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Join Us! 
Mispallelim Picnic! 

Sunday, June 12th 
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DON’T MISS IT! 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Thursday, June 16th 
at 7:30 PM 
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Rabbi’s Message— Learn and Teach—this Summer 
One of my favorite rabbinic 
quotes comes from a 2,000-
year old book called Pirkei 
Avot, The Ethics of Our 
Ancestors. The fourth 
chapter begins with a 
teaching by an early-era 
rabbi named Ben Zoma, 
who states: “Eizehu 
Chacham? Ha-Lomed Mi-
Kol Adam.” He asks a 

rhetorical question: “Who is wise?” and then 
immediately answers it: “One who learns from 
all people.” I love this quote because it seems 
so simple (and perhaps even obvious), yet it 
isn’t actually so easy to implement. 
 
First off, we often imagine that we ourselves are 
indeed open to learning from anyone and 
everyone. But what about learning from young 
children who tell us they already know 
everything they’ll ever need to know? Or when 
they’re a few years older, battling raging 
teenage hormones, and it seems impossible to 
connect with them on virtually *any* level? Is 
there something we can actually learn from 
these “young” and “inexperienced” 
individuals? Alternatively, what about learning 
from a person struggling with homelessness, 
mental illness, or addiction? Or more 
challenging still: Can we learn something from 
our enemies, who may spew hate and sow 
fear? Or from someone who will never 
reciprocate or even consider learning from us? 
 
Furthermore, I contend that the word “learn” 
isn’t so obvious either. What does it mean to 
learn from all people, when often we disagree 
with what they’re saying, have opinions of our 
own, or don’t consider them particularly 
knowledgeable or reliable? That’s one of the 
things I love so much about Pirkei Avot and 
quotes like this; they seem simple at first, but get 

more complex and challenging the more you 
consider them. I bring all this up, because I 
want to invite you to participate in this 
wonderful process throughout the upcoming 
summer. We have great opportunities for you 
to learn… and to be learned from (i.e. to 
teach).  
 
Our Summer Sermon Series is back, after a 
pandemic hiatus. If you would like to try your 
hand at giving a D’var Torah, lead a discussion, 
or just share something interesting from the 
bimah, the floor (and the pulpit) is yours! Please 
contact me or Peter Koelle, who is once again 
helping curate the sermon series, to pick a 
Shabbat, delve a little into that week’s Torah 
portion, and then teach the congregation 
something new. I’d be happy to work one-on-
one with anyone interested in giving it a try, 
and I could even run a workshop on public 
speaking and sermonizing, if anyone is 
interested.  
 

I want to bring to your attention two great 
learning-teaching opportunity coming up early 
this month. On Saturday morning, June 4th, our 
Vav Zayin (6th-7th grade) class will be 
delivering Divrei Torah (teachings) during 
Shabbat morning services.  We are celebrating 
the holiday of Shavuot, which marks the 
receiving of the Ten Commandments during 
the Exodus from Egypt. A wonderful Shavuot 
tradition is an evening of learning, which this 
year takes place on 6/4, starting at 8:00 p.m. 
Rabbi Miller and I will each be offering a 
teaching. All are invited to come and learn 
(and eat cheesecake, which is traditional for 
Shavuot), and anyone is invited to deliver a 
teaching that night as well. I would again be 
thrilled to work with anyone on preparing this, 
so please just be in touch if you’re interested.  

(cont. on page 4) 
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November 28th—December 6th 

This is my final president’s 
message for the L’ Chaim. 
I have heard a number of 
times, from clearly well-
meaning people, about 
how I feel about my “last 
Board meeting” or “last L’ 
Chaim column.” The idea 
is that somehow the 
presidency is a burden, or 
something to get through.  
Don’t get me wrong – it is 

quite a bit of work and takes up a nice chunk 
of time most weeks. However, I know that I 
have gotten so much more from my time in 
Ohev leadership than I put in – which is a 
common refrain of successful volunteer 
positions.  I have gotten to know many of you 
so much better and had the pleasure of 
interacting with our clergy and staff in ways 
that made me value their expertise and 
appreciate the complexities of their jobs.  I 
developed strong, long-lasting bonds with my 
amazing co-leaders, both past and present, 
and even picked up skills that have helped me 
in my “other life,” such as budgeting, strategic 
planning, and non-profit governance.  So 
instead of the word “last” – I substitute the term 
“ultimate.” And ultimately, I know that I will 
continue to be an active participant in, and 
likely an occasional organizer of, Ohev events 
moving forward.  
 
