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Rabbi’s Message — Creating a truly Inclusive Community  
 As some of you may 
know, February is Jewish 
Disabilities Awareness/
Acceptance and Inclusion 
Month (JDAIM). This “themed 
month” sometimes flies under 
the radar in many of our 
communities, perhaps less well-
known than Black History 
Month (February) or Pride 

Month (June). This is, in some ways, not terribly 
surprising, since disability advocacy and self-
advocacy are not always at the forefront of our 
social justice movements. 
 This happens for a variety of reasons. Part of 
the problem is that the people most affected by 
ableism are often people who have difficulty 
accessing the very spaces in which justice work or 
community organizing is done. Whether our spaces 
are inaccessible to people who use mobility aides, 
or to those who have different sensory sensitivities, 
or to those who face significant stigma related to 
their diagnoses, the result is that we do not hear 
the voices of disabled people often enough. Or, as 
is often the case, people with “invisible disabilities” 
never have opportunities to share their experiences 
of navigating an environment that is challenging 
for them.   
 Another challenge faces those among us 
who live with mental illness or who are 
neurodivergent (an umbrella term that refers to 
anyone whose “wiring” is not typical, including 
people who have ADHD, Autism, Down’s Syndrome 
or other developmental differences).  Those of us 
who fall into this group may not be considered 
reliable narrators of their own experiences, and 
may be “talked-over” or “spoken for” by well-
meaning neurotypical caretakers or professionals. 
 It is my hope that we can bring some focus 
to the issues of disability and accessibility, inclusion, 
and belonging during the month of February. The 
imperatives of accessibility and inclusion go right to 
the heart of what it means to be Jewish and to 

build/maintain community based on Jewish values 
and principles. Our tradition teaches us that 
humanity was formed in the Divine Image, and 
that each real human being is a representative of 
that Image. While it is easy to accept this in the 
abstract, we sometimes struggle to live this value as 
fully as we might when it comes to the actual 
people around us.  
 In what ways are we prepared to learn from 
the experiences of those who function differently 
from us - physically, emotionally, or intellectually? In 
what ways are we prepared to let go of the 
ableism that we may have internalized, leading us 
to feel shame regarding disabilities we may have 
ourselves? In what ways have we tied our own 
human value, or that of community members, to 
the ability to be “productive” in a very specific 
sense? Are we prepared to believe that disability 
and the experiences of disabled people are an 
opening to Torah (teaching/wisdom) that would 
otherwise be closed to us? 
 During the month of February, I plan to 
focus several of my sermons and teachings on the 
experiences of people with disabilities and insights 
from our tradition regarding disability, as an 
invitation to a communal conversation. I also 
would like to follow up on last month’s column by 
our own Mispallelim religious school students, who 
beautifully expressed their observations about 
where we can improve the physical environment 
for people with limited mobility (or who use 
technology to move through our spaces).  There 
are many ways in which our physical space 
succeeds in creating an inclusive environment, 
and there are also opportunities to improve.  I 
look forward to exploring this together! 
 
Rabbi Kelilah Miller 
 
Note: If you are someone who has a disability (visible 
or invisible) and would like to share aspects of your 
experience with the congregation, please contact 
me at rabbi@ohev.net. 
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November 28th—December 6th 

 Sholem aleykhem. 
Vos makhstir? (How are 
you?). At the risk of 
oversharing, I wanted to let 
you know that the month of 
February typically does not 
go well for me. I do not 
know why that is the case 
but over the years, bad 

