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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 
Jewish Courage 
by Rabbi Adam Chalom 
(rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 
 
•  Item — Western Europe: Militant Islamists 
attack both free speech (journalists and 
cartoonists) and Jewish institutions (a kosher 
grocery and a synagogue) in murderous rampages 
in France and Denmark. 

•  Item — Los Angeles: A Jewish student applying for a position in 
student government has her impartiality questioned because of her 
membership in a Jewish campus organization, and the fact that she is 
Jewish. 
•  Item — Missouri: A candidate for governor commits suicide amid a 
whisper campaign that he is secretly Jewish, which his grandfather 
was but he was not. 
•  Item — Evanston: student government passes a non-binding 
resolution recommending that Northwestern University disinvest from 
companies “implicated” in Israel’s occupation of the West Bank. 

I am generally a positive thinker. I try to think the best of people, 
to give second chances, to understand context and circumstance. I am 
not an alarmist or agitator who riles people up for fundraising or 

identity politics. When I look at previous periods of Jewish history, levels of anti-Jewish sentiment and 
activity are at historic lows — certainly compared to pogroms in the 1880s or mass expulsions in Europe in the 
Middle Ages or from the Middle East in the mid-20th century. 

I am also a realist who wants to face reality. And one cannot be a realist while simultaneously holding a 
naïve faith in inevitable progress. When one of our Sunday School students tells his father that he’s scared to 
go to a synagogue because people are shooting at them, when a steady stream of Facebook posts wonder 
about the future of Jews in Europe, when an online Trinity College survey shows that 54 percent of Jewish 
college students report experiencing or witnessing anti-Semitism on campus, we can’t help but become more 
nervous. 

Yes, we can certainly get some perspective. The proportion of Americans with anti-Semitic attitudes, as 
shown by regular Anti-Defamation League surveys, is less than half of what it was 50 years ago, and even 
lower among native-born Americans. And some on campus might report any criticism of Israel as anti-
Semitism, while others would differentiate between appropriate critique and crossing the line. The violent 
incidents in Europe are perpetrated by lone gunmen rather than entire communities, and are fought against 
by government and police — the opposite of our experience in Germany in the 1930s. Indeed, European 
politicians and governments are explicitly defending Jewish rights and institutions, posting armed police to 
protect synagogues. And I am never afraid to visit Ukrainian Village in Chicago, even on Easter. I see no 
Kristallnacht on the horizon, either there or here.  

Nevertheless, there are still reasons to be concerned. While still a minority (30 percent or less in most 
communities), too many in the Muslim world are willing to excuse extreme, even violent behavior. And the 
conflation of Israel and all Jews may be natural given our own slogans (“We are One,” “Israel Solidarity 
Day”), even though those outside of Israel do not have a vote on its choices.  

There are times that saying “I am Jewish” requires courage. If we draw inspiration from our heritage in 
good times, then we should also find strength from our roots when life is difficult. Our centuries-old chain 
does not end here. And this time, we do not stand for ourselves alone. 
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May 1 Bat Mitzvah of Izzy Levy  
May 13  Book Club 
May 15 Confirmation 
May 17 Last Day of Sunday School/Open House 
May 28 Adult Education Lunch & Learn 
May 29 Bar Mitzvah of Caleb Saks 
June 5 Kol Hadash Mitzvah Shabbat Service 
June 7 Kol Hadash 13th Birthday/Mitzvah Celebration 
June 12 Kol Hadash Annual Meeting 
June 27 Winers 
 

Message from the Chair 
By Steering Committee Chair Bill Brook (scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family Members, 
As the Jewish and Secular calendars coincide this year, once 
again, April is Passover time.  We enjoy Passover in our home 
happily, as opposed to the tumult in my parent’s home.  We 
don’t stress over Pesach the way they did.   

We don’t need to exchange any sets of dishes, glasses and 
silverware or clean out all the chometz (leaven) in the pantry.  
We have a Humanistic Passover seder and festive meal, where we 
reinforce the true meaning of the holiday, which is that only 
through collective action of the proletariat can we overthrow the 
forces of capitalism . . . that is the correct message, isn’t it, 
rabbi?  Oh, yes, I forgot, we also talk about freedom from 
bondage and tikkun olam (repairing the world) too! 