Speaking of events, having just attended our 
calendar meeting, I am happy to say that 
there are many of them planned for next year, 
with hopes that we will continue to safely 
congregate in person. In addition, we are 
adding a position to our staff: Social Impact 
and Engagement Coordinator.  This position will 
be funded by the Barron Family Charitable 
Trust.  Many of you know that Barbara Barron 
(z”l), a former member and accomplished 
attorney whose family has a long history here at 
Ohev, passed away several months ago.  In 
planning her estate, Barbara kept Ohev 
Shalom in her thoughts and bequeathed an 
annual gift that will support our congregants 
and our community in a way that is quite well-

aligned with our strategic plan’s social action 
and engagement strategy. 
 
I also want to highlight our new membership in 
the Anti-Defamation League’s Signature 
Synagogue program.  This year’s inaugural 
membership, generously supported this year by 
a congregant donor and shepherded by Larry 
Dworkin, allows us to enjoy direct access to 
ADL’s programs, resources and learning 
opportunities, as well as free registrations to the 
annual Walk Against Hate. Our involvement in 
ADL has profound meaning considering the 
recent hate crimes targeting people of color, 
particularly Black and Asian, in Buffalo, Dallas 
and California.  We pray for healing for the 
families and communities in which these horrific 
events occurred.  You may not be aware that 
there was an excerpt from the 180-page 
manifesto penned by the killer in Buffalo that 
also stated “…the Jews are the biggest 
problem the Western world has ever had. They 
must be called out and killed, if they are lucky 
they will be exiled.”  We cannot be more 
vigilant in learning about and bolstering our 
response to this rhetoric.  
 
Despite my rant about not favoring the word 
“last” I do have two last words – and that is 
“thank you.” Thank you for supporting me when 
I needed it, and for letting me know when you 
thought we were headed in the right direction, 
wrong direction, or no direction. But most of all, 
thank you for trusting me to navigate our 
synagogue through some pretty interesting 
times.  In a recent communication with our Elsa 
Wachs, she relayed to me something that was 
written by her husband Mort (z”l), who was 
clearly a prescient past president.  I assume you 
can guess why this was close to my heart:  
 

“The beauty of sailing is that it uses 
aerodynamics and physics to harness 
contrary winds and waves and move 
the vessel against them. This is a 
metaphor for life - we have no control of 
the winds that come our way but we 
can adjust our sails.”  

(cont. on page 4) 

President’s Message— The Last Word  
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Rabbi’s Message— 
Learn and Teach—this Summer 

 (Cont. from page 3) 

President’s Message— 
The Last Word  

(Cont. from page 3) 
 
Those are just a few ways that you can 
implement Ben Zoma’s ancient teaching here 
at Ohev Shalom this summer. But I encourage 
you to think more about his words in other 
areas of your lives as well. We can learn so 
much from one another – indeed from ALL 
people – that it’s really a shame we don’t do 
it more often. Well, one good place to start is 
right here at Ohev, and this very summer. I 
hope to see (and learn from…) you there!
Sincerely, 
Rabbi Gerber 
 

I cannot think of a better summation of my 
term as president, or a better person to offer 
the “ultimate” words. 
 
Ultimately yours, 
Joel 

Bar Mitzvah of Owen Graden—June 18th 
Owen is a 7th grade student at Strath Haven 
Middle School. He is a loyal, kind, and 
independent human being who is always 
exploring or enjoying his next adventure. 
 
When not on a board of some kind (surfboard in 
the summer, snowboard in the winter, with a 
little skateboarding mixed in), Owen can often 
be found in the woods. He cares passionately 
about nature and the environment, so he 
dedicated his mitzvah project to cleaning up a 
section of his community’s woods. Owen 
believes that being good stewards of nature is 
our human responsibility, so he enlisted a group 
of friends to join Team Goin’ Owen and 
volunteer at the Chester Ridley Crum Water-
shed Association’s cleanup day in Swarthmore. 
A team player, Owen is active in his Boy Scout 
Troop 112 and plays on the Strath Haven Middle 
School football team in the fall.  
 
