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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
Nation, Party and Tribe  

by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

In the aftermath of the Olympics, and in anticipation of a national 
election, a few thoughts about the promise and the perils of group 
identity. 

Human beings experience life as individuals — we cannot think or 
feel for each other. Yet we are always raised and experience life in 
societies with other people. We evolved to survive in small groups, and 
now we live in neighborhoods of hundreds, metropolitan areas of 
millions, and nations of hundreds of millions. From homogenous clans 
and tribes that shared ethnicity, language, social structure and often 
genetics, today we experience a diversity of perspective, skin color, and 
values unimaginable only a few hundred years ago. 

Thus we must understand the deep-seated human desire to be part 
of a group — to share a group chant and team clothing and common rituals. This desire can be met through 
religion and ethnicity, of course, but also through sports teams, nationalism, university ties and many other 
routes. But denying its reality, its persistence or its attractions in an effort to unite humanity as a 7.4 billion-
person “in-group” will find limited success.  

We are well aware of the perils and excesses of group identity. Demonizing the other and ignoring any 
faults of our own group, caring for our own while ignoring other groups’ needs, refusing to accept any mixing 
or multiple identities between groups — these identity dangers can apply to any group connection. If we 
imagine our group to be cosmically “chosen,” we are then entitled to egotism and even chauvinism; any 
tactics pursuing our victory are excused, and anyone opposing us is evil and corrupt, not simply wrong.  

Does this sound similar to the political rhetoric of the last twenty years (on both sides of the political 
aisle)? Inter-religious and inter-ethnic conflict of the last twenty centuries? Excessive sports team rivalries 
from time immemorial? More important, if group identity is inevitable and yet this dangerous, what is the 
solution? 

Our challenge is to create new models of the “open group” — we find meaning in our group connections 
while accepting that others can also enjoy their group identity. We know there are good-natured sports 
rivalries and honest sportsmanship (sometimes in the same household), just as there are also their opposites. 
We can welcome in new members, and we should not demand that our group be exclusive or primary. You 
can be part of more than one ethnicity group, or have political or religious views that do not fit into one neat 
ballot box. Our side is not always right, and the other side is not always wrong. 

An open group can be challenging, and it certainly is a departure from our evolutionary and historical 
past. But what is the purpose of human freedom if not to break new ground and to improve the human 
experience? If we are to live together, we must learn to do so better.
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View from the Chair  
by Steering Committee Chair Sheila 
Sebor (scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
Welcome to our September Shofar! 
Hard to believe summer vacations 
are over and it’s back to school, 
including our own Sunday School, 
which begins on September 11. If 
you haven’t already renewed your 
membership and registered for 
Sunday School, please go to the 
links provided in the Kol Hadash 
weekly emails and fill out the 
forms. You can also call the Kol 

Hadash office at 847-383-5184 or email our ever-efficient 
administrator, Jeremy Owens (administrator@KolHadash.com). We 
don’t want anyone to miss out on our events-packed month. 

Speaking of events, our wonderful choir begins rehearsals for the 
High Holidays in September, so if you enjoy singing and want to 
participant, all are welcome — no auditions required! Contact Choir 
Director Ellen Apley (choir@kolhadash.com) for details. 

And speaking of the High Holidays, I have looked forward to them 
every year since joining Kol Hadash — quite unlike the previous six 
(yes, six!) congregations I had joined or attended “regularly.” I clearly 
remember the days when, although services started early (9 AM) many 
congregants would arrive around 10:30, sometimes just in time for the 
rabbi’s sermon. Many services didn’t end before 1:30 in afternoon, 
mostly because the series of prayers (some English, some Hebrew) 
repeated themselves (seemingly) endlessly. 

Imagine my delight in finding that the Kol Hadash High Holiday 
services are thoughtful, amusing, understandable, brief and filled 
with the most wonderful music! And the Rosh Hashanah Onegs are a 
wonderful opportunity to schmooze with both new and longtime 
members. I’m not sure there are any other High Holiday services quite 
like ours, and I can’t imagine ever attending any other more 
“traditional” services. 

The point of this lengthy ramble is to offer a perspective on why 
our High Holidays are so important to our community and to make a 
few small requests: 

• If you have any family or friends who might be interested in 
experiencing the Kol Hadash High Holidays, please order extra 
family member guest tickets. They are only $40 per service, or 
$95 for all of the services this year. 

• If you can spare a little time, please volunteer to help out before 
and after the services. We are a small community, but our High 
Holiday services can always use an extra hand or two — to help 
set up and reset the space, usher, or help with the community 
service project. 

• If you are able to offer a little bit more, we would be most 
grateful for a few High Holiday Oneg sponsors. A donation allows 
us to continue to provide wonderful onegs for everyone to enjoy 
while getting to know new members, or catch up with friends. 

Even though the High Holidays don’t begin until October this year, our 
September calendar is packed with club events, committee meetings 

and Shabbat services, highlighted throughout this Shofar. I look forward to seeing you at them soon! 
 
       Sheila  

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Larry Dworsky, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson, 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Schwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

 
❈ 

 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
Shabbat Service: Discussion Shabbat — Can You Be “Jewish and . . . “? 
Friday, September 9, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Being Jewish used to be one’s primary category of identity – you were Jewish first and from Poland or New 
York second. Today’s multi-ethnic families and our multifaceted commitments to many identities have 
complicated what it means to be Jewish. This Shabbat, we will explore together what boundaries remain (if 
any) and how we can feel connected to each other in our diversity. 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Monday, September 12, 7:30 PM • Kol Hadash Office 
Join the KH Knitting Club as we work on our next big project! All are welcome to any meeting. Questions? 
Contact Victoria Ratnaswamy (knitters@KolHadash.com). 

