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2  June 2020 

Rabbi’s Message – Taking Stock and Zooming Ahead 
 What’s gonna 
happen? What will the 
summer look like, or the fall, 
or all of next year??? There 
are so many questions right 
now, and not a whole lot of 
answers. We speculate, 
sure. We process with one 
another, and we share all 
the things we’ve heard 
others say or seen talking-

heads discuss on the news. But at the end of the 
day (or the school year), we don’t know what 
lies ahead or how we will handle it. Personally, 
one practice that helps me look at our situation 
with perspective, patience, and even a 
modicum of gratitude, is looking back and 
taking stock. 
  We’ve had a turbulent year at Ohev 
Shalom. Last summer was very challenging for 
us; certainly for me as an individual, but I think 
for many in the congregation as well. Then we 
had a year of celebrations, the Centennial, 
some terrific events, our Ohev Players’ 
performance of The Music Man, a dynamic 
Strategic Plan, and more; all of which led many 
people to feel that our community was strong, 
resilient, and vibrant again... only to have 
everything grind to an abrupt halt because of 
the coronavirus. So much feels unfinished and 
interrupted, and it will be hard to regain 
momentum when we’re able (please God, 
soon!) to venture back into communal spaces. 
  But ultimately, one thing we can - and 
must - do right now is take stock. We are still 
here. And our congregation is alive-and-well 
over Zoom, as well as on Facebook, over e-mail, 
phone messages, and via text. Last month, in 
May, we held a service for ten fantastic 
congregants who celebrated their Adult B’not 
Mitzvah together, followed by back-to-back Bar 
and Bat Mitzvah weekends, all over Zoom, and 

we estimate that around 1,000 people tuned in 
to our services across those three weekends!! 
We can do this, my friends. We can get through 
anything and everything that may be thrown at 
us, because we have each other. 
  This situation is strange. It is un-
precedented, it is scary, and there are so very 
many unknowns. All of that is true. But this 
pandemic also forces us to reconfigure our 
priorities. Of course we miss baseball and 
concerts and haircuts and so much else while 
we’re quarantined in our homes… and yet, 
when we think about what REALLY matters in 
life, we are OK. We have shelter, food, 
healthcare, the ability to communicate with 
one another… and - thank the Lord - we also 
have our smartphones! :-) And if you do NOT 
have any of those essential components right 
now; please, please be in touch! You are not 
alone, and we can absolutely be there for you 
too! We can get through a pandemic and an 
economic recession, and we can rebuild.  
  So as one year of Ohev programming 
ends - perhaps the strangest year ANY of us can 
remember - we already begin to look and plan 
ahead. Another year will be beginning soon. It 
will likely still be weird and full of regulations and 
distancing. But we also give thanks that we 
have each other. We have our community, and 
we have hope, ruach, enthusiasm, merriment, 
spirituality, joy and a really hard-working Zoom 
account! 
  
Sending blessings and well-wishes to you all, 
  
Rabbi Gerber 
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President’s Message 
This is community….. 
 
 I feel like I’ve said this SO many times 
over the past two years. When we came 
together to mourn the victims of the shooting in 
Pittsburgh. When I had the time of my life at the 
President’s Ball. When we as a congregation 
had some of the hardest conversations we have 
ever had. When so many people came to 
support me and my family at the funeral and 
shiva for my father. When Rabbi Gerber hand-
delivered prayerbooks to people’s homes. And 
today, when I watched 10 amazing women, 
who had worked so hard for the past 16 months, 
rise up to the challenge of not only becoming 
B’not Mitzvah, but doing so over Zoom in the 
midst of a pandemic, with close to 300 people 
“in attendance” to cheer them on. All of these 
are examples of what makes me so proud to be 
a member of Ohev Shalom, and what has 
made it such an honor to be your president for 
the past two years.  
 So many things have been delayed this 
year, but they have not been forgotten. The 
finale of our centennial celebration will happen 
(God willing) next June. The rededication of our 
Loštice torah will be scheduled for a time when 
we are able to physically read from it. And we 
are rescheduling the Hall of Fame induction of 
Bev Dickson, Bruce Godick, and Rainer Laub (of 
blessed memory).  
 But we have made other commitments 
as well. Despite the obstacles thrown in their 
way, the Strategic Planning Committee has 
continued their work, and hopes to present their 
final report to the Board of Directors in June. The 
committee’s findings and recommendations will 
be discussed in the coming months. 
 The Board also made a promise to the 
congregation to follow through on the action 
plan approved by the Board last summer. In 
March and April, the Board approved a unique 
Ethics & Compliance Program and 
accompanying acknowledgement form for 
clergy, staff, office volunteers, and leadership. 
The program and form will be shared with the 

