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Shalom from Rabbi Adam Chalom
“A Thousand Words”

In the language of multiple intelligences, Humanistic Judaism is
usually a verbal approach to Jewish life.
Howard Gardner’s famous educational theory described various
intelligence and learning styles: verbal (reading, writing,
talking), spatial (drawing, design, engineering), mathematical
(calculation, counting), kinesthetic (body awareness,
movement), and musical intelligences. This approach is a
wonderful way to understand the diverse value of individuals
and to push yourself to think differently. I am terrible at
drawing, decent at calculations, and given my professional
choice and love of crossword puzzles most inclined towards the
verbal. Yet I love to experience the talent of someone who is
differently brilliant.
Humanistic Judaism has historically been very word-focused – we care what we say in any
language, we use English poetry and prose in our services to find inspiration, and we have tried to
explain who we are and why we do what we do at length for over 50 years. For some, those words
resonate deeply and they come back for more. At the same time, we have to find ways to
celebrate that speak and sing to more than just the verbal.
Music has been an important part of Kol Hadash
from its founding, and because of our verbal
inclinations we have also put extra effort into our
design and aesthetic presentations. After all, a
picture is worth a thousand words, especially in the
age of Instagram. If we can’t explain our
Humanistic Judaism in visual vocabulary, our
outreach will remain limited.
Hopefully you’ve already noticed the fruits of some
of our Social Media work with Sarah Best Strategy –
in addition to helping us with messaging and posting
on Facebook and Instagram, they are sharing their
visual expertise to help us express ourselves
visually. In 2020, a complicated celebration of the
Fourth of July required more than platitudes (see
https://hjrabbi.wordpress.com/2013/04/08/thejewish-american-dream/ for the poem referenced
in the image).
When it comes to communication, sometimes less is more – fewer words, more meaning. Be sure
to follow our Facebook page and “Insta” (as the kids say) over the coming months!
All programs have been moved to online video conferences – please be sure to check your email for
current notices of program dates, times and video links. If you have questions, you can always contact
our administrator Jeremy Owens at info@kolhadash.com.
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View from the Chair
by Steering Committee Chair, Mike Lippitz (scchair@KolHadash.com)

Preparing for this upcoming congregational year is requiring a lot of creativity and
new kinds of efforts, given the disruption in our ability to gather in person.
Fortunately, participation and engagement have increased during the pandemic,
as people who would not be able to come to services or join an educational
program—particularly those who are vulnerable to COVID-19 or don’t drive at
night—have been doing so in large numbers online. Rabbi Chalom and most of the
Steering Committee is working very hard this summer to keep up the momentum
and, in particular, to make virtual high holidays engaging and meaningful.
I hope you’ll give serious consideration to joining a Kol Hadash committee. We
depend on volunteers who can devote a few hours per month to making things
happen for the good of the congregation. I’ve lots of experience with committees,
and I can’t recall ones with more creative and committed people than at Kol
Hadash. It’s a truly rewarding experience, for an important cause.
In addition, making people aware of Kol Hadash is one of the most impactful ways
you can contribute to the success of the congregation. This is particularly
important this year. Being online presents Kol Hadash with an opportunity to
greatly expand awareness of and participation in the movement. We expect there will be many people who
will “shop around” multiple virtual High Holiday Services, due to lower cost or even free “tickets” and not
having to travel. It is also an opportunity to share the Kol Hadash experience with family and friends from
out of town or even out of the country. Prior to High Holidays, there will be a Meet the Congregation
Shabbat Service on Friday 28 August.
As always, if you’re aware of families who moved north recently and who may be seeking a Jewish
education for their children, please let them know about these opportunities to learn about our school
community. (See Ilana Shaffer’s column below for details.)
Thank you in advance for your support of Kol Hadash.