We are so proud of Owen. His unique 
perspective is needed in this world and we are 
so lucky to parent him. He has been working 
hard to prepare for his bar mitzvah, and we 
want to thank Rabbi Gerber and Rabbi Miller 
for all of their support during this time. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Ohev Shalom’s Summer Picnic 

Wednesday, July 27th at 6:30 PM 
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Here we are, at the end 
of yet another wonderful, 
rich, complex, challeng-
ing year! We began the 
year outdoors as we 
navigated the still-high 
COVID numbers and 
worked to find a way to 
gather in person that was 
safe. While it was lovely to 
learn in the sunshine and 
feel the autumn breeze 

on our faces, there was some relief for students 
and teachers alike when we were finally able to 
safely move inside and have slightly fewer 
variables to contend with (we 
had more than one instance ot 
worksheets flying away en masse 
when a strong wind came by, not 
to mention canopies taking 
flight!). 
 
Once we moved inside, students 
did a beautiful job wearing masks 
to keep each other safe, and 
following a new set of rules and 
protocols. I have been continually impressed by 
our students’ understanding and flexibility,  
especially when we are mask-optional and 
students and their families are following a range 
of practices based on their individual situations.  
 
Of course, the heroes of the year have been our 
extraordinary teachers and madrichim. 
Between figuring out how to teach outside, 
helping students reacclimate to in-person 
community, working with combined classes for 
the first time, supporting students’ specific 
learning needs, helping to pilot several new 
initiatives, and doing the holy work of teaching 
our youngest community members about what 
it can mean to be Jewish, they have done an 
extraordinary job. I am in awe of what they 
have accomplished under often challenging 
circumstances. 
 
In particular, I want to thank Pam Stone, who 
has been our lead teacher since before I arrived 

at Ohev. She has been an enormous help since 
day one, not only to me, but also to the rest of 
the staff that she has encouraged and 
mentored. Pam is a gifted educator who 
consistently goes above and beyond what is 
required, always seeking a way to make her 
classroom interesting, rigorous, and accessible 
for everyone in it. Beyond that, she always has 
excellent suggestions for resources that other 
teachers might use to enhance what they are 
doing. Her view of the work has always 
extended beyond her particular classroom to 
the program as a whole. This year, she did a 
beautiful and sensitive job taking over the 3rd 
grade class, which had, for more than a 

decade, been the domain of her 
dear friend and our beloved staff 
member Karen Ernest (z”l). 
 
For all of these reasons, I want to 
publicly acknowledge everything 
Pam has been doing for our 
program as she prepares to 
spend 3 years in Tel Aviv with her 
family. I am so excited for her, 
and I have made her promise to 

report back “from the field”, but I am still very 
sad that we will be without her for such an 
extended period.  
 
Please join me in offering Pam and her whole 
family a hearty Nesi’ah Tovah (good travels), as 
well as wishing our entire wonderful staff a 
resounding Yasher Koach (well done!) on a 
successful year in Mispallelim. 
 
Rabbi Kelilah Miller 
Education Director/Cantor  

Mispallelim — Opening the door for the liberation to come. 

If you have any ques ons about registra on, 
please reach out to Rabbi Miller at 

school@ohev.net 

Mispallelim registration 
for the 2022-2023 (5783) year 

Is now open 
Register at your earliest convenience 

so that we can plan a great year! 
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After the past two years of 
uncertainty, FUSE Steering 
continues to work on 
re-invigorating our 

2022-2023 happenings. 
These include planning for a new series entitled 
“FUSE Presents”.  It will be on Zoom with a focus 
on some of our partners doing great work in our 
communities and showcasing opportunities for 
volunteers to help. 

We are planning another Historical Walk, next in 
Media, and hopefully, hosting some in-person 
Courageous Conversations with meals again 
next fall or in the winter of 2023. 
 
