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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 

The New Reality 
by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

 
What are the most important Jewish holidays? As usual, it 
depends on whom you ask. 

Most American Jews would respond, “Hanukkah and Passover,” 
and these are certainly the most-observed Jewish holidays by 
American Jews by a wide margin: more than 70 percent report 
that they attend a seder or light at least some Hanukkah candles. 
Historically, however, the most significant and strict Jewish 
observances were the High Holidays — particularly Yom Kippur — 
and Shabbat. And even though synagogue attendance continues to 
be highest during the High Holidays, more and more Jews don’t 
even show up for them; a higher percentage report they fast on 

Yom Kippur than attend services! And many fewer attend services than celebrate Hanukkah or Passover. 
Why is it that Hanukkah and Passover are so important today?  

• They are celebrated with family, so there are emotional ties. 
• They happen in the home, so no expensive institutional membership or tickets required. 
• They are organized around special foods and readily understood symbols. 
• They are episodic (unlike Shabbat, which occurs every week), so one can observe them 

without disrupting one’s everyday life. 
• They are reinforced by the surrounding society, occurring during Christmas and Easter 

seasons. This works for both interfaith/intercultural families and for general Jewish 
participation in American culture. 

Of course, Jews living in Eastern Europe were also surrounded by Christmas and Easter, but 
since they did not care what their neighbors thought and generally resisted acculturation, 
Hanukkah remained a minor holiday. 

The key point for us to consider is that connections to Jewish institutions are far less common 
than connections to being Jewish outside of the synagogue. In the 1960s, more than 60 percent of 
American Jews were synagogue members, and in some suburban communities, the proportion was 
much higher. Today, closer to one-third are synagogue members, though a higher proportion 
become temporary members through their children’s educational process.  

This change does not mean that synagogues are done for or have outlived their usefulness, but it 
does mean that we can no longer assume that people will be joining somewhere, and that our job 
is simply to convince them to join us. Rather, we must realize that we have to give people 
compelling reasons to join anything, since, if their Jewishness is based on Hanukkah and Passover, 
they feel little need to join. 

We who have found the benefits of a warm, welcoming and supportive community — inspiration, 
fellowship, learning, connections to our roots and to each other — have to reach people where they 
are, in the new reality of Jewish life. The many possible Jewish futures may be very different from 
the Jewish present, but they all start here and now. 
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View from the Chair 
by Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor 
(scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family, 
Happy October! Although the 
days are getting cooler and 
shorter, autumn is my 
favorite season. The 
crispness in the air is 
invigorating and persuades 
nature to paint her landscape 
with a beautiful palette. I 
enjoy seeing the golds and 

ambers, crimsons and scarlets in the leaves this time of year.  
October also means a full calendar of activities at Kol 

Hadash, following great turnout we had for our High Holiday 
services. I want to specifically mention our Welcome 
Members Wine & Cheese Shabbat Service on October 2 and 
our Progressive Dinner on October 17. Both are great 
opportunities to get better acquainted with your KH family, 
and I hope to see many of you at both events. Look for details 
in this Shofar, on our website and in our weekly emails.  

I would also like to encourage you to attend a Shabbat 
service or two. I know it can be difficult to leave the house 
after a hectic week, when it seems easier to kick off the 
shoes, grab a cold drink and just zzzz out. I often feel the 
same way. BUT . . . when I do fight the inertia and make the 
effort, I am always glad, for many reasons. Our services are 
always interesting, with familiar music and thoughtful 
readings, poetry and discussions. Meeting friends and greeting 
new faces is also an enjoyable way to end the week. For me, 
the best reason is that Shabbat services help to separate me 
from the controlled (sometimes) chaos of the work week, and 
allows me some quiet time to decompress and reflect on the 
less mundane details of life for a few hours. I hope you will 
consider attending a service — I’m sure you will find it as 
valuable as I have. 

