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December Shabbat Services 
 Greetings 15 minutes before service begins

           __Birthday  __ Bar or Bat Mitzvah  __Birth
  __Anniversary  __A Speedy Recovery  __Appreciation 
       __Graduation  __Marriage   __Yahrzeit  __Other
 
  Amount of Contribution Enclosed  $__________________________ 

  (Checks made payable to Congregation Shir Tikvah)
   Credit cards accepted.  Please charge my card  __________________________________________________                       
                                                                              (Card Type)   (Card Number)                       (Exp. Date)(Sec. Code)
  
  Please select a fund to which you would like to direct your contribution (circle one): 
               - Art Acquistion Fund - Barbara Paley Outdoor Enhancement - Family Education Tributes Fund -
     - General Fund - Library Fund - Platt/Wenig Torah Fund - Prayerbook Fund  - Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund -  
               - Richard J. Sweet Jewish Education Scholarship Fund - Rick May Fund for Jewish Music -
                                       -Tauber Caring Community Fund - Youth Scholarship Fund - 

  SEND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO: 
  ________________________________________                DONOR’S NAME:________________________
  Address: _________________________________  Address: __________________________________
  City:_____________________________________  City:_______________________________________
  State:____________________  Zip:______________ State:_____________  Zip:_____________

I would like to make the following donation to Congregation Shir Tikvah: 

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Troy, Michigan
PERMIT NO. 405

Address Service Requested

Congregation Shir Tikvah   
A Reform Renewal Shul
Warm. Spiritual. Totally Welcoming.
3900 Northfield Parkway 
Troy, MI 48084
www.shirtikvah.org 

Time Dated Material

Please Deliver Promptly

IN MEMORY OF _______________________________    IN HONOR OF ___________________________

Please mail to: Congregation Shir Tikvah 3900 Northfield Parkway, Troy, MI 48084 or  www.shirtikvah.org
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Friday, December 6
Traditional Service: 7:15 p.m. 
Host Trustee: TBD
Candle Lighting: 4:41 p.m.

Saturday, December  7
Torah Study: 9:30 a.m. 
No Service at CST
Parsha: Vayetzei

Friday, December 13
Short & Sweet Service: 6:15 p.m. 
Host Trustee: Rich Spitzer
Candle Lighting: 4:42 p.m.

Saturday, December 14
Torah Study: 9:30 a.m.
No Service at CST
Parsha: Vayishlach

Friday, December 20
Annual Latke Dinner: 5:45 p.m. 
Chanukah Music Service: 7:15 p.m. 
Host Trustee: Marla Jansen
Candle Lighting: 4:44 p.m.

Saturday, December 21
Torah Study: 9:30 a.m.
Chanukah Tot Shabbat: 10:00 a.m.
Host Trustee: Paul Blatt
Parsha: Vayeshev

Friday, December 27
Pennie Michelin to Lead Sevice: 6:15 p.m. 
Host Trustee: TBD
Candle Lighting: 4:48 p.m.

Saturday, December 28
Torah Study: 9:30 a.m. 
No Service at CST
Parsha: Miketz



Rabbi’s corner:
 

The Enchanted Menorah is a story that kids can relate to, but has a profound 
message for grown-ups as well. 

There was once a wise rabbi by the name of Rabbi Israel, who lived in a mountainous forest with his 
wife. Frequently, he took contemplative walks through the forest for days at a time, but he always 
returned in time for Shabbat. 

One night, a week before Hanukkah, Rabbi Israel left for one of his customary journeys. He expected 
to be home by the start of Hanukkah, but just in case not, he told his wife to go ahead and light candles 
for the menorah if he wasn’t back in time. 

Lo, came the afternoon of Hanukah, and just as Rabbi Israel was turning toward home from deep in 
the forest, it began to snow heavily. Before long, a heavy wind joined the snow, and a blizzard started 
raging. With darkness falling, Rabbi Israel pulled his heavy wool coat tightly around him, and realized 
with a sinking feeling that he was lost. Though he walked and walked, he didn’t seem to be getting any 
closer to home. Eventually, Rabbi Israel grew tired, sat down against a stone, and fell asleep.

While asleep, Rabbi Israel had a dream. In his dream, a tall old man appeared to him, carrying a candle 
in his hand. “Who are you?” he asked. “I am Mattathias, father of the Maccabees, and have brought 
this candle for you.” Suddenly, Rabbi Israel awoke, and thought he saw a candle burning a light for him 
just ahead, through the forest. He made his way toward the light, which seemed to move with every 
footfall. 

Eventually, his surroundings grew familiar, and he realized that he was emerging from the forest, and 
nearing his own home. That is when he saw the menorah lights burning from his kitchen window. As 
he came close, Hannah his wife ran out to greet him, crying, “Thank God! I thought you might not 
make it home!”

She then described how, just after lighting the Hanukah candles, they vanished! Until now: Back in 
their window, shining brightly against the snow outside. Rabbi Israel said that Mattathias, from his 
dream, must have borrowed them in order to lead him home.

What seems a great Jewish supernatural tale can be read allegorically, too. For haven’t you ever had 
a time when you felt far from what feels safe and familiar—home? Sometimes when we feel lost and 
overwhelmed, despair can sink us into a helpless stupor—like sleep. Yet by turning back toward our 
tradition, and pursuing it, we can follow its wisdom—its light—to find our way home. 

May you and your families and friends enjoy a joyous Hanukkah!

B’shalom,

Congregation Shir Tikvah
  Shabbat Prayer Opportunites

 
At CST, every Shabbat contains a Friday night 
service.  Saturday morning services are held at 
least once per month.  Please check the calendar 
of services for exact service times each weekend 
or go online to www.shirtikvah.org/events.

Friday Night Services:
6:15 p.m.  Short & Sweet Service 
“Short and Sweets” are designed for a more 
traditional Shabbat experience while still 
offering our unique Shir Tikvah spirituality. 
These services only last 45 minutes so that you 
can head home or out to eat for Shabbat dinner.  
At the “Family Short & Sweet” a Jewish folktale is 
told as the D’var for these musical services with 
food and activities to follow.  Both are preceded 
by a “preneg;” a light snack to tide you over.  
There is no oneg following the service. 

7:15 p.m. Music Shabbat 
Full of singing, dancing and Shabbat warmth, 
these services are informal, high-energy, and 
perfect for both adults and children.  This 
service is followed by an “oneg” of coffee, 
refreshments and desserts. 

7:15 p.m. Traditional Service 
Geared towards adults (though open to children 
as well), this service contains more liturgy than 
the other services and an in-depth sermon or 
Torah discussion.  This service is followed by an 
“oneg” of coffee, refreshments and desserts. 

Tot Shabbat Service 
Our Tot Shabbat service is a prayer experience 
geared toward children 7 years old and younger 
and their families.  Full of music, movement, 
and age-appropriate teaching, these services are 
scheduled throughout the year on varying Friday 
nights or Saturday mornings . Fridays begin at 
6:15 p.m. and Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. and last 
approximately 30 minutes.  Fun crafts and kid-
friendly snacks follow the service in our Tikvah 
Explorer’s classroom. 

Saturday Morning Service 
These are led by our bar/bat mitzvah young 
adults, offering an incredible opportunity to 
see the in-depth training Shir Tikvah offers its 
Family Education students and the wonderful 
individuality that each 13-year old brings to 
prayer and Torah study.  We also occasionally 
have Tot Shabbat services on Saturday mornings. 
This service is followed by an “oneg” of coffee, 
refreshments and desserts, or in the case of a Tot 
Shabbat, a kid-friendly oneg with crafts. 

