more robust Events Committee. In 
the past we have put together a committee of volunteers for specific 
events, but now we would like to create a group that would be 
responsible for our existing events, as well as any new opportunities 
that may present themselves. We’d be happy to have that extra hand or 
two. 

We have a fuIl calendar of events listed here and on our website, but 
I want to remind all of you of the upcoming Kol Hadash Community 
Passover Seder, one of my favorite events. It is a wonderful occasion 
where we gather together to eat, read, sing, talk, laugh and applaud the 
winners of the annual afikomen hunt. (This is the bit of matzah that is 
hidden early in the Seder to be found by the attending children. It is 
super important, because the Seder cannot be finished without it. 
Ransoms and negotiations are part of the fun!) Please join me and many 
Kol Hadash family members on April 23, 5:00 PM, at Bluegrass 
Restaurant in Highland Park for a wonderful evening of food, songs and 
fellowship. The registration form is included with this Shofar, or you can 
visit http://tinyurl.com/zpz6ery to register online. 

As always, I look forward to seeing all of you at the events listed in 
this Shofar. Until then, pick up a bouquet of daffodils; they always say 
spring to me! 

 
Sheila 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 
Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Larry Dworsky, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 
Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson, 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson & Kim Stone, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to all 
members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
 

Winers: March Madness . . . in April 
Saturday, April 9, 7:00 PM • Home of Andrea & Mark Friedlander 
Join us for the Winers’ 4th Annual "March Madness" wine competition. This will be an NCAA-style tournament, 
pitting wines in tongue-to-tongue, single-elimination match-ups. Who will emerge as champion this year? The group 
will be the judges and taste-test through all the match-ups and all the rounds until a champion is crowned! All are 
welcome! For more info or to RSVP, contact Mike Lippitz (winers@kolhadash.com).  

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Music and Art 
Tuesday, April 12, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Rabbinic Judaism privileged the written word and verbal expression, but Jewish visual and musical creativity have 
always been integral elements in Jewish culture. Their explosion in the last century when freed from rabbinic 
restriction is testimony to their importance then and now.  

Shabbat Service: What Does Equality Mean? 
Friday, April 15, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian 
Church 
Many social and political debates revolve around the 
supposedly “self-evident truth” that everyone is equal. Does 
that mean equal in potential, or equal in rights, or equal in 
basic needs, or equal in what they can justifiably demand 
from society as a whole? Nature and evolution are clearly 
inegalitarian, so if there is to be equality, it will be a human 
innovation.  
INVITE A FRIEND – This Shabbat service is an ideal 
opportunity to invite a Kol Hadash friend to join you. It 
just takes a phone call or an email! 

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Lifestyle 
Tuesday, April 19, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Jewish culture is not only the high culture of synagogues and sermons, but also the everyday lives of ordinary 
people. What do they eat and wear, how do they earn a living and interact with their neighbors, how are women, 
men and children treated differently — these questions expose entirely new aspects of Jewish history and identity. 
Please stay for our Family Education Program: Make Your Own Mezuzah, following Adult Ed.  See enclosed flyer. 

Adult Education: Are We Believers? 
Sunday, April 24, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
Many Humanistic Jews self-describe with negatives: what they do not believe, Jewish practices they do not follow, 
Jewish rituals they have left behind. But we know that the positive stance of the believer is both stronger and 
more dignified, since you define yourself rather than being defined by someone else. How can we say who we are 
by expressing what we DO believe? 

Shabbat Service: Yom Ha-Shoah: Who Are the Righteous? 
Friday, April 29, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
The proverbial formula for a Holocaust requires victims, perpetrators, and bystanders – those who suffer, those 
who cause the suffering, and those who allow the crime to take place. Yet there were also “up-standers,” those 
who could have witnessed without getting involved but instead chose to do something, even at great risk to 
themselves or their families. What can we learn from their examples? Note: Yahrtzeit names for April will be read 
at this service. 
 