Youth Education Update
by Ilana Shaffer (youthed@KolHadash.com)

As this (unusual) summertime is ending and the (uncertain) school year is upon
us, the focus of our youth education is steadfast: remaining relevant to children
and families and creatively finding ways for meaningful connection. Welcome
back, students and parents, as we begin another great (and unique) year
together.
At Sunday School this year, our students will continue to learn about being
Jewish -- they will be taught Jewish history and culture and to value their
Jewish identity. Yet, not only are they learning how to ‘be’ Jewish, they are
also learning how to ‘do’ Jewish. And, at Kol Hadash, we are proud to be Doing
Jewish Differently.
Our students connect with their Jewish heritage with the understanding that we
are unique (yet not chosen), that we should be inclusive, and that we can and
should learn from other cultures. They are encouraged to think independently
and critically, and to ask questions. Our students know that they alone have the
power -- and duty -- to make their community and world a better place.
Our curriculum and programming embody these values, and we are lucky to have wonderful teachers who
embrace them as well. And, like this past spring, our teachers are re-imagining their lesson plans to adapt
to our new (and seemingly ever-changing) environment. While we may be gathering and connecting in new
ways this year, you can expect a continuation of quality student and family programs. (see list of 20202021 Youth Education Staff)
We will maintain the spectrum of offerings in Youth Education, with some aspects being adjusted, as
needed: weekly Sunday School class for Kindergarten through Confirmation including our unique B Mitzvah
program, monthly Preschool Jewish Discovery class, and, family holiday and cultural celebrations.
As you know, our community is vibrant and our doors are always open -- we are happy to welcome other
members of your family and friends. Interested families can decide if we are a good fit by joining our
family holiday celebrations, and their child can join a class any week of the year with our Sunday School
Try Out program (with no expectation of a commitment). .
I hope you will be in touch with me (at youthed@KolHadash.com or 773-209-8266). I welcome your
feedback and ideas.
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The Congregation is invited
Bat Mitzvah of Elyse Shaffer
Daughter of Ilana & Marty Shaffer
Friday, August 21, 6:00pm on Zoom
Email info@KolHadash.com for live-stream access

Shabbat Services
Friday, August 14, 7:30pm
Elul—A Month of Reflection
Only one month in the Jewish
calendar has no prescribed holidays
or fast days. The 12th month of the
Jewish calendar is traditionally a
time for reflection and repentance
leading into the Jewish New Year.
How can Humanistic Jews frame this
as a time of self-judgment and
relationship repair?

Friday, August 28, 7:30pm

Meet The Congregation Shabbat:
A Judaism for the Rest of Us
Our annual open house “meet the
congregation” Shabbat celebration is
a time for our members to re-connect
after the summer and for visitors to
discover who we are and how we “do
Jewish.” Join us to explore the
unique appeal of Humanistic Judaism
to less conventional Jews and their
families.

August Activities

Women’s Group: Canasta

Monday, August 3, 1:30pm
The canasta ladies meet on Zoom. If you are interested in getting
together virtually, contact WE@KolHadash.com.

Women’s Group: Canasta
Monday, August 17, 1:30pm
The canasta ladies meet on Zoom. If you are interested in getting
together virtually, contact WE@KolHadash.com.

Rabbi Chalom Visits the North Senior Center (online)
Wednesday, August, 19, 1:00pm
Rabbi Chalom speaks (virtually) at North Shore Senior Center. Jewish
civilization has experienced destruction many times. Each crisis has
produced creative responses that transformed Judaism to meet new
realities. How can these examples give us inspiration, and even
direction, as we move forward from our current challenges?

Women’s Group: Canasta
Monday, August 31, 1:30pm
The canasta ladies meet on Zoom. If you are interested in getting
together virtually, contact WE@KolHadash.com.

Our Membership Model

IISHJ Programming

Four years ago, Kol Hadash changed the way
members make dues pledges, to reduce the
embarrassment of having to ask for a
reduction and be more welcoming in general.
Steering Committee Chair, Mike Lippitz and
Rabbi Adam Chalom recently reported the
results of our membership model change in
detail and consider how the Coronavirus crisis
might impact the aspect of synagogue life in
eJewishPhilanthropy.com. Follow this link to
read the article: https://tinyurl.com/KHMembership-Model

The A-Z of Intermarriage
Sunday, August 9, 7:00pm
Join Rabbi Denise Handlarski for a conversation with Rabbi
Chalom, on her wonderful and important new book, The A-Z of
Intermarriage. Visit https://iishj.org/atoz/ for details.