Facility Rentals
 
Looking for a warm, inviting and beautiful setting for your next 
simcha? Consider renting space at Shir Tikvah! For availability and 
more info, please contact Lorelei Berg. 

Tree of Remembrance 
 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is through the pur-
chase of a leaf on our Tree of Remembrance, 
located in the front vestibule.  Leaves are $180 per name and can be 
purchased by contacting Lorelei Berg. 

Cemetery Plots at Oakview Cemetery 
 
Did you know that as a CST member you have access to a spe-
cial rate for cemetery plots in the Shir Tikvah section of Oakview 
Cemetery? Contact Lorelei Berg to learn more about this important 
benefit. 

Oneg Duty for the 2019-2020
Membership Year - Sign Up Now!
 
Full year sign ups are now available for onegs through the sign up link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0844a8ae2ca3ff2-20192020 
In order to continue to keep the “Shir Tikvah” feel to our onegs, we 
ask members to volunteer for oneg duty at least once per membership 
year.  Not only does having our members bring food and help set up and 
clean up create a more “hamish” feel, but it also allows for wonderful 
opportunities to get to know each another better!  Many members 
sponsor a oneg in honor of or in memory of a loved one as a way to 
celebrate them or a special occasion! Whether you are volunteering with 
others, or sponsoring on your own, onegs are easy and fun to do! Ask 
Lorelei Berg for a quick tutorial, if needed.  

Every Little Bit Counts! 
 

Help Shir Tikvah Earn Donations with Your 
Holiday (& Every Day) Shopping  

Did you know that you can link Shir Tikvah to your Kroger Rewards card and 
Kroger will give 5% back to CST? Simply go to krogercommunityrewards.
com and sign in or create an account.  Then, under “Account Summary,” go to 
“Edit Community Rewards” and enter our ID # 82673. 

We also participate in the AmazonSmile program, by which Amazon.com 
shoppers would have to go to smile.amazon.com and select Congregation Shir 
Tikvah as the chairty they want to support.  Eligible purchases made through 
this site would generate a .5% donation back to Shir Tikvah! 

Don’t forget when you shop for toys that we have 
partnered with Toyology Toys to be part of their 
Kickback Program. Every time you shop (at  
anytime during the year) at Toyology Toys or on  
www.toyologytoys.com and mention “Shir Tikvah” 
by name you are directly helping our congregation. 
Please remember, you MUST mention Shir Tikvah 
when checking out at Toyology for us to receive  
the 10% kickback! When shopping online make 
sure you type in the code: shirtikvah10 for us to 
receive the credit for online purchases. 
 
 Thank you for remembering us whenever you shop for toys or gifts!

 

Shir Tikvah Volunteer Spot

We are who we are because of the tremendous willingness of our 
members to “roll up their sleeves” and lend a hand.  Want to help? 
Here’s what we have this month:    

Drivers needed to deliver food to the homebound for Yad Ezra on 
Sunday, December 8 at 10:45 a.m. Contact Lorelei Berg to help! 

There are some spots needed for oneg duty in December for our 
Traditional Shabbat on December 6 and the Pennie Michelen led 6:15 
p.m. service on December 27.  Check out the sign up genius (https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0844a8ae2ca3ff2-20192020) to grab a 
spot or contact Lorelei Berg. 

Grief Support Group 

Shir Tikvah has formed a support group for anyone who has lost 
a loved one.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first and third 
Thursday of every month. 
 
Loss is hard and can result in confusing and difficult emotional 
experiences.  Grief support groups can be extremely helpful in the 
grieving process. We invite anyone who has suffered a loss to be a part 
of this group.  

The group is led by Joyce May M.A. L.L.P. It will be completely 
confidential.  If you have any questions or are interested in participating 
contact Joyce at joyceandrickmay@gmail.com or at 248-756-3883.

CST Reader’s Theater presents

THE BAGEL BAKER OF MULLINER LANE
Sunday, December 8 10:00-10:30 
(following the Family Ed Service) 

THE BAGEL BAKER OF MULLINER LANE is a story based on the childhood memories of the 
author Judith Hope Blau. The story follows Grandpa Izzy and Grandma Sonny, one stormy winter 
evening, when Chanukah and Christmas bring together a disparate community intent on helping out 
the beloved proprietor of a small bagel bakery. This readers theatre production with our very own 
Rabbis Aura and Arnie, as Grandma Sonny and Grandpa Izzy, demonstrates the power of community, 
friendship and a little bit of magic.

Shir Tikvah is grateful to Karen Moore, who supplied the script and helped arrange this gift of the 
dramatic arts to our congregation!



Thoughts from our President
It’s pretty accurate to say that without the sun, you wouldn’t be reading this column. 
The sun, and the sunshine it provides, is the source of all life on Earth. No wonder, 
then, that we seek out the sunshine, especially in these months of winter when it is so 
scare. We need sunlight, for both our physical and mental well-being. If we can’t find 
it naturally, we take Vitamin D or lie under a sunlamp or go south for the winter.

Perhaps it’s no surprise that many religions place extra focus on celebrating light 
during the months when it is least plentiful. The Hindu festival of Diwali, which usually falls in late 
October, symbolizes spiritual light over darkness, and part of the observance involves the lighting 
of candles. Kwanzaa, celebrated in late December, includes seven candles among the celebratory 
symbols. Of course, Chanukah is known as the “festival of lights” among Jews, and we readily 
acknowledge that it (sort of) coincides with the shortest days of the year, allowing us to light up the 
darkness. Christmas may not be religiously associated with lights or candles, but it’s hard to dispute 
that an ostentatiously decorated house can easily light up the entire neighborhood street!

Please join in at Shir Tikvah this month as we observe Chanukah. Sisterhood will hold their annual 
Chanukah shopping spree. Project Light One Candle provides a beautiful way for us to help those 
who cannot afford gifts for their loved ones. Our Chanukah Appeal brings in needed funds to 
support the operating budget. December 9th is the kick-off event for our new social action program, 
Be the Light (at the Chisholm home). And, of course, we’ll celebrate Chanukah as a community with 
our Chanukah Music Shabbat service on December 20th.

May your days be filled with sunshine and your December holidays be spiritually enlightening!

B’Shalom

Shir Tikvah
 & Social Media

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
to receive news and updates on CST 

events.  Also, for members only, we have a 
closed group Facebook page for member 

communications.  If you would like to join 
please search “Congregation Shir Tikvah” 

to request access to the group and/or 
contact Lorelei Berg for help!

Our Shir Tikvah Family
December YahrzeitDecember Tributes December Birthdays

For the privacy of our members, 
we only list the names of those 

celebrating this month. 

December Anniversaries

Calendar of Events
for December

 
FAMILY EDUCATION
Sundays: December 8, 15
Tuesdays: December 3, 10 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
The Bagel Baker of Mulliner Lane
Sunday, December 8 from 10:00-10:30 a.m.
Sisterhood Chanukah Spree:  
Sundays, December 8 & 15
Yad Ezra Delivery:  
Sunday, December 8 at 10:45 a.m.
Hurray Chavurah (Offsite): 
Sunday, December 8 at 12:00 p.m.
Family Ed Chanukah Celebration: 
Sunday, December 15 from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.
(Bowling offsite)
Annual Latke Dinner and Chanukah Service:  
Friday, December 20: Dinner at 5:45 p.m. and 
Service at 7:15 p.m. 
Chanukah Tot Shabbat:  
Saturday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m.