The Congregation is invited to attend 
 

The Bar Mitzvah of  
Grayson Landsman 

 
Son of Lisa & Jon Landsman 

 
Saturday, April 16, 10:30 AM 

North Shore Unitarian Church, 
Deerfield 

 

Join us! Invite friends and family! 

Kol  Hadash  Community  Passover  Seder 
Saturday, April 23 • 5:00 PM • Bluegrass Restaurant, Highland Park 

 
Limited Seating . . . reservations close April 19! See the enclosed flyer or register online at www.KolHadash.com 
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

You probably know that the Jewish calendar is based on a lunar cycle, but 
a cycle of twelve lunar months is shorter than a solar year of 365 days. To 
keep our holidays in the right season (so we’re not celebrating Hanukkah in 
July, or before Thanksgiving!), a leap month is added periodically over a 
19-year cycle (this system has been attributed to Rabbi Hillel II of the 
fourth century).  Intrigued by all this? Visit the following website for more 
information: www.jewfaq.org/calendar.htm 
     This is one of those Jewish leap years. The leap month is an additional 
Adar. The Adar we have every year becomes Adar II, and the new leap 
month that precedes it is Adar I. So Passover is “late” this year; the first 
night is April 22. It’s refreshing to celebrate a spring holiday when it might 
actually be spring in Chicago. (At least, it will officially be spring already.) 
     With your in-depth knowledge of the Jewish calendar in place, I hope 
you’ll join us for the school Passover seder on April 17 and/or our 
congregational seder on April 23. 

 
Chag Pesach Sameach (Happy Passover)! 
Dawn Friedman 
Youth Education Director 
 

This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: April 10, 17, 24 
Regular Classes, 9:30–11:30 AM • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah, 11:45 AM-
12:45 PM 

§ April 3: No classes, Spring Break 
§ April 10: Youth Education Committee Meeting, Staff Meeting 

Snack: Bagels (Pirates Booty available) 
§ April 17: PreK joins K/1st class; School Passover Seder 10:30; Youth Group 

Meeting 11:30–12:45 
No Snack (Seder) 

§ April 24: PreK joins K/1st class; Adult Education; Family Education: Make Your 
Own Mezuzah, 11:00–12:00 with lunch (Hebrew/Mitzvah classes will be 12:00 – 
1:00 this day) 
Snack: Apple slices 

 

Sunday School News & Events 
ALL EVENTS AT DEERFIELD HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 
 

Family Passover Seder 
Sunday, April 17, 10:30-11:30 AM • Deerfield High School 

Get a head start on Passover with our all-ages Sunday School seder. All congregants are welcome to join us! RSVP 
to Dawn Friedman so we set a place for you (students do not need to RSVP.) There are regular classes at 9:30 this 
day, and regular Hebrew and Mitzvah classes at 11:45 after the seder.  
     When we share food together, we remember those who do not have enough to eat. Please bring non-perishable 
foods, paper goods, and/or other household items for our food pantry collection; gift cards to local grocery stores 
are also welcome.  
     VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to shop, shlep, boil eggs, setup, serve and 
cleanup. We have detailed guides so our events run smoothly, and we have 
a good time, too! We use SignupGenius.com for Sunday School event 
volunteer sign-up; visit our Passover signup to volunteer: 
http://tinyurl.com/hzvnnr2 If you haven’t registered at SignupGenius.com, 
it’s free and easy. Visit the same link above and follow the instructions to 
register. It’s a 2-step process; they’ll email you a password, then you 
return to the site to sign in and sign up to volunteer. They don’t share your 
information, and it will be even simpler to volunteer for our next 
event!  Questions, contact Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com. 
Thanks for your help! 
  

