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Rabbi’s Message — Loštice Shabbat is Finally Here! 
 It’s possible that some 
of you reading this have 
gotten a little sick of me 
talking about the town of 
Loštice in Czechoslovakia. 
That’s fair. I’ve written, 
spoken, taught, and shared 
about it for a long time, and 
we recently commissioned a 
whole Megillah about it! But 
it’s also been a few months 

since I said anything, and I’m going to devote 
yet another L’Chaim article to Loštice, because 
this month we are actually celebrating our 
annual  Loštice Shabbat! 
 I’ve lost track of 
how many we’ve done, 
but I’d venture to say this 
is our fifth or sixth year of 
holding a Loštice 
Shabbat… maybe more. 
But this one is really 
going to be special, and 
I hope that more people 
will either come to 
synagogue in person on 
Saturday, May 14th, or 
join us via Zoom. It’s special for a whole host of 
reasons. First of all, after housing a Holocaust 
Scroll in our congregation for 40 years, we were 
finally able to hire a Sofer (scribe) to rewrite all 
the faded, cracked, and destroyed parts of the 
text, so that the Torah is once again Kosher and 
usable in services. Repairing a scroll is a major 
mitzvah to begin with; repairing a Holocaust 
Scroll is just a whole other level of catharsis and 
healing for a Jewish community. Major Mitzvah 
Points! 
 But the scroll was completed in January of 
2020, and we all know what happened to every 
planned event on our calendars later that 
spring. Two years later, we’re finally able to join 

back together, in person, to read from the 
Loštice Torah for the very first time! It’s an event 
not to be missed, I promise you. So that’s already 
two reasons to come to Ohev on May 14th; 
reading from a newly repaired Holocaust Scroll 
*and* a chance to come together for a 
celebration that has been waiting for two years 
to take place! 
 If those reasons aren’t compelling 
enough, let’s add to that the first ever public 
reading of our brand new Loštice Megillah. The 
scroll itself is a powerful link to the Jewish 
communities that were destroyed in the Shoah. 
Its story of survival, and how it eventually came 

to Ohev Shalom, adds 
even more awe and 
wonder to this saga! And 
thanks to the brilliant 
artistry of Siona Benjamin, 
and the beautiful 
calligraphy of Judith 
Joseph, we now have a 
breathtaking scroll - a 
Megillah - that tells the 
story of this meaningful 
part of our congregation’s 
legacy.  

 I hope my three reasons have compelled 
you to attend services that Saturday morning. 
With the pandemic still nipping at our heels, and 
the reports of further devastation in Ukraine 
horrifying us daily, we could all really use 
something wonderful to celebrate. The story of 
Loštice is a testament to resilience. If “resilience” 
hasn’t been a central theme of the last two 
years, I don’t know what is! So come and 
celebrate a rewritten scroll, a magnificent piece 
of artwork, and how resilient we’ve all been for 
an impressively long time. We’ve definitely all 
earned it; now let’s rejoice! 
Sincerely, 
Rabbi Gerber 
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President’s Message:  On the Boarder of Change 
 What an amazing high 
from the May 1st event - it was 
certainly a Fein Day for Sailing, 
partying, and connecting. I 
cannot thank the event team 
enough for all the planning, 
number crunching, and detail-
tending it took to make it a 
successful and (so much) fun 

event. The Schapires and the Grahams and their 
squad hit it out of the park, as well as the many 
donors who truly made the day possible. The 
drive that it takes to make these good times look 
easy are complemented by the tenacity and 
enthusiasm that gets us through difficult times. 
My gratitude is all I can offer at this point (but if 
someone on that team wants to use my parking 
space sometime in the next month, I am open 
to that). 
 I look forward to seeing many of you 
again on Thursday, June 16th when we will hold 
our annual congregational meeting. For those of 
you who have attended this meeting before, 
you know that it is a great chance to see other 
congregants, have some snacks, chat a bit, and 
vote for the next two years’ worth of Ohev 
officers. At this meeting, the congregation will 
also be voting on two temporary amendments 
to our constitution, allowing some flexibility in the 
structure of our Board as we continue to work on 
the formal and longer-lasting revisions of our 
governance documents. You may have already 
seen an explanation of the temporary changes 
in your inboxes and mailboxes, and we invite 
questions and comments before it comes to a 
congregational vote. These amendments will 
help us remain within the boundaries of our 
current rules and regulations as we undergo final 
revisions.  
 Throughout my time in synagogue 
leadership, I’ve learned a ton about things in 
which I had no experience, such as non-profit 
budget management, and what we mean 
when referring to regional and national Jewish 
organizations such as USCJ, Federation, and the 
Rabbinical Assembly. One of the more complex 
tasks was becoming familiar with Robert’s Rules 
of Order.  While I started out as a casual 