Winers 
Saturday, September 17, 7:00 PM • Home of Sue & Roger Addelson 
The next Winers gathering will be on Saturday, September 17, at the home of Sue & Roger Addelson in 
Buffalo Grove. Those who wish may bring a wine with a food paired to it, and we'll vote on the best pairing! 
RSVP to Mike Lippitz (winers@KolHadash.com) for location information. 

Adult Education: Introduction to Jewish Philosophy 
Tuesday, September 20, 7:30 PM • Kol Hadash Office 
There have been secular and cultural Jews for two centuries; what makes Humanistic Judaism unique is our 
conscious philosophy of Humanism and Judaism. How do we define ourselves by what we do (and not what 
we do not) believe and practice? And what are our answers to the most important questions of life? Join us 
for the first session of Rabbi Chalom’s year-long Adult Education class. Feel free to attend any session. 

Book Club: Miller’s Valley 
Wednesday, September 21, 7:30 PM • Home of Leora Hatchwell 
Join the Book Club for a discussion of Anna Quindlen’s Miller’s Valley, a masterly study of family, memory, 
loss, and, ultimately discovery of true identity and a new vision of home. All are welcome to join any Book 
Club meeting! Questions? Contact Stacey Max (bookclub@KolHadash.com). 

Community Service  
Thursday, September 22, 4:30-7:00 PM • Myers Place in Mount Prospect 
Come and join the KH Community Service Committee as we serve dinner at Myer’s Place, a complex serving 
adults with physical or mental disabilities. Volunteers are needed to donate food and/or serve the dinner. 
See page 6 for complete details. 

Meet-the-Congregation Shabbat Service: The New Judaisms 
Friday, September 23, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
A century ago, there were three established flavors of American Judaism: Conservative, Orthodox and 
Reform. In the 21st century, there are many more movements, and even more varieties of Jewish community, 
religious life, and experience. How can Humanistic Judaism thrive in this new environment? The Kol Hadash 
Choir will be singing at this Shabbat celebration – don’t miss them. 

Adult Education: Sun, Moon and Stars — Rhythms of the Jewish Year 
Sunday, September 25, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
Did you know that the Jewish New Year used to be in the spring? Or that “Rosh Hashana” does not appear in 
the Torah’s calendar of holidays? Why is Hanukkah always early or late but never on schedule? Come explore 
the details in this fascinating glimpse into the rhythms of the Jewish year. All congregants are invited to 
join us for our apple picking outing immediately after Adult Ed. See page 6 for details! 

Adult Education: Reality and God 
Tuesday, September 27, 7:30 PM • Kol Hadash Office 
A starting question for any philosophy is “what can be known?” Once we understand what we can know (and 
what we cannot), we know where to explore from there. How does the universe work? What is our approach 
to the question of god? And how do we live well with others who disagree?  

The High Holidays Are Coming in October . . . Invite Your Friends and Family Today! 
Tickets are now available for Kol Hadash Adult High Holiday services; Family and Memorial services are free and 
open to all. Our High Holiday services are a wonderful opportunity to introduce your friends and family to Kol 
Hadash and Humanistic Judaism. Contact Jeremy at the office (administrator@KolHadash.com) for guest tickets.   
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

Where did the summer go? At Kol Hadash, the Sunday School staff, Rabbi 
Adam and I have been busy planning for the coming school year. 
September 11 is our first day for Sunday School (PreK to 10th grade), 
6th Grade Hebrew, and 7th Grade B’nai Mitzvah Class. This year we have 
a few weeks of classes to get to know each other and prepare for the 
High Holidays. Rosh Hashanah (October 2-3) and Yom Kippur (October 
11-12) offer us a chance to come together as a community of all ages 
for celebration and reflection. Then we enjoy the splendor of autumn 
with the harvest holiday of Sukkot. This year we’re moving our Sukkot 
celebration to a Saturday evening, October 22, with a potluck 
dinner, to encourage all congregants—children AND adults—to attend. 
We’ll build our sukkah at our congregational home, the North Shore 
Unitarian Church, for the first time. If we’re lucky, we’ll have some red 
and gold leaves by then.  Mark your calendar! 

Never resting on our laurels, we’re always looking for new ways to build community and celebrate in 
meaningful ways. All are welcome to come apple picking with us on September 25 (see page 6); apples and 
honey are traditionally eaten on Rosh Hashanah to celebrate a sweet new year. Families will drive 
themselves to Apple Holler Orchard (a 35-minute drive from Deerfield High School); visit 
www.appleholler.com to see the many activities they offer. 

We’ll continue to offer our holiday story times for families with infants and toddlers, in partnership 
with jBaby Chicago. We welcome our new host site, The Book Bin in Northbrook, and continue programs at 
the Deerfield Barnes & Noble.  

Sunday School enrollment continues through the fall holidays; if you have friends and family that are 
interested in our unique approach to Judaism, invite them to a High Holidays program or to come visit Sunday 
School. Our members are our best ambassadors. 

