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Rabbi’s Virtual Message— 
In Judaism, we frequently 
employ sign-off lines to 
conclude various things. 
When we finish one of the 
Five Books of Moses, the 
congregation rises and says 
together out loud: “Chazak, 
Chazak, v’Neet-chazeik,” 
meaning “Strength, 
strength, and may we 
continue to be 

strengthened!” At the end of the Passover 
Seder, we sing, “L’Shanah Ha-ba’ah 
Birushalayim!”, “Next year may we be in 
Jerusalem!”, and we sing that same phrase 
again at the end of the Yom Kippur Neilah 
service, along with a long t’kiah g’dolah blast 
of the shofar. 

My article this month is about a lesser-known 
sign-off, which we use when we finish a 
tractate of Talmud. (You’ll understand why in 
just another paragraph or two; I promise.) 
Whenever someone concludes the study of a 
volume of rabbinic material, written in Aramaic 
(similar to, but not the same as, Hebrew) 1,500 
years ago, and spanning several centuries, we 
declare “Hadran Alach!” This expression 
means, “We will return to you.” It’s like the 
difference between saying “Good bye” and 
“see you soon.” It is indeed the end… but just 
for now. We will meet again soon.  

To me, it represents a central value in Judaism. 
Learning does not cease. Our growth as 
individuals and as communities is not linear, but 
is instead often quite cyclical. Just because we 
finished Genesis or Leviticus, or even Yom 
Kippur or Pesach, doesn’t mean we’re done 
with them. It may seem far away, and a lot can 
happen in a year, but we, the Jewish people, 
will return again to all our holidays and sacred 
texts… no matter how long it may take. 

 

As we approach the holiday of Passover, I am 
reminded of the last two communal Seders we 
held at Ohev, and how each had to be done 
virtually. The pandemic left us no choice, and it 
was challenging and painful to feel so 
removed from one another and isolated. This 
year, we are fervently hoping that our 
Communal Second Seder will again be held in-
person (Saturday, 4/16, @ 5:30 pm). The Zoom 
line will still be open for anyone who wants to 
join virtually. I do hope, however, that enough 
people will feel comfortable to return back to 
our Wolf Auditorium, so that we can sing 
Dayeinu, hunt for the Afikoman, and engage in 
all our familiar communal Seder traditions once 
again… in-person. “Hadran Alach” - we had to 
wait a couple of years… but we have finally 
returned to you, wonderful Pesach traditions! 

There’s also a second part to that Talmudic sign
-off. After we say “Hadran Alach,” we reverse 
the phrase and add, “v’Hadrach Alan,” 
meaning “And you will return to us.” It’s like the 
famous quote by the Israeli writer, Achad Ha-
Am, who said, “As much as the Jews have kept 
Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the Jews.” When 
we commit ourselves to return to our traditions, 
the traditions keep us together as a people; 
they return the favor to us.  

So we may be good, as a people, at marking 
conclusions, but it’s perhaps in part because 
we don’t think of them as endings, per se. Just 
a pause or a hiatus - for now - but the cyclical 
nature of, well, everything means we’ll be back 
together again soon enough.  

 

Hadran Alach v’ Hadrach Alan; see you soon, 
friends.  

 
Rabbi Gerber 
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November 28th—December 6th 

The month of March is 
about contrast and 
juxtapositions. We have a 
sunny 60 degrees 
abutting 20 degrees and 
raining, and daylight 
savings time shifts our 
darkness from dusk to 
dawn.  I suppose I was in 
a juxtaposing mood 
when I attended the 
Kabbalat Hasiddur 

Shabbat this month. 

First, I should tell you how much I enjoyed the 
services that day.  Watching the incredibly cute 
but wise third grade Gimmelites recite their 
prayers and regale us with their creative D’var 
Torah was a delight.  Watching their beaming 
parents was even more so.  When the fourth 
grade Dalet class joined in to support and 
impress, more nachas was shep(ped?) across 
the sanctuary - to the point where I wondered 
who would clean it up.   Third grade teacher 
Morah Pam (Stone) did a marvelous job of 
preparing and motivating the kids for this day, 
with the help of Rabbi Miller and others.  

Now for the contrast:  Pam’s tribute to Karen 
Ernest z”l, who was so instrumental in designing 
and promoting this event over the years, was 
authentic and touching.  With the Ernest family 
present during the service, we could imagine 
their amalgamate of feelings – the joy of 
Karen’s legacy and the sadness of their loss. 
And we felt it too. 