ADULT EDUCATION
Horeem Hobnob Parenting Group - “Finding 
Your Parenting Groove: So Many Ways to Make 
Things Work” with CST Member and Educator, 
Joan Firestone:
Sunday, December 8 at 11:00 a.m.
Lunch & Learn with Reb Aura:  
Tuesday, December 10 at 12:00 p.m.
Aleph Isn’t Enough:  
Sundays, December 8 & 15 at 10:00 a.m.
Israel Class with Reb Aura:  
Saturday, December 21 at 11:00 a.m.

ADULT ACTIVITIES
Grief Support Group:  
Thursdays, December 5 & 19 at 7:00 p.m.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Executive Committee:  
Wednesday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m.
Board of Trustees Meeting - 
Board/Faculty Keshet Training:  
Sunday, December 8 from 12:30 - 2:30 p.m.

In Our Thoughts...
The following members of Shir Tikvah are 
in need of healing and are being included 

in our Mee-she-bay-rach prayer for healing 
of body and spirit:  

 
Marcia Singer 
Robyn Rinke
Sha Buikema
Erik Edwards

12/1 Ruth Bliefield Aunt of Susan Tauber
12/3 Mark Laurencelle Brother of Janice Laurencelle
12/5 Constance Scafe Step-Mother   of Art Scafe
12/5 Simon Sleutelberg Father of Arnie and Ester Sleutelberg
    and beloved CST member
12/7 Louis Wolf  Father of Bob Wolf
12/8 Loraine Stern Mother of Joel Stern
12/8 Barbara Goldman Sister of Gordy Oliva
    and beloved CST member
12/8 Rhoda Brenner Mother of Dorothy Halperin
12/9 Arthur Haley Father of Sharon Curran
12/11 David Lee Rosenberg Brother of Linda Silverstein
12/11 Alexander Grinstein Father of Richard Grinstein
12/12 Geraldine Oliva Mother of Gordy Oliva
12/13 Jean Silverman Mother of Harriett Silverman
12/15 Egon Brenner Father of Dorothy Halperin
12/15 Warren Eder Father of Marcia Leibson
12/18 Gerald Penfil Father of Tih Penfil
12/18 Victor Hurwitz Father of Keith Hurwitz
12/18 Harold Aronson Jr. Father of Peter Aronson
12/19 Gus Engwis  Father of Penny Kinzer
12/19 David Peacock Father of Charles Peacock
12/19 Sylvia Zaks  Mother of Marilyn West
12/19 Bernard Winer Father of David Winer
12/22 Aaron Lessin Father of Barton Lessin
12/24 Dennis Tauber Brother of Susan Tauber
12/24 Manny Peltz  Father of Marsha Wengrow
12/24 Donald “Joe”,”Carter  Father of Jon Carter
12/24 Sadie Hershfeld Mother of Bernard Herschfeld
12/25 Jack Hes  Father of Heidi Hirsch
12/25 Jerome Liebman Father of Miriam Finerman
12/26 Samuel Ratiner Father of Steven Ratiner
12/26 Joe Abrams  Father of Debbie Aronson
12/27 Dorothy Averett Mother of Wendy Demp
12/27 Sidney Fink  Father of Robert Fink
12/27 Paul Fink  Uncle of Robert Fink
12/27 Robert Baker Father of Judy Lessin
12/28 Herbert Koenig Father of James Koenig
12/30 Norman Fershtman Father of Howard Fershtman
12/31 Harriette Peacock Mother of Charles Peacock

12/2 Mark and Lisa Silverman
12/23 Dean Purcell and Dena Scher
12/24 Irv and Marsha Wengrow 
12/28 Gary Dembs and Jan Weiss Dembs

Aaron Small
Andrew May
Ashleigh Jennings
Ashley Morrow
Avi Brown
Barry Rubin
Ben Spitzer
Beth Freedman
Betty Line
Brendan Small
Brian Shuman
Carol Paster
Cary Levy
Charles Peacock
Cole Anders
David Jaffe
David Winer
Deborah Gibbs
Debra Gleit
Eileen Nowikowski
Elaine Zold
Halle Maciejewski
Isabella Said
Izzy Jansen
Jacob Gutov
Jacob Hoffman
Jan Weiss Dembs
Jason Hirsch
Jo Coskey
Joel Stern
Kelly Bergeron
Kylie Bernstein
Liam Oliva
Luca Grodsky
Lucy Stern
Martha Bernstein
Michael Klar
Nicholas Moody
Olivia Anders
Pennie Michelin
Penny Blumenstein
Penny Kinzer
Rafael Yashinsky
Ralph Yamron
Ryan Simpson
Samantha Small
Sandy Walker
Shayna Thomas
Sophie Jansen
 

Art Acquisition Fund
In memory of:
Paul Thams (Yahrzeit)
 Gretchen Thams
Fredrick M. Lipton (Yahrzeit)
Hyman Diamond (Yahrzeit)
 Leslie and Sheldon Belenson

Family Education Tributes
In memory of: 
Mirriel Hirsch (Yahrzeit) 
 Bernie Hirsch 

General Fund 
General donation
 Michael Block and Family 
 
Prayerbook Fund
In memory of:
Jack Cain (Yahrzeit)
 Jenny and James Koenig
In honor of:
Marc Litt (Bar Mitzvah)
 Veronica Goldwater
 John Goldwater
Micah Wilson-Welsh (Bar Mitzvah)
 “Sarah”

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of:  
Joseph Friedman (Yahrzeit)
 Philip and Karolyn Miller

Tauber Caring Community Fund
In memory of:
Marshall Klaper (Yahrzeit)
 Steve Klaper 
 and Mary Gilhuly Klaper

Announcing the 
“Isola Family Camp Tikvah Fund”

Beth and Andy Isola love Shir Tikvah and they love Camp Tikvah!  Our wonderful weekend 
retreat holds a very special place in their hearts.  It is the source of many of their lifelong 
CST friendships, which blossomed and grew out of the 3-day experience of fellowship, 
laughter, food and fun! Their son Max spent his childhood attending Camp Tikvah and 
looked forward to spending a full weekend with his Shir Tikvah friends.  Now, Beth and Andy 
want to make sure the joy of Camp Tikvah continues so that new Shir Tikvah friendships and 
connections can be made for years to come!  The Isola Family Camp Tikvah Fund will help 
offset expenses associated with the running and implementation of camp as well as be 
available to subsidize registration costs for families or individuals not in a position to afford 
camp, but who want to attend. The fund has been added to our selection Shir Tikvah Tribute 
Funds and is now available for members of the congregation and non-members to make 
donations into it in honorarium or memoriam.  We are truly so grateful to the Isola family 
for their ingenuity, in seeing an opportunity to support Shir Tikvah in a deep and profound 
way, as well as for their generosity, as they have pledged to annually contribute a lump sum 
into the fund to ensure that it lives on and grows for generations to come. Our hearts go out to the following members who have 

recently lost a loved one....

Harriet Weiner, Robyn, Jakob and Rebekah Rinke and our 
entire congregation on the passing of Harriet’s husband, 
Robyn’s father, Jakob and Rebekah’s grandfather and our 
beloved congregant, Bernard “Bernie” Weiner on November 
18, 2019.
 
Zichrono Livrachah - May the name of Bernard Weiner be 
remembered for a blessing and may his family be comforted 
among the mourners of Zion and Israel. 