observer who valued a more 
casual approach, I have really 
come to appreciate the reasons 
for these rules, in a “trust the 
process” kind of way. Originally 
written in 1876, just a few years 
before our current bylaws, they 
create a path for anyone on the 
Board to have a voice in the 
important (and even the minor) 
decisions that we make to sustain and improve 
our synagogue. 
 We want to hear congregants’ voices as 
well. Some of you know that congregants are 
invited to attend our Board meetings and are 
sent the Board agendas and the former 
meeting’s minutes. Given limited time, it may be 
difficult to choose between reading Ohev Board 
minutes and the instruction manual for your new 
electric toothbrush. Okay, so learning about 
which light fixtures needed to be replaced and 
what bills needed to be paid may not be a 
priority on your to-do list for that day, or really 
any day. But, if you ignore them, you will miss the 
opportunity to learn about new members voted 
into the congregation and others who have left 
(moved or moved on) and will not be able to 
get a head start on any soon-to-be-announced 
events. Is the Second Seder in-person or virtual? 
Read it here. Who will be celebrated in the Hall 
of Fame this year?  It’s in the minutes. Will the 
76ers take it all the way to the finals? See how 
we voted. 
 As we formulate our new bylaws, the goal 
is to build new traditions as we continue to honor 
existing ones. We can establish a Board and 
committee structure that will encourage 
congregants to contribute their expertise and 
opinions in ways that work for them, in time and 
timing. In implementing our strategic plan, a 
new approach will allow us to “work smarter, not 
harder” so that we can sustain and enjoy our 
community in the context of our busy lives. Let’s 
give that plan a boost on June 16th – hope to 
see you there! 
 
Joel 
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DeCHRISTOPHER BROTHERS 
(FORMERLY OF WERTHEIMER MONUMENTS) 

 
 
 
 

THE JEWISH MEMORIAL EXPERT 
 

215-638-9004 

EMAIL: IZZY@IZZYRESS.COM 

5004 HULMEVILLE ROAD, 

BENSALEM, PA 19020 

ISRAEL “IZZY” RESNICK 
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     It has become 
something of a running joke 
that as each Jewish holiday 
approaches I get very 
excited and start going on 
about how this one is my 
favorite holiday. And, to be 
fair, I do genuinely feel that 
way most of the time!  But 
Shavuot has always had an 
extra special place in my 
heart.   

 One of the things I love most about 
Shavuot is the revived practice of holding a 
Tikkun Leil Shavuot - a night-time study session 
that echoes the mystical practices of the 
Kabbalists. They would stay up all night studying 
Torah on Shavuot in order to bring 
a sense of healing and repair to 
the world. Many contemporary 
congregations, including our own, 
have taken up this practice as well 
- not necessarily staying up all 
night (some do!), but taking some 
time to engage in words of Torah 
on the first night of Shavuot. 
 While the Kabbalists meant 
something rather complicated and esoteric 
when they talked about repairing the world 
through study, the basic idea has always 
resonated with me.  There is something deeply 
healing about coming together to share our 
questions, insights, and inspiration with one 
another on the anniversary of when our 
ancestors received the Torah at Sinai. 
 I am particularly excited for Ohev’s Tikkun 
Leil Shavuot this year, since our 6th and 7th 
graders will be sharing a teaching. For the last  
few years, we have been hearing Torah 
teachings from our Mispallelim students on 

Friday nights and Shabbat mornings, but this is 
the first year we will be inviting students to teach 
at our Tikkun. This has been something that I had 
been hoping to organize for quite some time, 
and it is just serendipitous that Shavuot falls on a 
Saturday night this year, making it easier for our 
students to participate.  
 There is a wonderful Midrash from Shir 
Hasirim Rabbah (1:24) that discusses the 
moment at which the People of Israel received 
the Torah. God instructs the People to bring 
guarantors that they will observe and treasure 
the Torah, and so the people respond that their 
ancestors will be their guarantors. God rejects 
this, so they say that the prophets will be their 
guarantors. Again, God rejects the idea. So the 
People of Israel say that their children will be 

their guarantors. Finally, God agrees 
that this is sufficient.  
 I am holding this Midrash close 
to my heart this year as I think about 
what it means to have our students 
share their insights with us on Shavuot. 
As an educator, I continue to remind 
myself that the Judaism I will live in as 
an older adult will be the Judaism that 
our students build.  The Torah that I will 

hear will be the Torah that comes from their 
mouths, their experiences, their wisdom. Giving 
them this opportunity to teach is a message 
both to them and to us that Torah is a living gift - 
one that requires care and nourishment with 
each new generation. 
 Please consider coming to our Tikkun Leil 
Shavuot, which will take place on Saturday 
night, June 4th.  Details to come! 
 