Sitting in the pews, my mind went to another 
comparison that I could not shake.  Russia had 
just invaded Ukraine, officially, in the past week.  
As I watched the adorable and clever 
Mispallelim students go through their practiced 
parts and the smiling parents, I thought of those 
Ukrainian children whose parents would have 

loved to be in a similar place. Instead, those 
children were sheltering in subways, cowering 
in the corners of their homes, or even leaving 
the only homes they knew for a faraway, safer 
location. Given the contrast of these two 
scenarios, one right in front of me and the other 
playing like a movie in my memory from the 
evening news, the world just seemed so small 
and yet I could not get my arms around it.  
Gratitude for what we have - and fear of losing 
it - are two sides of a coin, and I try really hard 
to keep that coin facing heads up. 

 Clearly you felt this too.  Our first VP David 
Hoffman researched how our shul could help 
the situation and recognized that we could 
assist our Ukrainian brothers and sisters by 
donating to the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC), a global Jewish 
humanitarian organization.  The email was sent 
to the congregation at 8:13 p.m. on March 9th.  
By the morning of March 10th, we had raised 
almost $2700 for the cause, and donations 
were still coming in. This is the heart of 
American Jewry.  This is Ohev.  

By the time you read this I hope to have seen 
many of your faces (masked or unmasked) at 
upcoming events such as Purim, family game 
night, the Ohev 1K/5K walk/run, and of course, 
the Fein Day for Sailing.  Hopefully our world will 
get a bit larger as spring nears and we are 
liberated from many of the public health 
restrictions.  And as we pray for the day when 
“nations will beat their swords into plowshares 
… and not learn war anymore,” I am even 
more hopeful that world will be a bit safer as 
well. 

Juxtaposingly yours, 

Joel  

President’s Message— Juxta Regular Day at Ohev  
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   In our distant 
remembered past, the 
ancestors of the Jewish 
people sat together in 
small homes to share the 
first Pesach (Passover) 
meal.  This first 
celebration of Pesach 
was one full of 
uncertainty and anxiety, 
as the people 
celebrating it had not yet 

left Egypt - they ate quickly, dressed for the road 
with their bags packed and ready to go.  Even if 
they had perfect faith that they would be 
leaving Egypt in the morning, they still did not 
have a clear sense of where that road would 
lead or what they would meet along the way. 
 
At the same time, their observance of the first 
Pesach was also, in itself, a liberation from the 
restrictions of Egypt and Egyptian society.  The 
Torah notes that shepherding and the sacrifice 
of sheep was an abomination to Egyptians.  Not 
only did our ancestors sacrifice sheep in a place 
where this was a countercultural practice - they 
showed the blood of this sacrifice on the 
doorways of their houses in a public way.  
Perhaps even more importantly, they came 
together in neighborhood groups to share food, 
engaging in that most radical of anti-oppressive 
action, mutual aid.  Even though the Jewish 
people still had a lot to learn about throwing off 
the yoke of mental slavery, they were already 
beginning to rebel against it. 
 
I find myself drawn to this imagery as I write my 
April article this year, largely inspired by the 
distressing images coming out of Ukraine.  I am 
painfully aware that, as I write this in early 
March, the picture in early April may look very 
different (and, sadly, probably more dire).  But 
there is something in this moment that feels 
deeply connected to Passover, and especially 
those times in Jewish history when Jews have 
celebrated Passover under duress and 
oppression.   
 

Witnessing the resolve, creativity, and 
determination of the Ukrainian people in this 
moment is a reminder that liberation takes many 
shapes.  Ideally, for those who seek safety, it 
means a physical escape from danger.  For 
those who must stay and fight, it means taking 
up arms, even when the odds are impossible. 
And for those who have no way to get out, it 
may look like spiritual or cultural resistance - 
singing in the subway as children take shelter or 
ensuring that animals are cared for amidst a hail 
of bullets.  It may even look like providing 
captured enemy soldiers with food, tea, and 
comfort (as it has on some recorded occasions).  
At the moment, all of these forms of resistance 
are taking place against a backdrop of 
uncertainty and fear, of not knowing what the 
future will bring, but knowing that liberation (of 
any kind) demands action and some faith in the 
future. 
 
As I sit and write this in Philadelphia, hundreds of 
miles away from the disaster unfolding in 
Ukraine, I also can’t help but think that the 
liberation that we have to aim towards is the 
one ultimately promised by the ritual of opening 
the door for Elijah the Prophet at the end of the 
Seder.  Each year, we invite Elijah to come and 
announce the dawning of a new age - an age 
of peace and of freedom from hatred and 
violence.  It is an idea of the world as alien to 
our experience as the idea of freedom was to 
our ancestors in ancient Egypt, but, like them, 
we are commanded to be ready for it.  We are 
urged to imagine it, and to declare our 
allegiance to it.  This year, as we open the door 
for Elijah, perhaps we can try to envision 
ourselves preparing for (and taking action 
towards) that world with the same urgency as 
that with which our ancestors prepared for the 
Exodus, and with which each citizen of Ukraine 
now takes up the tools of resistance to save their 
own lives and the lives of their fellow citizens.   
  

