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Before After

A new approach to landscaping enhances TBY and the Baer
Family Early Childhood Learning Center.  Read more inside.
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There once was a farmer who had worked his crops for many years. One day his horse ran away. Upon

hearing the news, his friends and neighbors came to visit. “Such bad luck,” they said sympathetically.

“Perhaps,” the farmer replied.

 

The next morning the horse returned, bringing with it three other wild horses. “What great luck!” the

neighbors exclaimed. “Perhaps,” replied the farmer.

 

The following day, his son tried to ride one of the untamed horses, was thrown, and broke his leg. The

neighbors again came to offer their sympathy on his misfortune. “Perhaps,” answered the farmer.

 

The day after, military officials came to the village to draft young men into the army. Seeing that the

son’s leg was broken, they passed him by. The neighbors congratulated the farmer on how well things

had turned out. “Perhaps,” said the farmer…
 

We’ve all had experiences where an apparent curse turns into a blessing; rejection turns into redirection,

and the unanswered prayer is the best thing that could have happened to us.  So the farmer isn’t

delusional or apathetic, but calm and composed through life’s ups and downs. It’s important to have

foundational beliefs that keep us composed, to appreciate and celebrate the good, and to process trials

knowing they soon shall pass.

The ability to see a situation from all sides can help us to maintain composure in difficult situations.  It

may help us to reframe the facts and data points, looking at the same situation as if with new eyes. The

boy’s broken leg was still broken, but the changing situation changed our perspective of whether this

was good or bad.

This day of Yom Kippur asks that we approach our lives with an eye toward self-examination.  If we

approach this process the same way every time, we are likely to arrive at the same answers that we

have come to before.  As we examine our lives, we need to approach it from a new perspective, from a

novel point of view.  But how do we do this, when the liturgy is the same each and every year.

 

Reframing Yom Kippur: Rabbi Spey
Rabbi Spey's sermon on Yom Kippur gave us a new
way to look at the upcoming year.    

At the Kol Nidre service we discussed the brokenness
of the world and a few ways that our High Holy Days
can help us fix ourselves and the world around us.  On
Yom Kippur morning I wish to continue that discussion.  
Often there is more than one way to view a situation,
and changing perspectives and reframing the issue can
bring new insight and transform our approach to
dealing with it.



Melech, meaning king, Adonai, meaning our Lord, are names of God which connote strict justice.  But the

names Eloheinu,our God, and Avinu, our Parent are used side by side.  These names connote mercy.

Malcheinu, our Sovereign is ready to mete out strict justice according to the letter of the law, but that is

balanced by Avinu, our parent, who is willing to bend to the rules, who takes into account not just the black

and white of the letter of the law, but the shades of grey introduced by history, humanity, simple reality, and

mercy.  And so this day can appear a little less gloomy.

What if we were to take this idea to the extreme and radically reinterpret this day, so it no longer appears to

us as Yom Gloom, but rather as Yom Kippur, a day of opportunity, a day of hope, a day to wear white in

anticipation of starting fresh? What if we were to change our focus of self-evaluation from the past to look

rather to the future, from looking behind us at our mistakes to looking forward to how we can improve?

Is this idea so far fetched?  We can rejoice in atonement and forgiveness.  Looking forward rather than back

enables us to be glad in the striving and work that can bring about a brighter future. This day of Yom Kippur

is not a day of supplication and self-flagellation, rather it is a day of hope, a day of expectation.  Why then the

fast?  Why then the pains of hunger that we choose to feel?  To teach us that the joy of this day, the joy of

life is to be found within.  External, material things, like food bring us transient pleasure, fleeting happiness.

True lasting joy is to be found within our selves.  We are the masters of our destiny.  We are the controllers

of our happiness.  Today, this Yom Kippur, we atone and we forgive to celebrate the divine gift of free will

and mastery of self.  Today, we repair the damage our free will mistakes have caused, like a child who

delights in the clean up after their first water fight.  We atone in joy for the brighter future we can make.