Secular & Humanistic Jewish Education Webinar
Sunday, August 27, 7:30pm
The philosophy of Secular Humanistic Judaism impacts what
and how we teach in our communities' schools. We will explore
these issues as an orientation to both new and long-time
teachers. Visit https://tinyurl.com/yyfz6vx9 for details

2020-2021 Youth Education Staff
Hebrew Tutor: Mara Heichman
Rabbi & Mitzvah Prep Class + B Mitzvah Tutor:
Rabbi Adam Chalom
Music Instruction: Ellen Apley
Guitar Accompanist: Laura Burk
B Mitzvah Coordinator: Leah Sosewitz
Youth Education Director: Ilana Shaffer

Preschool Jewish Discovery: Lynn Miller
K/1st Grade Class: Laura Burk
2nd/3rd Grade Class: Karen Jackson
4th/5th Grade Class: Ken Burk
6th/7th Grade Class: Mark Friedman
8th/9th/10th Grade Confirmation Class:
David Hirsch and Rachel Samlan
3

Please be sure to check your weekly email for scheduling changes due to coronavirus protocol.
Youth Education and Family Events: Contact Ilana Shaffer, youthed@KolHadash.com, 773-209-8266

Parent Survey Feedback
and Q&A Session

B Mitzvah FAQ Sessions

Sunday, August 9, 10:00-11:00am
via Zoom

Tuesday, August 25

Parents join Rabbi Chalom and Youth
Ed Director Ilana Shaffer to discuss
how Sunday School will meet this
fall

Holiday
Storytimes
for Tots
Celebrate the Jewish High Holidays with
stories, songs and activities especially
for young children. Everyone is welcome
at this free, family program. Rabbi
Adam Chalom and our Youth Education
Director will lead holiday activities for
children up to age 2 (older siblings
welcome) with a grown up. There will
be time to get to know other families in
your community, too. Resources for
celebrating the High Holidays in your
home will also be provided.

Tuesday, September 1
Thursday, September 10
7:30-8:30pm

via Zoom
Intended for parents of children up to 6th grade
Can a Bar or Bat Mitzvah work with your busy schedules,
be within your financial means, and be meaningful? Yes,
yes, and yes! Explore your options during this free,
informal FAQ session with Rabbi Adam Chalom, our Youth
Education Director, Ilana Shaffer, and our B Mitzvah
Coordinator Leah Sosewitz.

Preschool
Jewish
Discovery

Tuesday, September 15

10:30-11:30am

10:00-10:45am
Jewett Park Pavilion, Deerfield

Wednesday, September 16
10:00-10:45 am
Sunset Woods Park, Small Pavilion,
Highland Park

Free monthly enrichment class! Open to everyone!

Wednesday, October 7

Getting to Know You

10:00-10:45am
the Kol Hadash Sukkah

September 20
High Holidays for Tots

Sunday, October 11
3:00-3:45pm
the Kol Hadash Sukkah
visit KolHadash.com to register

August 30

Children ages 2-6 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam Chalom
and veteran preschool teacher Lynn Miller as they explore a
Jewish holiday or cultural value along with interactive songs,
books, and hands-on activities. There is time for a snack, and
for the children and parents to socialize. At-home resources
will also be provided.
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August Yahrtzeits

The following names will be read at the August14 Shabbat service.
Eunice Addelson
Davida Evenson
Selma Fainman
Bobby Hammel
Abraham Hepner

Armin Hirsch
Barry Kelner
Oscar Kroft
Joseph Levine
Nathan Levitt

Hillel Lipkin
Alice Pfaelzer
Marvin Samlan
Mary Samson
Edward Schiller

Idelle Sellinger
Marilyn Shoolin
Harvard Sohn
Dan Sohn
Herbert Spencer
Robert Zimmerman