Rabbi Kelilah Miller 

Education Director/Cantor  

Mispallelim — Opening the door for the liberation to come. 
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DeCHRISTOPHER BROTHERS 
(FORMERLY OF WERTHEIMER MONUMENTS) 

 
 
 
 

THE JEWISH MEMORIAL EXPERT 
 

215-638-9004 

EMAIL: IZZY@IZZYRESS.COM 

5004 HULMEVILLE ROAD, 

BENSALEM, PA 19020 

ISRAEL “IZZY” RESNICK 
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The theme for 
this year’s 
President’s Gala, 
“A Fein Day for 
Sailing,” refers to 
Joel’s hobby of -- 
you guessed it -- 
sailing! And, if 
you’re 
wondering why 

Joel is sitting on the edge of the boat (in the 
logo) playing the saxophone, it’s because in 
addition to being a sailor, Joel is also a “Fein” 
musician!   
 
As the Gala Committee gears up for the big 
event, Ellen Kornfield (EK), an editor of L’Chaim, 
asked Joel (JF) about his love of sailing and 
music 
 
EK: First, we’ll talk about sailing. How did you get 
into sailing and how long have you been a 
skipper? 
JF: My family was into powerboating when I was 
growing up, but after I took a three-day sailing 
course during a break from med school I was 
hooked. During residency, I joined the Liberty 
Sailing Club in Philly and learned how to race 
larger boats. 
 
EK: What type of sailboat do you have and 
where do you sail? 
JF: We have a 28-foot Alerion, “large daysailer” 
that we take out on the Chesapeake for hours 
(not days) at a time. Our boat’s name is 
“Paradox.” You figure it out! 
 
EK: What do you like about sailing? 
JF: The surroundings are relaxing, but the activity 
itself requires my full attention and keeps my 
mind off of all the other space-occupying items 
in my brain.   

EK: Sounds challenging AND relaxing! So, 
changing course, let’s talk about music. What 
instruments do you play and do you have a 
favorite? How long have you 
been playing and where did 
you learn to play?  
JF: I’ve played guitar since I 
was nine, when I started 
lessons, and taught myself 
how to play the saxophone 
starting at age 12. I played 
percussion ever since my 
junior high school music 
teacher let me play along during his wedding 
and bar mitzvah gigs if I worked as his “roadie.” I 
most enjoy improvising on the sax to blues and 
rock tunes. 
 
EK: Is anyone else in your family musical? 
JF: My sons are really talented musicians.  Ethan 
plays guitar and sax, Seth guitar and bass, Jay 
drums and keyboards.   
 
EK: I hear you play in a band. What type of 
music do they play? 
JF: The band is called Osler Circle 
(www.oslercircle.org).  It’s named after the 
roadway between two buildings of Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). They play all 
Beatles, all the time. Our next gig is on Sunday, 
March 27 at Ardmore Music Hall, raising money 
for CHOP.  Appropriately, ticket prices start at 
$18.  
 
EK: Nice plug! Good music for a good cause! 
I’m sure our readers would like to hear more 
about Osler Circle, but for now, we’ll “let it be.” 
 

Good Winds and Woodwinds 
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If the Gift Shop doesn’t have what you want, you can still benefit Ohev by ordering 
from 

kosherwine.com. 
 

Kosherwine.com pays Ohev 2% on all orders processed with our organization code. 
Before selecting items, look at the bottom right on their home page and click on GIVE 

BACK PROGRAM.  It will prompt you to put in a code. Our organization code is 
3881782.  

 

All orders of a case (12 bottles) or more get free shipping.  Connect with a friend to 

save on shipping if you don’t need 12 bottles. 

Ohev has a variety of kosher wines from Chardonnays to Cabernets 
so stop into the Gift Shop to pick out your wine and other 



Ohev Shalom Pesach/Passover Guide, 5782  
(Updated 03-16-22) 

Welcome to your Ohev Shalom Passover Handy-Dandy Prep Guide! I hope that the information in this packet will help 
you navigate the holiday; making sense (and lowering the stakes…) of some challenges, and enhancing and uplifting 
other traditions. Please remember, as always, that this is supposed to be a religious and spiritual celebration; enjoyment 
and satisfaction are just as important as cleanliness and precision. Try to find a balance where you are doing what you 
can, but aren’t driving yourself (or family/friends) insane. Make Pesach enjoyable and meaningful – that is your #1 prior-
ity! 