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food Restrictions 
Please note that food brought to 
Sunday School may not contain any 
peanuts, tree nuts (including 
almonds), or sesame seeds, due to 
severe allergies among our 
students. This includes snacks or 
lunches brought to Sunday School 
and Hebrew School, as well as any 
foods brought to meetings or events 
at DHS. We cannot allow snacks 
from home due to other student 
allergies. Thank you for your 
cooperation! 
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Family Education Program: Make Your Own Mezuzah 
Sunday, April 24, 11:00 AM–12:00 PM • Deerfield High School 
Students have been learning about Jewish art and artists all year in a new curriculum Kol Hadash has created with 
funding from the Community Foundation for Jewish Education, an agency of the Jewish United Fund of 
Metropolitan Chicago.  
    All congregants and friends can join in the learning and art-making with a special program on Sunday, April 24. 
We’ll learn about the origins and significance of the mezuzah (small box containing a scroll that is often affixed to 
the doorpost of a Jewish home). Then families can write their own scroll and make a mezuzah case from a variety 
of materials. Lunch will be provided. RSVP (include dietary restrictions) on our website at 
http://tinyurl.com/hwvoxfm or contact Dawn Friedman (education@ KolHadash.com) by April 10. 
 
Youth Education Committee (YEC) Meeting: Sunday, April 10, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Our YEC serves as a combination school board and PTO, setting policy and coordinating school events and family 
programs. During the school year, the monthly meetings are during Sunday School. Meetings are open to all 
congregants. For more information, contact YEC Co-Chairs Karen Jackson and Kim Stone (YEC@KolHadash.com). 
 
Youth Group Meeting: Sunday, April 17, 11:30 AM–12:45 PM 
The Kol Hadash Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade and up. Students plan their own programming, with 
advisor Aleya Schwartz.  RSVP to Dawn Friedman (education@ KolHadash.com) before the meeting.  There is no 
lunch this day, since it follows the school Passover Seder. 
 
Adult Education: Are We Believers? 
Sunday, April 24, 9:30-11:00 AM • Deerfield High School 
Join us for an Adult Education session led by Rabbi Adam. Many Humanistic Jews self-describe with negatives: what 
they do not believe, Jewish practices they do not follow, Jewish rituals they have left behind. But we know that 
the positive stance of the believer is both stronger and more dignified, since you define yourself rather than being 
defined by someone else. How can we say who we are by expressing what we DO believe? 
 
Passover Storytimes for Young Children: April 6 & 10 
Come learn about Jewish holidays with stories, songs, and activities especially for young children and their 
families, led by Rabbi Adam Chalom and Education Director Dawn Friedman. These programs are designed for 
children ages 0-2 and their parents (older children are welcome). Get to know other families in your community! 
To register, visit http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/jewishholidays101.aspx.  
 

Wednesday, April 6   Sunday, April 10 
10:30-11:00 AM   2:30-3:00 PM 
Vernon Hills Barnes & Noble  Deerfield Barnes & Noble 
720 Hawthorn Center   728 North Waukegan Road 
  

These programs are funded by a grant from jBaby Chicago, a program of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 
Chicago. To see the full schedule of classes offered by jBaby partner organizations, visit 
http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx 
 

Class Shabbat Services 
 

 

Class Shabbat season 
continues! On Sunday, 
February 7, our youngest 
students, the PreK-Grade1 
Class, wowed the entire 
Sunday School with their 
model Shabbat Service during 
school (left). Many thanks to 
teacher Aley Schwartz and 
aide Alec Ratnaswamy.  
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On Friday, March 4, our 4th and 5th Grade Class 
(right, below) presented their service, in which 
they shared their learning about family 
histories and symbols of Jewish identity. In 
addition to leading their service, the students 
presented their Family Heirloom Museum, in 
which each student displayed a treasured 
family object. Many thanks to the students and 
their teacher, Mark Friedman, and teaching 
aide Jonah Hirsch. 