 

By reframing, reconsidering Yom Kippur, we can find it a day of hope, a day of celebration.  Reframing,

reconsidering Yom Kippur can serve as a model for our lives and the challenges that we face.  We can find

new approaches to our finding the joy in our lives.  May our break fast, not be the end of a day of pain and

suffering, but the culmination of a day of joy and gladness in the hope of a better tomorrow, and a celebration

of the difficult and fulfilling work of self improvement, a celebration of the day on which we begin to fix the

world by beginning with ourselves.  And in so doing, may we all be sealed for a good life.  - Amen

"We atone in joy for the brighter future we can make."
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A lot of preparation always goes in to High Holy Days
services, but this year has more than most.  

We used a new Mishkan Hanefesh, for High Holy Days
prayers. Members appreciated the new perspectives. 
We welcomed Jenna McMillan, singing from NYC.

A video production company, worked with TBY to host
professional High Holy Days productions that integrated
music, readings, images and aliyot without a glitch!

Attendance at each service averaged 250 people-
members, family and guests.

We benefited from generous Kol Nidre pledges despite
being at a distance.  Please remember your pledge.
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Much more than Zoom- behind the scenes at TBY 
for the High Holy Days 



A Message from the President

Arnie PittlerPage 5

TBY - A vision for the future:
Beit Blockbuster or Kehillat Netflix

The world around us is changing faster than ever. To remain relevant and thrive, TBY and all
congregations, need to keep up with the pace of change in the world. To be successful in the future we
need to go beyond improvement and transformation, we need to be disruptive.

Amy Asin, URJ, Vice-President and Director of Strengthening Congregations has discussed a Continuum of
Change. TBY is well along the continuum. We have moved to Mishkan Hanefesh, our movement’s current
High Holy Day prayer book. We have learned new skills in recognizing the importance of an extensive
online presence. We send out an engaging daily email, that we know is being read. We moved the Hakol,
which you are reading now, to a magazine format distributed online. High Holy Days were exclusively
online. We are likely to continue to offer High Holy Days both in person and online. We expanded Adult
Education by including, with TBY membership, the Annual IJKL Class Pass. We put our assets at risk by
spending over $1.5M to remodel the school building. We are opening the Baer Family Early Childhood
Learning Center, with a David Posnack JCC preschool, in the next 60 days. We are investing in families with
children in the preschool, by including membership in TBY at no additional cost.

We have changed our vision to be not only a Reform Temple but also to become the Eastside Center for
Jewish Life in Fort Lauderdale. From a demographic study, conducted by the Jewish Federation of Broward
County, we know that there are Jews and Jewish-adjacent people out there who have not yet connected to
the local Jewish community. As Amy Asin said at the 2019 URJ Biennial, “Like us, they worry about their
kids, their aging parents, their mortality, and their jobs. They worry about polarization, instability,
finances, and more. They yearn for safety, comfort, community, and opportunities to make a difference.
And they want meaning, joy, and purpose. They can find all of this in our buildings and in the richness of
our Jewish texts. But their first instinct is not to seek answers at Torah study or to show up on Friday
night. 

While it’s true that we have something to offer the people who
have yet to connect, there is a major disconnect between the ways
in which we offer it and what they are looking for, and it’s our job
to work with them to find a new way … we are marrying less,
having fewer children, and having them later. If you are waiting for
couples whose oldest child is in third grade to join so that they can
send kids to religious school, you are waiting even longer than in
the past and encountering people who are much more settled in
their lives. Even if they connect, they will not be as predisposed to
making the congregation as centrral as those at the same life
stage did a generation ago.”