congregation in advance 
of the congregational 
meeting this month, and 
David Hoffman will present 
the program at the 
meeting. 
 And speaking of 
which … I hope that you 
will all attend the 
Congregational Meeting 
on Thursday, June 18th at 
7:30 p.m. via Zoom as we 
approve the budget for the coming year and 
approve our slate of officers and members of 
the Board. I have many people to thank, so I 
hope you’ll attend the meeting to 
acknowledge them as well. For now I will say 
this: I never could have gotten through my 
presidency without the support of this 
congregation. Thank you to every person who 
took the time to share your observations, 
thoughts, concerns, and ideas with me. 
Whether it was a compliment or criticism, a 
suggestion of something new, or a comment on 
something already established, every 
interaction provided me with perspective and 
helped to shape my thinking.  
 As I pass the gavel to Joel Fein, please 
know that you will be in excellent hands with 
Joel coming in as President, and David Hoffman 
and Susan Cherner as Vice Presidents, along 
with nominated 3rd Vice President Sarah 
Goncher. Each one of them cares deeply 
about our community and brings knowledge 
born of experience to the table. 
  
I wish you all a final Kol tuv – all the best, 
 
Amy 
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 My dearest Mispallelim community, it is 
always interesting to write these articles a month 
ahead, not necessarily knowing what may happen 
in the weeks before the next edition of L’Chaim 
comes out. This time, I feel particularly odd trying 
to write something that will be meaningful and 
relevant at the beginning of June! Our lives have 
become unpredictable in ways that we could 
have never, well….predicted. But I am finding that 
the challenge of writing this L’Chaim article has me 
focusing on the things that haven’t changed - the 
things that ground us and bind us together as a 
community, whether or not we are able to be 
together in person. 
 One of those things is gratitude - in Hebrew, 
Hakarat HaTov (recognizing the good).  
Appropriately, Hakarat HaTov is the final values 
theme of our Mispallelim year. Beyond that, 
gratitude has been a touchstone of our morning 
tefilah (prayer) practice on Sunday mornings - in 
person and on Zoom. Every time we gather on 
Sunday, we sing the prayer “Modeh/Modah Ani,” 
which expresses thanks for being given the gift of a 
new day. We use that moment to share our own 
personal reasons for gratitude as well, and I am 
always so touched by how many of our students 
share that they are thankful for their parents, their 
teachers, and their siblings. During the past month, 
in particular, I have found it profoundly meaningful 
and grounding to share this spiritual practice with 
the youngest members of our community. 
 So I would like to extend my gratitude 
practice to this space in the L’Chaim this month 
before we take a break for the summer: 
 
 I am grateful for the students - for their 
resilience, their insight, and their flexibility as we 
have transitioned to online learning and physical 
distancing. I am grateful for the ability to see their 
faces and hear their voices, and for the 
opportunity to continue to be a part of their Jewish 
growth. 
 I am grateful for the teachers - for their 
willingness to try new things, their commitment to 
the work, and their caring for one another. We 
really formed a community of practice this year, 
and I have been so gratified by the values-based 
and relationship-based approach we have been 
able to take as a team. I want to say a special 
thank you to Elissa Ben-Eli and Rabbi Yaakov 

Stolberg, who will be moving on to new 
adventures in the coming year. You will be sorely 
missed! 
 I am grateful for the parents - for their 
ongoing efforts to keep everything in balance 
while preserving a sense of security and 
connection for their families. I am particularly 
grateful for all of the ways - large and small - that 
parents and grandparents have been working to 
keep Jewish life and learning in the mix. Parenting 
in this moment is so very challenging, and I am 
sending an extra measure of love and 
encouragement to everyone who is out there 
doing their best. 
 I am grateful for Ohev’s leadership - for their 
commitment to supporting Mispallelim during the 
pandemic. I have really felt supported and 
encouraged throughout this time, and it has 
become clear to me, once again, how much our 
community values the work (and play) of Jewish 
learning. I am so very grateful for the School 
Committee, and for the excellent (and sometimes 
passionate!) conversations we have had over the 
past year - our program is so much better because 
of their input. Many thanks to Heather Cole, who 
has led that committee for the last two years, and 
to Susan Cherner, who has provided oversight, 
good counsel, and encouragement. Thanks also 
to Karen Simon, who will be chairing the School 
Committee starting in July! 
 I am grateful for all of the parent volunteers 
- for those who went out to buy snacks, for those 
who volunteered to staff craft tables, to bake 
hamantaschen, to chaperone trips, to be drivers, 
to substitute teach, and to help out with in-class 
crafts and activities. You make it possible to dream 
big. Special heartfelt thanks to Bonnie Friedman, 
for her heroic efforts in recruiting volunteers and 
planning some of our most special programs this 
year. 
 