For many years, I would explain the Passover seder to my late 
Serbian Orthodox father-in-law by reminding him of scenes from 
the 1956 film, The Ten Commandments. He could understand the 
Exodus story much easier that way, by visualizing Charlton 
Heston and Yul Brynner arguing over the fate of the Hebrews. It 
was a great way of bonding our two foreign cultures together 
into a singular American experience.  We will miss him this year, 
but he lives on in the memories of our family.  I’ll think of him 
when we pour the second and third glasses of wine! 

If you don’t feel like cooking at all this year, come to our 
Community Passover Seder at Bluegrass Restaurant on Saturday, 
April 4 — it is always a good time. Who could pass up a Cajun 
seder, complete with the Four Questions sung in an Arabic cadence? 

Lest I forget, once again this year, Kol Hadash is participating 
in the Foundation Beyond Belief’s Week of Action, beginning on 
April 30. Check out their website (foundationbeyondbelief.org) 
for up-to-date information. It’s a great idea (originally hatched 
by our own rabbi!): helping people out in reality rather than 
wishing for a better world. Be sure to read the flyer in this 
Shofar regarding Kol Hadash’s Day of Action and Week of Action 
activities. 
 
As always,  
Be happy, be healthy, and I’ll see you in shul! 
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Helping Hands Committee  
Terry Kass, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 
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❈ 
 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
at our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to 
all members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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April Events at Kol Hadash 
Community Passover Seder: Saturday, April 4 (Second Night of Passover) • 4:30 Arrival, 5:00 PM Seder 
Bluegrass Restaurant, Highland Park 
Join us as we celebrate Passover at Kol Hadash with our friends and extended families. Contact us today for 
reservations. See the enclosed flyer or visit our website. 

Adult Education/Jewish History: Jewish Nationalism 
Tuesday, April 7, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
In response to continued exclusion by 19th century European Nationalism, Jews evolved their own national 
movements. One celebrated Yiddish culture with a political program to improve society where Jews lived, 
while the other imagined creating a new state in the land of Israel around a revived Hebrew language. 

Shabbat Service: Humanist Service Corps — Values in Action 
Friday, April 10, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Join us for a very special guest speaker, Conor Robinson, founder of Pathfinders Project and Director of 
the Humanist Service Corps at Foundation Beyond Belief, who will share the successes and lessons from his 
year of traveling around the world doing Humanist service. Conor will also share the exciting work he is 
starting with the new Humanist Service Corps, which will place Humanist volunteers in Ghana in 2015. Conor 
comes from a long line of unaffiliated Jewish Humanists, and currently lives (when not overseas) in Los 
Angeles. Find inspiration to change the world abroad or at home from his fascinating experiences! We will 
also be honoring the Kol Hadash Community Service Committee at this Shabbat service. 

Winers: March Madness…in April! 
Saturday, April 11, 7:00 PM • Home of Andrea & Mark Friedlander 
Join us as the Winers reprise the very successful "March Madness" wine competition. This will be an NCAA-
style tournament, pitting wines in tongue-to-tongue, single-elimination match-ups. Will Ilya and Sue Talman 
repeat as champions (yet again), or will an underdog emerge? The group will be the judges and taste-test 
through all the match-ups and all the rounds until a champion is crowned! All are welcome! For more info or 
to RSVP, contact Mike Lippitz (winers@kolhadash.com). 

Adult Education/Jewish History: Holocaust 
Tuesday, April 14, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
No event in Jewish history was more transformative demographically, culturally or theologically than the 
Holocaust. The loss of one-third of the world’s Jews, and the decimation of the Yiddish heartland in Eastern 
Europe, still echoes through our own experience. What can we understand, and what must be witnessed in 
silence? 