So, what does this mean for TBY? With the Baer Early Childhood Learning Center
as the cornerstone for the Eastside Center for Jewish Life, TBY is launching several
initiatives to achieve our new vision. We have begun focused advertising in local
community magazines to let the community know that we exist and what we
offer. With theaters closed, we are in the planning stage to bring streamed music
concerts to our patio (and online) hosting groups such as Nefesh Mountain,
“where Bluegrass, Old-Time, and American Roots music meet with Jewish heritage
and tradition”, and Joe Buchanan, a Texan who makes Americana music with a
Jewish soul. Once our preschool opens, we will expand Tot Shabbat by engaging
with Tot Shabbat "celebs” such as “Miss Emily”, who has a PhD in Tot Shabbat,
and ShirLaLa, Shira Kline. We plan to experiment with having guest cantors, from
our movement, share Erev Shabbat services remotely. We have invited our High
Holy Day Cantor, Jenna McMillan, to spend a weekend in residence with the
community early next year. We are starting a “Green Thumbers” group open to all
ages and anyone on the Eastside, who is a gardening/outdoor enthusiast. TBY is
participating in “Every Voice, Every Vote - The Reform Movement's 2020 Civic
Engagement Campaign” We are encouraging, all those who are able, to join –
“Protect the Vote – a national, nonpartisan Election Protection coalition.

To watch a movie you can go to a theater, watch on Xfinity/AT&T, or stream from
Netflix, Hulu, or Prime Video. This same variety exists in Jewish life. We can access
Jewish content in different ways, and many don’t require us to get into a car
and travel to the Temple. We need your ideas and hands on involvement for TBY
to become the Eastside Center for Jewish Life. 

Whether TBY goes the way of Blockbuster or becomes the next Netflix is up to all
of us!
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Jenna McMillan

Although the plan for a while was that I would fly down to Florida and meet the wonderful members of
Temple Bat Yam, that was ultimately made impossible by the rise in cases and my university’s reluctance
to send anyone via air travel to their pulpits. I must say, it is bizarre leading services and not seeing the
faces of the congregants for whom I am leading.  In a perfect world, we would have gotten to know each
other before and after services, schmoozing in the halls, connecting during services, having meals
together, and more. Yet online, I am thankful to say I still felt your presence and the personality of your
congregation came alive for me, especially in the e-mails, cards, comments, and messages you
personalized and sent with your gratitude. I cannot thank you enough for the selfies, the personal notes,
and the positive feedback you provided. Your patience was unending during this time, and I thank you
for withstanding the technological difficulties we experienced due to my need to be in New York.  I so
hope that our paths cross again when it is safe to do say, and let us hope that those paths intersect at
the beach! 

Student Cantor Jenna McMillan

A note from our Student Cantorial Soloist 
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As the preparations began for our
5781 High Holy Days at Temple Bat Yam, the
ever-shifting narrative of how they would look
and feel was similar to the rollercoaster of the
news during this pandemic. Every time this
pandemic ebbed and flowed, a new plan had to
be made to make sure every congregant and all
members involved would be safe and protected
during this process, which was the priority. Rabbi
Spey and the whole team at TBY worked
tirelessly to craft an experience for you, the
community members, that would come as close
to the real thing as we possibly could online, and
to have everyone who watched feel as spiritually
fulfilled as possible.

https://youtu.be/jZ3K8g2d4Ys


Temple Bat Yam's new gardens and trees beckon
us to return.  The landscaping features beautiful
(iguana resistant) plants and trees, new lighting,
and areas for reflection.  The patio is great for
social distance.  The Early Childhood Learning
Center playground provides shaded play areas-
and is scheduled to receive children by November
30. 

We are lucky to have a beautiful patio and garden
at Temple Bat Yam, and this is an essential part of
our Phase 1 re-opening plan.  This area will enable
us to hold in person, outside, Shabbat services
about once a month, weather permitting. We are
planning our first outside service for November 13.
We will ask that all worshippers observe best
practices for infection control; wear a mask at all
times, avoid handshakes and hugs, and maintain
social distance.

Welcome back to TBY:
 but when can we meet again? 

Join garden maven Judy Czerenda and
our landscape consultant, Luis Llenza,
for a tour of the gardens on Sunday,

October 25 at 10 am.  
Bring a bag to collect trash.  

Light refreshments will be served.f 

We will continue to LiveStream all our services,
weekly Torah and Talmud classes,  and all
programs and events as possible, even as we
move ahead.