Tributes
Anonymous, General Fund
Bobbi Simkin & Samantha Duran, in memory of Michael Fisher, Weiss Choir Fund
Andrea & Mark Friedlander, wishing Glynis Hirsch a speedy recovery, General Fund
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Youth Group Fund
Happy Stone & Rick Henriksen, Friedman Family Fund
Glynis & David Hirsch, in memory of Harriet Wiederhorn, General Fund
Joyce & Rich Hirsch, in memory of Harriet Wiederhorn, General Fund
Joyce & Rich Hirsch, wishing Jeremy Owens a speedy recovery, General Fund
Marsha & Mark Milstein, wishing Glynis Hirsch a full and speedy recovery, General Fund
Victoria Ratnaswamy, General Fund
Tailgate Party Sponsorship
Susan & Roger Addelson, Emma Kowalenko & Anthony Bilotti, Marsha & Rick Bolnick, Sandra & William Brinkman, Laura &
Ken Burk, Marla Davishoff, Andrea & Mark Friedlander, Irene Chase & Jeremy Gibson, Joyce & William Goldman, Joyce &
Rich Hirsch, Susan Wagner & Mike Lippitz, Leora Hatchwell & Tom McCune, Judith Perlman, Judy & Steve Rosenweig, Sara &
Ed Samson, Tamar & Ron Schwartz, Sheila & Ron Sebor, Ilana & Marty Shaffer
Family News & Thank You
• Wishing Glynis Hirsch a swift recovery from recent medical treatment.
• Mazel Tov to Lynn and Elliot Miller in anticipation of their next grandchild, expected in early September!
• Thank You to Susan Addelson and Leora Hatchwell for organizing our wonderful socially distanced Tailgate Party.

High Holiday Schedule 2020
As with most of life since March 2020, our High Holidays in September will be very different since we will
not gather in person. However, we WILL still offer a full schedule of High Holiday services—and then some—
over Zoom Webinar.

Rosh Hashana

Evening Service: Friday, September 18, 7:30pm (Central Time)
Day Service: Saturday, September 19, 10:30am (Central Time)
Family Service: Saturday, September 19, 2:00pm (Central Time)

Yom Kippur Adult Services

Evening Service (Kol Nidre): Sunday, September 27, 7:30pm (Central Time)
Day Service: Monday, September 28, 10:30am (Central Time)
Family Service: Monday, September 28, 2:00pm (Central Time)
Memorial & Concluding Services: Monday, September 28, 3:30pm (Central Time)
Our celebrations will include beautiful music—some recorded, some live—as well as our inspirational
readings and Rabbi Chalom's stimulating sermons: the same meaningful experiences we want and need from
our High Holidays, just on a new platform.
We are not selling guest tickets to High Holidays this year. Rather, we ask that you register and make a
donation or become a Contributing Member of Kol Hadash at a self-chosen financial commitment (see
www.kolhadash.com/join-us). One registration and donation entitles you to attend all five of the services
listed above. (By way of guidance, in a normal year guest tickets cost $250 for all services, or $90 each to
purchase tickets for individual services.) The registration link for services is coming soon!
We hope you will be with us in Humanistic "spirit" to welcome in the new year in the same way at the same
time, if not in the same place.
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August 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
Women’s Group (online)
1:30pm

9

4

3
Development Committee
(online)
3:00pm

10

5
Tu B’Av

11

6

7

8

13

14

15

Steering Committee
(online)
7:30pm

12

Parent Survey
Feedback and Q&A Session
(online) 10:00am

Shabbat Service:
Elul: A Month of Reflection
(online) (Yahrtzeit)
7:30pm

A-Z of Intermarriage
(online) 7:00pm
16

17

18

Women’s Group (online)
1:30pm

23

24

Sunday School, 9:30am
Preschool Jewish Discovery:
Getting to Know You, 10:30am

31

20

Rabbi Chalom
North Shore Senior
Center (online)

25
B Mitzvah FAQ Session
for Parents (online)
7:30pm

30

19

21

22

Elyse Shaffer Bat Mitzvah
6:00pm

26

27
Secular & Humanistic
Jewish Education
Webinar (online)
7:30pm

28
Meet the Congregation
Shabbat Service: A Judaism
for the Rest of Us
(online) 7:30pm

29

For parents of students up to 6th grade
Tuesday, August 25
Tuesday, September 1
Thursday, September 10
7:30–8:30pm•on Zoom
Open to everyone!
•

Are you debating how (or whether) to have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah for your child?