Taste of Kol Hadash 
Thank you to all the volunteer cooks 
who shared their recipes with our 
families at Taste of Kol Hadash on 
February 28! Look for the recipes on 
our website shortly: Giovanni 
Aristodemo, Rick & Marsha Bolnick, 
Alexandra & Gabriella Brook, Marla 
Davishoff, Faye Eisenberg, Mark & 
Dawn Friedman, Elana Gibson, Helga 
Gruenbauer, Leora Hatchwell, Karen 
Jackson, Bobby Jacobs, Nancy Soren 
& Neal Katz, Susie & Andrew 
Kramer, Victoria Ratnaswamy, 
Michael Saltzman, Sheila Sebor, 
Ilana Shaffer, Kim Stone, Jane & 
Christian Von Kirchbach, and Lisa 
Kane Weaver. And a special thank 
you to Michelle Fishman for not only 
cooking but also for once again 
coordinating this great event! 
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Community Service Corner 
 

Three volunteer opportunities . . . and 1 more! 
 
Sunday, May 1, 11:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
Fleece Blanket Project for Chai Lifeline 
No sewing skills required. Chai Lifeline helps families cope with 
pediatric illness, loss or trauma. Join us on Sunday, May 1, 
immediately following Sunday School, for this fun, easy and 
very meaningful project. This is a great activity for families, 
and members of all ages. Volunteers are more than welcome to 
join us for the all-school klezmer concert at 11:00 AM and stay 
for the blanket project! 

Saturday, May 7, 9:00 AM • Independence Grove Forest Preserve 
EmpowerRun 5k Walk/Run for A Safe Place 
Not for runners only. Help A Safe Place provide life-saving 
support, healthy meals and safety to survivors of domestic 
violence by registering for the Kol Hadash team in the 
EmpoweRun on May 7 at Independence Grove Forest Preserve. 
To register for the run, visit http://tinyurl.com/j4uy67a and 
enter team name “Kol Hadash” on the second page of the 
registration. If you want to donate to support the Kol Hadash 
team, visit http://tinyurl.com/hksqvc7.  
Friday, May 13, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Donate Books, Magazine for A Safe Place 
The Confirmation Shabbat service on May 13 will be the last day 
to donate books and magazines for A Safe Place residents. 
Please visit the following web page to review their Wish List of 
needed materials: http://tinyurl.com/j5mb3hx. 

And one more…! 

Myers Place Dinner and More (coming in June…Date TBD) 
We are organizing our first Dinner and More for the residents of Myers Place, a Mount Prospect supportive 
housing development for people with disabilities and home to the daughter of one of our members. We will 
need cooks and servers, musicians and singers and friendly faces. 
  

Mazel Tov! 
Mazel tov to Golda Harris, daughter of Loren Deutsch 
and Jason Harris, and their entire family, on the 
occasion of Golda’s March 12 Bat Mitzvah. And with 
this happy occasion, the Harris-Deutsch clan becomes 
the first Kol Hadash family to “hit for the cycle” — 
four children, four B’nai Mitzvah! 
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“Eye-opening,” is the way Irene Chase describes her first visit to 
Kol Hadash in 2002. Raised as a secular Jew in Highland Park, Irene 
had always been uncomfortable in temple, and never thought that 
she would find a place to reconcile her atheistic beliefs with her 
Jewish identity. Jeremy, who was raised Reform in Louisville, 
Kentucky, never related to the content of traditional Jewish 
services, and hadn’t voluntarily gone to a temple since his 
Confirmation.  
    Despite these feelings, Irene and Jeremy both identified as 
Jewish and wanted to give their children a sense of their Jewish 
heritage and identity. They mentioned this struggle to their 
friends, Wendy and Steve Perlin (founding members of KH), who 
suggested Kol Hadash. Irene and Jeremy attended a Meet-the-
Congregation service led by Rabbi Emeritus, Daniel Friedman. 
Irene recalls that she would have joined that night, but Jeremy 

needed a little more convincing.  After subsequently visiting a few Reform congregations, Jeremy was sold. 
Jeremy had the distinction of being the long-time leader of our volunteer team that put up the Kol 

Hadash sukkah every year. Shortly after joining, the Chase-Gibsons built the KH sukkah in their backyard and 
hosted the KH congregational Sukkot celebration. Although the celebration has since moved to Heller Nature 
Center, the Chase-Gibsons continued to graciously store the sukkah in their shed for the other 51 weeks of 
the year. Several years ago Jeremy was in charge of building a new and improved wooden sukkah. The kit 
came with instructions and brackets, but first he had to purchase, cut and stain the wood. Jeremy has also 
served on the Bylaws Committee, ushered at High Holiday services, and was a frequent volunteer at Sunday 
School events. 