Although Florida regulations allow us to open
at full capacity, we do not yet feel comfortable
that this is in the best interest of our
congregation.  Rabbi Spey, Arnie Pittler, the
Ritual Committee, and medical and public
health advisors have devised a plan for the
immediate future, and will reevaluate it as
more information becomes available and as the
Pandemic situation evolves.

Please watch the daily emails for opportunities
to meet again at TBY, safely.

Judy Czerenda and her dog Jenny 
help clean up garden area.

Palms provide an area for contemplation
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Melissa Comras told us:  We've been coming to TBY since
2013, when Benjamin was almost 2. Now Ben is 9 and his
sister Amelia is 4. Both children have grown up at TBY. From  
the first time we walked in the door at TBY, our family felt
welcome. 

Benjamin began Gan Noar at TBY in 2016 and is now in his 5th
year--AND his FIRST year of Hebrew school. Amelia is in Pre-
K and has just started her first year of Gan Noar. My kids
LOVE coming to TBY. They will do anything that is asked of
them during the week if it means they will be able to go to
Shabbat services on Friday night. TBY is not just our temple
or community, but our family. It is aunties and uncles who our
children have grown to love and build relationships with.
They are excited to come to temple and to see all of the
wonderful people they love.

 From Sean Thompson and Sheba Munn Thompson.  TBY: OUR
EAST SIDE TEMPLE  We love TBY because it’s like an extended
family. We wanted a temple that is representative of us and one
we would proudly represent. When Sean decided to convert to
Judaism, we began searching for a synagogue that made us feel at
home, and from our first Shabbat service, we were embraced.
Diversity is equally important to us and the TBY congregation has
families from different backgrounds and dynamics, which reflects
not only this community but our country. TBY is also very involved
in philanthropy, actively working on outreach programs and
opportunities to support the community where we live. We’re
happy to be a part of a temple that aligns with our personal core
values and honored to be members of this congregation.

Long time member, Marilyn Schwartz, was so happy to
participate in livestream High Holy Days services.  Marilyn
is wheel-chair bound, and since the episodes of violence at
synagogues, she hasn't attended High Holy Days in person
because of her worries that she might obstruct others if
they need to exit quickly.  She has missed the experience a
lot.  This year Marilyn was elated to be a part of the TBY
services- "I sang, I prayed, and I enjoyed it tremendously."

Enjoying TBY



 Sukkot at a careful distance!
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 TBY Sisterhood: Committed to community

Sisterhood recognizes that TBY is so much more
than a physical place in which we congregate and
worship, but our members that keep our
Synagogue vibrant and living beyond its walls. 
 Sisterhood is committed to help keeping our
Temple family connected to one another, and to
provide members the ability to thrive in the
absence of what all human beings perhaps value
and need the most, the human touch.

Sisterhood welcomes new members to join our
Zoom meetings.  Introduce yourself, and ask
about us too.  We are eager to meet you.
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Since the founding of Temple Bat Yam, Sisterhood has been an integral part of Temple life; helping
to provide opportunities for Sisterhood members as well as the congregation to support each other
and the community through social action efforts. These include the yearly Empty Bowl’s program,
as well as weekly collection of non-perishable food. Proceeds and donations from these programs
go to support WE CARE, an organization within the Soref Jewish Community Center in Plantation
that provides food to those in need in Broward County.  

Sisterhood dues go towards supporting the YES Fund and Women of Reformed Judaism. 
 Sisterhood has supported Temple youth programs and most recently, provided the funding for
one of the remodeled classrooms in the Baer Family Early Learning Center.    

While the Sisterhood luncheons and other activities such as Sisterhood Shabbat Service, Women’s
Seders, Mah Jongg, and Fashion Shows once hosted in the social hall and sanctuary  have been
temporarily discontinued, activities continue virtually through Zoom.  Book and movie reviews,
coffee hours, even virtual museum tours have been offered, and more activities are planned to help
keep members engaged in Temple life, both spiritually and intellectually through these trying times.