Please check the weekly Ohev emails for 
updated FUSE News and any event details. 
 
As always, FUSE is appreciative of the ongoing 
support from the Netzach Grant funds.   
 
Questions, contact FUSE@ohev.net for more 
information. 

FUSE News 

June 14th 
2 to 7 p.m. 

At Ohev Shalom 

Go to: 
Redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive 

and enter ohev shalom as the sponsor code 
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Joel gave an impromptu performance 
with the amazing Tony Deangelis Jazz Quartet 

Look what washed up in Ohev's parking lot! 
Thanks  to Jess and Dan Stinson for the loan! 

Attendees enjoyed specialty cocktails and 
delicious food under the outdoor tent. 

Alan Shapire, Amy and Andy Graham present 
Joel with his name is nautical flags. 

Everyone had a Fein time at last month's 
President's Gala, honoring Joel Fein. 

The Gala and accompanying online auction 
surpassed our fundraising goals. Thanks to 
everyone who participated or donated. 



8  June 2022 

When we talk about weeding a garden, we 
mean pulling the plants that don’t belong 
there, or are invasive and taking over the 
space. When we talk about weeding a library, 
we mean books whose ideas are out of date, or 
haven’t been checked out in years (if ever), or 
books whose subject matter no longer fits the 
purpose of the library.  

The shelves of the library had gotten very 
crowded. There were places where there wqw 
no room to add new books. In addition, our 
2020 strategic plan encouraged the use of the 
library as a gathering place. While this concept 
would bring renewed attention to the books as 
well, it requires condensing the collection to ac-
commodate more comfortable seating, etc.  

Enter Stephen Lehmann, congregant and re-
tired reference librarian who graciously agreed 
to weed the collection. The library committee 
and I had done the easy stuff – pulling books on 
running a Jewish home from the 50’s, duplicates 
of other titles in the collection, books that were 
literally falling apart. Stephen has been looking 

at each book, considering when it was pub-
lished, whether it has been checked out and if 
so, how recently, and whether the book is still 
relevant to our collection.  He’s found books 
that were added 70 years ago and never 
checked out! Books that are weeded are do-
nated to Better World Books, which supports lit-
eracy and access to books.  

Many thanks to Stephen for all of his time and 
hard work! 

Library News 



  L’Chaim ‐ לחיים  9 

Recurring Events 
Minyan  

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Monday – Friday 

Bible Study 9:30 a.m.—Wednesday 
Shabbat Services 

6:00 p.m. Friday 
(unless otherwise noted) 

9:00 a.m. Saturday Shabbat 
 

Wednesday June 1, 2022  
4:15 PM Mispallelim Religious School 

 
Thursday, June 2, 2022  
12:00 PM Lunch n' Learn  

 

Saturday, June 4, 2022  
9:00 AM 5th & 6th grade Divrei Torah 

during services 
8:00 PM Tikkun Leyl Shavuot Service 

 

Sunday, June 5, 2022 
Shavuot 

9:00 AM Shavuot Service 
No Mispallelim Religious School 

 

Monday, June 6, 2022 
Shavuot – Office Closed 
8:00 AM Shavuot Service 
9:15 AM Yizkor Service 

 

Tuesday, June 7, 2022  
4:00 PM Mispallelim Fund Raiser at 
RITA’s in Media, PA (un l 7:00 PM) 

8:00 PM Speaking Yiddish (on Zoom) 
 

Wednesday, June 8, 2022  
4:15 PM Mispallelim Religious School 

 

Thursday, June 9, 2022  
7:00 PM Budget and Audit Mee ng 

Sunday, June 12, 2022  
9:00 AM Mispallelim Religious School 

Picnic 

Monday, June 13, 2022  
7:00 PM School Commi ee Mee ng 

 

Tuesday, June 14, 2022 
2:00 PM Blood Drive 

7:00 PM Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng 
8:00 PM Speaking Yiddish (on Zoom) 

 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 
7:00 PM Board of Directors Mee ng 

7:30 PM Congrega onal Mee ng 
 

Saturday, June 18, 2022  
9:00 AM Shabbat Services with 
Bar Mitzvah of Owen Graden 

 