things have happened to me during February.  
I will spare you the specifics but the most 
positive view of February, from my perspective, 
is that the month only has 28 days (29 on 
occasion). There are exceptions, of course, like 
when the Eagles won the Super Bowl; that was 
certainly a February to remember. My goal is to 
create another February to remember.  
Hopefully, the Eagles will once again be 
playing in the big game (fingers and toes 
crossed) and we are planning some special 
programming towards the end of February.  
Stay tuned.   
 Another initiative that is moving forward 
pertains to our commitment to reducing gun 
violence. A dozen or so congregants who 
attended our summer lecture series or have 
expressed interest in this topic, have been 
meeting with the stated goal of making a 
concerted effort to take action that will make 
our community safer. We are guided by 
Vayikra/ Leviticus 19:16, “Do not stand aside 
when your fellow’s blood is being shed.”  Too 
much blood has been shed already. 
 As background, CeaseFire PA has 
established a “Common Agenda” that is 
reasonable, compelling and supported by most 
citizens of Pennsylvania.  In relevant part,  the 
Common Agenda includes the following items: 
 
 (1) Extreme Risk Protection Orders 
(ERPOs):  These orders would empower family 
members and law enforcement to petition a 
judge to temporarily remove guns from a loved 
one in crisis, without subjecting them to an 
involuntary mental-health commitment. Nearly 
80% of Pennsylvanians support the concept, 
and states have found massive reductions in 
suicides after enacting ERPO laws.  

 (2) Universal Background Checks:  
Requiring background checks on the private 
sales of long guns is a major step to preventing 
convicted felons and other dangerous 
individuals from purchasing military-style 
weapons from a private/non-licensed seller 
without any oversight. 1   
  
 During our summer lecture series, you 
may recall that our District Attorney, Jack 
Stollsteimer, discussed the issue of “ghost guns” 
in our area. Since then, there have been 
federal regulations that have gone into effect 
requiring that “the main components used to 
manufacture ghost guns—the frames and 
receivers—be assigned serial numbers…and 
require that buyers undergo background 
checks before purchasing the components 
and that dealers be federally licensed to sell 
the kits and keep records of sales.”2  
Additionally, several states, including New 
Jersey and New York, have restricted or 
banned ghost guns.  When we heard DA 
Stollsteimer describe how a ghost gun had 
been created through the use of a 3-D printer 
and later was seized by police only a block 
away from the Media Courthouse, there were 
audible gasps; all of us were deeply 
concerned. 
 But again, concern is not enough. As I 
have mentioned previously, Ohev Shalom is a 
member of the “Coalition of Synagogues to 
Reduce Gun Violence.” The Synagogue 
Coalition’s Mission Statement is: “to raise our 
collective voices to promote Awareness, 
Advocacy and Action to reduce gun violence 
and lessen its devastating impact on families 
and communities in the greater Philadelphia 
area.”  The Synagogue Coalition members 
believe that we need to translate awareness 
and advocacy into action. This position is 
consistent with our Ohev members who have 
been meeting to discuss what we can do to 
make our community safer. Simply stated, how 
do we accomplish this task? 
 
 
 

President’s Message— A February To Remember 

(Con nued on page 4) 
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 Recently, Lisa Karlin, our Social Action 
Chair and I met with our local State 
Representative, Leanne Krueger, to discuss “red 
flag” laws and universal background checks. We 
were advised that there is an opportunity for 
these reasonable interventions to be enacted by 
the state legislature and signed into law by 
Governor Josh Shapiro. A key to success in this 
advocacy initiative is to educate not only our 
congregants but the community at large on 
these issues, similar to what we did last summer.  
With that in mind, we will be creating and 
hosting an educational session on these 
important topics in the near future. If you would 
like to be involved in the planning of this 
educational program, please contact Lisa Karlin 
or me. 
 At Ohev, we are starting to build our own 
community coalition by partnering with local 
houses of worship, law enforcement, and victims’ 
rights groups. I look forward to this February 
being one in which good things continue to 

occur at Ohev and that our efforts to make our 
community safer move from behind the scenes 
discussions to action steps. As for me personally, I 
remain hopeful… 
 
Zay gezunt! 
David  a/k/a/ “46” 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Common Agenda to End Gun Violence | 
CeaseFirePA 
2 Stefan Sykes, Federal ‘ghost gun’ regulations go into 
effect after judges reject challenges, NBC News, 
August 24, 2022. https://www.cnbc.com/2022/08/24/
federal-ghost-gun-regulations-go-into-effect-after-
judges-reject-challenges.html 
 

