
Thoughts on The Birdcage 1996 

* Family values was a concept that was much discussed, debated, and struggled with in the 
second half of the 1990s. The film deals with this battleground issue on several levels. 
How is the issue dealt with in the film? 

* The film also grapples with individuals trying to be something they are not, changing 
their personalities or their dress or actions for various reasons. What is the result in 
the film when characters do this? Are they successful? How would you define such 
success? 

* How would you describe the sets, the scenery, the costumes? Think of the street scenes 
or of Armand’s and Albert’s apartment. What is the effect of the design choices in 
these areas? 

* Do the gay stereotypes portrayed in the film detract from the enjoyment of the film? 
Are our attitudes toward such stereotypes more evolved today compared to 1996? Do 
these stereotypes relegate our enjoyment of the film to a “guilty pleasure”? 

* One could, perhaps, argue that the “over the top”  portrayal of the gay characters is 
necessary in the plot of the film to intensify the ill ease felt by the right wing Keeley 
family. Further by presenting two widely different life style attitudes (the LGBTQ vs. 
family values conservatism) the tension of a pending successful resolution of the dinner 
party situation is maximized. 

* Who do feel is the most sympathetic or tragic character in the film? 

* Villains is perhaps too strong a term, but who do you feel are the characters who are the 
most negatively portrayed? 

* The film can be described as a screwball comedy, something we have become familiar 
with. What characteristics does The Birdcage share with Bringing Up Baby and His Girl 
Friday? 

* How is the film different from other LGBTQ themed films you are familiar with like Boy 
Don’t Cry or Brokeback Mountain. 