Rabbi Kelilah Miller 
Education Director/Cantor  

Mispallelim — Receiving Torah on Shavuot 

Mispallelim registra on for the 2022‐2023 (5783) year will be open by 5/1.  Please register at your earliest convenience so that 

we can plan a great year!  If you have any ques ons about registra on, please reach out to Rabbi Miller at 

school@ohev.net.  If you are new to the community, or are considering joining the religious school for the first  me, Rabbi 

Miller will be very pleased to answer any ques ons you may have. If finances are an obstacle for your family, please contact 

Missy Lowdermilk at exec@ohev.net.  We are commi ed to making a quality Jewish educa on available to every family,  

regardless of ability to pay full tui on.  
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Sing-A-Long 
and 
Jam 

Bring your instrument to this informal 
but spirited musical get together. 

We’ll begin with song and music making 
followed by Havdallah under the stars, 
a campfire, dessert, wine and beer. 

 
Don’t play an instrument? Shy about singing? No problem! 
There will be something for everyone to enjoy… including 

marshmallows. 
 

Saturday, May 7th, 7:30‐9:30 PM 
(in the Slovak/Wimmer family backyard) 

124 Park Avenue, Swarthmore 
 

Rain date: Saturday, May 14th 

 
 

This event is free, but please RSVP to  office@ohev.net 

For informa on visit 
www.ohev.net 

and click on 
ShopWithScrip 

*Located under “What’s New” 
On the right hand side of homepage. 

ShopWithScrip! 
IT’S EASY! 

Save The Date 
Tikkun Leil Shavuot  

June 4 
See Mispallelim article on Page 5 
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 FUSE held our first in-person event, Re-Membering FUSE 
on Sunday, April 24th. We were delighted to have over 35 
people join us for a walk around Chester, learning some of its 
history and exploring several of the local businesses moving 
into Chester. It was wonderful to reconnect and begin to re-
member and renew the foundational meaning of FUSE. 
 Recognizing that we only scratched the surface of the 
deep and important history of Chester, we hope to schedule 
another walk in the summer led by representatives of the 
Chester Historical Society. Stay tuned for future details in the 
Weekly Announcements.  
 As the FUSE fiscal year comes to a close, we wish to 
thank Ohev Shalom’s Netzach Fund for providing the ongo-
ing fiscal support for our operations. Thanks to all the 
Ohevites who also contribute to the Netzach Fund. We could 
not sustain this work without your support, Todah Rabah! 
 

To learn more, please contact Bonnie Brieit or Rabbi Gerber at fuse@ohev.net 
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Mispallelim 
End of School Picnic 

June 12 
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May Tributes 
Balin Chapel Fund 

• In honor of the good deeds done 
by Benjamin R. Balin (z”l) and in 
honor of the good deeds done 
by Sally K. Balin (z”l) from 
anonymous 

 

Ada & Jay Young  
Jewish Cultural Fund 

• To Louis Stesis: Congratula ons 
on the birth of your grandson, 
Shai Kamal Singla, from Judy and 
Russ Young 

 

Beatrice Debellis Fund 
• To Bruce Godick: Get well wishes 

to you. We wish you a speedy 
and complete recovery. Looking 
forward to seeing your smiling 
face again from Brad, Karen (z”l) 
and family 

 

Daily Minyan Account 
• In memory of my Aunt Sandy 

and to the en re congrega on 
of Ohev Shalom: Thank you for 
your kindness in accep ng me 
into your wonderful Shul!  Your 
generosity was lovely during my 
Aunt Sandy's dialysis from 
Rhonda Newman‐White 

 

Debby Silver Camp Fund 
• To Amy and David Pollack in 

honor of the birth of grandson, 
Gideon, from Shelly Saland 

 

Donald & Ruth Levinstein 
Educa on Fund 

• To Bruce Godick:  Wishing you a 
speedy recovery, with lots of 
love, from Jodi Leshner and 
Steve Levinstein 

 

Fund Raising ‐ Show 
• In honor of Miss Cathy, Mr. Ma  

and all the talented people in 
the Cabaret!  Most especially for 
Miss Shira Jasner, our 
granddaughter, from Cindy and 
Neil Goldstein  

 

Helping the Community Account 
• In memory of Samuel Deal from 

Shana Deal and Kevin Bi man 
 

Joseph & Edith Godick Jewish 
History Lecture Fund 

• To Merle and Steve Fischer in 
memory of your dear son‐in‐law, 
Chris Myers from Judy and Bruce 
Godick. May his memory always 
be for a blessing.  