Everywhere we go, we learn that hunger is a real
problem in our community.  We regularly see
businesses that have closed.Tourism, at the heart of
Broward's economy, is down and tourism workers
are without funds.

Temple Bat Yam held our Annual High Holy Day Food
Drive again this year, and although we were not able
to gather in person, the results were good. We are
however continuing to collect non-perishable food on
the patio of our Shul.  The box is emptied Tuesdays
and Thursdays at noon. Unfortunately, the need for
stocking the food pantries has grown during this
pandemic and supplies are continuously running low.  

Hunger in the time of the pandemic is a global problem. The Nobel Peace Prize for 2020 was given to the
World Food Programme (WFP)  of the United Nations for its efforts to combat hunger, for its
contribution to bettering conditions for peace in conflict-affected areas and for acting as a driving force
to prevent the use of hunger as a weapon of war and conflict. In 2019, the WFP provided assistance to
close to 100 million people in 88 countries who are victims of acute food insecurity and hunger. 
 
The coronavirus pandemic has contributed to a strong upsurge in the number of victims of hunger in the
world. As the organization itself has stated, “Until the day we have a medical vaccine, food is the best
vaccine against chaos.”

Even during these difficult times, and our Shul being closed, the TBY Community is still able to
come together and help those in need. We are living through unprecedented times, and the level
of misery for so many is overwhelming, and so undeserved. Please be generous, it’s a true Mitzvah.
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Social Action: Fighting hunger 

Nobel Peace Prize 2020 recognizes Global Hunger program

The Norwegian Nobel Committee wishes to emphasize that providing assistance to increase food
security not only prevents hunger, but can also help to improve prospects for stability and peace. With
this year’s award, the Norwegian Nobel Committee wishes to turn the eyes of the world towards the
millions of people who suffer from or face the threat of hunger.

We can donate locally and donate globally.  Please be generous with food and funds to Mazon and
local non-profits.
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Wilton Manors Elementary School is a Title I school and at least 80%
of the students are on free or reduced lunch. Many more families
have at least one unemployed adult as a result of the pandemic.

During the shutdown, Wilton Manors Elementary School school
depleted all of the supplies in the school to send home to students
during virtual learning. 

Now that students have returned, they are desperately in need of
replenishing supplies of 24 count crayons, 12 pack colored pencils,
erasers, and wide rule composition books and spiral notebooks. 
 Other supplies such as glue sticks, Crayola colored pencils and
Crayola washable markers are  needed.  The classrooms need
Chlorox wipes, and the students need their own boxes of Kleenes.

We are collecting the school supplies in the boxes for food collection.  
These are emptied every Tuesday and Thursday at noon, so crayons
left Monday or Wednesday night.won't have too much time to melt. 

Please help make a difference in the lives of these children. 

Social action: Helping local schools

TODAH RABBAH
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Gan Noar: Religious School updates;

Zooming through the semester 

edible sukkah

In the youngest class, Charlie
Nolan presents 1 or 2 new art projects to
go with her lessons each Sunday. To
date, the class has made an etrog and
edible sukkah for Sukkot, a Torah scroll
for Simchat Torah, and an Origami
shofar for Rosh Hashanah. Charlie's
balance of very short videos, art
projects, and story-telling has been a big
hit in the class. We can all expect more
art projects to coincide with the holidays
or lessons being taught.

In Morah Adelle's class the students are
learning prayers, practicing writing Hebrew on
Zoom's white board, and beginning to prepare
for Bnai Mitzvah. On Tuesdays, Scott London
works with these students one on one, as we
progress through the Hebrew/prayer
curriculum that we are using this year and
going forward. In addition to Hebrew, the
students reviewed and learned new facts
about the Fall Jewish holidays. At the end of
the day, the class loves the challenge of a
game of Kahoot to review what they've
learned each day or week. Upcoming sessions
will focus on the Holocaust, Heroes, and
Kabbalah.