For up-to-date information on Sunday School programs and all Kol Hadash events accessible on your 
smartphone, tablet, or computer, subscribe to our calendar via the Kol Hadash website at 
https://kolhadash.com/subscribe-to-calendar. This year we will not be mailing hard copies of the school 
calendar, so subscribe today!  And while you’re at it, sign up to receive reminders about school programs via 
text or email at Remind.com (text @7bbe7 to the number 81010) and volunteer to help at school events at 
www.signupgenius.com; no need to renew if you signed up last year. 

Feel free to call or email me if you have questions about the coming year. I look forward to seeing you 
again soon. 
 
L’shanah tovah!(Happy New Year!) 
Dawn Friedman 
 

This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: September 11, 18, 25 
Regular School Schedule: 9:30–11:30 AM • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM 
Special Day: September 25—Hebrew/Mitzvah 9:00-9:30, grades meet 9:30-10:30, all-school field trip 10:30-12:30 

• Sept 11: PreK joins K/1 class; all-grades Parents Meeting, 9:30-11:00; 7th/8th Parents Meeting: 11:00-
11:30 
Snack: Bagels (Pirates Booty available) 

• Sept 18: Youth Education Committee Meeting, 9:30; Youth Group Meeting, 11:10-12-45; Staff 
Meeting, 11:30-12:45 
Snack: Apple Slices 

• Sept 25: PreK joins K/1 class; Adult Education, 9:30-10:30; All-School Field Trip to Apple Holler 
Orchard, 10:30-12:30  

IMPORTANT! Sunday School Food Restrictions 
Please note that food brought to Sunday School may not contain any peanuts, tree nuts (including almonds), or 
sesame seeds, due to severe allergies among our students. This includes snacks or lunches brought to Sunday 
School and Hebrew School, as well as any foods brought to meetings or events at DHS. We cannot allow snacks 
from home due to other student allergies. Thank you for your cooperation! 
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Sunday School News & Events 
ALL EVENTS AT DEERFIELD HIGH SCHOOL UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED  
 
All-Grades Parents Meeting on First Day of Sunday School: September 11, 9:30–11:00 AM 
All school parents are encouraged to join us on the first day for coffee & bagels, to learn about what’s coming up this 
year, and most importantly, get to know each other better and welcome our new families. 
 
7th/8th Grade Parents Meeting: September 11, 11:00–11:30 AM 
Teacher Leora Hatchwell will meet with 7th/8th grade parents this morning to talk about the challenges of learning about 
the Holocaust, the focus of the 7th/8th grade curriculum this year.   
 
Youth Education Committee (YEC) Meeting: September 18, 9:30-11:00 AM 
The YEC is a great way to meet other parents and learn more about what’s coming up at Sunday School. We value 
feedback from all parents to help us make our school the best that it can be! Our YEC serves as a combination school 
board and PTO, setting policy and coordinating school events and family programs. During the school year, the monthly 
meetings are during Sunday School. Join us for the first meeting of the school year. Meetings are open to all congregants. 
For more information, contact YEC Chair Karen Jackson at YEC@KolHadash.com. 
 
Youth Group Meeting: September 18, 11:10 AM–12:30 PM 
The Kol Hadash Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade and up. Students plan their own programming; drop-ins 
welcome! Please come to this first meeting of the year and help decide what the group will do this year. RSVP by 
September 17 for lunch to Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com). 
 
Adult Education: September 25, 9:30-10:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
Join Rabbi Chalom for his first Sunday Adult Ed program of the year: Sun, Moon and Stars: Rhythms of the Jewish Year. 
Then join the entire school for our apple-picking expedition, departing from Deerfield High School at 10:30 (see below). 
 
Come Apple-Picking With Us on September 25! • Apple Holler Orchard, Depart DHS 10:30 
We’ll meet for Sunday School and Adult Education this day for an hour, 9:30–10:30 (Hebrew & B’nai Mitzvah classes will 
meet 9:00–9:30), and then go to Apple Holler Orchard just across the Wisconsin border for apple picking. All congregants 
are welcome to join us! Families will drive themselves; carpools are encouraged. Families may depart from the orchard 
whenever they wish. For information, see page 6 or contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com). 
 
Story Times for Young Children 
Kids too little for Sunday School? Looking to meet other parents with young children? We offer holiday-themed storytimes 
for families with children 0-2 (older children welcome) at local bookstores. These programs are funded by a grant from 
jBaby Chicago, a program of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago. To register for those programs, visit 
http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/jewishholidays101.aspx. To see the full schedule of classes offered by jBaby partner 
organizations, visit http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx. Upcoming Kol Hadash/jBaby programs: 
 

High Holidays Story Times for Young Children 
Sunday, September 18 

2:30–3:00 PM 
Deerfield Barnes & Noble, 728 North Waukegan Rd. 

Wednesday, September 21  
10:30–11:00 AM 

The Book Bin, 1151 Church St., Northbrook 
 

Sunday, October 9 
10:30–11:00 AM 

(families can stay to join the Sunday School for singing 11:10–11:30) 
Deerfield High School, 1959 Waukegan Rd. 

 
Sitters Needed for High Holidays Childcare 
Teen sitters are needed to help with childcare during the Rosh Hashanah Adult Morning Service on Monday, October 3, 
and during the Yom Kippur Adult Morning Service and the Afternoon Memorial Service on Wednesday, October 12.  
Students in 6th grade and higher are welcome. Please contact Dawn Friedman (847-997-8931, education@KolHadash.com).  
Thanks! 
 
