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President’s Message 
 May/June 2017 was a sad 
month for the congregation. 
Eight deaths touched our 
congregation, among them 5 
longtime congregants, including 
two siblings, the mother of one 
congregant, and sons of two 
others. The greater community 

lost one of its great teachers – the man who 
literally built the Wallingford-Swarthmore music 
program.  
 In the Jewish tradition, burial is followed by 
a period called “shiva”, from the Hebrew word 
“shivah”, meaning seven – the number of days 
that it is traditional to sit in deep mourning. Local 
practice tends to be anywhere from one to three 
days. It is a time when people come to visit the 
bereaved to comfort them and to make sure that 
there are ten Jews in attendance for a brief 
service so that the mourner can recite the 
Mourner’s Kaddish. It was a wise choice by the 
rabbis of old to require ten people (men at that 
time) – it ensures that the mourners are 
surrounded by community and supported during 
such a difficult time. 
 Many years ago, my parents were in town 
for a visit, and I needed to pay a shiva call to 
close friends. My Dad, a former synagogue 
president himself, offered to come along. The 
house was overflowing with people and he stood 
with me and listened as family members and 
friends spoke fondly about the family matriarch 
who had died too young. Eventually we made 
our way to her husband. I introduced my Dad to 
him and then listened to my Dad as he told my 
friend how he’d heard so many stories about how 
the wife was a wonderful person. You would 
never have known that my father had never met 
her. When we left, I commented on how 
impressed I was with his “shiva skills.” I often found 
myself at a loss for words at such times, and still do 
sometimes.  He said that unfortunately, as 
President, he’d had lots of practice.  
 Which brings me back to that month in 

2017. I went to the funeral or shiva minyan for 
most of those people. None of the deceased 
were people that I knew or knew well, anyway. 
When I walked in, I didn’t know them, but by the 
time I left, I felt like I did. Between the eulogies 
and the family reflections, I “met” some wonderful 
people. And once again, I was struck by the 
wisdom of gathering people together for the 
mourners, seeing the comfort that the hugs and 
the telling of stories can bring.  
 December 2018 was another tough month 
for our congregation - four congregant families 
lost a loved one over a two-week period. 
Although working full time now makes it harder for 
me to attend every funeral, I was able to attend 
two of them and the shivas. This time, it was a 
tradition at the cemetery that struck me. When 
the service is completed, the assembled are 
asked to form two lines facing each other so that 
the mourners may walk between them. Words of 
consolation "HaMakom yenachem etchem 
b'toch she'ar avalei Tzyion V'Yirushalayim - May 
God console you with all who mourn in the midst 
of the Gates of Zion and Jerusalem" are spoken, 
hugs are given, hands are squeezed. Once 
again, it is the power of community supporting 
the grieving family as they begin their time of 
mourning.   
It is often said that funerals and shiva are for the 
living, not the dead. When a death is announced, 
I encourage you to consider attending the funeral 
or a shiva service if you are able. It doesn’t matter 
whether you knew the deceased, or whether you 
are friends with the mourners. Don’t worry if you’re 
not sure exactly what to say, it is your presence 
that matters. You are performing a mitzvah by 
helping to ensure that there is a minyan, and by 
listening to the mourners as they share stories of 
the family member they lost. And if you didn’t 
know the deceased before you came, I can 
promise you that you will by the time you leave.  
 
Kol tuv (All the best), 
Amy 
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Rabbi’s Message – Expanding the Meaning of “Us” 
  
 
 I want to add a 
Hebrew word to our 
vocabulary. I know there are 
already a lot of Hebrew 
concepts and phrases that 
are challenging to keep 
track of, so adding one 
more isn’t great, but let’s 
give it a shot anyway. Over 
the last few years, we’ve 

done a lot of work together, as a community, to 
be more inclusive of interfaith families, of the 
LGBTQ community, and of other cultural, 
religious, and racial groups. In Hebrew, we 
might say that we’ve been really emphasizing 
the value of Kiruv (pronounced “KEY-roov”). 
 Kiruv comes from the word “Karov,” 
which means “to be close.” It is, in essence, the 
Hebrew word for “Inclusion.” What I like about 
the Hebrew word Kiruv, is that it reminds us that 
we have to get close to one another. We have 
to let others in, be vulnerable ourselves, and 
really change and shift our mindset to make 
room for another. We’re not just trying to absorb 
someone else into our homogenous, melting-
pot-of-a-community, so that they too will adopt 
our values. Instead, we are trying to expand our 
capacity as a congregation, to make room for 
everyone’s needs, priorities, hopes, and 
expectations. 
 Among many other things, February is 
Jewish Disability Awareness, Acceptance, and 
Inclusion Month (JDAIM). This year, on the 
weekend of February 22nd and 23rd, we are 
going to spend some time examining our own 
Kiruv when it comes to our inclusion of people 
with disabilities. We do aspire to make our 
synagogue accessible and open, with a lift to 
help everyone ascend the bimah, a rear 
entrance that accommodates wheelchairs, 
and a sound system that assists those with 
hearing impairments. What more can we do? 
Well, for one thing, we can ask ourselves the 
question: “What more can we do?”!! 
  