There are other ways to participate in the life of our 
congregation. Spending a little time working on a committee 
is a great way to meet other members, have some fun and 
share your ideas. There are several committees that would be 
happy to have your help, and it’s easy to volunteer. Just send 
a note to the committee chair (they are listed to the left of 
this column and on our website), and let them know. 

I also want to invite you to attend a Steering Committee 
meeting. The meetings are held on the first Thursday of the 
month at the congregation office in Lincolnshire and are open 
to any member of the congregation. It’s an opportunity to 
meet interesting members and find out more about how our 
community functions. We would be happy to see you. 

Until then, take the time to enjoy a lovely fall day during 
the month — and a fun Kol Hadash event as well! 

 
Sheila Sebor 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Larry Dworsky, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson, 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Shwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitting@KolHadash.com 

Marketing Committee  
Mark Friedman, marketing@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson & Kim Stone, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

❈ 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to 
all members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
Shabbat Service: The Life of Moses — The End of the Torah 
Friday, October 2• North Shore Unitarian Church 
Welcome Wine & Cheese Reception, 7:00 PM • Service: 7:30 PM 
Shabbat Service, 7:30 PM  
While the only constant character throughout the Torah is the Hebrew God, the most prominent human 
is undoubtedly Moses. From his improbable birth and survival to the end of his life, described in the last 
Torah portion of the Jewish year, the life of Moses defines the dramatic arc of the Jewish origin myth.  

 

Family Sukkot Service 
Sunday, October 4, 9:00 AM • Heller Nature Center, 
Highland Park 
All Kol Hadash members are welcome to join us at our 
annual Sukkot celebration at Heller Nature Center. 
The 97-acre nature preserve provides a wonderful, 
picturesque setting to gather, sing songs, eat snacks, 
and enjoy what is sure to be a beautiful fall morning. 
You don’t have to have kids in Sunday School to enjoy 
this great morning in the outdoors! BYO lawn chairs. 
Many members choose to take a nature hike on 
Heller’s beautiful, marked trails after the service. See 
the enclosed flyer for more details. 

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Introduction 
Tuesday, October 6, 7:30 PM • North Shore 
Unitarian Church 
For cultural Jews, what could be more important than 
studying Jewish culture? The music, literature, art and 
celebrations of life and the seasons are the lived 
experience of Judaism. 

Shabbat Service: Living with Uncertainty 
Friday, October 16, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
To live as a humanist means no guarantees: the world does not conform to our moral agenda, the 
righteous may not be rewarded, the wicked may get away with it, and we do not know if even our best-
laid plans will come to pass. Living with uncertainty can be challenging, but it is also the key to 
freedom and dignity. 

The Congregation is invited to 
attend 

 
The Bar Mitzvah of  

Jack Gold 
 

Son of 
Aaron & Karen Gold 

 
Saturday, October 3, 10:30 AM 

 
North Shore Unitarian Church 

Deerfield, IL 
 

Before the October 2 service, join us at 7:00 for our festive Welcome Wine & Cheese Reception! We 
encourage all members who have recently joined Kol Hadash to attend and get to know other 
members. It’s just one way of meeting new friends and getting more comfortable at Kol Hadash. 

Kol Hadash Progressive Dinner: It’s Greek to Me! 
Saturday, October 17 • Starts 6:00 PM • Location(s) TBA 

Don’t Miss THE Social Event of the Year! 
 

Our clever and dedicated Progressive Dinner team is sure to provide yet another night of fun, food 
and friends for all Kol Hadash members. Reservations must close October 2, so visit our website or 
see the flyer enclosed in this edition of the Shofar for details and reserve your place today! First-
year Kol Hadash members are invited at no charge (but we still need your reservation). 
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Nov 6 Shabbat Service (see below) 
Nov 8 Guest Speaker: Shulem Deen 
Nov 14 Movie Club 
Nov 18 Adult Ed Lunch & Learn 
Nov 18 Book Club 
Nov 20 Shabbat Service 
Nov 22 Sunday School Bagel Brunch 
Dec 3 & 6 Hanukkah Storytime for Young Children 
Dec 13  Hanukkah Celebration 
Jan 9 Movie Club  
Jan 24  Tu B’Shevat Seder 
Feb 28 Taste of Kol Hadash 
Mar 4-6 HuJews Teen Conclave in Chicago 
Mar 20 Purim Carnival 
April 17 Passover Seder 
May 13 Sunday School Confirmation 
 

SPECIAL SHABBAT SERVICE GUEST SPEAKER 
Friday, November 6 

Israeli Rabbi Ruti Bidetz speaks on conflicts 
between the religious and the secular and her 
experiences as a Humanistic rabbi in Israel. 