Calling all Shir Tikvah Millenials! A 
fabulous new Facebook group has 
been created just for you! Search 
for the group “CST Millennials” 

on Facebook to connect, share and 
learn! (Don’t forget - we also have a 
private members only Shir Tikvah 

page for everyone else as well). 

Join both and enjoy! 

Drivers Needed for Yad Ezra  
Drivers needed to deliver bags of food to the homebound for Yad 
Ezra on Sunday, December 8 at 10:45 a.m.  If you would like to help, 
we are in need of drivers to help with this mitzvah! 

Details: You will meet at Yad Ezra in Berkley (11 Mile & Coolidge) 
where you will receive a map of the locations where you will drop off 
the bags of food. Yad Ezra will load the groceries into your car for the 
deliveries.  They typically assign 4 or 5 stops per volunteer and the 
deliveries take only an hour or two max. We recommend two people 
per car to help with the deliveries.

Please respond contact Lorelei Berg for more information or to sign 
up for this mitzvah!



Family Ed Happenings:
During the darkest time, you can Be the Light.

The month of December is a challenge for us all, no matter what our lives are like.  The 
shorter, darker days and the constant barrage of happy “blessed” families in the media are enough to drag many 
of us to a lower place. The sales pitches, crowded stores, and Christmas everywhere (even if you’re from a blended 
family which celebrates) can be overwhelming.   

Several of our Shir Tikvah congregants have taken it upon themselves to reach out to help others instead of sitting 
in darkness.  Joyce May, Mary Pat Lichtman and Janice Book have started an immigrant rights group called Never 
Again.  The sign up genius and donation information can be found in this Schrier and at shul.  Lara Edwards and 
Stephanie Apple have started the parenting chavurah called the Horeem Hobnob.  This group meets approximately 
once per month during Family Ed.  They have guest speakers, guided discussion, and snacks!  The Hobnobbers 
have quickly become an informed and supportive group for each other.  Karen Sage and her Soup Troop meet every 
Tuesday morning to make soup for the homeless.  They let nothing go to waste and every donation or minute of 
help in the kitchen is greatly appreciated.  

Each of these groups have an important thing in common.  They started from the ground up by CST congregants 
who saw a need and jumped into action.  On December 9th at 7 pm representatives from the Soup Troop, CST 
Green Team, Never Again, and other groups will be meeting at my home to collaborate, share ideas, and seek 
inspiration.  See the Be the Light flyer in this Schrier for details.  Anyone passionate about these (or any other) 
causes, and willing to help is welcome.  We’ll be “Social for Social Action!”  Don’t know how you can help?  Maybe 
you don’t know who to call?  Any one of these groups would absolutely love to have you.  If you have a group or 
cause not listed, please email me, so we can include you.

I look forward to seeing many of you on December 9th.

L’Shalom,

 F.Y.I.               
  For Your Information 

Aura Ahuvia, Rabbi
248-649-4418 x2
Arnie Sleutelberg, Rabbi Emeritus 
248-649-4418 x106

Officers:
President: Rich Spitzer
1st Vice President: Patty Rehfus
2nd Vice President: Howard Collens
Treasurer: Paul Blatt
Assistant Treasurer: 
Corresponding Secretary: Ira Firestone
Recording Secretary: Bruce Sage

Mailing Address
Correspondence & Tributes
Congregation Shir Tikvah
3900 Northfield Parkway
Troy, MI 48084

Shul Office
248-649-4418 Fax: 248-649-8236

Membership
Executive Director
Lorelei Berg: 248-649-4418 x1
 
Family Education
Director of Lifelong Learning
Sarah Chisholm: 248-649-4418 x3

THE TOWN SCHRIER
Published monthly except July

Articles/Ads
Email to lorelei@shirtikvah.org by the 
15th of the prior month. 
Rates for monthly ads: 
$18 Bus. Card, $36 1/4 pg., $72 1/2 pg.

All events must be scheduled on the 
master congregational calendar.
Email or call Lorelei Berg for 
scheduling at 248-649-4418 x1 or 
lorelei@shirtikvah.org. 

Shul Office Hours
Monday-10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Tuesday-10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Wednesday-10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Thursday-10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Friday-10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 
Chanukah Coloring Contest 5780 – 2019 
Shir Tikvah kids: we need YOU to create a beautiful, original, Chanukah-themed drawing for 
our annual Chanukah card! 

Deadline December 10th  

Tikvah Explorers (Pre-K/Kindergarten) through 6th Grade aged children are invited to use 
crayons, markers or colored pencils on a white 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper.  Turn your drawing 
in at shul, in the lobby, with this flyer stapled to the picture, or your name and grade ON 
THE BACK.  Winner will be announced at Family Ed on December 15th. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
Age: ______________________________________________________________ 
Parent’s email: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 

Escape Room TATY event
this month on



There’s lots to report this month! Our Sunday 
Mahjong event on November 10 was a wonderful 
success thanks to the organizing efforts of our co-
presidents Mandy Mills and Carrie Keough. Many 
participants played Mahj for the first time, while 
more experienced players spent a lovely afternoon catching up and passing 
on their expertise. It was so much fun that no one wanted it to end. So, a 
second Mahjong session had been scheduled for Sunday, January 12. We 
hope even more of you will be able to join in this time. As always, players of 
all experience levels are encouraged to come. Look for more details in the 
CST and Sisterhood eblasts.

Another exciting new opportunity, our Sisterhood
Book Club will be starting up soon. If you are
interested, please take a minute to share your 
preferences about when and where to meet as 
well as what we should read. You can access the
survey by scanning this QR code or by using the
link in the Sisterhood eblast.   

Chanukah is just around the corner and that means the Chanukah 
(Hanukkah? Hanukah? Chanukkah?) Spree is coming December 8 and 15 
during Family Ed! No matter how you spell it, it’s a great place to shop for 
all of your holiday needs. If you can volunteer to help out with the spree, 
please email sisterhood@shirtikvah.org. 

Speaking of eblasts, now that CST’s new software platform is up and 
running (Thanks, Lorelei!), the Sisterhood eblast will be returning to your 
inbox a couple of times each month. If you are a Sisterhood member (or 
recent member) and have not received a Sisterhood email in the last month, 
please reach out to me in person or by emailing sisterhood@shirtikvah.
org so we can get you on the mailing list. The eblast is the best place to find 
information on upcoming Sisterhood events.

Do you have an idea for a Sisterhood program, activity, or event? Share 
your thoughts with a Sisterhood board member, or join us on January 16 
at 6:00.  We will be meeting at a local restaurant (TBD) for a brief board 
meeting followed by a Busy Women’s Dinner. We’d love to see you there!

As Sisterhood Membership Chair, I would be remiss if I didn’t include a 
note about membership! Thanks to everyone who has joined/renewed for 
2019-2020. If you haven’t renewed, or if you are interested in joining for 
the first time (yay!) membership forms are available at CST or by emailing 
sisterhood@shirtikvah.org. Sisterhood isn’t the same without you!

Stay warm! I hope to see you soon!
- Patty Rehfus, CST Sisterhood Membership Chair

Sisterhood Tikkun Olam Projects
SISTERHOOD TIKKUN OLAM PROJECTS

SOUP MAKING FOR THE HOMELESS 

Our association with the First United Methodist Church in Royal Oak has 
blossomed over the last year! We have met an amazing group of folks that 
share our common outreach goals and also depend on donations from 
the community. They have been feeding approximately 60 hungry people 
wholesome hot lunches (Monday-Friday) for over 20 years!   Their “sidewalk 
pantry” offers non-perishable provisions to those hungry for evening and 
weekend meals.  