Sunday School Snacks 
Kol Hadash provides snacks for all students each Sunday. Many thanks to Upper Crust Bagels in Deerfield for providing 
bagels at a substantial discount. Snacks rotate between plain mini bagels, apples slices, and baby carrots. Due to our 
food allergy restrictions, snacks from home may NOT be brought to Sunday School. All students should bring a water 
bottle (no juice or soda) to school each week. See the snack schedule on page 4. 
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A Fun Outing for the ENTIRE CONGREGATION! 

at Apple Holler, just across the Wisconsin border 

Sunday, September 25 
10:30 AM Departure from Deerfield High School 

	
What’s Rosh Hashana without apples? 

Join your Kol Hadash family and pick your own apples 
fresh from the trees (and maybe purchase other apple 
goodies at the market). After shortened Sunday School 
classes and Adult Education (9:30–10:30), families will 
travel from Deerfield High School to Apple Holler Orchard, 
5006 S. Sylvania Ave, Sturtevant, Wisconsin. It’s about a 
35-minute drive.  
 
We welcome all members to join us! Members without 
children in Sunday School: join us for Adult Education 
(9:30-10:30 AM) at DHS, or simply meet us at Apple 
Holler. 
 
 
 

Admission Fee for Apple Holler 
$20 per person 

$10 per child 7 & under 
(pay at the door upon arrival)  

 
Admission includes: pick-your-own apples, hay wagon orchard tour, 

farm animals, corn maze, and other activities for the day. Apple 
Holler has a restaurant, café, and market for lunch options. 

Visit appleholler.com for more information. 
 

Families are responsible for their own transportation 
(carpools encouraged). 

 
RSVP to Dawn Friedman by Thursday, September 22 

(education@KolHadsh.com, 847-997-8931) 



b)   

- 7 - 

Community Service Corner 
 
Volunteer to Serve Dinner at Myers Place: September 22, 4:30-7:30 PM 
The next Community Service Committee activity will be to provide dinner to residents and staff on 
September 22 at Myers Place, a 39-unit apartment complex serving adults with physical or mental disabilities 
in Mt. Prospect. All residents have limited resources, so any help is greatly appreciated. Volunteers are 
needed to cook and/or serve (including set up and clean up). We will be providing dinner (meat or vegetarian 
lasagna, salad, garlic or French bread), beverages (water, ice tea), cut fruit, cookies and paper/plasticwear 
(plates, utensils, cups, napkins). Kol Hadash members: please consider volunteering on September 22 and/or 
donating food and paper goods. RSVP to Al or Irene Dorfman (amdorfman@comcast.net) before September 
8 and let us know if you would like to volunteer and/or what you can contribute. You can drop off your 
food items to Al and Irene Dorfman at 805 Kingsbridge Way, Buffalo Grove, the day before or the afternoon 
of the dinner. 
 

Want to get involved in the Community Service Committee this year? 
Contact communityservice@kolhadash.com for more information! 

 
 

The Time is Now! Join the Kol Hadash Choir! 
The Kol Hadash Choir is a heartbeat of our community and a source of enormous congregational pride. I am 
so looking forward to again signing alongside and leading this talented group of members as we continue to 
produce quality music and enrich the High Holiday services with our beautiful sound. Every year we need new 
singers, so please, if you have an interest in joining us, consider a commitment to our choir. Singing with the 
Kol Hadash Choir is an experience you will treasure! 

—Ellen Apley 
 
New singers are welcome at the 
first choir rehearsal, September 
8. Please contact Ellen Apley 
(choir@KolHadash.com) if you are 
interested in joining us this year; 
everyone high school age and 
above, in all voice categories, is 
welcome with no audition 
necessary. Rehearsals will be held 
September 8, 11, 14, 19, 25, 27 or 
28 (TBD), and October 9. All choir 
rehearsals will be 7:00-9:00 PM at 
the North Shore Unitarian Church. 
The choir will sing at our Meet-the-
Congregation Shabbat Service on 
September 23 and the four adult 
High Holidays services in October. 

2015 choir photo by Dave Harris 
 
 
 

 

News from the Society for Humanistic Judaism 
The Society for Humanistic Judaism (SHJ), of which Kol Hadash is an affiliate 
member, announced on August 17 that Paul Golin has been hired as its new 
executive director. Paul joins the movement’s leadership team having previously 
served as associate executive director of Big Tent Judaism. He is a nationally 
known writer, speaker, advocate, and consultant on the most important issues 
facing the organized Jewish community today, including intermarriage, outreach, 
engagement, and inclusion. Mazel tov to us all! Kol Hadash looks forward to an 
exciting new future working with Paul! 
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2016-2017 Adult Education with Rabbi Chalom 
 

Humanistic Judaism: 
Philosophy & INTELLECTUAL History 

	

	
Join	 Rabbi	 Chalom	 for	 his	 newly	 organized	 study	 of	 Humanistic	 Judaism:	 Philosophy	
(September-January)	 and	 Intellectual	History	 (February-May).	 Classes	meet	 7:30-8:30	
PM	on	select	Tuesday	evenings	at	the	North	Shore	Unitarian	Church.	This	course	is	free	
of	charge	and	open	to	all.	Members	are	welcome	to	drop	in	on	any	session	.	.	.	attend	as	
many	(or	as	few)	classes	as	you	wish!	

	
Questions?	Contact	Rabbi	Chalom	(rabbi@KolHadash.com,	847-383-5184)	

All	are	welcome!	
	