Irene has also been very active at Kol Hadash. Several years ago, she held the job of Kol Hadash 
administrator, working every day in the Lincolnshire office. She is a past chair of the Youth Education 
Committee and a past member of the Steering Committee. Currently, Irene co-teaches the 2nd/3rd grade 
Sunday School class with Lisa Kane Weaver (who happens to be her cousin!). 

Jeremy’s favorite part of Kol Hadash is being with like-minded people and the social gatherings of the 
Winers (the KH wine group) and the Theatre Group. He is glad that all three of their children went through 
the Kol Hadash B’nai Mitzvah process, especially preparing their unique presentations and delivering them in 
front of a large audience. Irene loves being part of a community and having a meaningful place to celebrate 
High Holidays. 

The Chase-Gibsons are a two-lawyer family. Irene graduated from Macalester College and earned her law 
degree from Chicago-Kent College of Law. Jeremy graduated from Indiana University and earned his law 
degree from the University of Michigan. Irene is currently an attorney in the underwriting department of First 
American Title, and Jeremy is an information-technology and transactional attorney at JP Morgan Chase 
Bank. 

Irene and Jeremy live in Highland Park. They have three children: Isaac, who is a sophomore in college, 
and twins Elana and Sophie, who are seniors in high school. Elana and Sophie’s Bat Mitzvah was the first 
“B’not Mitzvah” (two girls) at Kol Hadash. 

Three things that few people at Kol Hadash know about Irene and Jeremy: 
1. Irene is the chair of the Admissions Committee for the International Institute for Secular Humanistic 
Judaism (IISHJ). As chair of this committee, she interviews applicants for the Institute’s Rabbinic program 
and Leadership Training program. 
2. Jeremy was a journalism major and worked as a reporter on newspapers all through college and during 
summers, doing stories ranging from the local dog show to White House press conferences. 
3. Irene worked as a cocktail waitress during law school. One night she was Jeremy’s waitress . . . and the 
rest is history.  

M e e t  K o l  H a da s h !  
 

M e e t  

Irene Chase & Jeremy Gibson 
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 
Share Your Spring Graduation Nachas! 
Kol Hadash parents and grandparents — graduation 
season upon us, and we’d love to help you share 
your nachas (pride) with the KH family. If you have 
a child or grandchild graduating from high school or 
college this spring, send us details (School? Degree? 
Honors? Next steps?). We will include your news in 
the June Shofar. Contact shofar@KolHadash.com.  

Welcome to the Sunday School Photo Archive! 
The Kol Hadash Sunday School Flickr page is now 
active and ready for you to take a look! We have 
uploaded thousands of photos and videos dating 
back to our first school year, 2001-02. The Flickr 
page is private, but KH members can easily get 
access: email us (kolhadash_school@yahoo.com) 
and we’ll send you a link with instructions. Please 
help us expand our photo archive! If you have 
photos of your children in Sunday School, please 
send them to us so we can add them to our 
collection. We are particularly interested in photos 
of your Bar/Bat Mitzvah and Confirmation 
celebrations. 

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting one of our Oneg Shabbats is an easy and 
fun way to get involved at Kol Hadash and meet 
new friends. Upcoming available dates include May 
20 and June 10. Interested? Contact David Hirsch 
(oneg@KolHadash.com). 
 

Thank You! 
• To Marla & Craig Davishoff for hosting the 

Oneg at our March 12 Shabbat service. 
• To the families of the 4th/5th Grade students 

for hosting the Oneg at their class Shabbat 
service on March 4, with special thanks to room 
parent Dan Polonsky for coordinating. 

• Thank you to Aleya Schwartz for taking our 
Sunday School class photos on February 21. The 
photos will appear in our yearbook, which 
students will receive on the last day of classes. 
(You can get a sneak peek at the photos on our 
school Flicker page…see above!) 
 