• To Leslie and Rich Isaacs in 
memory of Rich's mother, 
Barbara Issacs, from Judy and 
Bruce Godick. May her memory 
be for a blessing.  

• To Lou Stesis and family in honor 
of the birth of grandson, Shai 
Kamal Singla, from Judy and 
Bruce Godick 

• To Wendy and Michael Dignazio 
in honor of the birth of 
grandson, Asher Mario Dignazio, 
from Judy and Bruce Godick 

 

Netzach Fund 
• To the family of Ruth Nimton in 

memory of Ruth Nimton from 
Amy and David Pollack 

• To Sara and Manish Singla and 
Louis and Andrew Stesis: Mazal 
tov on the birth of Shai Kamal 
Singla from Amy and David 
Pollack  

• To Louis Stesis and family:  
Mazal tov of the birth of Shai 
Kamal Singla from Phyllis and 
Alan Schapire  

• To Wendy and Michael Dignazio: 
Mazal tov on the birth of your 
grandson, Asher Mario, from 
Amy and David Pollack  

• To Marie Berstein in memory of 
your sister, Alice, from Naomi 
and Harvey Spector 

 

Rabbi Louis and Mindell Kaplan 
Cultural Fund 

• On the yahrzeit of Dora Kanter, 
my mother‐in‐law, from Rabbi 
Louis Kaplan 

 

Rabbi's Discre onary Account 
• To Rabbi Gerber:  Yasher koach 

for leading our granddaughter 
Maya Ruth Reeves’ beau ful 
Baby Naming from Leslie and 
Richard Isaacs 

• To Cathy Yeager: Get well soon 
from Carol and Stuart Ockman 

 
          Rech Prayer Book Fund  
• To Louis Stesis: Mazal tov on the 

birth of grandson Shai. Wishing 
the family much happiness, with 
love from Beverly Dickson 

 

Samuel Warwick Fund 
• To Jeff Gold in memory of Ruth 

Nimton.  My hear elt sympathy 
to the en re family.  I will miss a 
dear friend of many years, 
fondly, Lyna Zommick 

• To Eva Gold in memory of Ruth 
Nimton.  My hear elt sympathy 
to the en re family.  I will miss a 
dear friend of many years, 
fondly Lyna Zommick  

• To Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leitzell 
in honor of their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary from Shellie and 
Howie Gewertz  

• To Brenda and Arnie Steinman in 
honor of Samantha's Bat 
Mitzvah from Shellie and Howie 
Gewertz 

• To Shellie Gewertz in memory of 
Aunt Ruth Nimton. May her 
memory be for a blessing, with 
love from Jill, Steve, Harry, and 
Annabel Schain 

 

School Tribute Account   
• To the Stesis and Singla families 

in honor of the birth of Shai 
Kamal Singla from Ann and 
Jeffrey Li man  

• In memory of Irene Rosenbaum, 
Ann's grandmother, from Ann 
and Jeff Li man 

• In memory of Florence Grumet, 
Ann's mother, from Ann and Jeff 
Li man 
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Simon Levin Torah  
Restora on Fund 

• To Morgan, Robert, and Caleb 
Dignazio:  Mazal Tov to the whole 
family on the birth of Asher Mario 
from Beverly Dickson 

• To the Singla and Stesis Families:  
Mazal tov on the birth of Shai 
Kamal ‐ son of Sara (Stesis) and 
Manish Singla and grandson of 
Karen( z”l) and Lou Stesis. Enjoy 
this wonderful blessing from 
Donna and Cliff Cohen  

• To the Morgan and Robert 
Dignazio Family and the Wendy 
and Michael Dignazio Family:  
Mazal tov on the birth of Asher 
Mario ‐ son of Morgan and Bob 
Dignazio and grandson of Wendy 
and Mike Dignazio.  Enjoy this 
wonderful blessing from Donna 
and Cliff Cohen  

 

Sisterhood Gi  Shop  
and Kitchen Account 

• To Sara and Manish Singla: Mazal 
tov on the birth of son, Shai Kamal  
We are so thrilled for you, from 
Paula Cherner and Lisa Karlin 