Fall 2016 Class Schedule 
September 20 Introduction 
September 27 Reality & God 
November 15 The Nature of People 
November 29 Truth 
December 6 Ethics 
December 13 Politics 
All classes meet 7:30-8:30 PM at the North Shore 
Unitarian Church 

There	 have	 been	 secular	 and	 cultural	
Jews	 for	 two	 centuries;	 what	 makes	
Humanistic	 Judaism	 unique	 is	 our	
conscious	 philosophy	 of	 Humanism	 and	
Judaism.	How	do	we	define	ourselves	by	
what	 we	 do	 (and	 not	 what	 we	 do	 not)	
believe	and	practice?	And	what	are	our	
answers	to	the	most	important	questions	
of	life?	
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 

Learn with Rabbi Chalom…in Philadelphia! 
There are still spaces available for Rabbi Chalom’s 
Learning Tour of Philadelphia, October 28-30. This 
International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism 
tour will visit historic synagogues, colonial Jewish 
Philadelphia, the National Museum of American Jewish 
History, and more great sites. Contact Rabbi Chalom for 
information (rabbi@KolHadash.com).  

Membership Renewal Reminder 
Just a friendly reminder that all 2016-17 membership 
renewal forms are now due. All renewal forms can be 
filled out online; members were invited to the renewal 
site by email in July. If you have questions about your 
renewal, contact Jeremy at the office 
(administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Movie Club: Coming Soon! 
The Kol Hadash Movie Club has made its next selection. 
We will be viewing The Farewell Party, a witty and 
touching 2014 Israeli film that deals with a group of 
retirees who attempt to facilitate their terminally ill 
friend’s wish to be self-euthanized. Join us Saturday 
evening, November 12. Watch the Shofar for location and 
other details. All are welcome! 

September 11th Interfaith Service 
All are invited to participate in an Interfaith Service of 
Healing, Hope & Love on Sunday, September 11, 2:00 PM, 
at Jewett Park Pavilion in Deerfield. The event will be 
led by local-area Christian, Jewish, Humanist, Muslim 
and Bahia leaders. 

Thank You! 
• To Sue & Ilya Talman for hosting the oneg at our 

August 8 Shabbat service. 
• To Alexandra & Bill Brook for hosting the oneg at 

our August 19 Shabbat service. 

Family News & Events 
• Mazel tov to Kol Hadash Hebrew teacher David 

Steiner, whose new documentary film, Saving 
Barbara Sizemore, recently debuted as an official 
selection of the Black Harvest Film Festival at the 
Gene Siskel Film Center in Chicago, and is in 
competition at several national film festivals! The 
film chronicles the successful efforts to save the 
Betty Shabazz-Barbara A. Sizemore Academy from 
the Chicago Public School’s budget chopping block. 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the September 23 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Harold Goldman Leah Goldman 
Mary Gurolnick Yitzhak Holland 
Theodore Horwitz Lillar Jones 
Sidney Krause Bernard Kramer 
Obbie Lakin Lillian Lieberfarb 
Evan Linick Debora Litwin 
Don Litz Freda Mesirow 
Al Parker Max Rittenberg 
Jeremy Samson Albert Simon 
                   Arnold Wisper 

 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Karen Jackson September 1 
Samuel Sandler September 3 
Joey Parker September 4 
Happy Stone September 4 
Amy Talman September 4 
Chris Weaver September 5 
Cara Schwartz September 9 
Ken Burk September 11 
Sheila Sebor September 13 
Andy Jacobs September 14 
Margie Marcus September 16 
Sue Talman September 19 
William Goldman September 20 
William Brook September 24 
Jordyn Fishman September 25 
 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Pearl & Larry Cohn September 1 
Betty & Stanley Weinberger September 8 
Aileen & Robert Seeley  September 10 
Marla & Craig Davishoff  September 25 
Karen & Chris Jackson  September 28 
  

 
October 2 Rosh Hashana Evening Service 
October 3 Rosh Hashana Day Services 
October 7 Shabbat Service 
October 9 High Holidays for Tots 
October 11 Yom Kippur Evening Service 
October 12 Yom Kippur Day Services 
October 21 Bar Mitzvah of Bennett Davishoff 
October 22 All-Congregation Pot Luck Dinner & 

Sukkot Celebration 
November 5 Bat Mitzvah of Rylie Max 
November 5 Progressive Dinner 
November 12 Movie Club 
November 16 Book Club 
December 11 Hanukkah Celebration 
 

Celebrate & Remember with Kol 
Hadash 

A contribution to Kol Hadash is a 
meaningful way to express your 
wishes of sympathy, joy, congrats or 
mazel tov for your Kol Hadash family 
and friends' life events. 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 
Friedman Family Fund Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund Weiss Choir Fund 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its 
gratitude to the following individuals, whose donations were received in the last month. 
 
 

Lenore & Howard Adler, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  

Emma Kowalenko & Anthony Bilotti, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in memory of Rose Bilotti 

Pearl & Larry Cohn, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  

Larry Deutsch, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman 

Gladys Field, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of William Berger 

Susan Garfield, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  

Nan Weiss-Ham & Eldon Ham, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  

Roz & Arthur Kroft, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  

Sara & Richard Mesirow, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  

Ilana & Marty Shaffer, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  

Sandra & Michael Shelist, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman 

Kim Stone & Ken Wexler, to the Friedman Family Fund, in memory of Felice Friedman  
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash 
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are six Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 
Y Kol Hadash General Fund — contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities 
Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance with charitable 

organizations 
Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — contributions support Youth Group programs and activities 
Y Friedman Family Fund — contributions fund guest speakers and performers at Kol Hadash events 
Y Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund  — used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes 
Y Weiss Choir Fund — contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program 
 

 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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175 Olde Half Day Road 
Suite 123 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 Your September Shofar is enclosed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

This month… 
 

 
 
 
 

All-Congregation Fall Outing 

Apple Picking! 
Sunday, September 25 

10:30 AM Departure from DHS 
ALL are welcome…adults and kids! 