Don’t miss it! 
 

This Month’s Events, cont. 

 
Kol Hadash Knitters 
Monday, October 19, 7:30 PM • Kol Hadash Office 
Calling all knitters and stitchers! The KH knitting 
group will meet on October 19 to plan their next 
knitting project for charitable donation. All are 
welcome, no matter what your experience is! RSVP to 
Victoria Ratnaswamy (knitters@KolHadash.com). 

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: High Holidays 
Tuesday, October 20, 7:30 PM • North Shore 
Unitarian Church 
Currently the peak of the congregational year, how 
did the Jewish New Year get set in the Fall? And how 
did the celebrations evolved from animal sacrifice and 
the scapegoat to apples and honey? 

Adult Education: Israel Update 
Sunday, October 25, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High 
School 
Relations between Israel and the United States have 
rarely been this tense. Disputes over the Iran nuclear 
pact, negotiations with the Palestinians, and turmoil 
in the region have persistently marked the tenures of 
President Obama and Prime Minister Netanyahu. 
Continuing battles between the secular and ultra-
Orthodox have only added to the stress. What is the 
current state of affairs? 

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Passover 
Tuesday, October 27, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Passover began as a synthesis of shepherd and farmer spring celebrations, one focused on a lamb 
sacrifice and the other on old wheat. How the Exodus story became part of the celebration, and when 
the seder evolved, are a fascinating example of Jewish cultural evolution. 

Shabbat Service: 70 Years of the United Nations 
Friday, October 30, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
As World War II was ending, a new vision for international relations began — multilateral cooperation of 
all humanity rather than a teetering balance of power that had twice exploded into destructive conflict. 
The Cold War immediately challenged that vision, and international politics ever since have impeded its 
realization. Two generations later, how do we evaluate the legacy and current reality of the United 
Nations? 
 
 
 
 

                      Kol Hadash Conversation Starters! 
A while back, we held a congregation-wide contest to create a slogan that 
would start a conversation about Kol Hadash and Humanistic 
Judaism. The winning slogan was In Good We Trust.  
    We have printed this slogan on t-shirts, grocery tote bags, mugs, and 
other high-quality items that are available for purchase on 
zazzle.com. While Kol Hadash does not make a profit on these sales, each 
item can be ordered individually according to size and preference. Please 
visit zazzle.com and search for “Kol Hadash” to find our items. Once you 
buy your items, you can proudly promote Kol Hadash!  
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

There are a lot of Jewish holidays in the fall! As we settled into our 
school routines, the High Holidays offered us a chance to come 
together as a community of all ages for celebration and reflection. 
Up next, we enjoy the splendor of autumn with the harvest holiday 
of Sukkot. Our family Sukkot celebration is Sunday, October 4, at 
the Heller Nature Center. This year, we’ll start a little earlier, at 
9:00, so students have a chance to make something to hang in the 
sukkah. Of course, you can still bring mini pumpkins, gourds, and 
other seasonal items, too. After our service led by Rabbi Adam, 
we’ll eat, schmooze, and enjoy a hike in the prairie.  