• To Louis Stesis: Mazal tov on the 
birth of grandson, Shai Kamal 
Singla.  We are so thrilled for you, 
from Paula Cherner and Lisa Karlin 

• To Manish and Sara Singla and to 
Lou Stesis in joyous celebra on of 
the birth of their son and 
grandson, Shai Kamal Singla, from 
Vicky Levin and Joel Fein  

 
Sukkah Terrace Bricks 

• To Joel Fein in honor of you with 
love from Margie, Dan, Emily, and 
Ben Wainfan 

 
Synagogue General Account   

• To Missy Lowdermilk:  Mazal tov 
on the birth of your grandchild 
from Paula Cherner and Lisa Karlin  

• In loving memory of Zelda Cherner 
on her ten‐year Yahrzeit. You are 
missed dearly, from Paula Cherner 
and Lisa Karlin 

• To Missy Lowdermilk: Mazal tov on 
the birth of your newest 
grandchild.  Wishing good health 
and happiness, from Beverly 
Dickson 

• To Lou Stesis: Mazal tov on the 
birth of Shai Kamal Singla, from 
Mona and Ken Harris 

 

Yahrzeit/Yizkor Account 
• In loving memory of my mother, 

Natalie Schneider from Sylvia 
Schneider 

• In memory of Ethel Silverman from 
Arline and Susan Evans 

• In memory of my beloved husband 
Ed, from Cathy Baum 

May Tributes cont. 
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May Calendar 

Recurring Events 
Minyan  

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Monday – Friday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.—

Wednesday 
Shabbat Services 

6:00 p.m. Friday 
(unless otherwise noted) 

9:00 a.m. Saturday Shabbat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, May 1 

9:00 a.m. Mispallelim Religious 
 School 
4:30 p.m. "A Fein Day for Sailing” 
5:30 p.m. LifeCenter Dinner 
 

Monday, May 2 
7:30 p.m. MT: Reading Hebrew 
 

Tuesday, May 3 
8:00 p.m. Speaking Yiddish on Zoom 
 

Wednesday, May 4 
4:15 p.m. Mispallelim Religious 
 School 
 

Thursday, May 5 
12:00 p.m. Lunch n' Learn  
6:00 p.m. Calendar Mee ng 
 

Saturday, May 7 
7:30 p.m. Sing‐A‐Long and Jam with 
 Rabbi Miller – offsite 
 

 
Sunday, May 8 – Mother’s Day 

9:00 a.m. No Religious School 
9:15 a.m. Men's Club Mee ng  

 
Monday, May 9 

7:00 p.m. School Commi ee 
 Mee ng 
7:30 p.m. MT: Reading Hebrew 
 

Tuesday, May 10 
8:00 p.m. Speaking Yiddish on Zoom 
 

Wednesday, May 11 
4:15 p.m. Mispallelim Religious 
 School 

 

Thursday, May 12 
7:00 p.m. Budget and Audit Mee ng 
 

Friday, May 13 
6:00 p.m.  Shabbat B'Yachad Dinner 
7:00 p.m.  Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
8:00 p.m.  Shabbat B'Yachad Dessert 
 

Saturday, May 14 
9:00 a.m. Loš ce  Shabbat Service   
 

Sunday, May 15  
9:00 a.m. Mispallelim Religious 
 School 
 

Monday, May 16 
7:30 p.m. MT: Reading Hebrew 
 

Tuesday, May 17 
8:00 p.m. Speaking Yiddish on Zoom 

 

Wednesday May 18 
4:15 p.m. Mispallelim Religious 
 School 
 

Thursday, May 19 
7:00 p.m. Execu ve Commi ee 
 Mee ng 
 

Sunday, May 22 
9:00 a.m. Mispallelim Religious 
 School 
 

Monday, May 23 
7:30 p.m. MT: Reading Hebrew 
 

Tuesday, May 24 
8:00 p.m. Speaking Yiddish on Zoom 
 

Wednesday, May 25 
4:15 p.m. Mispallelim Religious 
 School 
 

Thursday, May 26 
7:30 p.m. Board of Directors 
 Mee ng 
 

Sunday, May 29 
9:00 a.m. NO Religious School 
 

Monday, May 30 ‐ Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

11:00 a.m. Memorial Day Service 
 

Tuesday, May 31 
8:00 p.m. Speaking Yiddish on Zoom 



Congrega on Ohev Shalom 

2 Chester Road 

Wallingford, PA 19086 

Time Sensi ve Material 