Details inside! 
 
 



September 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Steering Committee 
Meeting, 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

2 
 
 

3 
Bat Mitzvah of Isabel 
Perlin, 10:30 AM @ 
Unitarian Church 

4 LABOR DAY                             5 6 
 

7 
 

8 
Choir Rehearsal, 7PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

9 
Discussion Shabbat, Can 
You Be “Jewish and …”, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

10 
 

11 
First Day of Sunday School! 
Regular Classes w/PreK, 
Parents Mtg, 9:30 

7th/8th Gr Parents Mtg, 11:00 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

12 
Kol Hadash Knitters, 
7:30 PM @ KH Office 
 

13 
 

14 
Choir Rehearsal, 7PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

15 

 

16 
 

17 
Winers, 7:00-10:00 PM 
@ Home of Sue & Roger 
Addelson 

18 
Sunday School, YEC Mtg, 9:30 
Youth Group, 11:10 
Staff Mtg, 11:30 
Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 
Storytime, 2PM @ DF B&N 

19 
Choir Rehearsal, 7PM 
@ Unitarian Church 

20 
Adult Ed, Introduction, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

21 

Storytime, 10:30AM @ 
The Book Bin 

Book Club, Miller’s 
Valley, 7:30 PM @ Home 
of Leora Hatchwell 

22 
Community Service: 
Volunteer at Myers 
Place, 4:30-7:00 PM 

23 
Meet-the-Congregation 
Shabbat Service, The 
New Judaisms, 7:30 PM 
@ Unitarian Church 

24 

25 
Early Hebrew & Mitzvah 
Classes, 9:00 

Sunday School w/PreK, 
Adult Ed, 9:30 

ALL-SCHOOL FIELD TRIP: 
APPLE PICKING! 

10:30 AM-12:30 PM 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM @ 
Unitarian Church  

26 27 
Choir Rehearsal, 7PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 
Adult Ed, Reality & God, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

28 
Choir Rehearsal, 7PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 

29 30  

  

175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
847/383-5184 – www.KolHadash.com – info@KolHadash.com 



October 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
 

2 
Sunday School, 6th Grade 
Parents Mtg, 9:30 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

ROSH HASHANA EVENING SERVICE 
7:30 PM, UNITARIAN CHURCH 

                           3 

ROSH HASHANA MORNING 
SERVICE, 10:00 AM 

ROSH HASHANA FAMILY 
SERVICE, 2:00 PM 

UNITARIAN CHURCH 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
Steering Committee 
Mtg., 7:30 PM @ KH 
Office 

7 
Discussion Shabbat, 
Agreeing to Disagree, 
7:30 PM @ Unitarian 
Church 

8 
 

9 
Sunday School w/PreK, 
PreK-1 Parents Mtg, 9:30 

Storytime for Young 
Children, 10:30 

Staff Meeting, Hebrew & 
Mitzvah Classes, 11:45 

Choir Rehearsal, 7PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

10 
 

11 
YOM KIPPUR EVENING SERVICE, 

7:30 PM 
 

UNITARIAN CHURCH 

                                 12 
YOM KIPPUR MORNING SERVICE, 

10:00 AM 

YOM KIPPUR FAMILY SERVICE, 
2:00 PM 

YOM KIPPUR MEMORIAL & 
CONCLUDING SERVICES, 

3:30 PM 

UNITARIAN CHURCH 

13 

 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Sunday School, Conf. Field 
Trip, Adult Ed America: The 
Secular Republic, 9:30 

Youth Group, 11:30 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

17 
 

18 
 

19 

Storytime for Young 
Children, 10:30 AM @ 
Unitarian Church 

Sefer Circle, The Plot Against 
America by Philip Roth, 7:30 
PM @ Unitarian Church 

20 
 

21 
Bar Mitzvah of Bennett 
Davishoff, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 
 

22 
Storytime for Young 
Children, 3:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 
 

POT LUCK DINNER & 
SUKKOT CELEBRATION 

5PM @ UNITARIAN CHURCH 

23 
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  

24 25 
Adult Ed, The Nature of 
People, 7:30 PM @ 
Unitarian Church 

26 
 

27 28 29 

30 
Sunday School w/PreK, 
2nd/3rd Parents Mtg, 9:30 

Choir Concert, 11:00 

Hebrew & Mitzvah Classes, 
11:45 

31      

  
175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 
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Holiday Storytimes for Young Children 
	

Come	learn	about	the	Jewish	High	Holidays	with	stories,	songs,	and	activities	for	children	ages	
0-2	with	 a	 parent	 or	 caregiver	 (older	 children	welcome).	 Rabbi	 Adam	Chalom	 and	 Education	
Director	Dawn	Friedman	of	Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	lead	these	storytime	sessions.	
Get	to	know	other	families	in	your	community!	Resources	for	celebrating	the	High	Holidays	will	
be	provided.			