 In gratitude, I am signing off from L’Chaim 
until September!  I sincerely hope to see you in 
person soon, but if that is not safe to do, I will be 
thrilled to see you in “Zoom-land” over the 
summer.  
  
Rabbi Kelilah Miller  
Cantor and Education Director   
Congregation Ohev Shalom  

Mispallelim — Hakarat HaTov - Recognizing the Good 
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Melvin Rudman 
Memorial Scholarship 

 
 Applications are now being accepted for the Melvin Rudman Memorial Scholarship. The 
purpose of this fund is to provide scholarship money to any college or post-graduate student or 
students up to and including the age of 26 at the time of application who are dependent 
children of members in good standing of Congregation Ohev Shalom, and who have completed 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah. Those students wishing to pursue a career in accounting or business will be 
given first preference. 
 The deadline for applications is August 31 for the most recently completed school year. 
The application should consist of a letter stating the above qualifications, a copy of appropriate 
college transcripts and any other information the student deems appropriate.  
 Applications can be mailed to the Melvin Rudman Scholarship Fund, care of 
Congregation Ohev Shalom or by email to exec@ohev.net. 
 
 

For more information, contact Missy Lowdermilk at 610.874.1465  
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Sisterhood Scoop 
 

 It’s hard to believe we are at the end of another year. When 
we sat down to plan the year, if you told us it would end the way it 
did, we’d never have believed you. As this is the end of both of our 
tenures as Co-Presidents of Sisterhood, we had hoped that we’d be 
able to say thank you and celebrate the end of our year together 
at a fun dinner. There’s a well-known Yiddish proverb about 
planning that might be apropos if we weren’t all dealing with such 
a serious and sobering situation. 

 
 It’s not ideal, but we are leaving without a new President to step up. Over the next several 
months we will work to coordinate volunteers who are interested in running a social event so that 
Sisterhood can continue to meet next year if social distancing rules relax. Fortunately, we’ve had 
multiple people step in this way. We know there is a lot of uncertainty right now, but if you are 
looking for a way to connect with others, give back to the Ohev Community, and make Sisterhood 
your own, please come talk to one of us. Find a friend and do it together! 
 
 So, we’ll end our year with just saying how much we have enjoyed leading Sisterhood these 
past years (4 for Taryn, 2 for Bonnie). Together, with all of our members, we planned, baked, 
barbequed, painted, bingo’d, brunched, packed, schmoozed, fundraised, prayed, and bazaar’d.  
We have formed special bonds with women we respect, admire, and hold dear.  
 
 We wish you all health, safety, and peace.  We hope to see you all in person very soon! 
 
B’Shalom, 
Taryn & Bonnie 
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 Clearly, today’s world is different than even the world we knew earlier this year! After 
cancelling our March and April Conversations, FUSE planned and held our May 18th Courageous 
Conversation via Zoom. Recognizing our synagogue members are all now quite familiar with the 
platform, we were pleased with the FUSEr’s response to the new way to get together. 
 Our Annual Celebratory Picnic will not happen at Chester Park, BUT we are holding the final 
Year End  FUSE Conversation via Zoom on Wednesday, June 17th! Yes, that is a different day for 
FUSE. We moved to Wednesday to enable Ohevites to attend both the FUSE Conversation and the 
Annual Ohev Congregational Meeting, the next night, June 18th. Look for details in the weekly 
announcements. Registration will be required for all FUSE Conversation Zoom events. 
 We hope to continue to engage and support our community members in as many ways as 
we can, and have decided to return to holding monthly meetings starting in September. At the 
moment, these will be VIRTUAL. When the time is right, FUSE will create some sort of meetings with 
in-person connections, and embrace whatever becomes the “New Normal.” 
 As always, FUSE is grateful for the ongoing support of Ohev Shalom and the Netzach Grant.  
To learn more, please contact Bonnie Breit or Rabbi Gerber at FUSE@ohev.net. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

It’s Never Too Late to Celebrate… 
 
 After extensive and thoughtful discussions with Ohev leadership, the Tri-Chairs are pleased to 
announce Ohev@100 will become Ohev@101! 
  
 While we are not sure exactly what will happen over the next year, we do know our 
synagogue’s milestone of achieving a Centennial is too important to be stymied by an evil virus!  
 
 Having met our financial targets for these during the past year, next year’s event costs will be 
covered by our very generous sponsors! Everyone will be invited to share in Ohev@101! 
 
 So mark your calendars for the Sanctuary Rededication on Saturday, June 5, 2021 and then, 
the BIG CenTENTial Event on Sunday, June 6, 2021. 
 
Let’s Create the Future Together!   
Bonnie, Ben and Bruce  
Tri-Chairs 
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Congratulations to the Adult B’Not Mitzvah Class of 2020! 