For informa on visit 

www.ohev.net 

and click on 

ShopWithScrip 

ShopWithScrip! 
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Mispallelim 
 

 
By Allison Rovensky  
4th/5th grade teacher, Mispallelim 
  
 How can it be February, and winter, and 
simultaneously the birthday of trees and a 
celebration of new growth? As we celebrate Tu 
B’Shvat on February 5th, we are reminded again 
that in a few months it will be Spring and despite 
the cold outside, nature keeps living as it gets 
ready for the busy growing season ahead. Tu 
B’Shvat celebrates the birthday of fruit trees, 
helping us keep track of trees we’ve planted and 
following the Jewish tradition of eating from a tree 
after its third year. While many of us observe Tu 
B’Shvat as a Jewish Earth Day, it is really a holiday 
dedicated to the observance of the 
passage of time and its relationship to 
the world around us. It is no 
coincidence that there are countless 
metaphors about trees and 
education—a quick internet search 
can turn up hundreds of quotes or 
images comparing planting trees or 
tending gardens to teaching. So, what does this 
have to do with Mispallelim? If we follow this 
metaphor, our teachers are the “gardeners” 
tending to their “orchards” or students. Like trees in 
a forest or orchard, having a symbiotic relationship 
with the earth, students can grow stronger as part 
of a community—connecting or “intertwining” with 
those around them, sharing resources, and 
supporting and nourishing others.  
  Looking ahead to the remainder of the 
school year, we are focusing more on ways to 
strengthen our Mispallelim community and build 
stronger bonds between classrooms. One way we 
are doing this is starting a buddy system, which 
pairs older students with younger ones to work 
together during our openings and closings. In the 
coming months, we will have other opportunities 
for these groups to teach each other while 
working and growing together.  
 The most literal version of our teachers as  
farmers metaphor focuses on planting seeds of  

 
 
ideas in the minds of students, and nurturing them 
with supplemental information until the ideas take 
root and come to fruition. As both a teacher and 
amateur gardener, this feels the most realistic to 
me. However prepared I may have been in 
planning a lesson and creating an inviting and 
encouraging classroom, it is all dependent on the 
student being ready, willing, and able to absorb 
the information and thrive in the environment. 
Sometimes you just hope that what you’re doing is 
working, as you make minor tweaks to try and help 
the seed grow as big and strong as it can. Looking 
at the students in Mispallelim, it is clear that the 
seeds of ideas that were planted are growing 

strong in their minds, and that they have 
already grown and changed in the past 
few months. These changes may not 
seem obvious at first, like the difference 
between a two-year old and three-year 
old tree in the eyes of the average 
person, but if we take even one day a 
year to stop and notice, to take a look 

and admire the subtle and not-so-subtle changes 
and growth in the trees and people around us, 
over time it can become more obvious to us.  
 Pick your nature and education metaphor, 
and the last missing component is time. Tu B’Shvat 
is a reminder to look for the more nuanced 
passages of time—the small ways we have grown 
and changed in the past year—to appreciate the 
knowledge learned and wisdom gained from 
another year on Earth. Seasons are another way 
nature subtly shows us the passage of time as we 
go from hot to cold to hot again, not with the flick 
of a switch, but with more subtle fluctuations that 
follow the same pattern year after year; spring to 
summer, to fall, to winter, and then to spring again. 
We know on the coldest days that it will get warm 
again, and we also know that the educational 
seeds we have planted will one day grow, as long 
as we keep tending to them.  
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DeCHRISTOPHER BROTHERS 
 
 
 
 

THE JEWISH MEMORIAL EXPERT 

215-638-9004 

EMAIL: IZZY@IZZYRESS.COM 

5004 HULMEVILLE ROAD, 

BENSALEM, PA 19020 

ISRAEL “IZZY” RESNICK 
(FORMERLY OF WERTHEIMER MONUMENTS) 
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The Humanity of Gun Safety Advocacy 
  

 
 Having grown up in a liberal household, I couldn’t conceive why anyone would want to own 
a gun, thought that owning a gun in one’s home would be more dangerous than safe, and that the 
NRA and NAGR groups are evil. Part of me still feels that way, but as with any conflict, I want to 
understand the other’s point of view as a vital part of communication - even if the end result is to 
agree to disagree. 
 