The following Sunday, October 11, we observe Simchat Torah 
with an all-school service at the end of classes. We celebrate torah 
in all its definitions — the foundational stories of the Jewish people 
contained in the Torah, the beauty of the scroll itself, learning and 

study in general. Simchat Torah traditionally is marked by reading from the end of the Torah in 
Deuteronomy and immediately returning to the beginning in Genesis; so too, we as teachers and 
students review what we’ve learned and begin anew each fall. And on October 18, the Kol Hadash 
Choir, usually only heard at adult High Holidays services, will give a special concert at Sunday School, 
from 11:00-11:30 AM; they will be joined by our Children’s Choir.  Everyone is welcome to join us at any 
of these programs.   
 
L’shanah tovah! 
Dawn Friedman 
Youth Education Director 
 
This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: October 11, 18, 25 
Regular Classes, 9:30–11:30 AM  • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah Class, 11:45 AM–12:45 PM 

• October 4: No classes at DHS (come to Heller for Sukkot) 
• October 11: PreK students may join the K/1st class 
• October 11: Adult Hebrew 
• October 11: Youth Education Committee Meeting 
• October 18: PreK/K/1st Parents Meeting 
• October 25: PreK students may join the K/1st class 
• Snack Schedule: 10/11, mini bagels (gluten-free Pirate’s Booty 

available); 10/18, apple slices; 10/25, carrots 
 
 
Sunday School News & Events 
 
Sukkot Celebration: October 4, 9:00–11:00 AM at Heller Nature Center 
Kol Hadash celebrates Sukkot with an all-ages family service at the Heller 
Nature Center in Highland Park. See the enclosed flyer. Bring a gourd or 
other seasonal item (with string attached) to hang in our sukkah, as well as chairs and blankets to sit on 
outdoors. (No dogs, please). Before the service, the Youth Group runs a craft table where children can 
decorate a mini-pumpkin or make decorations to hang in the sukkah.  
 

S u k k a h  C r e w  N e e d e d !  
We need volunteers to help build our sukkah! Volunteers are needed to build the sukkah on Sunday, 
September 27 (after Sunday School drop-off) and to take it down on Sunday, October 4, after our Sukkot 
service. If you can volunteer, contact Dawn Friedman (education@kolhadash.com, 847-997-8931). 
 
 

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food Restrictions 
Please note that food brought to 
Sunday School may not contain any 
peanuts, tree nuts (including 
almonds), or sesame seeds, due to 
severe allergies among our 
students. This includes snacks or 
lunches brought to Sunday School 
and Hebrew School, as well as any 
foods brought to meetings or 
events at DHS. We cannot allow 
snacks from home due to other 
student allergies. Thank you for 
your cooperation! 
 



b)   

- 6 - 

Youth Group: October 4 Sukkot Craft Activity Table, 9:00 AM–11:00AM at Heller Nature Center 
The Kol Hadash Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade and up. Students plan their own 
programming, with advisor Aleya Schwartz. This month, Youth Group runs the Sukkot craft activity!  
 
Sunday School Simchat Torah Service: October 11, 11:00–11:30 AM at Deerfield High School 
Come celebrate the Jewish holiday that honors a book! Simchat Torah traditionally is marked by reading 
from the end of the Torah in Deuteronomy and immediately returning to the beginning in Genesis.  We 
expand the holiday to celebrate all learning. Students will have a chance to see our congregation’s 
Torah up close. All are welcome. 
 
Confirmation Class Field Trip: October 11, Central Avenue Synagogue (Orthodox), Highland Park 
David Hirsch’s 9th & 10th graders study comparative religion and visit various religious institutions 
throughout the year. They will depart from DHS at 8:00 AM and return at about 11:00 AM. Congregants 
are welcome to join them; contact Dawn Friedman for information. 
 
Youth Education Committee Meeting: October 11, 9:30 AM at Deerfield High School 
Want to get more involved in your child’s Jewish education and in Kol Hadash? Already helped at one or 
more school events last year? Just want to know what’s coming up in Sunday School? Come to our 
monthly metings! Our YEC serves as a combination school board and PTO, coordinating school events 
and family programs and deciding school policies. For more information, contact YEC Co-Chairs Karen 
Jackson or Kim Stone at YEC@KolHadash.com. 
 