In here, you will find: 

A Basic Guide to Cleaning and Preparing for Passover………………………………………….  p. 1-2 

Helping Out in Your Community………………………………………………………………....  p. 3 

Selling & Burning Chametz and the Fast of the Firstborn……………………………………….. p. 4 

 

Guide to Cleaning and Preparing for the holiday (don’t freak out…): 

First, some general background info: ‘Passover’ and ‘Pesach’ are two names for the same holiday. Pesach is the Biblical 
name, and Passover the English translation. Most of our practices surrounding Pesach originate in the Torah, though of-
ten with a HEAVY rabbinic gloss. One of the most important rules we have about Pesach is that the Torah prohibits the 
ownership of chametz (leavened products) during Pesach. Prohibited foods include: leavened (regular ol’) bread, 
cakes, crackers, cereal, coffees containing cereal derivatives, wheat, barley, oats, rye, and all liquids containing 
grain alcohol. Therefore, we arrange for the sale of all chametz to a non-Jewish person outside our family for the week 
of Pesach. The temporary transfer, mechirat chametz, is accomplished by appointing an agent, usually the rabbi, to han-
dle the sale. This is considered a valid and legal transfer of ownership. At the end of the holiday, the agent arranges for 
the reversion of ownership of the now-permitted chametz. Rabbi Gerber is the designated agent for Ohev Shalom; 
please return the form on the 4th page of this guide (NOT page 4 of this newsletter issue), via email, to sell your 
chametz through Ohev. 
 

Since the Torah prohibits the eating of chametz during Pesach, and since many common foods contain some trace 
amount of chametz, guidance is highly recommended when shopping and preparing for Pesach. 

Please note: During the holiday itself, the smallest amount of chametz makes the whole product “chametz,” and its 
use on Pesach is prohibited. However, during the rest of the year, chametz loses its identity in a mixture of one part 
chametz and sixty parts (or more) of non-chametz.  This affords us the opportunity to differentiate between foods pur-
chased before Pesach, and those purchased during the holiday. 

What follows is a general guideline.  However, please consult Rabbi Gerber should any doubt arise. 

PERMITTED FOODS:  

A. The following foods require no Kosher le-Pesach label if purchased before or during Pesach:  Fresh fruits and 
vegetables (for legumes, see below), eggs, fresh fish, and fresh meat. 

B. The following foods require no Kosher le-Pesach label if purchased prior to Pesach:  unopened packages or con-
tainers of natural coffee without cereal additives (However, be aware that coffees produced by General Foods are not 
Kosher for Passover unless marked KP); sugar; pure tea (not herbal tea); salt (not iodized); pepper; natural spices; frozen 
fruit juices with no additives; frozen (uncooked) vegetables (see below for legumes); milk; butter; cottage cheese; cream 
cheese; ripened cheeses such as cheddar (hard), muenster (semi-soft) and Camembert (soft); frozen (uncooked) fruit 
(with no additives); baking soda. 

C. The following foods require a Kosher le-Pesach label if purchased before or during Pesach:  All baked products 
(matzah, cakes, matzah flour, farfel, matzah meal, and any products containing matzah); canned or bottled fruit juices 
(These juices are often clarified with kitniyot which are not listed among the ingredients.  However, if one knows there 
are no such agents, the juice may be purchased prior to Pesach without a Kosher le-Pesach label); canned tuna (since 
tuna, even when packed in water, has often been processed in vegetable broth and/or hydrolyzed protein--however, if it 
is known that the tuna is packed exclusively in water, without any additional ingredients or additives, it may be pur-
chased without a Kosher le-Pesach label); wine; vinegar; liquor; oils; dried fruits; candy; chocolate flavored milk; ice 
cream; yogurt; soda. 



D. The following processed foods (canned, bottled, or frozen), require a Kosher le-Pesach label if purchased dur-
ing Pesach:  milk, butter, juices, milk products, spices, coffee, tea, and fish, as well as all foods listed in Category C. 