Sunday, July 3, 2022  
5:30 PM LifeCenter Dinner 

 

Monday, July 4, 2022 
Independence Day—Office Closed 

 

Thursday, July 7, 2022  
12:00 PM Lunch n' Learn  

 

Monday, July 11, 2022 
7:00 PM School Commi ee Mee ng 

 

Thursday, July 14, 2022 
7:00 Pm Budget and Audit Mee ng 

 

Thursday, July 21, 2022 
7:00 PM Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng 

 

 
 

Wednesday, July 27, 2022 
6:30 PM Ohev Picnic 

 

Thursday, July 28, 2022 
7:30 PM Board of Directors Mee ng 

 

Thursday, August 4, 2022  
12:00 PM Lunch n' Learn  

 

Saturday, August 6, 2022 
8:00 PM Tisha B’Av Service 

 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 
9:00 AM Tisha B’Av Service 

 

Monday, August 8, 2022  
7:00 PM School Commi ee Mee ng 

 

Thursday, August 11, 2022  
7:00 PM Budget and Audit Mee ng 

 

Thursday, August 18, 2022  
7:00 PM Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng 

 

Thursday, August 25, 2022   
7:30 PM Board of Directors Mee ng 

 
Sunday, August 28, 2022  

9:00 AM Staff Orienta on for Religious 
School 

June, July & August Calendar 
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May Tributes 
Adult Enrichment 

• To Jerry and Norma Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin, with 
deepest sympathy from Debbie  
and Josh Buch 

 

Aid for Ukraine  

• To Jerry Dworkin and family in 
memory of Helen Renee Dworkin, 
with condolences from Nancy and 
Morris Kurtzman  

• To the Helen Dworkin Family in 
loving memory of Helen Dworkin 
from Marilyn and Mark Ha el 

• To Jerry Dworkin in memory of 
Helen Dworkin.  May your mother's 
memory forever serve you as a 
blessing from David Tabby 

 

Balin Chapel Fund 

• In honor of the good deeds done by 
Benjamin R. Balin (z”l) and in honor 
of the good deeds done by Sally K. 
Balin (z”l) from anonymous 

• In honor of the good works by Sally 
K. Balin and Benjamin R. Balin from 
Hye Yon Pyo and Kenneth P. Balin 

• In honor of the birthday of Sophia 
D. Balin from Hye Yon Pyo and 
Kenneth P. Balin 

• In memory of Rose Balin, mother of 
Benjamin R. Balin from Hye Yon 
Pyo and Kenneth P. Balin 

 

Beatrice Debellis Fund 

• In memory of Karen Ernest z/l our 
beloved and extraordinary wife, 
mother and Bubbie from your 
forever devoted family ‐ Brad, Hana, 
Rachel, Andrew and Kameron 

 

Debby Silver Camp Fund 

• To Naomi and Harvey Spector in 
memory of your beloved son, 
Andrew.  We cherish our fond 
memories of him with love from 
Paula and Larry Wallach 

• To Eunice Silver for your con nued 
recovery from Freema Nichols 
 
 
 

Donald & Ruth Levinstein 
Educa on Fund 

• To Stanley Gornish:  Wishing you a 
speedy recovery from Jodi Leshner 
and Steve Levinstein 

 

Evelyn Much Epstein 
Bernstein Fund 

• To Marsha and Larry Dworkin in 
loving memory of Helen Dworkin 
from the Dobkin Family 

 

Harriet P. & Larry J. Starer Fund 
for the Arts 

• To Marsha and Larry Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin from 
Sheri and Edward Whelpley 

 

Helping the Community Account 

• To the Helen Dworkin family in 
memory and celebra on of the life 
of Helen Long Dworkin.  May she 
Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory from 
Sco  Triple   

• To Doreen and Ross Dworkin in 
loving memory of Helen Dworkin 
from Julie and Charles Bono 

 

Joseph & Edith Godick 
Jewish History Lecture Fund 

• To Bruce Godick:  Refuah Shlaymah 
from Judy and Russ Young 

 

Netzach Fund 

• To Barbara Wissoker in honor of 
you from daughter Amy Graham 

• To Brad Ernest and family in 
memory of Norma Wolf from Amy 
and David Pollack 

• To Louis Stesis and family in 
memory of Lorna Adelman from 
Amy and David Pollack 