The “Soup Troop” continues to meet in the CST kitchen on Tuesdays at 9:30 
a.m. to create a hot meal from donations we receive.  We deliver the finished 
recipe to our friends in Royal Oak for distribution to the homeless and 
underprivileged.  Please watch the weekly CST e-blasts for any date or time 
changes. 

OUR PANTRY SUPPLIES ALWAYS NEED ‘REFRESHING’AND WE ARE 
IN DIRE NEED OF PROTEIN!  Monetary gifts are always GREATLY appre-
ciated and will be used to purchase beef, poultry and fresh vegetables for our 
kitchen.  Please direct your check to:  “CST Sisterhood” with notation “Soup 
Kitchen” on the memo line.  

WINTER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Would you, your children, grandchildren, friends or neighbors be interested 
in organizing a date to make “Snack Pax” for local underprivileged elemen-
tary school children?  It’s heartbreaking to know that kids don’t eat when 
they’re not in school!  If you have any questions about this mitzvah project, 
please contact Karen Sage (thesages@comcast.net), 248-227-4697 or Sarah 
Chisholm (Sarah@shirtikvah.org), 248-649-4418 x3.  

Sisterhood’s Tikkun Olam Committee appreciates anything you can do to 
assist us with these mitzvah projects and anticipates your support in helping 
us to help others!
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At	  Shir	  Tikvah,	  we	  are	  always	  looking	  for	  ways	  to	  keep	  the	  lights	  on	  literally	  
and	  spiritually;	  the	  lights	  of	  Jewish	  education,	  of	  tikkun	  olam,	  and,	  of	  course,	  
the	  eternal	  flame,	  lighting	  our	  souls	  forever.	  

As	  part	  of	  the	  "CST	  Forever"	  fundraising	  campaign,	  we	  are	  hoping	  to	  take	  
our	  annual	  Chanukah	  appeal	  to	  a	  new	  level.	  	  We	  would	  like	  you	  to	  consider	  
giving	  on	  each	  night	  of	  Chanukah,	  for	  a	  total	  gift	  of	  $180	  to	  the	  campaign.	  
(You	  may	  also	  choose	  to	  give	  exclusively	  to	  individual	  nights	  or	  a	  non-‐listed	  
amount	  of	  your	  choosing.)	  	  	  	  
	  
	  

$5	  on	  Night	  One	  

$10	  on	  Night	  Two	  

$15	  on	  Night	  Three	  

$20	  on	  Night	  Four	  	  

$25	  on	  Night	  Five	  

$30	  on	  Night	  Six	  

$35	  on	  Night	  Seven	  

$40	  on	  Night	  Eight	  	  

	  
A	  nightly	  gift	  that	  totals	  $180!	  

	  

Please	  make	  sure	  to	  take	  home	  a	  Chanukah	  appeal	  pledge	  form	  from	  the	  
lobby	  and	  return	  it	  to	  the	  shul	  office	  by	  the	  last	  night	  of	  Chanukah.	  	  	  

You	  may	  also	  make	  your	  gift	  online	  at	  www.shirtikvah.org.	  	  
	  

	   	  

 Lights on Forever… 

 
At Shir Tikvah, we are always looking for ways to keep the lights on literally 
and spiritually; the lights of Jewish education, of tikkun olam, and, of course, 
the eternal flame, lighting our souls forever.

As part of the “CST Forever” fundraising campaign, our annual Chanukah 
appeal is an instrumental part of our fundraising efforts at Shir Tikvah, 
resulting in over $10,000 raised from the last two holidays.  Our goal for this 
year’s Chanukah appeal is $3,000 and with your support, we can all help light 
the way!

We would like you to consider giving $5 on the first night of Chanukah, $10 
on the second night, etc. culminating with a donation of $40 on the eighth 
night of the holiday, resulting in a cumulative gift of $180 to the campaign.

Please consider this creative approach to help our beloved Shir Tikvah 
celebrate the holiday and the miracle of life!

We will be mailing out Chanukah appeal letters and pledge forms as 
Chanukah approaches.  Please consider selecting a gift amount from the 
form you receive, or pick one up from the shul lobby.  You may also make 
your gift online at www.shirtikvah.org.

from Desk of the 
executive Director:



Chanukah will be here before we know it - December 21st.  The past two years Joyce and I have been chairing the Light One 
Candle Project; it’s A LOT of work, but it is so worth it.  When we show up to Jewish Family Services with our 150 wrapped 
gifts the staff gets so excited and we’ve helped new borns to those in their 90’s have a moment of joy during Chanukah.  The 
$25 limit will still be in effect.  If there’s a request that’s more than that, (a man wanted a pair of boots so he could go to work), 
two of you could go in on the gift.  Each individual has a specific ID number so after you wrap their presents please make sure 
that their number is on the gift so we know who they go to. If you are purchasing clothing items, get gift receipts in case items 
do not happen to fit.  We get to read all the wish lists, many of them bring tears to our hearts:  94 year old woman that wants 
a warm blanket, 23 year old college student who’d appreciate a gas card to help them get to class, a new Mom who needs help 
with supplies for her newborn...  

Now the work part:  many of you have good intentions when you sign on to help or to participate and then forget.  I made 25 
phone calls last year and it was close.  When we don’t complete the mitzvah someone is left out.  If you want to participate, but 
you’re not a shopper,  Joyce and I have gone shopping (I actually enjoy it) - so you can donate to the project and we’ll fulfill 
someones wish.  We need help wrapping, we each wrapped about 20 gifts each last year.  I had a Chanukah paper donation 
from my cousin who was moving, so we’ve got a start on wrapping paper.  We had a team who came through to help us 
deliver the gifts last year (in the photo above).  SO...we’d love for you to become a part of this project in any way that you feel 
comfortable, but we need you to follow through.  

We usually have to have the gifts delivered two weeks before Chanukah.   Please see the box below for drop off dates at Shir 
Tikvah.  The case workers from Jewish Family Services then deliver the bundles of joy and spread the fun.

It’s work, but it’s also fun, a great example/lesson for the kinder, so meaningful and a short term commitment...a win win for 
all.

So please join us,

Tih & Joyce

Project Light One Candle Returns

High Holiday Machzor  Revision Project
 
Reb Aura and Steve Klaper are going to be making some changes and improvements to our High Holiday prayerbooks.  The 
Religious Rituals Committee invites interested members  who would like to have some input to join a subcommittee to meet a 
few times to help.  This project is a small-scale review, so no long term commitment is required.  If you are interested, drop a 
note to Rituals Co-chair Alice Horning (alicesh2004@yahoo.com) or give a call (248-566-3133).