 As we move forward to educate about gun violence and advocate for gun safety 
legislation, I want to emphasize that this is not about taking away the legal right of gun ownership. 
This is about understanding the human toll of gun violence. 
 
 It’s about those of us who have experienced being held up at gun point or losing a loved 
one to murder or suicide by gunshot; it’s about students having to undergo two lockdown drills a 
year; it’s about Strath Haven having an actual lockdown in December because a student brought 
a replica handgun to school; it’s about teachers, and other school personnel facing the possibility 
of legislation that would require them to carry guns in school; and it’s about having security present 
in the building because of the prospect of gun violence due to the rise in anti-semitism. 
 
 It’s about the Souls Shot Portrait Project which honors the people lost to gun violence, an 
exhibit currently showing through the end of the month at Beth Am Israel in Penn Valley. 
 
I hope you’ll join in the conversation. 
 
Lisa Karlin 
 
Please contact socialaction@ohev.net with any questions about this program. To volunteer for any 
of the programs sponsored by Social Action visit www.ohev.net/community/social-action 

Social Action  
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    ONE BOOK, ONE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

Presents 

Who By Fire 

Leonard Cohen in the Sinai 

with author 

Ma  Friedman  

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, March 19, 2023, 11 a.m. 

Online, Live from Israel 

For more informa on: Mindy Cohen,  

215‐635‐7300 x155, mcohen@gratz.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT MATTI FRIEDMAN 

Ma  Friedman, a journalist, is the author of three previous works of nonfic on: Spies of No Country: 

Secret Lives at the Birth of Israel; Pumpkinflowers: A Soldier’s Story of a Forgo en War; and The Aleppo 

Codex. Ma ’s work as a reporter has taken him from Israel to Lebanon, Morocco, Moscow, the Caucasus, 

and Washington, DC. A former Associated Press correspondent and essayist for the New York 

Times opinion sec on, he currently writes a monthly feature for Tablet Magazine. His wri ng has 

appeared in Smithsonian Magazine, The Atlan c, and elsewhere.  

 

ABOUT WHO BY FIRE 

The li le‐known story of Leonard Cohen’s concert tour to the front lines of the Yom Kippur War, including 

never‐before‐seen selec ons from an unfinished manuscript by Cohen and rare photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

This program is made possible by the Stern Family Lecture on Israel Studies at Gratz College, in partnership with the  
Laurie Wagman Ini a ve in Jewish Studies at Drexel University. 
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December Tributes 

Balin Chapel Fund 

• In honor of the good deeds done by 
Benjamin R. Balin (z”l) and in honor of 
the good deeds done by Sally K. Balin 
(z”l) from anonymous 

• In honor of Hye Yon Pyo’s birthday 
from Kenneth P. Balin 

 

Donald & Ruth Levinstein  
Educa on Fund 

• To Steven Levinstein and Jodi Leshner 
in memory of beloved brother, Mark 
Levinstein, from Sybil Schwartz 

 

Eli and Sissy Lax Sukkah Terrace Fund 

• In memory of Eli Lax from Jan and 
Michael Weiss 

 

Jack Swerman Building/Architectural 
Account 

• To Jannis Rubinstein and Bonnie Schut 
in memory of Marshall Swerman with 
love from Janet Weger. 