Sunday Adult Hebrew Class: October 11, 9:30-11:00 AM at Deerfield High School 
Dr. David Steiner, Kol Hadash’s Hebrew teacher and B’nai Mitzvah tutor, has lived in Israel for 12 years, 
served in the IDF, wrote four Hebrew screenplays and is studying to become a Secular Humanist Rabbi. 
He was a multimedia producer in Israel and published Israel’s first hybrid CD-ROM/Internet 
entertainment and culture periodical, Megazine. Teaching Hebrew, for David, is much more than 
conveying the mechanics of the language. In his classes, he contextualizes Hebrew, in history, in Jewish 
theology and history, and in Zionism. Learning a language once a week for an hour is not sufficient to 
get you a job selling falafel on Dizengof Street in Tel Aviv, but with David as your instructor, you may 
just learn to love the language of our people and have the desire to deepen your studies. Classes are 
offered at no charge (though donations are always welcome). If you’d like to participate, contact Dawn 
Friedman (education@KolHadash.com). 
 
Kol Hadash Choir Sings at School: October 18, 11:00–11:30 AM at DHS 
Usually only heard at the High Holidays adult services, the Kol Hadash Choir will give a special concert 
for our Sunday School students and their families on October 18. Our Children’s Choir will also sing! All 
are welcome.   
 
Class Parents Meeting: PreK/K/1st, October 18, 9:30-11:00 AM at DHS 
Our series of grade-level parents meetings kicks off with a chance for parents of PreKindergarten 
through 1st grade students to get together over bagels and coffee, learn more about what their kids are 
studying in Sunday School, and share thoughts about issues that are important to them. Meetings for 
parents with children in other classes continue throughout the year.  
 
Parent/Tot Activities 
Kids too little for Sunday School? Looking to meet other Kol Hadash parents? Families with children ages 
0-4 are welcome at all our holiday celebrations and cultural programs; next up is Sukkot, October 4. We 
can arrange other playgroup meetings based on interest.  
 
We also offer holiday-themed storytimes for children 0-5 and parents at local Barnes & Noble stores 
(funded by a grant from jBaby Chicago, a program of the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago). 
To register for those programs, visit http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/jewishholidays101.aspx. To see 
the full schedule of classes offered by jBaby partner organizations, visit 
http://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/partnerClassesList.aspx. Our next story time is in our sukkah at the 
Heller Nature Center:  Tuesday, September 29, 2:30–3:00 PM.  
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Community Service Corner 

High Holiday Collection 
Many, many thanks to the Kol Hadash community for donating so generously as part of our High 
Holidays collection for A Safe Place, the local organization that provides services for victims of 
domestic violence. We collected two entire carloads of items on the Safe Place wish list — items 
that will help meet the most important daily needs of the women and children served by the 
organization. 
 
A Safe Place Holiday Store 
A Safe Place has a large community room that they turn into a "store" for Christmas shopping. It is 
free for the people who received services from A Safe Place during the year. We are looking for 
volunteers to help place gift items on tables, racks and shelves during the weeks of November 13 
and November 30. We are looking for four volunteers to work two-hour shifts (dates and times 
TBD). For more information, please contact communityservice@kolhadash.com. 
 
Winter Collection  
Our next charitable collection will be our annual winter-holidays collection. If you would like to 
volunteer to help with this or any other Community Service Committee project, please contact 
communityservice@kolhadash.com. 
 
Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy (below right) and Sue Addelson delivered the Kol Hadash Knitters’ latest 
projects to A Safe Place last month. The two hand-knitted blankets created by KH volunteers look 
great in the moms’ living room and kids’ rec room, and the center was thrilled to receive them. 
Our next project is to knit hats, scarves and mittens for A Safe Place. Whether you are a beginner, 
rusty knitter or experienced, you are welcome to come to our next meeting, October 19, 7:30 PM, 
at the Kol Hadash office in Lincolnshire. RSVP to knitting@kolhadash.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