What’s the deal with kitniyot? Many people ask me about this, so here is some information about kitniyot. Back in the 
day, Ashkenazic (Eastern European) authorities ruled that certain non-wheat foods, called kitniyot, were prohibited. 
These included: rice, corn, millet, and legumes (peanuts, beans, and most forms of peas).  However, in recent years, 
the Conservative Movement’s Committee on Jewish Law and Standards has issued rulings permitting kitniyot. Some 
Ashkenazic authorities permit, while others forbid, the use of legumes in a form other than their natural state, for exam-
ple, corn sweeteners, corn oil, soy oil.  Sephardic authorities permit the use of all of the above. Stores selling “Kosher 
for Passover” foods may indicate on certain foods, “Contains kitniyot.” Many Jews today, whether of Sephardic or Ash-
kenazic descent, have chosen to forego this entire issue, and eat all forms of non-processed kitniyot on Pesach. Rabbi 
Gerber DOES permit (and encourages) the eating of kitniyot. (Though your mother may roll her eyes…) Please make 
sure, however, that any product you purchase was not made in a facility that processes wheat, and be mindful of other 
ingredients. If you have any questions about how to deal with the issue of kitniyot, please speak with Rabbi Gerber. 

DETERGENTS: If permitted during the year, powdered & liquid detergents do not require a Pesach label. 

MEDICINE:  Since chametz binders are used in many pills, the following guidelines should be followed:  If the medi-
cine is required for life sustaining therapy, it may be used on Pesach.  If not for life sustaining therapy; some permit, 
some prohibit. Consult Rabbi Gerber. In all cases, capsules are preferable to pills. 

KASHERING UTENSILS & APPLIANCES:  The process of kashering utensils depends on how the utensils are 
used.  According to halachah, leaven can be purged from a utensil by the same process in which it was absorbed in the 
utensil (k’voleo kach poleto).  Therefore, utensils used in cooking are kashered by boiling, those used in broiling are ka-
shered by fire and heat, and those used only for cold food are kashered by rinsing.   

   A.  EARTHENWARE (china, pottery, etc.) may not be kashered.  However, fine translucent chinaware which has not 
 been used for over a year may be used if scoured and cleaned in hot water. 
   B.  METAL (wholly made of metal) UTENSILS USED IN FIRE (spit, broiler) must first be thoroughly scrubbed and 
 cleansed and then made as hot as possible.  Those used for cooking or eating (silverware, pots) must be 
 thoroughly scrubbed, cleaned, and completely immersed in boiling water.  Pots should not be used for at least 24 
 hours between cleaning and immersing in boiling water. Metal baking utensils cannot be kashered. 

C. OVENS AND RANGES:  Every part that comes in contact with food must be thoroughly scrubbed and cleaned.  
Then, oven and range should be heated as hot as possible for a half hour.  If there is a broil setting, use it.  Self-
cleaning ovens should be scrubbed and cleaned and then put through the self-cleaning cycle.  Continuous cleaning 
ovens must be kashered in the same manner as regular ovens. 

D. SMOOTHTOP ELECTRIC RANGES: They cannot be covered with foil, nor heated at a high temperature, nor 
cleaned with an abrasive cleaner. Consult with the manufacturer on how to clean the smoothtop.  At the very 
least, scrub off ALL food residue and traces of residue (as best you can), and then clean thoroughly. 

E. MICROWAVE OVENS: Should be cleaned, and then a cup of water should be placed inside.  Then the oven should 
be turned on until the water disappears.  A microwave oven that has a browning element cannot be kashered for 
Pesach. 

F. GLASSWARE: Give them a thorough scrubbing before Pesach, or putting them through a dishwasher. 
a. Glass Cookware:  After a thorough cleansing, there should be water boiled in them which will overflow the 

rim.  
b. Glass Bakeware, like metal bakeware, may not be kashered. 

G. DISHWASHER:  After not using it for a period of 24 hours, run a full (empty) cycle with detergent. 
H. ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES:  If the parts that come into contact with chametz are removable, they can be ka-

shered in the appropriate way (if metal, follow the rules for metal utensils).  If the parts are not removable, the 
appliance cannot be kashered.  (All exposed parts should be thoroughly cleaned.) 

I.  TABLES, CLOSETS, AND COUNTERS:  If used with chametz, they should be thoroughly cleaned and covered, and 
then they may be used. 

J. KITCHEN SINK:  A metal sink can be kashered by thoroughly cleaning and then pouring boiling water over it.  A 
porcelain sink should be cleaned and a sink rack used. 

K. CHAMETZ AND NON-PASSOVER UTENSILS:  Non-Passover dishes, pots and chametz whose ownership has 
been transferred, should be separated, locked up or covered, and marked in order to prevent accidental use. 

 

 

 
 



Helping Out in Your Community1 

 

 
 

1) Do you have chametz (food not permitted on Passover) that you would like to get rid of?  
Please bring it to the synagogue (kosher or non-kosher), and we will donate it to a local cause. Donations may 
be left outside either synagogue door, though PLEASE clearly label that it is for donations (and not a mysteri-
ous package about which we need to worry…). 
 