Yom HaShoah/Shabbat Service Led by 7th/8th Grades  
Friday, April 17, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Join us as our 7th/8th Grade class leads this special Shabbat service in honor of Yom HaShoah. See page 4 for 
details. 

Movie Club: The World Is Funny 
Saturday, April 25, 7:00 PM • Home of Leora Hatchwell &    
Tom McCune 
The World Is Funny is a tender 2012 dramedy from Israel. Full of 
quirky charm, this ambitious story of a fractured family unfolds in 
a friendly Tiberias, Israel, where reality and fantasy cleverly 
intertwine. After eight years, a boy awakens a big secret from the 
past. Meanwhile, Jordana, a travel agent, discovers she is 
pregnant, though she has been celibate for years. At the same 
time, Golan, a radio host, decides to revive an Israeli comedy 
group, HaGashash HaHiver, in order to save his love. The film 
weaves these characters into the story of one family, one city and 
one world. Simple people struggle through extraordinary 
circumstances. Sometimes the only answer to any problem is 'The 
world is funny so we have to laugh. The film is presented in 
Hebrew with English subtitles and is appropriate for teenagers 
age 16 and up. All are welcome! Join us to for a viewing of the 
film and lively discussion. RSVP to Leora Hatchwell 
(movieclub@KolHadash.com) for location information. 
  

The Congregation is invited to attend 
 
 

The B’nai Mitzvah of  
Nate Lowenthal & Sarah Lowenthal 

 
Children of 

Lisa & Steve Lowenthal 
 
 

Saturday, April 18, 10:30 AM 
 

North Shore Unitarian Church 
Deerfield, Illinois 
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

The Jewish calendar has many holidays, most having ancient roots but others more 
modern. In April we commemorate events both tragic and joyous. April 16 is Yom 
HaShoah, Holocaust Memorial Day. We will observe the occasion, very appropriately, 
with a Shabbat service on April 17 led by our 7th/8th Grade Sunday School Class, who 
have been studying the Holocaust this year. Given the disturbing nature of this tragic 
period in history, we do not observe Yom HaShoah in Sunday School with our younger 
grades, instead educating our children in the events that led to the Holocaust and its 
aftermath and impact on the world when they are in 7th and 8th grade and more 
prepared developmentally and emotionally to study it in the depth it deserves.   

The following week includes two holidays that focus on the founding of the state 
of Israel, Yom HaZikaron (Israel Memorial Day, honoring Israel’s fallen soldiers, April 22) and Yom 
HaAtzma’ut (Israel Independence Day, April 23). While we have various opinions about Israeli politics, we can 
express our solidarity with the Jewish people and celebrate Israel as a Jewish homeland and center for 
Jewish culture, creativity, and achievement. On April 19 we’ll celebrate with special programs for students 
and an Israeli lunch for everyone (see below). After lunch, we’ll partner with the KH Community Service 
Committee for a Day of Action, making blankets for children undergoing medical treatment. 

For more information on the Humanistic Jewish approach to holidays and other aspects of Judaism and 
Jewish culture, visit the websites of Kol Hadash (www.KolHadash.com) or the Society for Humanistic Judaism 
(www.shj.org). 

Everyone is always welcome to join us at our events, this month 
and every month, or just stop in for coffee and bagels in the lobby on 
a Sunday morning and schmooze with us! 
 
L’Shalom (To Peace)! 
Dawn Friedman 
Youth Education Director 

 
Class Shabbat Service 
Shabbat Yom HaShoah Service, Led by 7th/8th Grade Class 
Friday, April 17, 7:30 pm • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Leora Hatchwell’s 7th/8th graders have been studying the impact of the Holocaust this year, from the roots of 
anti-Semitism through the founding of the state of Israel and Holocaust museums throughout the world. They 
will lead the Shabbat service commemorating Yom HaShoah (April 16) this month. All congregants are invited 
to attend.  The service is appropriate for students in 6th grade and higher. 