Top Row: Rabbi Jeremy Gerber, Sherry Zigon, Vicky Levin, Inge Winer, Hope Budner Brown 

Middle: Joy McNeill 

Bo om Row: Jodi Leshner, Beverly Dickson, Tammy Finsterbusch, Cathy Baum, Lisa Gardner  
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Bruce & Jannette Axelrod 

215-843-2292 
215-843-3904 
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Ada & Jay Young  
Jewish Cultural Fund   

�� To Cathy Gordon in memory 
of Jay Gordon from Brenda 
and Arnold Steinman 

 

Archives Account 
�� In loving memory of Milton 

Kessler from Daniel Kessler 
 

Bowman‐Finkelstein Rabbi 
Endowment Fund 

�� To Rabbi Gerber in thanks.  
I will miss our wonderful 
B'nai Mitzvah class from 
Inge Winer  

 

Debby Silver Camp Fund 
�� To Bonnie Tuft in memory of 

Rick. Just heard about this 
and am so sorry for your 
loss. May his memory be for 
a blessing from Mona and 
Bernard Berman 

�� To Marie and Murray 
Berstein in memory of Joan 
Berstein from Paula and 
Larry Wallach 

 

Jerry & Janet Stern Rosset Fund 
�� In memory of Janet and 

Jerry Rosset from Donna 
and Cliff Cohen 

 

Joseph & Edith Godick  
Jewish History Lecture Fund 

�� To Al Brothers in memory of 
Lois Brothers from Brenda 
and Arnold Steinman 

Netzach Fund 
�� To Rebecca and Steve 

Reuben in memory of 
Rebecca's Grandmother, 
Phyllis Amsterdam, from 
Amy and David Pollack  

�� To Joanne Green and Barry 
Gross in memory of Dr. 
Alvin L. Green from Amy 
and David Pollack 

 

Rabbi's Discre onary Account 
�� To Rabbi Gerber in thanks 

from Inge Winer 
�� To Rabbi Gerber in thanks 

for his comforting support in 
our time of need from the 
Wissoker Family 

 

School Tribute Account 
�� To Rabbi Miller in thanks 

from Inge Winer 
 

Synagogue General Account 
�� To Hope and Gordon Brown:  

Mazal tov on the birth of 
your new granddaughter 
from Inge Winer  

�� To Jessica Troy in memory 
of Jessica's stepfather from 
Missy Lowdermilk 

�� To Marie Berstein in 
memory of Marie's brother 
from Elsa Wachs 

�� To Jerry Berstein and 
family in memory of Joan 
Berstein from Janet and 
Martin Herring  

 

 

Yahrzeit/Yizkor Account 
�� In loving memory of Isadore 

Ziff, Bertha Ziff and Libby 
Golub from Carole Golub 
and Ron Stern 

�� In memory of Gussie 
Schulman from Stephanie 
Klein, David Landau and 
daughters 

�� In memory of Harry 
Schwartz from Pearl 
Wallach 

April Tributes 
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Recurring Events 

Minyan  
9:00 a.m. Sunday 

8:00 a.m. Monday – Friday 
Bible Study 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesday 
Shabbat Services 
6:00 p.m. Friday  

(unless otherwise noted) 
9:00 a.m. Saturday Shabbat 

 
 

June 
 

June 1 
Registration for Mispallelim  

2020-2021 Opens 
 

June 3 
4:15 p.m. Torah Story Time 

 
June 4 

12:00 p.m. Lunch n' Learn  
 

June 7 
9:00 a.m. Final Mispallelim  

Religious School 
 

June 8 
7:00 p.m. Federation's Report to 

the Community 
 
 

7:30 p.m. School Committee   
Meeting 

 
June 9 

7:00 p.m. Budget & Audit  
      Meeting 

 
June 11 

7:00 p.m.   Executive Committee 
Meeting 

 
June 16 

2:00 p.m.  Blood Drive 
 

June 17 
6:00 p.m.  FUSE Virtual  

Courageous Conversation 
 

June 18 
7:00 p.m. Board of Directors 

Meeting 
7:30 p.m. Annual  

Congregational Meeting 
 

June 24 
7:30 p.m. Ritual Committee 

Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 
 

July 2 
12:00 p.m. Lunch n' Learn  

 
July 5 

5:30 p.m LifeCenter Dinner 
 

July 9 
7:00 p.m. Budget and Audit 

Meeting 
 

July13 
7:30 p.m. School Committee   

Meeting 
 

July 16 
7:00 p.m. Executive Committee             
      Meeting 

July 22  
5:00 p.m. Congregational  

Annual Picnic 
 

July 23 
7:30 p.m. Board of Directors     
       Meeting 

 
July 29 

Erev Tisha B'Av 
8:00 p.m.  Eicha Reading 

June/July Save The Date 
All activities via remote conferencing 