Morah (teacher) Noa's class has learned
over 15 new vocab words in their Hebrew
class. They are given time to write the
words on their list and practice reciting.
To ensure that the students are
remembering, they are being awarded
points for a prize later in the school year.
Nothing motivates children like receiving
a prize, no matter what it is. Soon, the
class will begin learning about Israel; the
people, currency, cities, and food.

The oldest students, in Keren Alpert's class,
have explored the Fall holidays on a much
deeper level.  Keren taught that a combination
of the last letter in the last word in the Torah,
Israel, and the first letter of the first word,
Brasheet, make up the Hebrew word for love,
Lev.  Keren shares her deep understanding
with the students. In addition, Keren also
works with our 2 youth groups. 

Thanks to teachers Charlie Nolan, Noa Swordy, Adelle Barsky- Moore, and Keren Alpert, and
administrator Scott London for all their hard work. As challenging as the current school
year is, it is a blessing to have such a wonderful staff willing to accept the challenge. 
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     I am so proud to be back with old and new friends, and I
am especially looking forward to opening the new Baer
Family Early Childhood Learning Center and coordinating
with the David Posnack JCC.
     There is nothing like early education in a Jewish preschool.
Children will have safe and happy experiences that will last a
life time. They will share Jewish rituals that will be truly
enjoyable, and they will make memories that will last forever.
They will learn Jewish concepts such as tzedaka (charity), and
kind deeds, which help teach our children about Jewish
tradition they will face in their daily lives.
     Of course,  a preschool curriculum offers so many skills
such as sounding out letters, counting, cutting, pouring, and
getting the children ready for kindergarten, but Jewish
preschools also teach Hebrew songs and prayers and
learning about the holidays as well as their heritage in such a
fun hands-on way. 
     Children will bring home rituals that they have learned in
school, which may start new family traditions. They may
bring home a challah, hand made candle sticks, and a
decorated kippah. You might even want to enjoy your own
weekly Shabbat dinner at home.
     Your child will love coming to school and playing with
friends, and I assure you that play dates, birthday parties and
social events will come soon after.  What a great way, while
supervising your children at these events, that you will make
friends too.  The preschool years are great bonding years for
young and old. I’ve watched these friendships evolve through
the years for both children and parents. 
     See for yourself! Come visit me at the new Baer school
when we open.  You will see smiling and engaged staff and
students.  You will feel the warmth, and experience the joy of
children all around you.

There is nothing like early education 
in a Jewish preschool

 

Page 15

by Beth Hickman, Director, Baer Family Early 
 Childhood Learning Center director



 
 

Certainly Covid has created interesting times for

synagogues. How lucky we are at Temple Bat Yam

to have prayer services online and events on zoom.

Rabbi Spey, Arnie Pittler, Pam Burd, and the

sisterhood have all been very creative in finding

ways to reach out and keep the sense of community

and prayer for TBY. We all know that the sense of

community in TBY is the glue that keeps us going.

However, there will be those people who say with

so many choices of where to go for virtual prayer

and learning, why join a temple? How do you make

temple membership feel special?

 

Len and I heard that another reform temple in West

Broward was creating a relationship with the

Institute for Jewish Knowledge and Learning to offer

their congregants an “additional” benefit of adult

education classes. We had an “aha” moment and

thought this would be a great idea for Temple Bat

Yam. We discussed it with Rabbi Spey and Arnie

Pittler. Of course, you need sponsors to make it

happen; Len and I decided this was our gift to the

temple we love.

 

Members of Temple Bat Yam can now receive an

Unlimited Annual Class Pass through a partnership

in Jewish Education, The Institute of Jewish

Learning and Knowledge (IJKL). Through this

partnership we will be able to study with IJKL’s

thought leaders and educators from around the

world. Programs and classes are currently

presented online through Zoom. 

 

Each annual Class pass is valued at $360. As a

TBY member,this will be part of your membership at

no additional cost. This is the time to encourage

people to join TBY.

 

The Institute of Jewish Learning and Knowledge 

 (IJKL) has been providing cutting-edge and full

Jewish adult programming in Broward County for

more than 20 years. It was originally co-founded by

Kim Lerner and Rabbi Akiva Mann. The Institute

celebrates diversity of beliefs and practices, is

egalitarian and inclusive of all, regardless of

gender, religion, ethnicity, race, sexual orientation

or background.