Family News & Events 
• Mazel tov to Lisa Kane Weaver, KH member 

and co-teacher of our 2nd/3rd grade class, on 
earning her MA in Reading and Literacy from 
Benedictine University! 

• Mazel tov to Esther Silberman, whose 
grandson, Adam Kroft, was named Young 
Professional of the Year by Lincoln (NE) 
Independent Businesses. Adam is founder and 
CEO of Red Thread, an advertising agency. 

 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the April 29 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Bernice Aaron Cathryn Adams 
Rose Adler Dorian Chalom 
Edward Dorfman Richard Dreifuss 
Nathan Eichner Cyma Hefter 
Rae Holtzberg Bill Korr 
Gilda Krause Leo Krouse 
Morris Lambert Belle Marks 
Phillip Mintz Louis J. Moses 
Mary Winandy Parker Aaron Pashkow 
Theodosia Sebor Miriam Sitrick 
Philip Sitrick Sheldon Sitrick 
Louis Sonshine Hortense Stichler 
                     Molly Yoelin  

This Month’s Birthdays 
Elana Gibson  April 2 
Sophie Gibson  April 2 
Howard Jacobs April 6 
Larry Deutsch  April 12 
Grayson Landsman  April 12 
Lita Passen  April 15 
Connor Perlin  April 16 
Howard Adler  April 21 
Marsha Milstein  April 22 
Quinn Hirsch  April 23 
Valerie Brock  April 25 
Elliot Miller  April 25 
Ken Wexler  April 27 
Daniel Gruenbauer  April 29 
Noah Apley  April 30 
Bobby Jacobs  April 30 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Sandra Schechner & William Brinkman  April 6 
Paula & David Harris  April 13 
Susan & Roger Addelson  April 23 
Victoria & John Ratnaswamy  April 29 

✡ 
 

Celebrate & Remember with Kol Hadash 
A contribution to Kol Hadash is a meaningful way to 
express your wishes of sympathy, joy, congrats or mazel 
tov for your Kol Hadash family and friends' life events.   

 
April 9 Winers 
April 16 Bar Mitzvah of Grayson Landman 
April 17 Sunday School Passover Seder 
April 23 KH Community Passover Seder 
May 3 Knitting Club 
May 6 7th/8th Grade Shabbat Service 
May 13 Confirmation Shabbat Service 
May 18 Book Club 
May 22 Last Day of Sunday School 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 
Weiss Choir Fund  

Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund 
To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its 
gratitude to the following individuals, whose donations were received in the last month. 
 
Lisa & Greg Ackerman, in loving memory of Joan Berger 

Dawn & Mark Friedman, in memory of Joan Berger 

Wendy & Phillip Funk, in memory of Joan Berger 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Tzedakah Fund 

Glynis & David Hirsch, in celebration of Joyce & Rich Hirsch’s anniversary 

Linnea Lindh, in memory of Joan Berger 

Dona Vaughn & Ronald Raines, in memory of Joan Berger 

Nancy Sohn & Mike Simon, in memory of Sheldon Brottman, father of Andrea Friedlander  

Nancy Sohn & Mike Simon, to the Annual Appeal  

Penny Leshin & Joyce Witt, in memory of Joan Berger  

Ross Shepard & Margaret Wittlinger, in memory of Joan Berger 

Ross Shepard & Margaret Wittlinger, in memory of Sheldon Brottman, father of Andrea Friedlander  
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are five Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 
Y Kol Hadash General Fund — contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities. 

Y Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund  — used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes. 

Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance with charitable 
organizations. 

 

Y Weiss Choir Fund — contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program. 
 

Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — contributions support Youth Group programs and activities. 
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  



April 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
No Sunday School, Hebrew, 
Mitzvah: SPRING BREAK  
(School resumes April 10) 

4 5 
 

6 
Passover Storytime, 
10:30 AM @ Vernon 
Hills Barnes & Noble 

7 
Steering Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 
 
 

8 
 

9 
Winers, 7:00 PM 

10 

Sunday School, YEC Mtg, 
9:30  

Staff Mtg, 11:30 

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 

Passover Storytime, 2:30 @ 
Deerfield Barnes & Noble 
 

11 
 

12 
Adult Education/ 
Jewish Culture, Music 
& Art, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 

13 
 

14 

Strategic Planning 
Committee Meeting, 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

15 
Shabbat Service, What 
Does Equality Mean?, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

16 
Bar Mitzvah of Grayson 
Landsman, 10:30 AM @ 
Unitarian Church 

17 
Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30  

School Passover Seder, 10:30 

Youth Group Mtg, 11:30 

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 

 

18 
 

19 
Adult Education/ 
Jewish Culture, 
Lifestyle, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 

20 
 

21 
 

FIRST NIGHT OF PASSOVER 22 
 

23 
 

KH Community 
Passover Seder 

5:00 PM 
Bluegrass Restaurant 

Highland Park 
 

24 
Sunday School w/PreK, Adult 
Ed (Are We Believers?), 9:30  

Family Education: Make Your 
Own Mezuzah, 11:00 

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 

 

25 26 27 28 29 
Shabbat Service, Yom  
Ha-Shoah: Who Are the 
Righteous?, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

30 

 

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



May 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Sunday School w/PreK, YEC 
Mtg, 9:30  

Klezmer Concert, 11:00 

Day of Action Blanket-Making 
Project, 11:30-12:30 

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 

2 3 
Adult Education/ 
Jewish Culture, 
Languages, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 
Knitting Club, 7:30 PM 
@ KH Office 

4 Yom Ha-Shoah             5 
 
Steering Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

6 
Shabbat Service/Yom 
Ha’Atzmout Led by 
7th/8th Grades, 7:30 PM & 
Unitarian Church 

7 
Community Service 
EmpoweRun, 9:00 AM @ 
Independence Grove, 
Libertyville 
 

Mothers Day                                         8 

Sunday School w/PreK, 9:30  

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 
 

9 10 
Adult Education/ 
Jewish Culture, 
Varieties of Jewish 
Cultures, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

Yom HaZikaron                     11 
Israel Memorial Day 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut         12 
Israeli Independence Day 

13 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFIRMATION 
SHABBAT SERVICE 

7:30 PM 
UNITARIAN CHURCH 

14 
 

15 
Sunday School w/PreK, Adult 
Education, 9:30  

Youth Group; Staff Mtg, 
11:30 

Hebrew/Mitzvah, 11:45 

16 
 

17 
Adult Education/ 
Jewish Culture, 
Conclusions, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 

18 
Book Club, Moving Day, 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 

19 

 

20 
Shabbat Service, 
Something Greater Than 
Ourselves, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

21 

22 
LAST DAY of Sunday School 
w/PreK, 9:30 

Open House for Prospective 
Families, 10:00 

2nd/3rd Grade Model 
Wedding, 10:30 

All-School End-of-Year Party, 
11:00 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

 26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 31     

 

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



 

Space is limited … reserve early. Reservation deadline is April 19. 
 

Reserve online! Visit http://tinyurl.com/gw9sb4h and complete your reservation today. 
OR 

Complete and mail the reservation form below. Questions? Contact Jeremy (info@KolHadash.com) 

------------------------------Clip here and return the form below with your payment------------------------------ 
PLEASE: List the names of your guests on the back of the reply form. 

 
# of seats   Cost per seat  Total 

____ Adult members & children ages 13+  $50     $___________ 

____ Adult non-members  (guests; members’ relatives age 25+)  $60     $___________ 

____ Children ages 6-12  (members and non-members) $30      $___________ 

____ Children ages 3-6 (members and non-members) $15      $___________ 
          (Children under 3: no charge) 

 Total Payment Enclosed   $___________ 
 

Reservation deadline is April 19; please add late fee of $5 per adult for reservations postmarked after April 19. 