2) Making a special donation on the holiday. Mazon, the Passover League, Philabundance, and many other 
organizations desperately need monetary donations. They buy fresh fruits and vegetables for clients, and 
stretch donations into the summer (when need is greatest, because school lunch programs are dormant, and do-
nations to food pantries drop off).   
 
Would you consider a small monthly donation to the charitable non-profit of your choice? $10, $15, or $18/
month can make a real difference over the year, and it’s easy to authorize a monthly charge to a credit card or 
set up a monthly bank transfer.  Below are links to support several wonderful organizations: 
 
The Bernardine Center in Chester: http://bernardinecenter.org/bc/Donations/  
 
Chester Eastside Ministries: https://chestereastside.org/donate/ 
 
Media Food Bank: https://www.facebook.com/Media.Food.Bank/ 
 
City Team Chester: https://cityteam.org/chester/ 
 
Mazon: http://mazon.org/get-involved/sustainer-society/  
 
Philabundance: http://philadundance.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1A big “Thank you” to Fran Stier for putting together this information. 
 



THE SELLING AND BURNING OF CHAMETZ 

Congregation Ohev Shalom, Passover 5782 

 
During the Pesach holiday, Jews are not permitted to either consume or have chametz (leavened 

products) in their possession. Therefore, if one cannot dispose of all chametz before Pesach, as pre-
scribed by the Torah, arrangements should be made to formally "sell" one's chametz to someone who 
is not Jewish. In this way, the chametz is no longer legally in that person's ownership. This formal 
sale, called mechirat chametz, is legally binding, according to Jewish religious law. All such chametz 
in one's possession should be collected and placed in a spare room or closet (preferably locked). In 
addition, all chametz dishes and utensils should be stored away for the eight days of Pesach. 
 It is customary to present a donation when one participates in this ceremony of selling the 
chametz. These funds are used to help the less-fortunate during this season. Feel free to designate a 
charity for your donation; all undesignated funds that are collected will be distributed to the charities 
listed on the previous page.  By signing this form, Rabbi Gerber will act as your agent in the legal 
transfer of chametz. And, as always, the esteemed purchaser of all our chametz is Mr. Steven Smith, 
Ohev Shalom Maintenance Supervisor Extraordinaire! :-) Please return this completed form to the 
synagogue, and enclose a check of a sum of your choice (many donate $18, or multiples of $18), 
made out to one of the organizations listed above (or one you prefer). 

 
The selling of chametz will continue until 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 14th, 2022. 

 
Chametz Burning: On the morning of Friday, April 15th, we are commanded to burn the chametz. 
We will still set up a "chametz burning station" in the Ohev Shalom parking lot. If you would like to 
join us for the official ceremony, we will be burning chametz around 9:30 a.m.).  The (contained & 
monitored) fire will remain lit from 9:15-10:30 a.m., so that you may burn chametz on your own, at 
your convenience. 

 
AUTHORIZATION FOR SALE OF CHAMETZ:   

 
I, (please PRINT) ___________________________________________, hereby authorize 
Rabbi Jeremy Gerber to dispose of all chametz owned by me or anyone in my household. 
This I do in accordance with the requirements and provisions of Jewish law. 

 
Sign Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Date:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
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Last month, the Steering 
Committee confirmed 
plans for our first in-person 
event since the pandemic 
began. Please see the Re-
Membering FUSE April 24th 

in box for details, and look for the registration link 
in the weekly announcements. 

Although FUSE Steering has many committed 
volunteers, in order to move forward, we 
recognized the organization needed some 
consistent and focused talent to achieve the 
long-term mission. We are pleased to share; we 
have successfully hired an Administrative 
Assistant to support our efforts and formalize the 
infrastructure of FUSE. 

As a reminder, the following are some of the 
organizations who make up the Steering 
Committee. 

• Chester Eastside Ministries 
• Chester Peace Initiative 
• Congregation Beth Israel of Media 
• Congregation Ohev Shalom 

• MAC Group 
• Swarthmore Presbyterian Church 
• Unitarian Universalist Church of Delaware 

County 
• Wallingford Presbyterian Church 
As the world is opening up (Halleluyah), we are 
looking for volunteers for new projects. To learn 
more, please contact Bonnie Breit or Rabbi 
Gerber at fuse@ohev.net 

 
 

FUSE News 

Re‐membering FUSE ‐ 
a walking tour of Chester Past and Present 

 

Sunday, April 24th, 2022  
2:00 ‐ 5:00 pm 

We are mee ng at the MACG administra ve office, Anson 
building, 419 Edgmont Ave, Chester, PA 19013 

(corner of 5th and Edgmont) 

Come reconnect with our diverse FUSE community. Togeth‐
er we will learn about the significant historical aspects of 
the city of Chester, as well as visit and support some of the 
current thriving businesses along Chester’s main street. 