	
Sunday,	September	18	

2:30-3:00	PM	•	Deerfield	Barnes	&	Noble,	728	North	Waukegan	Road	
	

Wednesday,	September	21	
10:30-11:00	AM	•	The	Book	Bin,	1151	Church	Street,	Northbrook	

	
Sunday,	October	9	

10:30-11:30	AM	•	Deerfield	High	School,	1959	Waukegan	Road	
	

	
Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	is	a	welcoming,	thinking	community	of	Humanists	who	celebrate	
Jewish	traditions	together	with	open	minds	and	hearts.	Interfaith/intercultural	and	LGBT	families	are	
very	welcome.	Visit	us	at	www.KolHadash.com.	

	
Questions?	Contact	info@KolHadash.com	•	RSVP	at	http://www.juf.org/holidays101	

For	information	on	all	jBaby	programs,	visit:	http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx	
	

	
	
	
	

 

This	 program	 is	 made	 possible	 by	 a	 grant	
from	jBaby	Chicago,	a	program	of	the	Jewish	
Federation	of	Metropolitan	Chicago. 
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A Fun Outing for the ENTIRE CONGREGATION! 

at Apple Holler, just across the Wisconsin border 

Sunday, September 25 
10:30 AM Departure from Deerfield High School 

	
What’s Rosh Hashana without apples? 

Join your Kol Hadash family and pick your own apples 
fresh from the trees (and maybe purchase other apple 
goodies at the market). After shortened Sunday School 
classes and Adult Education (9:30–10:30), families will 
travel from Deerfield High School to Apple Holler Orchard, 
5006 S. Sylvania Ave, Sturtevant, Wisconsin. It’s about a 
35-minute drive.  
 
We welcome all members to join us! Members without 
children in Sunday School: join us for Adult Education 
(9:30-10:30 AM) at DHS, or simply meet us at Apple 
Holler. 
 
 
 

Admission Fee for Apple Holler 
$20 per person 

$10 per child 7 & under 
(pay at the door upon arrival)  

 
Admission includes: pick-your-own apples, hay wagon orchard tour, 

farm animals, corn maze, and other activities for the day. Apple 
Holler has a restaurant, café, and market for lunch options. 

Visit appleholler.com for more information. 
 

Families are responsible for their own transportation 
(carpools encouraged). 

 
RSVP to Dawn Friedman by Thursday, September 22 

(education@KolHadsh.com, 847-997-8931) 



 
 

 
 
	
	
 

 
 
	

	
	

Storytimes	for	Young	Children	in	Our	Sukkah!	
	

Come	learn	about	the	Jewish	fall	harvest	festival	of	Sukkot	with	stories,	songs,	and	activities	for	
children	ages	0-2	with	a	parent	or	caregiver	(older	children	welcome).	We	will	gather	in	the	Kol	
Hadash	sukkah	at	the	North	Shore	Unitarian	Church.	Rabbi	Adam	Chalom	and	Education	Director	
Dawn	Friedman	of	Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	lead	these	storytime	sessions.	Get	to	know	
other	families	in	your	community!	Resources	for	celebrating	Sukkot	will	be	provided.		

	
	

	
	

	

Kol	Hadash	Humanistic	Congregation	 is	a	welcoming,	 thinking	community	of	Humanists	who	celebrate	
Jewish	traditions	together	with	open	minds	and	hearts.	Interfaith/intercultural	and	LGBT	families	are	very	
welcome.	Visit	us	at	www.KolHadash.com.	
	

Questions?	Contact	info@KolHadash.com	
RSVP:	http://www.juf.org/holidays101	

	
For	a	listing	of	all	jBaby	classes	&	programs:	http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx	

	
	

	
	
	

 

This	 program	 is	 made	 possible	 by	 a	 grant	
from	jBaby	Chicago,	a	program	of	the	Jewish	
Federation	of	Metropolitan	Chicago. 

Wednesday,	October	19	
10:30-11:00	AM	

Saturday,	October	22	
3:30-4:00	PM	

North	Shore	Unitarian	Church	
	2100	Half	Day	Road,	Deerfield	
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A  new opportun i ty  to  exp lore  
Jewish books with Rabbi Chalom 

 
 
 

The Plot Against America 
by Philip Roth 

 
Wednesday, October 19 

7:30 PM 
North Shore Unitarian Church 
In the sukkah (weather permitting) 

or indoors 
 
 
 

 
 
Have you ever wanted to explore the best of Jewish literature and thought with 
a tour guide? Coming in October, Kol Hadash is launching a new “Sefer Circle” 
[sefer is Hebrew for “book”], facilitated by Rabbi Chalom. We will meet in 
alternate months from our well-established, member-led Kol Hadash Book Club.  
 
Join us for the first Sefer Circle on October 19 for a discussion of Philip Roth’s 
2004 novel, The Plot Against America. Roth’s fascinating counter-history 
explores what might have happened in America if Charles Lindbergh’s 
isolationism won the U.S. presidential election in 1940. A dozen years after its 
publication, how is Roth’s dystopian America relevant, given today’s politics? 
 
 

Join us on October 19! 
 

Sefer Circle discussions are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 
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No Laugh Track Needed . . . 
for Our TV Sitcom-Themed 

 

We start at Cheers (one member’s home), where we’ll 
toast with Gilligan’s Long Island Iced Tea and a selection 
of fine Redd (Foxx) and (Betty) White wine, and we’ll 
enjoy assorted sitcom-themed appetizers. Then we’ll 
drive to Mel’s Diner (other members’ homes) where Alice 
will serve a small-group catered dinner. Finally, we’ll 
reunite with our Friends at Central Perk (another 
member’s home) for coffee and assorted sitcom-themed 
desserts. If you’re Married with Children, leave The 
Rugrats at home — this is not a Family Affair. (But call the 
Kol Hadash office for a list of Kol Hadash teen babysitters.) 
 