Family Events 
Yom HaAtzma’ut (Israel Independence Day) Celebration 
Sunday, April 19 • Deerfield High School 
We celebrate Israel’s independence with a full day of activities at Sunday School. We will host programs 
featuring the Attractive Land giant inflatable map of Israel for Kindergarten through 6th grade classes in the 
morning; these programs are provided by the Board of Jewish Education of Metropolitan Chicago. Then we’ll 
enjoy an Israeli lunch catered by Mizrahi Grill of Highland Park, 11:15–11:45, in the cafeteria. All are 
welcome to join us for lunch; RSVP by April 12 to Dawn Friedman. After lunch, we hope you’ll stay for our 
Day of Action project — making blankets for children undergoing medical treatment, sponsored by the Kol 
Hadash Community Service Committee.  See the enclosed Day of Action flyer for details. 

Adult Hebrew 
Sundays, April 12, 19 & 26, 9:30–10:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
Learning Hebrew is not the same as learning any other language as an adult because Hebrew is nothing like 
any other language. Dr. David Steiner, Kol Hadash’s Hebrew teacher and B’nai Mitzvah tutor, contextualizes 
Hebrew, in history, in Jewish theology and history, and in Zionism. David continues Adult Hebrew classes this 
month at DHS. New and returning students are welcome. The class is offered at no charge (though donations 
are always welcome). Future class dates are May 10 & 17. If you’d like to participate, contact Dawn 
Friedman. 

  

Please Note: Food brought to Sunday School may not 
contain any peanuts, tree nuts (including almonds), or 
sesame seeds, due to severe allergies among our 
students. This includes snacks or lunches brought to 
Sunday School and Hebrew School as well as any foods 
brought to meetings or events at DHS. We cannot 
allow snacks from home due to other student 
allergies. Thank you for your cooperation! 
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Sunday School News 
Spring Break/Happy Passover: No Classes April 5 
Sunday School Resumes April 12, 19, & 26: 9:30–11:30 AM 
6th Grade Hebrew School & 7th Grade B’nai Mitzvah Class: 11:45 AM-12:45 PM  
Deerfield High School 
PreK students may join the K/1st class on April 12 & 26. 

Sunday School Snacks 
Kol Hadash provides mini bagels to students as a snack during Sunday School. (Many thanks to Upper Crust 
Bagels in Deerfield for their generous discount!) We also provide Pirate’s Booty for those with gluten 
allergies and sensitivities. Other snacks from home may NOT be brought to Sunday School unless you have 
contacted Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com, to discuss other arrangements that meet our allergy 
restrictions. All students should bring water bottles to class each week. Please, no coffee, hot chocolate, 
juice or soda. 

Youth Education Committee (YEC) Meeting: April 12, 9:30-11:00 AM • Deerfield High School 
Our YEC serves as a combination school board and PTO, discussing policies, coordinating school events and 
family programs, and sharing ideas and suggestions with staff to make our school the best it can be.  
Meetings are open to all congregants and are great way to get to know other school families and what’s going 
on in Sunday School.  For more information, contact YEC Co-Chairs Rachel Samlan and Kim Stone 
(YEC@KolHadash.com). 

Youth Group Meeting: April 12, 11:10 AM-12:30 PM • Deerfield High School 
The Kol Hadash Youth Group is open to students in 8th grade and up. Students plan their own programming, 
with advisor Aleya Schwartz.  RSVP for lunch to Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com, by April 10. 

Parents Meetings 
6th Grade Parents: April 12, 11:30 AM-12:30 PM • 7th/8th Grade Parents: April 19, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Confirmation Class Parents: April 26, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Our series of grade-level parents meetings continues with a chance for parents to get together over bagels 
and coffee and discuss the joys and challenges of parenting middle and high schoolers. There is life after a 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah and Confirmation!  

7th/8th Grade Field Trip to Illinois Holocaust Museum: April 26, 9:30 AM-1:00 PM 
The class will visit the museum in Skokie, where they will have a guided tour and hear a guest speaker who is 
a Holocaust survivor. Class parents may join the group. Contact Dawn Friedman for details and ticket costs 
for guests. 
 

  

Mazel tov to our 6th grade students (left) and our 4th/5th grade 
students (below), on the wonderful class-led Shabbat services they 
conducted in the past month. Stacey Max’s 6th graders led a service on 
the theme of friendship, and we all enjoyed a great Max & Benny’s 
Shabbat dinner together. Mark Friedman’s 4th/5th students not only led 
their service but also conducted small-group activities with their 
parents and other guests! 
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Mazel Tov . . . 

To Ben Katz and the Katz family on the occasion of Ben’s 
March 7 Bar Mitzvah! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purim Fun! 
Our annual Purim celebration on March 1 was a big success! Rabbi 
Chalom and music leader Laura Burk led the students in our Purim 
service (pictured below) with songs, megillah-reading, and quite a lot of 
noise whenever Haman’s name was dropped. Then our younger students 
had a blast at our Purim Carnival, once again staged by the Kol Hadash 
Youth Group. And congrats to our Purim raffle winner, Ryan Carlson 
(right: with Randi Carlson and Dawn Friedman)—he took home a box of 
tasty hamentashen! A BIG thank you goes out to the many volunteers 
who helped make the day a success: parent volunteers Jamie Bouma, 
Randi Carlson, Marla Davishoff, Faye Eisenberg, Helga Gruenbauer & 
Leah Sosewitz, Karen & Chris Jackson, Louis Lieberman, Victoria 
Ratnaswamy, Ilana Shaffer, Nancy Soren, and Christian Von Kirchbach; 
Youth Group volunteers Levi Davishoff, Elana Gibson, Ella Harris, Jonah 
Hirsch, Adam Kaz, Zack Klein, Kyle Lorenz, Skylar Max, Alec 
Ratnaswamy, Julia Ratnaswamy, Cara Schwartz, and Leena Schwartz; 
and Youth Group advisor Aleya Schwartz for keeping everything on 
track.  
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[Ed note: This month we expand the reach of our regular “Meet 
a Member” feature. Here and in future issues of The Shofar we 
will use this space to introduce you not only to member families 
but also to the many committees and social groups that make 
our congregation tick. This month, we meet a committee that 
has been busy as bees in recent months planning our special 
Mitzvah events for June.] 
 
About a year and half ago, the Development 
Committee discussed creating a big celebration for 
the congregation’s upcoming “mitzvah year” — our 
13th anniversary year, which is this year, 2014-2015! 

The Mitzvah Committee was formed to organize 
and run this celebration. Anyone was (and still is) 
welcome to join the committee. As chair of the 
Development Committee, David Hirsch put out the 

call, and Leora Hatchwell, Stacey Max, Sheila Sebor, Betty Gordon, Alisa Klein, and Susan Addelson answered 
the call. Our wonderful PR consultant, Catherine Driscoll, has helped as well!  

The committee has been working hard for nearly a year. They explored different venues and formats for 
our mitzvah celebration and decided on a Sunday brunch on June 7 at the Arboretum Club in Buffalo 
Grove. Kol Hadash will also celebrate at a Friday night service on June 5 and at other events prior to the 
big event.  

Once the celebration date and location were selected, the committee got to work on the many other 
details: organizing donations for a raffle; planning a way to share mitzvah memories and stories; and all 
types of party must-haves, including food, invitations, a photo montage, toasts, and publicity. The 
committee is now preparing invitations to the congregation, which will soon be in the mail, and they are 
currently seeking raffle donations (see below) as well as more volunteers to help plan and run the party. 
They are also preparing the program and a memory booklet in which all Kol Hadash members’ reflections will 
be shared (see enclosed flyer for more details on the memory booklet). 

As with a Bar or Bat Mitvah, our celebration includes mitzvah work, too! Many community service 
opportunities are available to our members on our April 19 Day of Action and in conjunction with the 
Foundation Beyond Belief’s Week of Action beginning April 30. (See page 8 for details.) 

The next meeting of the Mitzvah committee is April 8 at 7:30 PM at the Kol Hadash office in 
Lincolnshire. It’s not too late to pitch in and help this great committee as they enter the home stretch! For 
more information, contact David Hirsch (development@kolhadash.com). 
  

M e e tM e e t   

The Mitzvah CommitteeThe Mitzvah Committee  

M e e t  M e e t  K o l  H a d a s hK o l  H a d a s h !!   
 

Committee members: (top, l-r) Stacey Max, David Hirsch, Leora 
Hatchwell; (bottom, l-r) Susan Addelson, Betty Gordon, Sheila Sebor. 
Alisa Klein was not present for the photo. 

The Mitzvah Celebration is coming . . .  
The Mitzvah Celebration is coming . . .  

Hear ye…Hear ye…. 
 

The Mitzvah committee it looking for a few good items for our celebration on Sunday, June 7. 
We are in need of donation items that include but are not limited to: 

• Gift Certificates to restaurants, spa treatments or local retailers. 
• How about donating sports tickets or concert/theater tickets? 
• Have any hand-made jewelry, art or craft items that you would like to donate? 
• We can also use leisure items or vacation rentals…the ideas are endless! 

Don’t have anything to donate? Why not consider a SPONSORSHIP? 
 

Questions? Comments? Just want to give us money? 
Please contact David Hirsch (development@KolHadash.com) 

And be sure to SAVE THE DATE for our special 13th Birthday Brunch on Sunday, June 7. 
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Community Service Corner 
Actions speak louder than words! Since 1988, the first Thursday in May has been declared a National Day of 
Prayer by presidential proclamation. Again this year, Kol Hadash is supporting the Foundation Beyond 
Belief’s response to the National Day of Prayer . . . with action.  
     The Week of Action, April 30-May 5, is an opportunity for us to do something special for someone in 
need — a way for us to change the world for the better by choosing to act. Here are a few examples of what 
the Community Service Committee encourages people to do: 
 

• Sunday, April 19 — Kol Hadash Day of Action: Please join us as we work together to make blankets 
to donate to Chai Lifeline. This was a big success last year, and we hope even more members join us 
this year. We will be making blankets in the Deerfield High School cafeteria, from 11:45-12:30, 
immediately following the Sunday School Israeli Lunch. (Volunteers are more than welcome to join 
us for the Israeli Lunch at 11:15! RSVP to Dawn Friedman—education@KolHadash.com.) The blanket-
making activity is an all-ages event — perfect for family members and friends of all generations. If 
you are unable to give of your time, please consider making a donation to the Kol Hadash Tzedakah 
Fund to help defray the cost of the activity. Questions? Please contact Stacey Max 
(communityservice@KolHadash.com). 
 

• April 30-May 5 — Save a life; donate blood at any LifeSource Community Donor Center: The 
Chicago Coalition of Reason (of which Kol Hadash is a founding member) is sponsoring a Chicagoland 
blood drive from April 30 through May 5. Call 877-543-3768 or visit www.lifesource.org/donate-
blood/where-to-donate. Let the Life Source staff member know you are donating on behalf of Group 
Code: 813A. 

 
• Saturday, May 2 — Help survivors of domestic 

violence: We are excited to be participating as a team 
in the 3rd annual EmpoweRun 5K Run/Walk on May 2, 
9:00 AM, at Independence Grove Forest Preserve in 
Libertyville. The EmpoweRun raises money and 
awareness for A Safe Place, a nonprofit organization 
that supports survivors of domestic violence. If you can 
run or walk, please join our Kol Hadash team. Never run 
a race before? Don't be intimidated. There's plenty of 
time to train! To sign up or make a donation, visit 
asafeplace.dojiggy.com/ng/index.cfm/ 
14206/regPages/pledge/kolhadash. For more 
information, contact communityservice@kolhadash.com. 
 

• Not sure what to do? At the April 19 Day of Action 
event, we will hand out a list of ideas and opportunities 
that people of all ages can do individually and in small 
groups.  

 
However you choose to act, be sure to share your actions on the 
Kol Hadash Facebook page and on Twitter with the hashtag 
#choosetoACT. 
 

Save the Date! 
Kol Hadash Annual Meeting 

Friday, June 12, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
 

The entire congregation is invited (and encouraged) to attend the Annual Meeting of the congregation on June 12. 
Following a brief Shabbat service, the meeting agenda will include reports from key officers and committee chairs and 
discussion/approval of the 2015-16 Kol Hadash budget. A special Oneg Shabbat hosted by the Steering Committee will 
follow the meeting.  
 

Last year’s Kol Hadash EmpoweRun 5K team had a 
blast! You can join this team this year! 
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Kol Hadash News & Announcements 

The Passover Seder Is Here…Don’t Miss Out! 
If you have not yet reserved your place at the 
table, there still may be time! Contact us today to 
find out if there are still openings at our annual 
Community Passover Seder, April 4 at Bluegrass 
Restaurant in Highland Park. See the flyer 
enclosed in this month’s Shofar or contact Jeremy 
at the office (info@KolHadash.com). 

Host an Oneg! 
Have you been searching for an easy way to give a 
helping hand to Kol Hadash? How about hosting an 
Oneg Shabbat? We need an Oneg host for our April 
10 service. It’s a great way to help out and spend 
an evening with your Kol Hadash friends. 
Interested? Contact David Hirsch 
(development@KolHadash.com). 
 
Thank You! 
• To Emma Kowalenko & Tony Bilotti for hosting 

the oneg at our March 6 Shabbat service.  
• To the 6th Grade Sunday School families for 

hosting the oneg for their class Shabbat service 
on March 13, with special thanks to room 
parent Lisa Landsman.  

• To the parent volunteers who shopped, 
shlepped, and set up a wonderful Sunday 
School Passover Seder on March 15: Jamie 
Bouma, Alexandra Brook, Ken Burk, Randi 
Carlson, Michelle Fishman, Molly Ghorbani, 
Karen & Aaron Gold, Helga Gruenbauer & 
Leah Sosewitz, Karen & Chris Jackson, 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, Michael Saltzman, 
Rachel Samlan, Ilana Shaffer and Kim Stone. 
We even had help from a Sunday School alumna 
home from college, Alexa Fishman! 
 

Family News & Events 
If you or someone you know is experiencing important 
and life-altering events, please share the news with Kol 
Hadash. In times of need, Kol Hadash members can offer 
support. In times of happiness, we can help celebrate. 
To share your news, please contact Rabbi Chalom. 

• Mazel tov to Sue & Roger Addelson on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Eliot Luna 
Addelson, born March 16. 

• Mazel tov to Paula & David Harris on the birth 
of their granddaughter, Sienna Reese Patinkin, 
on February 25  

• Condolences to Marla & Craig Davishoff on the 
recent deaths of Mollye Friend (Craig’s 
grandmother) and Bob Davis (Marla’s father). 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the April 10 Shabbat 
service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If there is a 
name missing or if you would like to have a name read at 
the service, please contact the Kol Hadash office (847-
383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 

Bernice Aaron Cathryn Adams 
Rose Adler Kate Blumenfeld 
Dorian Chalom Edward Dorfman 
Richard Dreifuss Nathan Eichner 
Arthur Goldberg Diana Goldberg 
Cyma Hefter Rae Holtzberg 
Gilda Krause Leo Krouse 
Morris Lambert Belle Marks 
Phillip Mintz Louis J. Moses 
Mary Winandy Parker Aaron Pashkow 
Theodosia Sebor Leonard Shepard 
Miriam Sitrick Philip Sitrick 
Sheldon Sitrick Lisa Stebic 
Hortense Stichler Molly Yoelin 

 
 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Elana Gibson  April 2 
Sophie Gibson  April 2 
Howard Jacobs  April 6 
Kayla Lieberman April 6 
Nate Lowenthal  April 7 
Sarah Lowenthal  April 7 
Larry Deutsch  April 12 
Grayson Landsman  April 12 
Lita Passen  April 15 
Connor Perlin  April 16 
Matt Carlin  April 20 
Howard Adler  April 21 
Marsha Milstein  April 22 
Quinn Hirsch  April 23 
Ken Wexler  April 27 
Daniel Gruenbauer  April 29 
Bobby Jacobs  April 30 
 
 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Jacqueline Haimes & Sean Blitzstein  April 3 
Paula & David Harris  April 4 
Susan & Roger Addelson  April 23 
Victoria & John Ratnaswamy  April 29 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Weiss Choir Fund 
Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 

Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund 

To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its 
gratitude to the following individuals, whose donations were received in the last month. 