 
Look for a flyer coming in Ohev’s weekly announcements or 

email fuse@ohev.net for addi onal ques ons. 
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Sing-A-Long 
and 
Jam 

Bring your instrument to this informal 
but spirited musical get together. 

We’ll begin with song and music making 
followed by Havdallah under the stars, 
a campfire, dessert, wine and beer. 

 
Don’t play an instrument? Shy about singing? No problem! 
There will be something for everyone to enjoy… including 

marshmallows. 
 

Saturday, May 7th, 7:30‐9:30 PM 
(in the Slovak/Wimmer family backyard) 

124 Park Avenue, Swarthmore 
 

Rain date: Saturday, May 14th 

 
 

This event is free, but please RSVP to  office@ohev.net 

We need DONATIONS to make this 
a wildly successful auction! 

Please connect with us  at silentauction@ohev.net 

Looking for ideas for donations? 
How about a week at your beach house; a home cooked dinner; 

your professional services; a training session on your favorite app; a gift basket; 
crafts such as quilts, jewelry, carved wood, etc… All are welcome! 

FOR A SILENT AUCTION  

No item too big and no item too small. 
In the words of the Talmud (cit. Guilt 36, sect a): 

The more you donate to the silent auction, 
the more you love Joel. 

Thank you! 
The Silent Auction Committee 

DEADLINE APRIL 17TH! 

IT ’S  A FEIN DAY 
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April Tributes 
Ada & Jay Young 

Jewish Cultural Fund 
• To Richard Isaacs in memory of 

your mother, Barbara Isaacs.  
May her memory be for a bless-
ing, with love from Judy and 
Russ Young 

 

Alexander H. Brown 
Fund for Feeding the Hungry 

• To Marie Berstein in memory of 
your sister, Alice, from Elsa 
Wachs.  May her memory be for 
a blessing.  

 

Archives Account 
• In memory of Tillie and Sam 

Zalmanovich from Sandy Zalman 

• In loving memory of my beloved 
husband, Ben, from Sandy 
Zalman 

 

Balin Chapel Fund 
• In honor of the good deeds done 

by Benjamin R. Balin (z”l) and in 
honor of the good deeds done 
by Sally K. Balin (z”l) from anony-
mous 

• In honor of Hye Yon Pyo’s birth-
day by Kenneth P. Balin 

• In memory of father, Benjamin 
R. Balin, from Hye Yon Pyo and 
Kenneth P. Balin 

 

Beatrice Debellis Fund 
• To the Isaacs Family in memory 

of beloved mother, grandmoth-
er, and great-grandmother, Bar-
bara Isaacs.  Deepest sympathies 
on your loss with love from the 
Dickson Family  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Debby Silver Camp Fund 
• To Merle and Steven Fischer in 

memory of dear son-in-law, 
Chris Myers, from Shelly Saland  

• To Bud Berman:  Mazal tov on 
receiving the Meritorious Service 
Award from Shelly Saland 

• To Marie and Murray Berstein in 
memory of Marie's beloved sis-
ter, Alice, from Shelly Saland 

• To Marie Berstein in memory of 
your sister, Alice, from Audrey 
and Dan Parlin 

 

Donald & Ruth Levinstein 
Educa on Fund 

• To Terry Levinstein:  Wishing you 
a speedy recovery from Jodi 
Leshner and Steven Levinstein 

• To Mark Levinstein:  Wishing you 
a speedy recovery from Jodi 
Leshner and Steven Levinstein 

• To the Isaacs/Reeves Family:  
Mazal tov on the birth of daugh-
ter, Maya.  Congratula ons to 
the en re Isaacs family from Jodi 
Leshner and Steve Levinstein 

• To Leslie and Rich Isaacs in lov-
ing memory of mother, Barbara 
Isaacs.  May her memory be a 
blessing from Jodi Leshner and 
Steve Levinstein  

 

Helping the Community Account 
• To Joel Fein:  Thanks so very 

much for your generosity of 
me, spirit, and wisdom in 

speaking at Beth Am Israel on 
Gun Violence as a Public Health 
Issue from Tali Perlman 

• To Leslie and Richard Isaacs in 
memory of Barbara Issacs.  We 
are so sorry for your loss from 
Susan Weil and Michael 
Adesman 

 
 
 

Netzach Fund 
• To Rich Isaacs in memory of 

Barbara Isaacs from Amy and 
David Pollack 

• To Tammie, Seth and Kaya Block 
in memory of Gloria Block from 
Amy and David Pollack 

 

Simon Levin 
Torah Restora on Fund 

• To Juliet Spitzer in memory of 
your father, Dr. John Spitzer, 
from Elsa Wachs.  May his 
memory be for a blessing. 