•

Are you feeling pressure because “how it’s supposed to be” and “how it’s always been done”
isn’t a good fit for your family?

•

Are you concerned that non-Jewish family members might not be allowed to participate fully?

•

Are you looking for a custom celebration that will be both personal and meaningful,
balancing Jewish traditions and your unique family heritage?

Explore your options during this free, informal FAQ session
with Rabbi Adam Chalom, our Youth Education Director, and our B Mitzvah Coordinator
You may also schedule a one-on-one information session by Zoom, by phone or email with
Rabbi Chalom, our Youth Education director, or our B Mitzvah Coordinator

Sunday School Try Out
For families interested in our education program from preschool through
confirmation, your child can join their grade’s class for the day.
There is no expectation of a commitment by attending.
Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate
www.KolHadash.com

How is Our B Mitzvah Different from All Other B Mitzvahs?
The Kol Hadash B Mitzvah program (gender-neutral, non-binary term for “Bar Mitzvah” and/or
“Bat Mitzvah”) is unique, meaningful, and personal to the student in many ways:
1. Our B Mitzvah preparation fits into the busy lives of today’s middle-schoolers and their
families. Students learn Hebrew through one-on-one tutoring sessions.
2. Our Hebrew curriculum balances the need for Hebrew reading skills with an
understanding of Hebrew as a modern, living language.
3. Rather than be automatically assigned the Torah or Haftorah portion coinciding with
their B Mitzvah service date, our students choose their own Torah portion, whichever
one they find to be most inspirational or meaningful.
4. Students have the choice to read from other Jewish literature or do a Jewish-related
research project instead of reading from the Torah.
5. All the readings and music celebrate the milestone of becoming a B Mitzvah. The B
Mitzvah is the only reason for the gathering.
6. Every B Mitzvah service is devoted to only one student.
7. Families can customize their B Mitzvah celebration service by choosing their favorite
readings and music from an array of options.
8. All parents of B Mitzvah students participate fully in our ceremonies. We are fully
welcoming and inclusive of modern families in all their diversity.
9. Following the B Mitzvah presentation, the parents have the opportunity to share their
feelings about the occasion in a short but meaningful address to their child.
10. Families may honor other family members and friends by having them read selections
from the service, hold the Torah, or light candles on our congregational menorah.
11. Service readings are in English and sensitive to a diverse audience, enabling all family
members (of all ethnic and religious backgrounds) to equally and meaningfully
participate.
12. Our families almost always get their first choice of date. Ceremonies can be held on a
Friday evening, Saturday morning or Saturday evening.

www.KolHadash.com

Free monthly enrichment class open to everyone
Children ages 2-6 with a grown-up join Rabbi Adam Chalom and veteran preschool teacher Lynn
Miller as they explore a Jewish holiday or cultural value along with interactive songs, books and
hands-on activities. There is time for the children and parents to socialize, too. At home resources will
also be provided.
Older siblings can come at 9:30am for our Sunday School Try Out and join their grade’s class (register
on our website, please).

Monthly on Sundays at 10:30-11:30am
at our Sunday School
RSVPs encouraged; walk-ins welcome - RSVP on calendar at KolHadash.com
August 30 — Getting to Know You
We kick off the first day of Sunday School together.

September 20 — High Holidays for Tots
We welcome the New Year and hear the Shofar!

October 4 — Sukkot
We’ll make decorations for our own mini-Sukkah.

November 22 — Tikkun Olam
We’ll participate in an age-appropriate service project.

December 13 — Hanukkah
We’ll make holiday crafts and join the Sunday School Family Hanukkah Party.