The courses do not replace the wonderful Torah

and Talmud classes of Rabbi Spey, but will be an

addition to them. The IJKL philosophy “One Source

Many Paths” drives the programming to try and

meet the needs of the largest vision of the Jewish

adult learner - whether it is Torah and text, Jewish

history through travel, philosophy, kabbalah,

“Yiddishkeit,” prayer practice or movie and book

discussions. Previous classes are available on

video.

To receive TBY benefits, you need to register

through our special link.  Please contact TBY

Office for the link. If you have problems, please

contact Kim Lerner at 954-249-8290. She will

speak with you individually and offer her

experience as a guide.

It’s a Whole New Zoom World to Learn
by Elissa Mogilefsky
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Grandma Fay's Latkes
by Marion Fass
 

When our children were growing up we lived in Wisconsin and spent each winter holiday here
in Florida.  It was great to leave the cold weather and to escape from the overwhelming press of
the season. We had the only house in the neighborhood without Christmas lights. And when our
daughter was about 5 years old, a nice store clerk asked her “What is Santa bringing you for
Christmas?”  Our daughter, who would grow up to be a stand-up comic, just replied “Nothing.”
We knew it was time to try a different holiday environment.
 
We lit the Hanukah candles each winter with Steve’s parents in Delray.  Steve’s mother would
make latkes.  But Steve’s mother was a bad cook in her prime and a really bad cook as she grew
older. So our latkes came from the frozen food section of the grocery store and looked a lot
like McDonalds’s breakfast potatoes.  To our children, Grandma Fay’s latkes were still a treat.
 
One year when Hanukah came early, two friends and I made latkes from scratch for a party in
Wisconsin.  We used the Cuisinart, several frying pans, and a huge amount of oil.  The latkes
were good, but the mess was dreadful.  Maybe Grandma Fay was smarter than I realized.
 
Since we’ve moved down here to Fort Lauderdale, I’ve found the perfect compromise.  Trader
Joe’s Potato Pancakes are much better than the ones from Grandma Fay, and much easier than
frying my own.  And along with our Sephardic friends, we can splurge on a few Hanukah donuts,
too.

Please send us your favorite Hanukah stories and recipes for
upcoming communications.

Rabbi Spey suggests that the extra stove style burner on a gas grill can be a great way to fry
REAL latkes without quite the mess! "Sometimes it pays to live in paradise"
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Monday, November 9  at 7:30 pm EDT“Between Friends” by
Amos Oz. “ ‘On the kibbutz it’s hard to know. We’re all
supposed to be friends but very few really are.’ … glimpses into
the secrets and frustrations of the human heart, played out by
a community of misfits united by political disagreements,
intense dissatisfaction and lifetimes of words left unspoken.” 

 Book Club Organizers Naomi Smith and Kathalyn Haimo suggsted that
these books would give us a new perspective on life in modern Israel.
And it has. The next book, by award-winning author, Amos Oz, explores
the conflicts and support in a kibbutz in the 1950s.  Please join your TBY
friends to discuss "Between Friends."- and help us decide a direction for
future reading.

Why discuss books by Israeli
authors?

All books available on Amazon or from
Broward Public Library

ALL READERS WELCOME!
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Early in person voting 
 October 19- November1

 
If you vote by mail, make

sure your signature matches
the signature on your

driver's license.



Did you wonder about the medal worn by 
Richard Isserman at Yom Kippur services?  

 
New TBY member Rick Isserman proudly reports that, “This medal was presented
posthumously at the 1/17/2000 Martin Luther King Day ceremony to my grandfather,
Rabbi Ferdinand Isserman z"l, as one of the top fifty citizens of St. Louis who help the
Blacks in the 20th Century. He was the only Jew and the only Caucasian. I accepted it for
him as his grandson and wear it proudly.”  Rabbi Isserman died in 1972.