 

Sisterhood Gi  Shop and 
Kitchen Account 

• To Leslie and Richard and the 
en re Isaacs family in memory 
of Barbara Isaacs with deepest 
sympathy from Linda and Sco  
Ackerman 

• To Bev and Randy Dickson in 
gra tude for your help when I 
desperately needed it, with 
many thanks from Carolyn Rosen 

 

Synagogue General Account 
• To Jason Snyder:  Praying for 

your speedy recovery from 
Marie Wardynski 

• To Tammie, Seth and Kaya Block 
in memory of your Mom and 
Grandmom, Gloria.  She guided 
me when I made my sons' talli-
tot.  I will always think of her 
when I look at them, with sin-
cerest condolences from Beverly 
Dickson 

 

Yahrzeit/Yizkor Account 
• In memory of my father, Harry 

Schwartz, from Pearl Wallach 

• In memory of Sandra Burman 
from Harvey Burman 

• In honor of my father, Ralph 
Paul, from Elaine Pilshaw 
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Recurring Events 
Minyan  

9:00 a.m. Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Monday – Friday 

Bible Study 9:30 a.m.—Wednesday 
Shabbat Services 

6:00 p.m. Friday 
(unless otherwise noted) 

9:00 a.m. Saturday Shabbat 
 

Friday, April 1, 2022  
3:00 PM Service at Plush Mills 

 

Sunday, April 3, 2022  
8:30 AM Registra on for 5K Race 

9:00 AM Mispallelim Religious School 
9:30 AM Fein Day 5K Race. 

11:00 AM Bereavement Group via Zoom 
 

Monday, April 4, 2022  
7:30 PM MT: Reading Hebrew 

 

Wednesday, April 6, 2022  
4:15 PM Mispallelim Religious School 

 

Thursday, April 7, 2022  
12:00 PM Lunch n' Learn  

 

Sunday, April 10, 2022  
9:00 AM NO Mispallelim Religious 

School 
9:15 AM Men's Club Mee ng 

11:00 AM Bereavement Group 
 

Monday, April 11, 2022  
7:00 PM School Commi ee Mee ng 

7:30 PM MT: Reading Hebrew 
 

Wednesday, April 13, 2022  
4:15 PM NO Mispallelim Religious 

School 
7:00 PM AE: Haggadah Collec on of 

Rabbi Gerber 
 

Thursday, April 14, 2022  
7:00 PM Budget and Audit Mee ng 

 

Friday, April 15, 2022 – Erev Pesach 
9:00 AM Chametz Burning 

 

Saturday, April 16, 2022 ‐ Pesach  
5:30 PM Second Night Seder  

 

Sunday, April 17, 2022  
Pesach 

9:00 AM NO Mispallelim Religious 
School 

9:00 AM Pesach Services 
 

Wednesday, April 20, 2022  
4:15 PM NO Mispallelim Religious 

School 
 

Thursday, April 21, 2022  
7:00 PM Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng 

 

Saturday, April 23, 2022  
10:30 AM Yizkor Service 

 

Sunday, April 24, 2022 
9:00 AM Mispallelim Religious School 

9:00 AM Pesach Services 
2:00 PM – Remembering FUSE 

 

Monday, April 25, 2022  
7:30 PM MT: Reading Hebrew 

 

Wednesday, April 27, 2022  
4:15 PM Mispallelim Religious School 

7:00 PM Yom Ha Shoah Program 
 

Thursday, April 28, 2022  ‐ Yom 
HaShoah 

7:30 PM Board of Directors Mee ng 
 

Saturday, April 30, 2022 ‐  Los ce 
Shabbat 

9:00 AM Los ce Shabbat Services  

April Calendar 

The Editors of L'Chaim 
wish to thank 
Bev Dickson, 

Amy Graham and 
Madelon Sheff 
for their help 

proofreading each issue 
of L'Chaim. 



Congrega on Ohev Shalom 

2 Chester Road 

Wallingford, PA 19086 

Time Sensi ve Material 

For informa on visit 
www.ohev.net 

and click on 
ShopWithScrip 

*Located under “What’s New” 
On the right hand side of homepage. 

ShopWithScrip! 
IT’S EASY! 