Saturday, November 5 

Begins at 6:00 PM 

Cost: $20 Per Person 

Curb Your Enthusiasm before you end up in Night Court! 
Sign up online or send in your registration form by October 21 to give us a Full House. 

Visit http://tinyurl.com/z94uj6l for online registration. 
 
 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

E-mails: __________________________________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________ 

Do you have any food or pet allergies? ____ Yes          ____ No (If yes, we will contact you!) 

I/We would like to bring (choose one):  ____ Sitcom-inspired appetizer (for 12) 
____ Sitcom-inspired dessert (for 10) 
____ I/we are flexible and can bring whichever you ask for the week before 

Get Smart and label your dish with your sitcom-inspired name! There will be prizes for cleverest entries! 

I/We would like to be a dinner host:   ____ Yes           ____ No 
Note: The entire meal is catered. Dinner hosts only need to pick up the food Saturday afternoon, set their table, and warm the food. Instead of 
bringing an appetizer or dessert, dinner hosts are asked to provide two bottles of wine for their dinner guests.   

Number of guests    _____ @ $20 per person  =  $_____ enclosed. 

Be part of the Good Times and send your checks, payable to Kol Hadash, to The Office: 
Kol Hadash, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL  60069 

Or register/pay online at  http://tinyurl.com/z94uj6l 
RSVP deadline is October 21! Seriously, no exceptions!!! 



 
 
 

All-Congregation 

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22 
5:00–7:00 PM 

 
ALL are welcome! 
FREE of charge! 

 
(Rain or Shine! We’ll meet indoors in case 

of bad weather.) 
 

NORTH SHORE UNITARIAN CHURCH 
2100 HALF DAY ROAD, DEERFIELD 

 

Enjoy autumn outdoors with us! 
What better place to celebrate the Jewish fall harvest holiday than in our congregational 
sukkah, with your Kol Hadash friends! 

NEW THIS YEAR: We will gather on Saturday night for a POTLUCK DINNER indoors, and then 
CELEBRATE & SING OUTDOORS IN OUR SUKKAH. 

Families should bring a dish for the potluck dinner (please no peanuts, tree nuts of any 
kind, or sesame seeds). Bring chairs or blankets for the sukkah celebration. Feel free to 
bring a seasonal item (small pumpkins, gourds, dried corn, etc.) or art to hang in the 
sukkah. Kids can also make decorations at the Youth Group-sponsored craft table.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUKKAH CONSTRUCTION AND TAKE-DOWN ON 
OCTOBER 15 OR 16 & OCTOBER 23. CONTACT DAWN IF YOU CAN HELP. 

Our Sukkot celebration is intended for ALL KOL HADASH MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND 
GUESTS. This is a great opportunity for Sunday School families and non-school families 
to celebrate together! 
Questions? Contact Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931). 



 
 
 

What Is Sukkot ? 
 

Sukkot began as one of three major harvest festivals of the ancient Hebrew people. In the 
spring, farmers harvested winter wheat during Matzot (shepherds called it Pesakh/ “Passover”). 
In the summer, the first fruits of the field were collected and celebrated as Katzir (“harvest”—
also called Shavuot/“weeks”). And in the fall, the major wheat harvest was marked by building 
booths (sukkot) in the fields, working by day and eating and sleeping by night. The seven-day 
Sukkot holiday comes shortly before the rainy season in the land of Israel, and Sukkot was THE 
major fall festival before the addition of the “High Holidays” of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  

 

Of course, all human culture evolves. Later generations connected the Sukkot harvest holiday 
to the narrative of the Exodus from Egypt, seeing the sukkah as a reminder of forty years of 
wandering in the desert. However, according to the biblical book of Nehemiah, Sukkot was not 
celebrated in the land of Israel for centuries after the supposed Exodus. In the biblical calendar, 
Sukkot and autumn were in the seventh month, though in Judaism today Sukkot begins on the 
15th of the first month. At the Jerusalem Temple, the major Sukkot pilgrimage would culminate 
in a special water ritual, but these were discontinued after the Temple’s destruction 2,000 
years ago. Over the centuries, as the Jewish people became more urban and farming became 
a cultural memory (as it is in suburban Chicago!), symbolic aspects of Sukkot became more 
important.  

Some familiar elements of Sukkot today include: 

Building a sukkah: Even if not used for harvesting, a 
temporary structure of at least three walls with a 
partially covered roof is traditionally built soon after 
Yom Kippur. Some Jewish congregations build a common 
sukkah, while other individual families may have their 
own. Some even eat or sleep in their sukkah. (Visit 
www.sukkahcity.com to see some creative sukkah 
designs.) 

Lulav: A combination of branches from willow, myrtle 
and date palm trees. When shaken, the lulav sounds a 
bit like the rain hoped for by the ancient farmers. 

Etrog: A yellow citron that is not edible but has a sweet, 
perfumed scent. Once, when a Jerusalem Temple priest 
disrespected the water ritual, the people pelted him 
with their etrogim! 

Guests: It is an old tradition to welcome guests into one’s sukkah. Some imagine 
famous Biblical figures as participants in their celebration. We have invited you!  