 

 
 
 I know that I want to dedicate our Friday 
evening Shabbat B’Yachad service to this topic,  
and our D’var Torah on Saturday morning as 
well. More than that, I’m not sure. Will you be 
part of this conversation? And this planning 
process? If this topic resonates with you – 
whatever you interpret that to mean – please 
be in touch with me in the next couple of 
weeks.  
 Kiruv is a central Jewish value, and Ohev 
Shalom already aspires to make all who enter 
the doors at 2 Chester Road feel included, seen, 
and important. One way that we continue to 
embody this core principal is to repeatedly ask 
ourselves how we can do more. How can we 
bring more people closer, creating a spirit of 
inclusion and welcoming that endures and 
expands?  
 I cannot answer this question alone. In 
fact, if you look back up at that acronym for this 
month of Disability Inclusion, it’s almost the 
whole word “Judaism.” It’s just missing two 
letters, which happen to be the two letters this 
project needs most – US. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rabbi Gerber 
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 It may seem funny to be talking about 
Purim so early - after all, the holiday itself is still a 
month and a half away! But I am so excited to 
announce that Mispalllim is working on a 
Purimshpiel this year, with the wonderful support 
of Mispal parent/playwright Rebecca Reuben 
and third grade teacher Karen Ernest. Students 
in the Purimshpiel elective have been working 
on their performance since the beginning of 
January - honing their skills and timing, working 
on costumes and sound effects, and preparing 
to perform something special. 
 I have always enjoyed a good 
Purimshpiel (as a kid, I routinely made an entry 
in my synagogue’s kid shpiel lineup) — I think 
that we all need an opportunity for some 
silliness and satire at least once a year!, but it 
was not until I served as the Hillel Rabbi at 
Swarthmore College that I really came to 
appreciate the history and meaning of this 
weird art form. As some of you may know, 
Swarthmore students have a tendency towards 
the serious  — it is in the culture of the college to 
want to have as much background as possible, 
to want to think things through independently, 
and to create in an original way. And so, the 
Jewish student group at Swarthmore naturally 
wanted to be quite serious about preparing 
their Purimshpiel (which I thought was a bit 
funny!). They invited me to be their dramaturg. I 
had never even heard that term before they 

honored me with the title, and I was both 
daunted and excited to learn that part of the 
work of a dramaturg is to research the genre of 
the play, and to advise on cultural and 
historical issues.  
 I learned some really interesting things as 
part of this assignment that the students gave 
me, but perhaps the most enlightening was 
that, since the 16th century, Purimshpiels have 
included some elements of the surrounding 
“pop culture” - whether it was German folk 
plays, local clown and bard shows, or European 
mummery (no, Philly didn’t invent mummers!).  
Purim has, for centuries, been a mash-up of 
Jewish and secular culture. I was also 
fascinated to learn that, since its earliest days, 
written Purimshpiels would often reverse 
expectations - Mordechai could be a buffoon, 
and Haman could be a tragic figure. Everything 
was fair game (but only on Purim!). 
 As you will see when you come to the 
Mispallelim Purimshpiel on Purim night this year, 
we are keeping this tradition alive and well —
our kids are putting on a genre-busting, 
unexpected, and funny production!  Many 
thanks to all who are working on making this a 
reality, and I am looking forward to seeing you 
there! 
 
Rabbi Kelilah Miller 
 

Mispallelim—More than just a silly play! 
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 February is a 
quiet month for 
sisterhood…in some 
ways it’s “the calm 
before the storm” as 
we gear up for Purim. 