• To Marsha and Larry Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin from 
Amy and David Pollack 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi's Discre onary Account 

• In memory of my wife, Sandra 
Burman, from Harvey Burman 

• In honor of the yahrzeit of my 
father, Milton Kessler, from 
Daniel Kessler 

• To Rabbi Gerber in apprecia on 
from the Dworkins  

• To Norma and Jerry Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin from 
Judy and Mark Caine  

 

Simon Levin 
Torah Restora on Fund 

• To Phyllis Schapire:  Thank you for 
your generous gi  of farfel ‐ so ap‐
preciated!  Best wishes for a 
meaningful Pesach from Frances 
Sheehan and Rick Gelman  

 

Sisterhood Gi  Shop 
and Kitchen Account 

• To Lou Stesis, Sara and Manish and 
Shai Singla and Andrew Stesis in 
memory of your beloved mother‐in‐
law, grandmother and great‐
grandmother, with love from 
Missy Lowdermilk 

• To Louis Stesis and family in 
memory of Lorna Adelman, mother, 
Bubbie, great‐grandmother.  Truly 
an Eishet Chayil, from 
the Dickson Family 

 

Spring Fundraiser ‐ Dona on 

• To Joel Fein:  Congratula ons on 
your successful presidency and 
commitment to your synagogue and 
fellow congregants with best wishes 
from Jeff Fine 
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DeCHRISTOPHER BROTHERS 
(FORMERLY OF WERTHEIMER MONUMENTS) 

 
 
 
 

THE JEWISH MEMORIAL EXPERT 
 

215-638-9004 

EMAIL: IZZY@IZZYRESS.COM 

5004 HULMEVILLE ROAD, 

BENSALEM, PA 19020 

ISRAEL “IZZY” RESNICK 

Synagogue General Account 

• To the family of Helen Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin from 
Ilisa Sparkler 

• To the family of Helen Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin from Carol 
Klein and Cheri Friedman 

• To Larry Dworkin in memory of 
Helen Dworkin from Cathy Baum 

• To the family of Helen Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin from 
Meryl and Michael Cool  

• To the family of Helen Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin from Ellen 
and Sco  Furman  

• To Larry Dworkin in memory of 
Helen Dworkin from Jane and 
Ben‐Zion Friedman 

• To Marsha and Larry Dworkin and 
family in loving memory of mother, 
grandmother and great‐grandmother, 
Helen Renee Dworkin, from 
Bev Cohen  

• To Dr. Gerald Dworkin and family in 
memory of Helen Renee Dworkin from 
the Stander Family  

• To the family of Helen Dworkin in  
loving memory of Helen.  May your 
good memories ease the pain of your 
loss, with deepest condolences from 
Chantal and Jules Feinberg  

• To the family of Helen Dworkin in 
memory of Helen Dworkin, from Dave 
and Barbara Weiss  

• To Larry Dworkin in loving memory of 
Helen Dworkin from Vicky Levin and 
Joel Fein  

• To the family of Helen Dworkin in 
loving memory of Helen Renee 
Dworkin from Sherri and Abe Reich 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yahrzeit/Yizkor Account 

• In memory of my mother, Ma lda 
Citrenbaum, from Salessa Berk 

• In memory of my great‐great aunt, 
Sara Rivkeh bas Reb Shalom, from 
Rhonda Newmark‐White 

• To Harvey Friedrich in memory of 
Lillian Friedrich, with thoughts of you 
at this sad me from Missy 
Lowdermilk 

• In loving memory of father, Herman 
Waldman, from Harriet and 
Robert Madison 

• In memory of Esther Milstein from 
Harriet and Robert Madison 

May Tributes (cont.) 



Congrega on Ohev Shalom 

2 Chester Road 

Wallingford, PA 19086 

Time Sensi ve Material 

Interfaith School Supply Drive 

Ohev will be collecting school supplies to go to 
kids in Upper Darby and Chester.   

There is a box in the Ohev Lobby to drop off 
your donation or, better yet, bring them when 
you come to the Annual Picnic on July 27th! 