News from the Jewish Community 
 
Adult Conversational Hebrew Classes at the JCC 
“Say It in Hebrew” adult Hebrew conversation classes by the JCC combine the best methodologies 
in language instruction in a learner-centered supportive and stimulating environment. Class are 
taught by native-speaking master teachers who enjoy helping adult learners reach their language 
goals, connecting Hebrew to Israeli culture so that it is practical and relevant. Five levels of 
instruction are offered at three locations: Mayer Kaplan JCC in Skokie, Florence Heller JCC in 
Lakeview and Bernard Weinger JCC in Northbrook. Classes start October 12. To register or find 
more information, visit: www.gojcc.org/hebrew. 
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“Holding my 5-year-old daughter’s hand and crying,” is how 
Leora Hatchwell describes her very first High Holiday services. 
She was at our predecessor congregation Beth Or’s Yom Kippur 
Children’s service and was crying tears of joy because “I felt like 
I had come home.”  

Leora’s parents were Israelis who moved to Los Angeles when 
Leora was 2½ years old. She was raised as a secular Jew without 
any congregational affiliation. Years later, when Leora was 
pregnant with her daughter, Callie, she and husband Tom agreed 
that Tom would answer all of the “Why is water wet?” and “Why 
is the sky blue?” questions. In exchange, Leora would have to 
answer all the questions about sex and religion. So when Callie 
was a couple of years old, Leora went to a Meet the Congregation 

service at Beth Or. She really liked the service because it reflected the morals and values with which 
she had been raised. But at that time, Leora recalls, she didn’t understand the importance of 
community and camaraderie, so she waited to join until Callie was ready to start Sunday School.  

In 2000, Leora was persuaded to join the Board at Beth Or, and in 2001, she helped form Kol Hadash. 
She says that this experience has had a long-lasting impact on both her and Callie — for Leora because 
she was awed by the number of people who joined Kol Hadash and their sense of camaraderie and 
community; for Callie because she learned that her mother and her mother’s friends would fight for 
what they believed in but would also compromise when necessary. Leora says that these lessons have 
had a big impact on who Callie is today.  

Leora has done almost everything there is to do at Kol Hadash. She served on the Steering 
Committee for thirteen years, including being the chair for two years. She spent many years on the 
Membership Committee and ran the Social Events Committee. She currently Chairs the Bylaws 
Committee, serves on the Finance Committee, serves on the Progressive Dinner Committee, co-
organizes the Community Passover Seder, co-organizes the Movie Club, and has been the 7th-8th grade 
Sunday school teacher for 13 years. Yet, she is probably best-known for being one of the “The Name Tag 
Ladies” at High Holidays. Not only do she and her partner-in-nametags, Lori Gerberding, print, organize 
and hand out all the name tags, but Leora says she is the main reason we have them. “When I was at 
Beth Or I didn’t know anyone. I wanted Kol Hadash to have name tags to help make it more of a 
community.”  

Leora went to college in Israel, where she earned a BA in Nutrition, and later earned a Masters in 
Food Science & Nutrition at the University of Illinois. She worked in product development for Libby, 
Nestle, NutraSweet (developing the first non-fat ice cream using a fat substitute), and for Food 
Materials Corporation, where she developed products to demo the company’s flavors. In 2000, Leora 
left her career to stay home with her then 12-year-old Callie. She vividly recalls all those great heart-
to-heart conversations prior to leaving work: “What did you do today?” “Nothing.” “What did you learn 
in school today?” “Nothing.”  Afterwards, she was privy to those back-seat conversations between Callie 
and her friends. 

Leora and her husband, Tom McCune, live in Buffalo Grove. Their daughter, Callie, now 27 years old, 
is a coordinator of public programs at the Indiana Historical Society in Indianapolis. 

Three things that few people at Kol Hadash know about Leora: 
1. She never did anything “artsy” or creative before she had Callie, who was somehow “born artsy 

and creative.” Callie always insisted that Leora to do all kinds of art projects with her, and now 
Leora professionally silk-paints chuppas (wedding canopies) and sells her own hand-made beaded 
jewelry.   