This month we’ll have our annual Sisterhood & 
Men’s Club Shabbat and kiddush luncheon on 
February 2 and our Coffee Catch-Up on 
February 10 in the Reception Room.  We hope 
that you join us. 
 Believe it or not, at about this time we 
start to do some planning for the upcoming 
year. While we definitely start thinking about 
what kinds of activities our members would 
enjoy, we also must work out a budget.   
 When you get your statement from Ohev 
each summer, you are asked if you wish to join 
Sisterhood.  When you say “yes” and pay the 
$45 fee (works out to just under $4 per month), 
you are saying “yes” to a variety of free or 
reduced-fee activities that we organize each 
year. But you are also saying yes to helping us 
give back to the larger community. Yes, some 
of our fees are used to fund our activities. A 
small amount of our member fees goes to the 
Women’s League of Conservative Judaism 
(WLCJ), of which our Sisterhood is a member 
organization. (WLCJ provides planning services 
to our Sisterhood, organizes social activities, and 
fundraises to provide Rabbinic scholarships via 
the Torah Fund, which we hope to resurrect 
next year.) Some are saved to build up reserves 

for capital improvements, like renovating the 
women’s bathroom (more to come on that!).  
And, yes, some of those fees go to fund our 
financial obligation to Ohev.  
 What is our financial obligation? The 
Sisterhood commits each year to giving $6,200 
to the Ohev general budget. So, we do things 
like sell the High Holiday cards each year. Some 
activities, like the Directory fundraising, are 
nearly break-even activities for us. Other 
activities, such as the Purim Carnival, 
Hamantaschen baking and shalach manot 
have traditionally been running in the red, but 
we plan for that because Purim activities are 
important to community building and goodwill.  
It’s important to note that we do not factor Gift 
Shop profits in to our obligation.  Sisterhood has 
been able to give back an additional $2,000 - 
$5,000 yearly due to our amazing team of 
volunteers at the Gift Shop. 
 Frankly, our membership rate is currently 
running at about 50% of all eligible women at 
Ohev. But, It’s never too late to become a 
member of Sisterhood. At any time, you can 
call the office or tell one of us that you wish to 
join. We invite you to join us and be a part of 
our community that gives back to Ohev and 
that works hard to foster camaraderie and 
connection. 
 
B’Shalom, 
Taryn and Bonnie 
 

Sisterhood Scoop 

Ohev Shalom Offers  
the Following Scholarships 

 
 Warwick Fund: provides supplemental 

funding for teens of Ohev Congregants 
traveling to Israel in 2019.   

  Debby Silver Fund: provides funding for 
children to attend Jewish summer 
overnight camp.   

  Ada and Jay Young Jewish Cultural 
Educational Fund: provides funding to stu-
dents 18 and younger planning to 
attend Camp Ramah or travel to Israel. 

  

  Philip and Shirley J. Daley Endowment 
Fund Scholarship: provides funding for 
students who go on to further their Jewish 
education and attend programs 
approved by the Board of Directors, 
including but not limited to Mekom Torah. 

 
Deadline for all  Scholarship Applications 

Listed Above is March 1, 2019 
Families applying for scholarships must be in 

good standing  
 For more informa on or to apply, 

contact Missy Lowdermilk at exec.ohev  
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 The calendar flipped to 2019 and the 
Festival of Lights is well behind us. So much of 
the new secular year is ahead of us, though. 
 The Ohev Shalom Men’s Club prepared 
once again for a highly-successful Men’s Club-
Sisterhood Shabbat. The annual event 
continues to be a part of our ongoing theme – 
Community. 
 Ohev Shalom is a welcoming and loving 
community. Our Men’s Club is a big part of that 
community. Events like this keep bringing groups 
together to thrive as a unit. It’s a wonderful 
feeling to see groups coming together and 
participating in this community. What a special 
event. 
 Before we all know it, Purim will be here. 
The Men’s Club will be active in helping to pull 
together this event for the kids of Ohev Shalom. 
This type of participation won’t be possible 
without the major assistance of Sisterhood, 

which puts in countless hours to provide a 
memorable day for the kids. 
 Later in 2019 – we don’t want to rush 
anything! – will be the return of the Rummage 
Sale, after a two-year hiatus. This is just a friendly 
reminder. More details will be on the way as the 
year progresses. 
 As the year proceeds, please feel free to 
reach out with any questions, ideas, concerns, 
or general thoughts at 
andy.jasner@yahoo.com. As President of Men’s 
Club, I’m here to provide assistance to this long-
standing group as part of a bigger community 
initiative. 
 I’m excited to see where this new year 
goes and let’s make it the best one yet. Please 
get in touch with me for anything. