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Shalom from Rabbi Chalom 

Hearing New Voices 
by Rabbi Adam Chalom (rabbichalom@KolHadash.com) 

It is common to imagine that one’s own experience is very typical. 
When I went to my first day of preschool, I was asked what my 
favorite song was. My answer was “Carmina Burana,” a rousing 
choral composition by Carl Orff I made my parents play for me (on 
LP!) over and over. And I was mystified that no one had ever heard 
of it, let alone liked it! Part of our lifetime education is realizing 
that other families, other parts of the world, other branches of the 
Jewish people have had very different paths through life. 

What is it like to be a secular Jew in Israel? On one hand, you 
never have to explain your absence from work on a Jewish holiday — 
chances are the offices are always closed! The language of 

conversation, literature and education is Hebrew, and there are large numbers of like-minded secular 
Jews all around — more than 40 percent of Israeli Jews self-identify as hiloni, or secular (though what 
they mean by secular is not necessarily what we do). At the same time, the Orthodox Jewish 
establishment in Israel restricts your personal freedom and self-expression, and relations between 
secular and religious Jews can be very tense. 

What is it like to grow up as an ultra-Orthodox Jew, and then to leave that community? You are 
deeply rooted in Jewish culture, observance and language, and then you find yourself in a world where 
even hearing commercials on the radio reveals a universe you barely imagined existed. The more you 
learn about history, science and the non-Jewish world, the harder it becomes to stay where you are and 
who you are. Yet leaving all that you know and everyone that you love may be even more terrifying 
than staying. 

We are very fortunate that this month we will have the opportunity to hear from two people who 
have had these experiences so different from our own. Rabbi Ruti Bidetz was recently ordained in 
Jerusalem by the Israeli partner of the International Institute for Secular Humanistic Judaism (IISHJ), 
and she will join us for our Shabbat celebration on November 6 to discuss her experiences of “Relations 
between Religious and Secular Israelis.” Rabbi Bidetz is a teacher of history and philosophy, and has 
also been very active in her local government on these issues. We have much to learn from her 
experience. 

Two days later on November 8, and co-hosted by the Ethical Humanist Society of Chicago at their 
space (7574 N. Lincoln Avenue in Skokie), Shulem Deen will share his story of doubt and heresy from his 
recent memoir, All Who Go Do Not Return. Deen also announced recently that he will be writing a 
column for the Jewish Forward called “My Heretical Year,” exploring how he still connects to being 
Jewish even after leaving behind the Judaism he knew. While his formative experiences may be very 
foreign to us, his secular conclusions may sound very familiar. 

I encourage everyone to take these unique opportunities to learn from these widely different Jewish 
experiences. They might just change your life too! 
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View from the Chair 
by Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor 
(scchair@KolHadash.com) 
 
Dear Kol Hadash Family,  
Happy November! As we 
approach Thanksgiving, I 
realize we have much to be 
thankful for, including our own 
Kol Hadash community.  

And because we are a 
community and like to think of 
ourselves as a family, I have 
information I believe it is 
important to share, because 

families celebrate the good times together; and when there are 
challenges, they also work together to successfully meet them. 

As most of you know, we send out our membership renewal 
forms in July and they are due in August. We also had a number 
of guests for our High Holiday services, and we hope they 
enjoyed our congregation so much they will want to become 
more active participants in the life of our community. We do 
have a number of new members this year, so when you see them, 
please welcome them. 

However, as we have had time to review membership 
renewals and welcome new families, it has become apparent 
that we will have a net loss in membership this year. Whether 
this is a temporary blip, part of a normal cycle, or a trend we 
need to track, is immaterial. What we need to do now is start 
making some changes to minimize the negative effect this will 
create in our budget. As our treasurer, Mike Lippitz, details in his 
report in this Shofar, the projected deficit may reach $15,000, if 
we do nothing. While this number represents less than 5% of our 
annual budget, it is just good management to make some 
changes now. 

In response to this news, our volunteer committees are 
already working to minimize the deficit. We are looking to trim 
some costs, although our budget is already quite lean. Most of 
our expenses, such as rent and salaries, are fixed. We are also 
looking at some creative ways of increasing our revenues, outside 
of membership dues. The Strategic Planning Committee was 
already planning to take a good look at alternative membership 
dues structures as one option in our long-term planning. 

The good news is that our finances are in good shape, with 
reserves in place, if needed. And there are always opportunities 
for donations and other ways of contributing to the life of our 
community. 

I encourage you to attend our social events and committee 
meetings. Take in a “Lunch and Learn” or any other adult 
education class. Most importantly, ask any interested family, 
friends or neighbors to join you. The best way to combat budget 
deficits and member losses is to welcome new members to our 
community. And you are our best ambassadors for that effort. 
Our upcoming events are listed throughout this Shofar, in our 
weekly emails and on our website. So please join us and bring 
guests. I look forward to seeing all of you soon. Until then, enjoy 
the next set of upcoming holidays. I am thankful that I can! 
Sheila 

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation 
Staff, Officers and Committee Chairs 

 
Rabbi 
Adam Chalom, rabbi@KolHadash.com 

Youth Education Director 
Dawn Friedman, education@KolHadash.com 

Music Director 
Ellen Apley, choir@KolHadash.com 

Executive Assistant 
Jeremy Owens, administrator@KolHadash.com 

Officers 

Steering Committee Chair 
Sheila Sebor, scchair@KolHadash.com 

Steering Committee Vice-Chair 
Larry Dworsky, scchair_vice@KolHadash.com 

Treasurer 
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Secretary 
Stacey Max, secretary@KolHadash.com 

Committee Chairs & Other Volunteers 

Book Club 
Stacey Max, bookclub@KolHadash.com 

Community Service Committee  
Susan Addelson, 
communityservice@KolHadash.com 

Development Committee  
David Hirsch, development@KolHadash.com 

Finance Committee  
Mike Lippitz, treasurer@KolHadash.com 

Helping Hands  
Tamar Shwartz, helpinghands@KolHadash.com 

IT Committee  
Bill Brook, data@KolHadash.com 

Kol Hadash Knitters 
Victoria Ratnaswamy, knitters@KolHadash.com 

Marketing Committee  
Mark Friedman, marketing@KolHadash.com 

Membership Committee  
Andrea Friedlander & Sheila Sebor, 
membership@KolHadash.com 

Movie Group 
Leora Hatchwell & Susan Addelson, 
movies@KolHadash.com 

Shofar and Website Editor 
Mark Friedman, shofar@KolHadash.com 

Theatre Club 
Mark Friedman, theatre@KolHadash.com 

Winers (wine group) 
Mike Lippitz, wine@KolHadash.com  

Youth Education Committee 
Karen Jackson & Kim Stone, YEC@KolHadash.com 
 

❈ 
 
The Kol Hadash Steering Committee meets once a month, 
usually on the first Thursday, 7:30 PM, at the Kol Hadash office 
upstairs conference room. Check the calendar in this Shofar or 
on our website to confirm this month’s date. Members are 
welcome to attend Steering Committee meetings. Contact the 
SC chair for information. 
 
The Shofar newsletter is published monthly and is mailed to 
all members. An electronic version is available at 
www.kolhadash.com. If you would like to contribute content to 
the Shofar, contact Mark Friedman. 
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This Month’s Events at Kol Hadash 
Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Shavuot and Sukkot 
Tuesday, November 3, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
The agricultural roots of the summer and fall harvest festivals of Shavuot and Sukkot have been 
a memory for centuries in Jewish life. How did Jewish tradition re-envision these holidays, and 
how can we? 

Shabbat Service/Guest Speaker Rabbi Ruti Bidetz: Relations Between Religious and Secular Israelis 
Friday, November 6, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Rabbi Ruti Bidetz is a council member of Yavneel, a rural community in northern Israel, teaches history and 
Jewish philosophy and writes about Jewish philosophy and knowledge of the land. Join us as Rabbi Bidetz 
provides us with her unique perspective on Israel. 

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Shabbat and Purim 
Tuesday, November 10, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Some Jewish holidays are focused on joy! Both Shabbat and Purim celebrate events that did not actually 
happen, yet both are opportunities for singing, celebration, even drinking wine! We will explore both their 
origins and observances. 

Family Home Shabbat 
Friday, November 13, 6:00 PM • Home of Ilana & Marty Schaffer, Deerfield 
This kid-friendly Shabbat gathering will include brief, kid-friendly Shabbat rituals followed by a pot luck 
dinner. Join us for an evening of food, friends and fun! See page 5 for complete details and RSVP 
information.  

Kol Hadash Movie Club 
Saturday, November 14, 7:30 PM • Home of Leora Hatchwell & Tom McCune, Buffalo Grove 
The Chicago Festival (http://israelifilmchi.org, October 28-November 8) features 20 films, of which most will 
be shown at the AMC Northbrook Court theater. Kol Hadashians are encouraged to see one or more of the 
films and come to Movie Club tonight. Bring a Middle Eastern dish, sweet or savory, to share. For more 
information, contact Leora Hatchwell and Susan Addelson (movies@KolHadash.com).  

Adult Education/Jewish Culture: Hanukkah and Tu B’Shevat 
Tuesday, November 17, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
Some Jewish holidays may have pagan origins like the winter solstice and fertility rites. In 100 years, 
Hanukkah has transformed from a minor observance to a major marker of Judaism, while Tu B’Shevat was 
elevated from mystical obscurity to Jewish Earth Day. 

Adult Education/Lunch & Learn: T-minus 356 days — Election 2016 
Wednesday, November 18, 12:00 PM, • North Shore Unitarian Church  
Have the primary fields for the Democratic and Republican nominations narrowed? Are the issues that will 
decide the 2016 election clear? What will happen to the Congress, and will that change anything? We are 
within a year of this election craziness ending — until the next one! 

Book Club: A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka by Lev Golinik 
Wednesday, November 18, 7:30 PM, • Kol Hadash Office, Lincolnshire 
Join us for a discussion of the One Book/One Community selection by the Spertus Institute of Chicago, a 
novel about a child of immigrants tracing his family’s journey during the twilight of the Soviet Union. All are 
welcome to join the Book Club! Questions? Contact Stacey Max (bookclub@kolhadash.com). 

Shabbat Service: The Future of Jewish LIterature 
Friday, November 20, 7:30 PM • North Shore Unitarian Church 
This Shabbat falls in the middle of Jewish book month. Defining what counts as “Jewish literature” is 
complicated enough; can we predict the future of this genre given the uncertain future of Judaism and the 
Jewish people? We will do our best! 

Adult Education: Violence and Peace 
Sunday, November 22, 9:30 AM • Deerfield High School 
One of our civilization’s great advances has been a reduction of violence and a rise of stability. And yet, both 
at home and abroad, we see violence invading what we thought was safety. How can we find both mental 
and physical security, and what are the best policy steps forward to find peace and security?  
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From the Youth Education Director 
by Dawn Friedman (education@KolHadash.com, 847-997-8931) 

We talk a lot about community — what is it, how we create one, 
what makes a community meaningful in our lives. Jewish 
communities in history and today are part of our Sunday School 
curriculum, but we also talk about it in adult education, parent 
meetings, and committee meetings. We live in lots of different 
communities — geographic, demographic, social, professional, 
religious, cultural, etc. Some are distinct, some overlap, and some 
are more comprehensive. My hope for Kol Hadash is that we become 
an all-encompassing community for each congregant, providing all 
of these aspects for our families. As a member, you’ve already 
joined us, but what does that mean to you?  How do we fulfill a 
need?  And is that a need for you as an adult as well as for your 
child? 

While we have a rabbi and professional staff, Kol Hadash is very 
much a volunteer-driven organization. We need volunteers for lots of events, but helping at 
congregational events has many benefits for the volunteer as well. Pitching in to build our sukkah or to 
set up for the Bagel Brunch or the Hanukkah party gives you a chance to get to know other congregants, 
make friends, build social networks, and just know that you’ve made a difference in helping the KH 
community. And your children see that it’s important to you as well. 

There are also plenty of social and service groups in the congregation (Book Club, Theatre Group, 
Winers, Knitting Group, Community Service, etc.), open to all.  To help get to know other families with 
children, we’re relaunching the Family Home Shabbat Dinner (a great tradition from the early days of 
Kol Hadash) on Friday evening, November 13; see the flyer in this Shofar. 

Or you could just invite a few families from your child’s Sunday School class to share pizza & a movie 
at home, go bowling, or visit a local forest preserve or the Kohl Children’s Museum. Take advantage of 
your Kol Hadash directory to make new friends, connect with long-time ones, and build your own 
community with us. 

 
 
L’shalom (peace)! 
Dawn Friedman 
Youth Education Director 
 
 
 
This Month’s Sunday School Schedule: November 1, 8, 15, 22 
Regular Classes, 9:30–11:30 AM  • 6th Grade Hebrew & 7th Grade Mitzvah Class, 11:45 AM–12:45 PM 

§ November 1: YEC Meeting; Adult Hebrew; Youth Group Meeting  
§ November 8: PreK joins K/1st class; 2nd/3rd Grade Parents Meeting; Staff Meeting  
§ November 15: Adult Hebrew; 4th/5th Grade Parents Meeting; 

Confirmation Class Field Trip 
§ November 22: PreK joins K/1st; Adult Education; Bagel Brunch; 

Youth Group Meeting  
§ November 29: NO CLASSES — Happy Thanksgiving! 
§ Snack Schedule: 11/1 Bagels (with Pirates Booty available); 

11/8 Apple Slices; 11/15 Baby Carrots; 11/22 No Snack (Bagel 
Brunch at 11:00) 

 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT! 
Sunday School Food Restrictions 
Please note that food brought to 
Sunday School may not contain any 
peanuts, tree nuts (including 
almonds), or sesame seeds, due to 
severe allergies among our 
students. This includes snacks or 
lunches brought to Sunday School 
and Hebrew School, as well as any 
foods brought to meetings or 
events at DHS. We cannot allow 
snacks from home due to other 
student allergies. Thank you for 
your cooperation! 
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Sunday School News & Events 
ALL EVENTS AT DEERFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Youth Education Committee: November 1, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Everyone is welcome at all YEC meetings. Want to get more involved in your child’s Jewish education 
and in Kol Hadash?  Already helped at one or more school events last year? Just want to know what’s 
coming up in Sunday School? Consider joining the YEC!  Our YEC serves as a combination school board 
and PTO, coordinating school events and family programs and discussing school policies.  During the 
school year, the monthly meetings are during Sunday School.  
For more information, contact YEC Co-Chairs Karen Jackson or Kim Stone at YEC@KolHadash.com. 

Sunday Adult Hebrew Class: November 1 & 15, 9:30-11:00 AM 
Dr. David Steiner, Kol Hadash’s Hebrew teacher and B’nai Mitzvah tutor, continues his Adult Hebrew 
class, for all levels.  This is a great opportunity for parents with children preparing for a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah to beef up your Hebrew reading skills!  Classes are offered at no charge (though donations are 
always welcome). If you’d like to participate, contact Dawn Friedman. 

Youth Group Meetings: November 1 (11:10 – 12:45) & November 22 (11:30–12:45) 
Youth Group is open to all students in 8th grade and up. The group plans its own activities, with their 
advisor, Aleya Schwartz. You don’t need to commit to regular meetings to come! Questions or to RSVP, 
contact Dawn Friedman.  

Class Parents Meetings, 9:30-11:00 AM 
2nd/3rd Grade Parents: November 8 & 4th/5th Grade Parents: November 15 
We continue our series of grade-level parents with these opportunities to get together over light 
breakfast and coffee, learn more about what your kids are studying in Sunday School, and share 
thoughts about issues that are important to them. Meetings for parents with children in other classes 
continue throughout the year.  

Confirmation Class Field Trip to Holy Cross Catholic Church, Deerfield 
November 15: leave DHS 10:00 AM, return approx. 12:00 PM 
David Hirsch’s 9th & 10th graders study comparative religion and visit various religious institutions 
throughout the year.  Congregants are welcome to join them; contact Dawn Friedman for information. 

Bagel Brunch: November 22, 11:00–11:30 AM 
Come for Adult Education this day and stay for a schmooze and a schmear at our annual bagel brunch in 
the cafeteria, after Sunday School classes.  All congregants welcome! Bagels & lox, fruit, sweets, and 
gluten-free options provided.  If you can help with setup and/or cleanup, contact Dawn Friedman. 
 

Sukkot Fun!Sukkot Fun!  
On October 4, more than 70 Kol Hadashians enjoyed a brisk but beautiful 
day at Heller Nature Center for our annual Sukkot celebration. Many 
thanks to the Youth Group and Youth Education volunteers who made 
the day a success! (See page 9 for all the thank-yous.) 
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Finance & Membership Report 
By Treasurer Mike Lippitz & Membership Chair Andrea 
Friedlander 

Dear fellow congregants, 
With the high holidays behind us, we now have insight into 
our likely total membership numbers for this fiscal year, 
which started on July 1. Unfortunately, our membership 
dropped slightly, meaning that we expect to collect about 
$15,000 less in dues than budgeted. 

Fortunately, we can easily close that gap by bringing in 
just a few new members. But we need your help with that.   

Please consider: 
1. Bringing your High Holidays guests to another event, such as a Shabbat service or a social club 

event. People rarely just join a congregation. Like dating, there’s a period of trial and 
consideration. 

2. Speak to friends with children about our wonderful Sunday School, and let them know that non-
members are welcome to attend children’s holiday events, such as our Hanukkah Storytimes for 
young children (December 3 and 6), Family Hanukkah Celebration (December 13) and Purim 
Carnival (March 20). Sunday School trial memberships are available for one year for families with 
children in Kindergarten through 5th grade. 

3. Consider supporting your older children in our discounted distance membership, designed for 
people who live more than 20 miles from the North Shore Unitarian Church in Deerfield; e.g., in 
Chicago. 

4. Make your friends and family aware that Rabbi Chalom is available to non-members for life cycle 
events such as weddings and baby namings. Building a personal relationship is the best way to 
introduce Kol Hadash to people who might be interested in our community. 

Thank you for considering these and other ways of supporting Kol Hadash. As always, we are happy to 
speak with any member about our finances or any other topics that interest you. Write to us anytime at 
treasurer@kolhadash.com or membership@kolhadash.com.   

Community Service Corner 

High Holiday Collection 
Many, many thanks to the Kol Hadash community for donating so generously as part of our High Holidays 
collection for A Safe Place, the local organization that provides services for victims of domestic 
violence. We collected two entire carloads of items on the Safe Place wish list — items that will help 
meet the most important daily needs of the women and children served by the organization. We 
received the following message of thanks from A Safe Place: We received 115 bags of items from Kol 
Hadash…. We are blown away by the generosity of your congregation, and are so touched to the 
recipient of these items. Thank you so much! 

A Safe Place Holiday Store 
A Safe Place has a large community room that they turn into a "store" for Christmas shopping. It is free 
for the people who received services from A Safe Place during the year. We are looking for volunteers 
to help place gift items on tables, racks and shelves during the weeks of November 13 and November 
30. We are looking for four volunteers to work two-hour shifts (dates and times TBD). For more 
information, please contact communityservice@kolhadash.com. 

Winter Collection  
Our next charitable collection will be our annual winter holidays collection. For complete details on 
how you can participate, look for the flyer in this issue of the Shofar. If you would like to volunteer to 
help with this or any other Community Service Committee project, please contact Sue Addelson 
(communityservice@kolhadash.com). 
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We Could Not Have Done the High Holidays Without You! 
Many member volunteers 
deserve our thanks for their 
help during the High Holiday 
season. We extend a loud and 
warm THANK YOU to: Larry 
Dworsky and Sheila Sebor for 
being our spreadsheet 
masters and for coordinating 
our entire High Holidays 
efforts; Lori Gerberding and 
Leora Hatchwell for 
organizing our nametags, as 
well as the other volunteers 
who helped at the nametag 
table, including YEC members 
Karen Jackson and Lisa 
Landsman at Children’s 
Services; Dawn Friedman for 
organizing childcare during 

adult services and for coordinating the Children’s Services; Irene & Allan Dorfman, who organized the 
charity collections; Rosh Hashana Oneg coordinator Margaret Wittlinger; head usher Roger Addelson and his 
dedicated ushers, Bill Goldman, Mark Friedman, Louise Neidorf, Ross Shepard and Ilya Talman; head 
“schmoozer” Ron Schwartz and his chatty crew, Suzy Dworsky, Ken Burk, Marsha & Mark Milstein, Victoria 
Ratnaswamy, Terry Kass, Stacey Max, Alexandra Brook, and Joyce Goldman; David Harris for taking our 
annual choir portrait (see below); our teen babysitters for childcare Bailey Carlson and supervisor Laura 
Rodriguez-Reyes; Ken Burk for recording and podcasting the rabbi’s sermons; our “young men with horns,” 
Shofar blowers Jim Jacobs and his son, Andy Jacobs; Executive Assistant Jeremy Owens for his tireless 
administrative assistance; and of course thank you and mazel tov to the incredible Rabbi Adam Chalom for 
yet another superior High Holidays experience! 

  
Thank you to the 2015 Kol Hadash Choir! 

[left to right] Larry Dworsky (bass accompanist), Rick Henriksen, Melissa Arning, Leah Sosewitz, Ricky Katz, Suzie Garfield, Emma 
Kowalenko, Jonah Hirsch, Joyce Hirsch, Laura Burk, David Hirsch, Leena Schwartz, Anthony Bilotti, Cara Schwartz, Rich Hirsch, Rick 
Bolnick, Todd von Felker, Toby Fisher, Choir Director Ellen Apley, Jessica Fisher, Robert Hart, Kimberly Gunderson, and Rabbi Chalom. 
Not pictured: Sue Talman, Lisa Jacobs: accompanist Shirley Trissel. Photo by David Harris. 



b)   

- 8 - 

Welcome, New Members! 
Kol Hadash extends a warm welcome to the following members who have joined us this year!  
 

Elana & Paul Brock, Highland Park 
Lynn & Elliot Miller, Lake Bluff 
Judith Pearlman, Highland Park 

Sara & Bill Race, Evanston 
Eva & Anthony Sandoval, Northbrook 

Susan & Robert Shuftan, Deerfield 
 

 
Please help us make our new members feel welcome — introduce yourselves at Kol Hadash events … “friend 
them” on Facebook … invite them to sit with you at a Shabbat service. To help you get to know our members, 
we are providing brief introductions, beginning below and continuing in upcoming editions of the Shofar.  
 

 
Sara and Bill Race live in Evanston. Their daughter 
Whitney is in the Kol Hadash 3rd Grade Sunday School 
class, and their son Liam is in the Kindergarten class. 
Sara grew up going to (Kol Hadash’s predecessor 
congregation) Beth Or, and both she and Bill relate to 
Kol Kadash's values. Bill is an English teacher and cross-
country coach at Glenbrook North High School, and 
Sara is an Environmental Compliance Specialist for 
ComEd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Judith Perlman is a second-generation Jewish Humanist. Her late father followed 
Sherwin Wine in suburban Detroit, where Judith later became an active member of the 
Birmingham Temple. Her son Joshua had his Bar Mitzvah there. Judith moved to 
Chicago in the 1990s and joined Congregation Beth Or for a short time, and then years 
later joined Kol Hadash for a short period of time.  She is rejoining in order to have a 
community of like-minded Jews.  Judith is a clinical social worker with a 
psychotherapy practice in Highland Park.  
 

 
 
 
Eva and Anthony Sandoval were married by 
Rabbi Chalom in 2014. They enjoyed speaking 
with him and became interested in Humanistic 
Judaism. They attended High Holiday services 
last year, and now that they have moved to 
Northbrook, they decided to join the 
congregation. They have a 3-month-old 
daughter, Eliana. Anthony is a former White 
House ontern, but no, he’s never met Monica 
Lewinsky. Anthony is currently a software 
engineer, and Eva is an attorney. 
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Dec 3 & 6 Hanukkah Storytimes for Young Children 
Dec 13  Hanukkah Celebration 
Jan 9 Movie Club  
Jan 23 Winers 
Jan 24  Tu B’Shevat Seder 
Feb 28 Taste of Kol Hadash 
Mar 4-6 HuJews Teen Conclave in Chicago 
Mar 20 Purim Carnival 
April 17 Passover Seder 
May 13 Sunday School Confirmation 

Kol Hadash News & Announcements 

Kol Hadash Directory  
Our membership directory was mailed to members 
with this edition of the Shofar. As a reminder, the 
purpose of the directory is to facilitate members’ 
personal communication with other members. We 
ask members to refrain from using the directory for 
their own business, marketing or fundraising 
activities.  

Host an Oneg! 
Hosting one of our Oneg Shabbats is an easy and 
fun way to get involved at Kol Hadash and meet 
new friends. Upcoming available dates include 
February 19, March 3 & 11, and April 8, 15 & 29. 
Interested? Contact David Hirsch 
(oneg@KolHadash.com). 
 
Thank You! 
• Thank you to the many volunteers who made 

our October 4 Sukkot Celebration a success! 
Thanks to Marla Davishoff, Karen Jackson, 
Lisa Landsman, David & Diane Sandler and 
Ilana Shaffer for helping with the party after 
the service; to the Kol Hadash Youth Group 
and advisor Aleya Schwartz for running the 
craft table; to Jeremy Gibson, Chris Jackson, 
Bill Brook, Ron Schwartz, Dan Polonsky, 
Marty & Ilana Shaffer, Ellen & Mitch Apley, 
Elana Gibson, and the Brook family (Bill, 
Alexandra, Gabriella, & Michael) for sukkah 
transport, set up and take-down. Special thanks 
to Jeremy Gibson for coordinating our sukkah 
building and storage for many years and to the 
Brook family for being our new sukkah 
keepers! 

• To the Membership Committee for hosting the 
Welcome Wine and Cheese reception and Oneg 
at our October 2 Shabbat service.  

• To Stacey & Ethan Max for hosting the Oneg at 
the October 16 Shabbat service. 

• To Susy & Larry Dworsky for hosting the Oneg 
at our October 30 Shabbat service. 

 
Family News & Events 
If you or someone you know is experiencing important 
and life-altering events, please share the news with Kol 
Hadash. In times of need, Kol Hadash members can offer 
support. In times of happiness, we can help celebrate. 
To share your news, please contact Rabbi Chalom. 

• Mazel tov to Scott Friedlander, son of Andrea & 
Mark Friedlander—Scott ran in last month’s 
Chicago Marathon and finished 637th overall, 
and 165th in his age class! 

• Mazel tov to Jonah Hirsch (son of Glynis & 
David Hirsch) and Zack Klein (son of Alisa & 
Bruce Klein), who were featured in last 
month’s Deerfield High School production of 
The Taming of the Shrew. 

This Month’s Yahrtzeits 
The following names will be read at the November 6 
Shabbat service at the North Shore Unitarian Church. If 
there is a name missing or if you would like to have a 
name read at the service, please contact the Kol Hadash 
office (847-383-5184, administrator@KolHadash.com). 
 David Bolnick Bernard Brook 
 Joe Collins Tamara Dworsky 
 Dr. Gregory Feldman Israel Friedman 
 Dusica Gavrilovich Olive Gleave 
 Arnold Klapp Anna Krouse 
 Shirley Lason Regina Mayer 
 Jean Merkin Beth Raben Musich 
 Jeanne Parker Bess Richter 
 Sandy Sarasohn Robert Schoenbrod 
 James Vanderbeck Esther K. Wagner 
                       Marie Yellen 
 

This Month’s Birthdays 
Rylie Max  November 6 
Lily Jackson  November 10 
Mimi Saks  November 11 
Bennett Davishoff  November 12 
Sam Brook  November 16 
Esther Silberman  November 17 
Ellen Rudnick   November 19 
Jonah Aristodemo  November 26 
David Sandler  November 26 
Lisa Weaver  November 28 
Golda Harris  November 30 
 

This Month’s Anniversaries 
Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz November 5 
Toby & Michael Fisher November 13 
Sue & Ilya Talman November 28 
 

✡ 
 

Celebrate & Remember with Kol Hadash 
A contribution to Kol Hadash is a meaningful way to 
express your wishes of sympathy, joy, congrats or mazel 
tov for your Kol Hadash family and friends' life events. 
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Tributes, Donations & Gifts 
Kol Hadash offers several opportunities for donations: 

Kol Hadash General Fund 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund 
Weiss Choir Fund  

Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund 
To donate to any of our funds, please make your check payable to “Kol Hadash” and send with instructions about the gift to: Kol 
Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069. The congregation expresses its 
gratitude to the following individuals, whose donations were received in the last month. 
 

Carrol & Edwyn Gold, in honor of Jack Gold’s Bar Mitzvah 

Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, in honor of the many birthdays and anniversaries in October 

Joyce & Richard Hirsch, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, in honor of the rabbi’s High Holiday services 

Mr. & Mrs. Sherman Kaplan, to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Liz Logan, in honor of Rabbi Chalom officiating at our wedding 

Ellen Rogin, in honor of Betty Gordon  

We thank the following members for their additional support of Kol Hadash through 2015-16 Sustaining Memberships and Supporting Donations. 
 

2015-16 Sustaining Members 
Gilbert Feldman 

Roland Finkelman 
Andrea & Mark Friedlander 

Lori Gerberding 
Paula & David Harris 
Glynis & David Hirsch 

Joyce & Richard Hirsch 
Susan Wauldron Jerris & Bruce Jerris 

Richard Mesirow 
Ellard Pfaelzer, Jr. 

Nancy Sohn & Mike Simon 
Sue & Ilya Talman 

Betty & Stanley Weinberger 
Laurie & Michael White 

2015-16 Supporting Donors 
Randi & Paul Carlson 
AJ & Adam Chalom 

Myrna & Garrett Cohn 
Suzanna & Larry Dworsky 
Joyce & William Goldman 

Karen & Chris Jackson 
Susie & Andrew Kramer 
Nina & Michael Lipkin 

Michael Saltzman 
Margaret Wittlinger & Ross Shepard 

Nancy Sohn & Mike Simon 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Kol Hadash Conversation Starters! 
A while back, we held a congregation-wide contest to create a slogan 
that would start a conversation about Kol Hadash and Humanistic 
Judaism. The winning slogan was In Good We Trust.  
    We have printed this slogan on t-shirts, grocery tote bags, mugs, and 
other high-quality items that are available for purchase on 
zazzle.com. While Kol Hadash does not make a profit on these sales, 
each item can be ordered individually according to size and preference. 
Please visit zazzle.com and search for “Kol Hadash” to find our items. 
Once you buy your items, you can proudly promote Kol Hadash! 
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Celebrate Celebrate and Commemorate through Kol Hadashand Commemorate through Kol Hadash   
 

Fill out and mail the form below — or — donate online at www.KolHadash.com 
When choosing to make a contribution in honor or in memory of someone, consider a donation to  

Kol Hadash. Your generosity will support our programs, our school, and our future growth, 
and those you designate will receive a special acknowledgement of your gift on their behalf, 

in addition to your message being printed in the Shofar. 
 

There are five Kol Hadash tribute funds from which to choose: 
Y Kol Hadash General Fund — contributions support all Kol Hadash programs and activities. 

Y Rabbi Chalom’s Discretionary Fund  — used by Rabbi Chalom for charitable purposes. 

Y Kol Hadash Tzedakah Fund — contributions to fund Kol Hadash volunteers’ assistance with charitable 
organizations. 

 

Y Weiss Choir Fund — contributions support the Kol Hadash Choir and music program. 
 

Y Kol Hadash Youth Group Fund — contributions support Youth Group programs and activities. 
 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --  
 
Enclosed please find $___________ for the ___________________________ Fund from:  
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Your Address & Phone # 
 

Message for Shofar/Acknowledgement letter: 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Occasion (e.g., “in honor of” or “in memory of”) 
 
Please send acknowledgement to: 
Please print legibly and include complete address. Thank you! 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Name  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Recipient’s Address 
 

Mail completed form and payment to: 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation, 175 Olde Half Day Road, Suite 123, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 
  



c)   

- 12 - 

 

 
 

 

 
175 Olde Half Day Road 
Suite 123 
Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 Your November Shofar is enclosed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

This month! 
 
 

 

 

Guest SpeakerGuest Speaker  
Humanistic Rabbi Ruti Humanistic Rabbi Ruti BidetzBidetz  

		

Friday, November 6 
7:30 PM 

North Shore Unitarian Church, Deerfield 
 

Details inside 
 

 