Rick has spoken about his grandfather to TBY members who attend Rabbi Spey’s Torah
and Talmud classes.  Rabbi Isserman’s was rabbi at Temple Israel in St. Louis for more
than 30 years. His biography is at
http://www.americanjewisharchives.org/aja/FindingAids/isserman.htm  Rabbi Isserman’s
papers are collected by the American Jewish Archives and a selection of his sermons are
available in digitized format (Contact info@templebatyam.org for link.)

 
 Here is  a section of one of Rabbi Isserman's sermons from Pre-WW II

based on his 3 trips to Germany in the 1930s.  The original version, with
handwritten updates is preserved as 

“A Backward Look and a Forward Look.” 
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Going Au Naturel
By Lois Pittler
 
No, I’m not pitching for the Sunsport Gardens Nudist Resort in Loxahatchee, Florida, where
teenage boys have been trying to sneak peaks for many years.  I confess that I am a
household cleaner and beauty products junkie.  With just about every new cleaning
concoction that comes down the pike, I’ve been (in the past) first in line to purchase the
promises that would cut my cleaning and scrubbing time to near zero, or give me more softer
and supple skin, and tighten the little jowls that I have begun to fixate on when gazing
disgruntled into my mirror each morning.  After more money than I care to admit that I’ve
spent to make my house cleaning easier and to make my face and body look younger, I’ve
decided that both are futile, vain and not worth the energy and time spent.

And then there is the guilt factor.  What to do with all those half-used containers of
manufactured poisons dominating the space under my kitchen sink?   I can’t pour the liquids
and creams down the toilet as they are all pollutants to the environment, and (sorry furry
rodent, and lizard haters) I have no desire to harm even the most despicable of our natural
habitat; except for cockroaches. 

So to save money and ease my conscience, I am going ‘au naturel’, and for the past several
months have been making my own household cleaner and body softening products.  The
recipes are all found on Google, and…. THEY WORK!!!  Well, the cleaning products anyway. 
Not sure if my face and skin look any younger. If you wish to weigh in, like the old song goes,
‘Tell me a lie’.

Anyway, every issue of Hakol, I will post a recipe and or tips for how you too, can help save
the environment by using simple, environmentally safe and cheap ingredients, as well as
utilizing energy and water saving practices for your home, body and yard as well.  Stay tuned
folks and let’s turn, I mean go ‘GREEN’

If you have favorite GREEN alternatives, please share them.
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Going green: "au naturel"
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TBY Welcomes New Members 
 

Paul & Michelle Galant
Neil & Stephen Lewis-Levine 

 

.

TBY received more than $250 since August
 

Please select 
Temple Bat Yam of East Fort Lauderdale

on your Amazon.com account 

Have you been using Amazon Smile?
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Rabbi David Spey
Lewis C. Littman, D.D., z"l Rabbi Emeritus 

Wendy Autenrieth, D.M., Cantor Emerita

Board of Trustees 2020-2021

We want to hear about your life.  Please share both your
mazel and your sadness with info@templebatyam.org so

that we can share with TBY community

 
Edward Boreth 

    Edward Coopersmith     
Judy Czerenda

Lisa Dodero
Kathalyn Haimo

               Jamie Johnson                 
Leslie Maister

        Lyn Saberg         
David Simon

Ashely Solomon
Sheba Munn Thompson

Sean Thompson
Len Weiselberg 

 
 

Officers
Arnold Pittler, President

Melissa Comras, First Vice-President
Carey Fischer, Vice-President/General

Counsel
Terri Voss, Secretary

Henry Cairo, Treasurer
Jerome Baer, Past President

Committee Chairs
Lois Pittler & Joan Sternberg, Co-Sisterhood Presidents

Evan Goldman, Brotherhood President

Marion Fass & Judy Czerenda - Communication & Engagement
Jamie Johnson, Religious School Committee
Arnie Pittler, Life & Legacy, Ritual & Security

Lyn Saberg, Social Action
David Simon, Endowment
Len Weiselberg, Preschool
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