A Huge Thank You 
from Joyce May 

and the 
Never Again Campaign

The first project of the Never 
Again Campaign was a great 
success. To all of you who so 
generously donated, on behalf of 
the immigrant family we helped, 
I want to thank you. The family 
was very grateful to have warm 
clothing as well as the special 
donations of stuffed animals 
and toys for the children. I 
want to especially thank Janice 
Book, Mary Pat Lichtman, Rita 
Golden, Tih Penfil, Pamela 
Knapp and Mary Jane Faso.
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Candle Project; it’s A LOT of work, but it is so worth it.  When we show up to Jewish Family Services with our 150 wrapped 
gifts the staff gets so excited and we’ve helped new borns to those in their 90’s have a moment of joy during Chanukah.  The 
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two of you could go in on the gift.  Each individual has a specific ID number so after you wrap their presents please make sure 
that their number is on the gift so we know who they go to. If you are purchasing clothing items, get gift receipts in case items 
do not happen to fit.  We get to read all the wish lists, many of them bring tears to our hearts:  94 year old woman that wants 
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someones wish.  We need help wrapping, we each wrapped about 20 gifts each last year.  I had a Chanukah paper donation 
from my cousin who was moving, so we’ve got a start on wrapping paper.  We had a team who came through to help us 
deliver the gifts last year (in the photo above).  SO...we’d love for you to become a part of this project in any way that you feel 
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all.
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There’s lots to report this month! Our Sunday 
Mahjong event on November 10 was a wonderful 
success thanks to the organizing efforts of our co-
presidents Mandy Mills and Carrie Keough. Many 
participants played Mahj for the first time, while 
more experienced players spent a lovely afternoon catching up and passing 
on their expertise. It was so much fun that no one wanted it to end. So, a 
second Mahjong session had been scheduled for Sunday, January 12. We 
hope even more of you will be able to join in this time. As always, players of 
all experience levels are encouraged to come. Look for more details in the 
CST and Sisterhood eblasts.

Another exciting new opportunity, our Sisterhood
Book Club will be starting up soon. If you are
interested, please take a minute to share your 
preferences about when and where to meet as 
well as what we should read. You can access the
survey by scanning this QR code or by using the
link in the Sisterhood eblast.   

Chanukah is just around the corner and that means the Chanukah 
(Hanukkah? Hanukah? Chanukkah?) Spree is coming December 8 and 15 
during Family Ed! No matter how you spell it, it’s a great place to shop for 
all of your holiday needs. If you can volunteer to help out with the spree, 
please email sisterhood@shirtikvah.org. 

Speaking of eblasts, now that CST’s new software platform is up and 
running (Thanks, Lorelei!), the Sisterhood eblast will be returning to your 
inbox a couple of times each month. If you are a Sisterhood member (or 
recent member) and have not received a Sisterhood email in the last month, 
please reach out to me in person or by emailing sisterhood@shirtikvah.
org so we can get you on the mailing list. The eblast is the best place to find 
information on upcoming Sisterhood events.

Do you have an idea for a Sisterhood program, activity, or event? Share 
your thoughts with a Sisterhood board member, or join us on January 16 
at 6:00.  We will be meeting at a local restaurant (TBD) for a brief board 
meeting followed by a Busy Women’s Dinner. We’d love to see you there!

As Sisterhood Membership Chair, I would be remiss if I didn’t include a 
note about membership! Thanks to everyone who has joined/renewed for 
2019-2020. If you haven’t renewed, or if you are interested in joining for 
the first time (yay!) membership forms are available at CST or by emailing 
sisterhood@shirtikvah.org. Sisterhood isn’t the same without you!

Stay warm! I hope to see you soon!
- Patty Rehfus, CST Sisterhood Membership Chair

Sisterhood Tikkun Olam Projects
SISTERHOOD TIKKUN OLAM PROJECTS

SOUP MAKING FOR THE HOMELESS 

Our association with the First United Methodist Church in Royal Oak has 
blossomed over the last year! We have met an amazing group of folks that 
share our common outreach goals and also depend on donations from 
the community. They have been feeding approximately 60 hungry people 
wholesome hot lunches (Monday-Friday) for over 20 years!   Their “sidewalk 
pantry” offers non-perishable provisions to those hungry for evening and 
weekend meals.  

The “Soup Troop” continues to meet in the CST kitchen on Tuesdays at 9:30 
a.m. to create a hot meal from donations we receive.  We deliver the finished 
recipe to our friends in Royal Oak for distribution to the homeless and 
underprivileged.  Please watch the weekly CST e-blasts for any date or time 
changes. 

OUR PANTRY SUPPLIES ALWAYS NEED ‘REFRESHING’AND WE ARE 
IN DIRE NEED OF PROTEIN!  Monetary gifts are always GREATLY appre-
ciated and will be used to purchase beef, poultry and fresh vegetables for our 
kitchen.  Please direct your check to:  “CST Sisterhood” with notation “Soup 
Kitchen” on the memo line.  

WINTER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Would you, your children, grandchildren, friends or neighbors be interested 
in organizing a date to make “Snack Pax” for local underprivileged elemen-
tary school children?  It’s heartbreaking to know that kids don’t eat when 
they’re not in school!  If you have any questions about this mitzvah project, 
please contact Karen Sage (thesages@comcast.net), 248-227-4697 or Sarah 
Chisholm (Sarah@shirtikvah.org), 248-649-4418 x3.  

Sisterhood’s Tikkun Olam Committee appreciates anything you can do to 
assist us with these mitzvah projects and anticipates your support in helping 
us to help others!

Sisterhood Speaks

A Word 
from

B
r
o
t
h
e
r

hood

December 10

	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

At	  Shir	  Tikvah,	  we	  are	  always	  looking	  for	  ways	  to	  keep	  the	  lights	  on	  literally	  
and	  spiritually;	  the	  lights	  of	  Jewish	  education,	  of	  tikkun	  olam,	  and,	  of	  course,	  
the	  eternal	  flame,	  lighting	  our	  souls	  forever.	  

As	  part	  of	  the	  "CST	  Forever"	  fundraising	  campaign,	  we	  are	  hoping	  to	  take	  
our	  annual	  Chanukah	  appeal	  to	  a	  new	  level.	  	  We	  would	  like	  you	  to	  consider	  
giving	  on	  each	  night	  of	  Chanukah,	  for	  a	  total	  gift	  of	  $180	  to	  the	  campaign.	  
(You	  may	  also	  choose	  to	  give	  exclusively	  to	  individual	  nights	  or	  a	  non-‐listed	  
amount	  of	  your	  choosing.)	  	  	  	  
	  
	  

$5	  on	  Night	  One	  

$10	  on	  Night	  Two	  

$15	  on	  Night	  Three	  

$20	  on	  Night	  Four	  	  

$25	  on	  Night	  Five	  

$30	  on	  Night	  Six	  

$35	  on	  Night	  Seven	  

$40	  on	  Night	  Eight	  	  

	  
A	  nightly	  gift	  that	  totals	  $180!	  

	  

Please	  make	  sure	  to	  take	  home	  a	  Chanukah	  appeal	  pledge	  form	  from	  the	  
lobby	  and	  return	  it	  to	  the	  shul	  office	  by	  the	  last	  night	  of	  Chanukah.	  	  	  

You	  may	  also	  make	  your	  gift	  online	  at	  www.shirtikvah.org.	  	  
	  

	   	  

 Lights on Forever… 

 
At Shir Tikvah, we are always looking for ways to keep the lights on literally 
and spiritually; the lights of Jewish education, of tikkun olam, and, of course, 
the eternal flame, lighting our souls forever.

As part of the “CST Forever” fundraising campaign, our annual Chanukah 
appeal is an instrumental part of our fundraising efforts at Shir Tikvah, 
resulting in over $10,000 raised from the last two holidays.  Our goal for this 
year’s Chanukah appeal is $3,000 and with your support, we can all help light 
the way!

We would like you to consider giving $5 on the first night of Chanukah, $10 
on the second night, etc. culminating with a donation of $40 on the eighth 
night of the holiday, resulting in a cumulative gift of $180 to the campaign.

Please consider this creative approach to help our beloved Shir Tikvah 
celebrate the holiday and the miracle of life!