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate
www.KolHadash.com

Sunday, September 20 ∙ 10:30-11:30am
Brickyards Park, Deerfield
Celebrate the Jewish High Holidays with stories, songs and activities especially for young
children. Everyone is welcome at this free, family program. Rabbi Adam Chalom and
veteran preschool teacher Lynn Miller will lead holiday activities for children up to age 6 with
a grown up. There will be time to get to know other families in your community, too.
Resources for celebrating the High Holidays in your home will also be provided.
Older siblings can come at 9:30am for our Sunday School Try Out and join their grade’s class
(register on our website, please).
RSVP on Kol Hadash website calendar
RSVP’s encouraged - walk-ins welcome

Questions to Ilana Shaffer at youthed@kolhadash.com or 773-209-8266
Members choose financial commitment — Trial Memberships offered — Jewish and Interfaith families fully participate

www.KolHadash.com

2020/5781 High Holidays Schedule
All High Holiday Services will be through Zoom.
All times Central US Time.

Rosh Hashana
Evening Service: Friday, September 18, 7:30pm
Day Service: Saturday, September 19, 10:30am
Family Service: Saturday, September 19, 2:00pm

High Holidays for Tots
(for children up to age 4)
Sunday, September 20, 10:30am
Brickyards Park, Deerfield

Yom Kippur
Evening Service (Kol Nidre): Sunday, September 27, 7:30pm
Day Service: Monday, September 28, 10:30am
Family Service: Monday, September 28, 2:00pm
Memorial & Concluding Services: Monday, September 28, 3:30pm

•
•
•
•
•
•

High Holiday Admission Policies
Both members and guests must register online to receive a link for High Holiday Services.
Online Adult Service Registration: www.kolhadash.com/form/HH%20Reservation
There are no “tickets” but guests are encouraged to donate to support the service broadcast.
Adult services are appropriate for children entering 6th grade and older.
Family Services are appropriate for children age 5 and older.
Online Family Service Registration: www.kolhadash.com/form/family%HH%20Reservations

Questions? Contact 847-383-5184 or e-mail info@KolHadash.com

2020 - High Holidays - 5781
Five Jewish Questions
We are told that asking questions, and answering questions with questions, is very Jewish. What must
we ask and answer today, now, in this moment?

Who Am I, That I Should Confront Pharaoh?
Rosh Hashana Evening
September 18, 7:30pm
Moses asks to evade responsibility for leading the Exodus. When we confront our challenges, as individuals
and societies, the size of the task can be overwhelming. Where can we find the strength to stand up for what
needs to be done?

Am I My Brother’s Keeper?
Rosh Hashana Morning
September 19, 10:30am
Cain asks this after the first murder in the Torah. When to care for others, and when for ourselves? How do
we balance our orbits of concern: ourselves, our family, our tribe, our nation, humanity? When simply
breathing in public can be dangerous, this challenge echoes even more powerfully.

Asking Good Questions
Rosh Hashana Family Service
September 19, 2:00pm
We learn and grow by asking questions and finding answers. Through stories and songs, we will explore the
challenges we face today. Our Family services are aimed at children ages 5-12 but all are welcome to attend.

Shall Not the Judge Do Justice?
Yom Kippur Evening
September 27, 7:30pm
Abraham challenges the Hebrew God to live up to its role when judging Sodom. Through the Jewish Year
just ended, from September to September, our trust in democracy, criminal justice, and national authority
have been challenged. How can we form a more perfect union, and what will it take to make it happen?

If Not Now, When?
Yom Kippur Morning
September 28, 10:30am
Rabbi Hillel’s simple question continues to inspire and to challenge. Some of us may be comfortable in the
status quo and thus hesitant to change for those beyond our orbit of concern. Dare we tell those suffering now
to be patient? What better question to ponder as we kick off a New Year?

Finding Good Answers
Yom Kippur Family Service
September 28, 2:00pm
We learn and grow by asking questions and finding answers. Through stories and songs, we will explore the
challenges we face today. Our Family services are aimed at children ages 5-12 but all are welcome to attend.

Who Can See What Will Happen After?
Yom Kippur Memorial & Concluding
September 28, 3:30pm
Ecclesiastes despairs, and finds consolation, in the thought that this world is all we have. Our losses these
last twelve months between natural mortality and global pandemic weigh heavily at the conclusion of the
year. It is up to us to remember and to act in their memory.