Andrea Benda, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in memory of Lois Wolens; what a legacy of love she leaves us! 
Laura & Ken Burk, to the General Fund 
Margie & Richard Buxbaum, to the Weiss Choir fund, in memory of Lois Wolens 
Joan Chase, in loving memory of Stuart Chase 
Esta Davis, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, in memory of Mollye Friend, grandmother of Craig Davishoff 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander, in memory of Bob Davis, father of Marla Davishoff 
Dawn & Mark Friedman, in memory of Bob Davis, father of Marla Davishoff, and Mollye Friend, grandmother of Craig Davishoff 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Tzedakah Fund in honor of Happy’s continued recovery from surgery 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in honor of our Passover celebration 
Glynis & David Hirsch, in memory of Bob Davis, father of Marla Davishoff, and Mollye Friend, grandmother of Craig Davishoff 
Karen & Chris Jackson, in memory of Lois Edwards 
Stacey & Ethan Max, to the Youth Group Fund, in memory of Bob Davis, father of Marla Davishoff, and Mollye Friend, 
grandmother of Craig Davishoff 
Marsha & Mark Milstein, congratulating Paula & David Harris on the birth of their granddaughter 
Margaret Wittlinger & Ross Shepard, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in memory of Lois Wolens, a kind, gracious and generous true 
lady who was the longstanding dear and valued frond to the entire Shepard family 
Tamar & Ron Schwartz, to the Weiss Choir Fund, in memory of Lois Wolens 
 

Annual Fund 
We thank the following members for their support of Kol Hadash through their generous donations to the Kol Hadash Annual Fund. 
 
Elaine & Jerome Baer 
Joan Berger 
AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom 
Myrna & Garrett Cohn 
Larry Deutsch 
Irene & Allan Dorfman 
Ellen Rudnick & Paul Earle 
Roland Finkelman 

Andrea & Mark Friedlander 
Peggy Bartelstein & Bill Gurolnick 
Rhonda & Robert Hart 
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen 
Glynis & David Hirsch 
Joyce & Richard Hirsch 
Richard Mesirow 
Louise Neidorf 

Lita Passen 
Sheila & Ronald Sebor 
Michele & Joel Shoolin 
Esther Silberman 
Kim Stone & Ken Wexler 
 

 

 
 

Kol Hadash Conversation Starters! 
A while back, we held a congregation-wide contest to 
create a slogan that would start a conversation about 
Kol Hadash and Humanistic Judaism. The winning slogan 
was In Good We Trust.  
    We have printed this slogan on t-shirts, grocery tote 
bags, mugs, and other high-quality items that are 
available for purchase on zazzle.com. While Kol Hadash 
does not make a profit on these sales, each item can be 
ordered individually according to size and preference.  
Please visit zazzle.com and search for “Kol Hadash” to 
find our items. Once you buy your items, you can 
proudly promote Kol Hadash!
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Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol HadashCelebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadash   
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are five Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 
Y Kol Hadash General Fund — contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities. 

Y Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund  — used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes. 

Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance with charitable 
organizations. 

 

Y Weiss Choir Fund — contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program. 
 

Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — contributions support Youth Group programs and activities. 
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
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175 Olde Half Day Road 
Suite 123 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 Your April Shofar is enclosed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

This month! 

 
 
 
 

 

Community 	  Passover 	  SederCommunity 	  Passover 	  Seder 	  	  
 

Saturday, April 4, 5:00 PM 
Bluegrass Restaurant, Highland Park 

 
Reserve your place today!  Details inside! 

 

 