2. When Leora is angry, her Hebrew is perfectly accented and grammatically correct. But when she is 
not angry, her Hebrew sounds like an American who doesn’t understand Hebrew grammar. 

3. She was a draft dodger in Israel. Leora got her draft notice when she returned to Israel at age 18, 
but got a deferment to study as a “returning immigrant of emigrants.” She considers herself lucky 
to have avoided boot camp.  

M e e t  M e e t  a  M e m b e ra  M e m b e r !!   
 

MM e e t  e e t  Leora HatchwellLeora Hatchwell  
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 

Kol Hadash Directory Coming Next Month 
Our membership directory will be mailed in 
November. The directory includes Kol Hadash 
Connections, our listing of members’ crafts, 
hobbies, and professional services. If you would like 
a (free) listing in Connections, email Jeremy 
(administrator@kolhadash.com). 

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting one of our Oneg Shabbats is an easy and 
fun way to get involved at Kol Hadash and meet 
new friends. Upcoming available dates include 
December 18, February 19, March 3 & 11, and April 
8, 15 & 29. Interested? Contact David Hirsch 
(oneg@KolHadash.com). 
 
Movie Club Returns in November 
The Chicago Festival of Israeli Film 
(israelifilmchi.org/) will be held take October 28- 
November 8, featuring 20 films, of which most will 
be shown at the AMC Northbrook Court theater. Kol 
Hadashians are encouraged to see one or more of 
the films and come to Movie Club on Saturday, 
November 14, 7:30 PM at the home of Leora 
Hatchwell and Tom McCune to discuss. Bring a 
Middle Eastern dish, sweet or savory, to share. For 
more information, contact Leora Hatchwell and 
Susan Addelson (movies@kolhadash.com). 
 
Thank You! 
• To Sue & Ilya Talman for hosting the Oneg at 

our September 11 Shabbat service.  
• To Marsha & Rick Bolnick for hosting the Oneg 

at the September 25 Shabbat service. 
• To Andrea Friedlander and her volunteers for 

organizing the Kol Hadash honey-tasting booth 
at the September 6 Deerfield Farmers Market. 
More than two dozen visitors stopped by and 
chatted with Rabbi Chalom and KH volunteers 
Mark Friedman, David Hirsch, Rich & Joyce 
Hirsch, Stacey Max and Ron Schwartz.  

 
Family News & Events 
If you or someone you know is experiencing important 
and life-altering events, please share the news with Kol 
Hadash. In times of need, Kol Hadash members can offer 
support. In times of happiness, we can help celebrate. 
To share your news, please contact Rabbi Chalom. 

• Mazel tov to Callie McCune, daughter of Leora 
Hatchwell & Tom McCune, who this summer 
earned her Masters in Public History from IUPUI 
at Indianapolis and immediately started her 
new job as coordinator of public programs at 
the Indiana Historical Society in Indianapolis. 

• Mazel tov to Julie & Ricky Katz on becoming 
grandparents September 21! 

• Wishing Lita Passen a swift recovery from 
recent medical treatment. 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the October 30 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Albert Baer Anita Edwards 
Dorothy Feldman Melvin Gerberding 
Eileen Herron  George Jerris 
Bernice Kirsner Alice Lakin 
Frieda Levitt Leopold Levoy 
David Marcus Belle Matthews 
Ben Matthews Bonnie Pashkow 
Morris Richter Nathan Rothenberg 
Alvin Samson Bertie Sarasohn 
Katherine Tankel-Lipkin Dorothy Wolens 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Diane Sandler  October 3 
Daphne Kass  October 4 
Ronald Sebor  October 5 
Robert Seeley  October 7 
Rabbi Adam Chalom  October 9 
Micah Finkelman  October 11 
Elyse Shaffer  October 11 
Evan Katz  October 14 
Laura Burk  October 16 
Betty Gordon  October 20 
Tate Landsman  October 24 
Lenore Adler  October 25 
Michael Brook  October 25 
Jonah Chalom  October 26 
Glynis Hirsch  October 29 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Suzanna & Larry Dworsky  October 9 
Andi & Thomas Kenney  October 10 
AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom  October 13 
Dawn & Mark Friedman  October 16 
Diane & David Sandler  October 18 
Alexandra & William Brook  October 23 
Bobby & Howard Jacobs  October 23 
Michelle & Steven Fishman  October 28 
Eleanor & Louis Altman  October 30 
 