Name: __________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________ E-mail ________________________________ 

Make checks payable to Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation. 
Mail this form with your payment to: Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 

www.KolHadash.com 
Seder 2016 

Second Night of Passover: Saturday, April 23 
4:30-4:45 PM Arrival • 5:00 PM Seder Begins 

Bluegrass Restaurant 
1636 Old Deerfield Road, Highland Park 

Why Is Our Seder Different from Other Seders? 
1. In other seders participants celebrate a mythical story as 

if it were true; in our seder we acknowledge the story as 
myth but celebrate the values it represents. 

2. In other seders they retell the story in a language many 
people today do not understand; in our seder we retell 
the story in a language everyone understands. 

3. In other seders they attribute the outcome to the acts of a 
supernatural being; in our seder we attribute the 
outcome to the actions of human beings. 

4. In other seders they follow traditional rituals in a 
traditional order; in our seder we include new rituals 
that are meaningful to us. 
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Sunday, April 24 
11:00-11:45 AM • Deerfield High School Cafeteria 

Pizza lunch provided! Free of charge to all! 
 

Join us as we extend our yearlong 
Art & Judaism curriculum to all! 

 
 

As part of Sunday School on April 24, all classes will 
meet in the cafeteria for this fun and meaningful 
activity.  
 
Parents, please come and join your children at 
11:00 for this all-family event, designed for all ages 
and abilities. Families will collaborate not only on 
the design of their mezuzahs but the content of the 
text scroll that will be inserted inside.  

 
Adults and families without children in Sunday School are 
WELCOME TO JOIN US! RSVP (include dietary restrictions) 
on our website at http://tinyurl.com/hwvoxfm or contact 
Dawn Friedman (education@ KolHadash.com) so we know 
you’re coming. 
 

 
 

Kol Hadash Family Education 
for ALL AGES 
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THOUSANDS of Sunday School Photos 
Are Online . . . Come Take a Look! 

 
Join the KH School Flickr page to: 

• View photos of classroom activities and projects, 
holiday celebrations, special events and field trips 

• See this year’s class portraits 
•Browse 15 years of Sunday School photos 

 
How to Get Access . . . It’s EASY! 

Email kolhadash_school@yahoo.com  
for an invitation to the KH School Flickr page. 

If you don’t have a Flickr account, it’s free to sign up! In 
consideration of our families’ privacy, the school Flickr 
account is accessible by invitation only. 

 
We also want to see YOUR photos! 

Please consider sending us any photos you have from 
Sunday School, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs or Confirmation. Help us 
build our photo archive! For instructions, email 
kolhadash_school@ yahoo.com. 

 
 



 
 

 
 
	

	
 

Holiday Storytimes for Young Children 
	

	
Come	 learn	about	Passover	with	stories,	 songs,	and	activities	especially	 for	children	ages	0-2;	
older	 children	welcome!	 Rabbi	 Adam	 Chalom	 and	 Education	 Director	 Dawn	 Friedman	 of	 Kol	
Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	 lead	these	storytime	sessions.	Get	to	know	other	families	 in	
your	community!	Resources	for	celebrating	Passover	in	your	home	will	be	provided.			

	
	 	

Wednesday,	April	6	
10:30-11:00	AM	

Vernon	Hills	Barnes	&	Noble	
	 720	Hawthorne	Center	

	
Sunday,	April	10,	2:30-3:00	PM	

Deerfield	Barnes	&	Noble	
728	North	Waukegan	Road	

	 	
	

Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	is	a	welcoming,	thinking	community	of	Humanists	who	celebrate	
Jewish	traditions	together	with	open	minds	and	hearts.	Interfaith/intercultural	and	LGBT	families	are	
very	welcome.	Visit	us	at	www.KolHadash.com.	

	
	

Questions?	Contact	info@KolHadash.com	
RSVP	at	http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/jewishholidays101.aspx	

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

This	 program	 is	 made	 possible	 by	 a	 grant	
from	jBaby	Chicago,	a	program	of	the	Jewish	
Federation	of	Metropolitan	Chicago. 