• To Jannis Rubinstein on the passing of 
Marshall Swerman. We are so sorry 
for your family's loss. May Marshall's 
memory be for a blessing from Steven 
Levinstein and Jodi Leshner 

• To Jannis Rubinstein and Bonnie Schut 
in memory of Marshall Swerman from 
Amy and David Pollack 

 

Rabbi Louis and Mindell Kaplan  
Cultural Fund 

• In honor of the yahrzeit of my father, 
Hyman Kaplan, from Rabbi Louis 
Kaplan 

 

Rabbi's Discre onary Account 

• In honor of Rabbi Kelilah Miller from 
Peter Brampton Koelle 

• In memory of Jay's uncle, Saul 
Broverman, from Be y Bard and Jay 
Adelsberg 

 

 

Sisterhood Gi  Shop  
and Kitchen Account 

• To Harriet Ozer: Mazal Tov to you and 
your family regarding Steven's recent 
engagement from Carolyn Rosen 

 

Synagogue General Account 

• In loving memory of Susan's parents, 
Louis and Irma Kohn, on the occasion 
of their yahrzeits, from Susan and 
Robert Hale 

 

Yahrzeit/Yizkor Account 

• To honor the yahrzeit of Frank Rech 
from Sondra Rech 

 
OHEV SHALOM OFFERS THE FOLLOWING SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
Warwick Fund 

Provides supplemental funding for teens of Ohev Shalom traveling to Israel in 2023 
 

Debby Silver Fund 
Provides funding for children to attend Jewish overnight summer camp 

 
Ada and Jay Young Jewish Cultural Educational Fund 

Provides funding to students 18 and younger planning to attend Camp Ramah  
or travel to Israel 

 
Application deadline for scholarships listed above is March 1, 2023 
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February Calendar 

Recurring Events 
Minyan  

8:00 AM Monday – Friday 
9:30 AM Sunday –  

NOTE TIME CHANGE 
Bible Study 9:30 AM Wednes-

day 
Shabbat Services 
6:00 PM Friday  

(unless otherwise noted) 
9:00 AM Saturday Shabbat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 1 
4:15 p.m.    Mispallelim Religious School 

 

Saturday, February 4 
11:40 a.m.  Classical Rabbinic Midrash in Rabbi’s office 

6:00 p.m.     Congrega onal Dinner 
 

Sunday, February 5 
9:00 p.m.   Mispallelim Religious School 

5:30 p.m.  LifeCenter Dinner 
 

Monday, February 6 
Tu B'Shvat 

7:30 p.m.   Mekom Torah:  Reading Hebrew 
 

Wednesday, February 8 
4:15 p.m.    Mispallelim Religious School 

 
Thursday, February 9 

7:00 p.m.  Budget and Audit Mee ng 
 

Saturday, February 11 
9:00 a.m.   Shabbat Services with Kabbalat HaSiddur 

 

Sunday, February 12 
9:00 a.m.   Mispallelim Religious School 

 

Monday, February 13 
8:00 a.m.     Minyan 

7:00 p.m.    School Commi ee Mee ng 
7:30 p.m.   Mekom Torah: Reading Hebrew 

 

Wednesday, February 15 
4:15 p.m.    Mispallelim Religious School 

 

Thursday, February 16 
7:00 p.m.   Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng 

 

Sunday, February 19 
9:00 a.m.   Staff Training Only for Mispallelim Religious School 

 

Monday, February 20 
7:30 p.m.   Mekom Torah:  Reading Hebrew 

 

Wednesday, February 22 
4:15 p.m.    Mispallelim Religious School 

 

Thursday, February 23 
7:30 p.m.   Board of Directors Mee ng 

 
Sunday, February 26 

9:00 a.m.   Mispallelim Religious School with 
 Hamantaschen Baking 

 

Monday, February 27 
8:00 a.m .    Minyan 

7:30 p.m.   Mekom Torah:  Reading Hebrew 
 
 
 
 



Congrega on Ohev Shalom 

2 Chester Road 

Wallingford, PA 19086 

Time Sensi ve Material 