✡ 
 

Celebrate & Remember with Kol Hadash 
A contribution to Kol Hadash is a meaningful way to 
express your wishes of sympathy, joy, congrats or mazel 
tov for your Kol Hadash family and friends' life events. 
 
  

Don’t Miss Out! 

Kol Hadash Progressive Dinner 

October 17 
Reservations must CLOSE October 2! 

See the enclosed flyer and reserve your place! 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 
Weiss Choir Fund  

Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund 
To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its 
gratitude to the following individuals, whose donations were received in the last month. 
 

Courtney	  Fleisher	  ,	  to	  the	  Rabbi’s	  Discretionary	  Fund,	  with	  much	  appreciation	  for	  helping	  a	  group	  of	  Vermont	  Jews	  celebrate	  
the	  holidays	  in	  a	  manner	  that	  is	  true	  to	  their	  beliefs!	  

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Weiss Choir Fund 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Youth Group Fund 

Paula & David Harris, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, in honor of Sienna’s baby-naming ceremony 

Miriam Marcus, to the Tzedakah Fund, in honor of Margie Marcus’ 85th birthday … mazel tov and many more!  

 

Rosh Hashana Oneg Sponsors 
We thank the following donors for sponsoring our Rosh Hashana evening and morning oneg celebrations. 	  

Roland Finkelman Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch Susan Wagner & Michael Lippitz 
                          Sheila & Ronald Sebor 

 
 

Yom Kippur Memorial Donations 
Susan & Roger Addelson 
Lenore & Howard Adler 
Elaine & Jerome Baer 
Joan Berger 
Sandra & William Brinkman 
Alexandra & Bill Brook 
Laura & Ken Burk 
AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom 
Julie Deutsch 
Loren Deutsch 
Faye Eisenberg 
Patricia & Daniel Finkelman 
Roland Finkelman 
Dawn & Mark Friedman 
Irene Chase & Jeremy Gibson 
Joyce & William Goldman 
Betty Gordon 
Peggy Bartelstein & Bill Gurolnick 
Jason Harris 
Paula & David Harris 
Rhonda & Robert Hart 

Leora Hatchwell 
Karen & Chris Jackson 
Susan & Andrew Kramer 
Arthur Kroft 
Ann & Paul Krouse 
Michael & Nina Lipkin 
Margie Marcus 
Marsha & Mark Milstein 
Lita Passen 
Ellard Pfaelzer 
Victoria Ratnaswamy 
Kathryn Schoenbrod 
Marcy & Paul Schumacker 
Sheila & Ronald Sebor 
Aileen & Robert Seeley 
Margaret Wittlinger & Ross Shepard 
Michele & Joel Shoolin 
Nancy Sohn & Mike Simon 
Merle & James Styer 
Laurie & Michael White 

2015-16 Supporting and Sustaining memberships will be acknowledged in the November issue of the Shofar. 
We thank our members who renewed their memberships with additional support to Kol Hadash 
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol HadashCelebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash   
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are five Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 
! Kol Hadash General Fund — contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities. 

! Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund  — used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes. 

! Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance with charitable 
organizations. 

 

! Weiss Choir Fund — contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program. 
 

! Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — contributions support Youth Group programs and activities. 
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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175 Olde Half Day Road 
Suite 123 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 Your October Shofar is enclosed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

This month! 
 
 

 

 

Sukkot Celebration!Sukkot Celebration!  
	  	  

Sunday, October 4 
9:00-11:00 AM 

Heller Nature Center, Highland Park 
 
 

Details inside 
 

 