We will be mailing out Chanukah appeal letters and pledge forms as 
Chanukah approaches.  Please consider selecting a gift amount from the 
form you receive, or pick one up from the shul lobby.  You may also make 
your gift online at www.shirtikvah.org.

from Desk of the 
executive Director:



Family Ed Happenings:
During the darkest time, you can Be the Light.

The month of December is a challenge for us all, no matter what our lives are like.  The 
shorter, darker days and the constant barrage of happy “blessed” families in the media are enough to drag many 
of us to a lower place. The sales pitches, crowded stores, and Christmas everywhere (even if you’re from a blended 
family which celebrates) can be overwhelming.   

Several of our Shir Tikvah congregants have taken it upon themselves to reach out to help others instead of sitting 
in darkness.  Joyce May, Mary Pat Lichtman and Janice Book have started an immigrant rights group called Never 
Again.  The sign up genius and donation information can be found in this Schrier and at shul.  Lara Edwards and 
Stephanie Apple have started the parenting chavurah called the Horeem Hobnob.  This group meets approximately 
once per month during Family Ed.  They have guest speakers, guided discussion, and snacks!  The Hobnobbers 
have quickly become an informed and supportive group for each other.  Karen Sage and her Soup Troop meet every 
Tuesday morning to make soup for the homeless.  They let nothing go to waste and every donation or minute of 
help in the kitchen is greatly appreciated.  

Each of these groups have an important thing in common.  They started from the ground up by CST congregants 
who saw a need and jumped into action.  On December 9th at 7 pm representatives from the Soup Troop, CST 
Green Team, Never Again, and other groups will be meeting at my home to collaborate, share ideas, and seek 
inspiration.  See the Be the Light flyer in this Schrier for details.  Anyone passionate about these (or any other) 
causes, and willing to help is welcome.  We’ll be “Social for Social Action!”  Don’t know how you can help?  Maybe 
you don’t know who to call?  Any one of these groups would absolutely love to have you.  If you have a group or 
cause not listed, please email me, so we can include you.

I look forward to seeing many of you on December 9th.

L’Shalom,

 F.Y.I.               
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Chanukah Coloring Contest 5780 – 2019 
Shir Tikvah kids: we need YOU to create a beautiful, original, Chanukah-themed drawing for 
our annual Chanukah card! 

Deadline December 10th  

Tikvah Explorers (Pre-K/Kindergarten) through 6th Grade aged children are invited to use 
crayons, markers or colored pencils on a white 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper.  Turn your drawing 
in at shul, in the lobby, with this flyer stapled to the picture, or your name and grade ON 
THE BACK.  Winner will be announced at Family Ed on December 15th. 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
Age: ______________________________________________________________ 
Parent’s email: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 

Escape Room TATY event
this month on



Rabbi’s corner:
 

The Enchanted Menorah is a story that kids can relate to, but has a profound 
message for grown-ups as well. 

There was once a wise rabbi by the name of Rabbi Israel, who lived in a mountainous forest with his 
wife. Frequently, he took contemplative walks through the forest for days at a time, but he always 
returned in time for Shabbat. 

One night, a week before Hanukkah, Rabbi Israel left for one of his customary journeys. He expected 
to be home by the start of Hanukkah, but just in case not, he told his wife to go ahead and light candles 
for the menorah if he wasn’t back in time. 

Lo, came the afternoon of Hanukah, and just as Rabbi Israel was turning toward home from deep in 
the forest, it began to snow heavily. Before long, a heavy wind joined the snow, and a blizzard started 
raging. With darkness falling, Rabbi Israel pulled his heavy wool coat tightly around him, and realized 
with a sinking feeling that he was lost. Though he walked and walked, he didn’t seem to be getting any 
closer to home. Eventually, Rabbi Israel grew tired, sat down against a stone, and fell asleep.

While asleep, Rabbi Israel had a dream. In his dream, a tall old man appeared to him, carrying a candle 
in his hand. “Who are you?” he asked. “I am Mattathias, father of the Maccabees, and have brought 
this candle for you.” Suddenly, Rabbi Israel awoke, and thought he saw a candle burning a light for him 
just ahead, through the forest. He made his way toward the light, which seemed to move with every 
footfall. 

Eventually, his surroundings grew familiar, and he realized that he was emerging from the forest, and 
nearing his own home. That is when he saw the menorah lights burning from his kitchen window. As 
he came close, Hannah his wife ran out to greet him, crying, “Thank God! I thought you might not 
make it home!”

She then described how, just after lighting the Hanukah candles, they vanished! Until now: Back in 
their window, shining brightly against the snow outside. Rabbi Israel said that Mattathias, from his 
dream, must have borrowed them in order to lead him home.

What seems a great Jewish supernatural tale can be read allegorically, too. For haven’t you ever had 
a time when you felt far from what feels safe and familiar—home? Sometimes when we feel lost and 
overwhelmed, despair can sink us into a helpless stupor—like sleep. Yet by turning back toward our 
tradition, and pursuing it, we can follow its wisdom—its light—to find our way home. 

May you and your families and friends enjoy a joyous Hanukkah!

B’shalom,

Congregation Shir Tikvah
  Shabbat Prayer Opportunites

 
At CST, every Shabbat contains a Friday night 
service.  Saturday morning services are held at 
least once per month.  Please check the calendar 
of services for exact service times each weekend 
or go online to www.shirtikvah.org/events.

Friday Night Services:
6:15 p.m.  Short & Sweet Service 
“Short and Sweets” are designed for a more 
traditional Shabbat experience while still 
offering our unique Shir Tikvah spirituality. 
These services only last 45 minutes so that you 
can head home or out to eat for Shabbat dinner.  
At the “Family Short & Sweet” a Jewish folktale is 
told as the D’var for these musical services with 
food and activities to follow.  Both are preceded 
by a “preneg;” a light snack to tide you over.  
There is no oneg following the service. 

7:15 p.m. Music Shabbat 
Full of singing, dancing and Shabbat warmth, 
these services are informal, high-energy, and 
perfect for both adults and children.  This 
service is followed by an “oneg” of coffee, 
refreshments and desserts. 

7:15 p.m. Traditional Service 
Geared towards adults (though open to children 
as well), this service contains more liturgy than 
the other services and an in-depth sermon or 
Torah discussion.  This service is followed by an 
“oneg” of coffee, refreshments and desserts. 

Tot Shabbat Service 
Our Tot Shabbat service is a prayer experience 
geared toward children 7 years old and younger 
and their families.  Full of music, movement, 
and age-appropriate teaching, these services are 
scheduled throughout the year on varying Friday 
nights or Saturday mornings . Fridays begin at 
6:15 p.m. and Saturdays at 10:00 a.m. and last 
approximately 30 minutes.  Fun crafts and kid-
friendly snacks follow the service in our Tikvah 
Explorer’s classroom. 

Saturday Morning Service 
These are led by our bar/bat mitzvah young 
adults, offering an incredible opportunity to 
see the in-depth training Shir Tikvah offers its 
Family Education students and the wonderful 
individuality that each 13-year old brings to 
prayer and Torah study.  We also occasionally 
have Tot Shabbat services on Saturday mornings. 
This service is followed by an “oneg” of coffee, 
refreshments and desserts, or in the case of a Tot 
Shabbat, a kid-friendly oneg with crafts. 

Facility Rentals
 
Looking for a warm, inviting and beautiful setting for your next 
simcha? Consider renting space at Shir Tikvah! For availability and 
more info, please contact Lorelei Berg. 

Tree of Remembrance 
 
A wonderful way to remember your loved ones is through the pur-
chase of a leaf on our Tree of Remembrance, 
located in the front vestibule.  Leaves are $180 per name and can be 
purchased by contacting Lorelei Berg. 

Cemetery Plots at Oakview Cemetery 
 
Did you know that as a CST member you have access to a spe-
cial rate for cemetery plots in the Shir Tikvah section of Oakview 
Cemetery? Contact Lorelei Berg to learn more about this important 
benefit. 

Oneg Duty for the 2019-2020
Membership Year - Sign Up Now!
 
Full year sign ups are now available for onegs through the sign up link:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0844a8ae2ca3ff2-20192020 
In order to continue to keep the “Shir Tikvah” feel to our onegs, we 
ask members to volunteer for oneg duty at least once per membership 
year.  Not only does having our members bring food and help set up and 
clean up create a more “hamish” feel, but it also allows for wonderful 
opportunities to get to know each another better!  Many members 
sponsor a oneg in honor of or in memory of a loved one as a way to 
celebrate them or a special occasion! Whether you are volunteering with 
others, or sponsoring on your own, onegs are easy and fun to do! Ask 
Lorelei Berg for a quick tutorial, if needed.  

Every Little Bit Counts! 
 

Help Shir Tikvah Earn Donations with Your 
Holiday (& Every Day) Shopping  

Did you know that you can link Shir Tikvah to your Kroger Rewards card and 
Kroger will give 5% back to CST? Simply go to krogercommunityrewards.
com and sign in or create an account.  Then, under “Account Summary,” go to 
“Edit Community Rewards” and enter our ID # 82673. 

We also participate in the AmazonSmile program, by which Amazon.com 
shoppers would have to go to smile.amazon.com and select Congregation Shir 
Tikvah as the chairty they want to support.  Eligible purchases made through 
this site would generate a .5% donation back to Shir Tikvah! 

Don’t forget when you shop for toys that we have 
partnered with Toyology Toys to be part of their 
Kickback Program. Every time you shop (at  
anytime during the year) at Toyology Toys or on  
www.toyologytoys.com and mention “Shir Tikvah” 
by name you are directly helping our congregation. 
Please remember, you MUST mention Shir Tikvah 
when checking out at Toyology for us to receive  
the 10% kickback! When shopping online make 
sure you type in the code: shirtikvah10 for us to 
receive the credit for online purchases. 
 
 Thank you for remembering us whenever you shop for toys or gifts!

 

Shir Tikvah Volunteer Spot

We are who we are because of the tremendous willingness of our 
members to “roll up their sleeves” and lend a hand.  Want to help? 
Here’s what we have this month:    

Drivers needed to deliver food to the homebound for Yad Ezra on 
Sunday, December 8 at 10:45 a.m. Contact Lorelei Berg to help! 

There are some spots needed for oneg duty in December for our 
Traditional Shabbat on December 6 and the Pennie Michelen led 6:15 
p.m. service on December 27.  Check out the sign up genius (https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0844a8ae2ca3ff2-20192020) to grab a 
spot or contact Lorelei Berg. 

Grief Support Group 

Shir Tikvah has formed a support group for anyone who has lost 
a loved one.  Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first and third 
Thursday of every month. 
 
Loss is hard and can result in confusing and difficult emotional 
experiences.  Grief support groups can be extremely helpful in the 
grieving process. We invite anyone who has suffered a loss to be a part 
of this group.  

The group is led by Joyce May M.A. L.L.P. It will be completely 
confidential.  If you have any questions or are interested in participating 
contact Joyce at joyceandrickmay@gmail.com or at 248-756-3883.

CST Reader’s Theater presents

THE BAGEL BAKER OF MULLINER LANE
Sunday, December 8 10:00-10:30 
(following the Family Ed Service) 

THE BAGEL BAKER OF MULLINER LANE is a story based on the childhood memories of the 
author Judith Hope Blau. The story follows Grandpa Izzy and Grandma Sonny, one stormy winter 
evening, when Chanukah and Christmas bring together a disparate community intent on helping out 
the beloved proprietor of a small bagel bakery. This readers theatre production with our very own 
Rabbis Aura and Arnie, as Grandma Sonny and Grandpa Izzy, demonstrates the power of community, 
friendship and a little bit of magic.

Shir Tikvah is grateful to Karen Moore, who supplied the script and helped arrange this gift of the 
dramatic arts to our congregation!
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December Shabbat Services 
 Greetings 15 minutes before service begins

           __Birthday  __ Bar or Bat Mitzvah  __Birth
  __Anniversary  __A Speedy Recovery  __Appreciation 
       __Graduation  __Marriage   __Yahrzeit  __Other
 
  Amount of Contribution Enclosed  $__________________________ 

  (Checks made payable to Congregation Shir Tikvah)
   Credit cards accepted.  Please charge my card  __________________________________________________                       
                                                                              (Card Type)   (Card Number)                       (Exp. Date)(Sec. Code)
  
  Please select a fund to which you would like to direct your contribution (circle one): 
               - Art Acquistion Fund - Barbara Paley Outdoor Enhancement - Family Education Tributes Fund -
     - General Fund - Library Fund - Platt/Wenig Torah Fund - Prayerbook Fund  - Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund -  
               - Richard J. Sweet Jewish Education Scholarship Fund - Rick May Fund for Jewish Music -
                                       -Tauber Caring Community Fund - Youth Scholarship Fund - 

  SEND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO: 
  ________________________________________                DONOR’S NAME:________________________
  Address: _________________________________  Address: __________________________________
  City:_____________________________________  City:_______________________________________
  State:____________________  Zip:______________ State:_____________  Zip:_____________

I would like to make the following donation to Congregation Shir Tikvah: 

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

Troy, Michigan
PERMIT NO. 405

Address Service Requested

Congregation Shir Tikvah   
A Reform Renewal Shul
Warm. Spiritual. Totally Welcoming.
3900 Northfield Parkway 
Troy, MI 48084
www.shirtikvah.org 

Time Dated Material

Please Deliver Promptly

IN MEMORY OF _______________________________    IN HONOR OF ___________________________

Please mail to: Congregation Shir Tikvah 3900 Northfield Parkway, Troy, MI 48084 or  www.shirtikvah.org
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Friday, December 6
Traditional Service: 7:15 p.m. 
Host Trustee: TBD
Candle Lighting: 4:41 p.m.

Saturday, December  7
Torah Study: 9:30 a.m. 
No Service at CST
Parsha: Vayetzei

Friday, December 13
Short & Sweet Service: 6:15 p.m. 
Host Trustee: Rich Spitzer
Candle Lighting: 4:42 p.m.

Saturday, December 14
Torah Study: 9:30 a.m.
No Service at CST
Parsha: Vayishlach

Friday, December 20
Annual Latke Dinner: 5:45 p.m. 
Chanukah Music Service: 7:15 p.m. 
Host Trustee: Marla Jansen
Candle Lighting: 4:44 p.m.

Saturday, December 21
Torah Study: 9:30 a.m.
Chanukah Tot Shabbat: 10:00 a.m.
Host Trustee: Paul Blatt
Parsha: Vayeshev

Friday, December 27
Pennie Michelin to Lead Sevice: 6:15 p.m. 
Host Trustee: TBD
Candle Lighting: 4:48 p.m.

Saturday, December 28
Torah Study: 9:30 a.m. 
No Service at CST
Parsha: Miketz
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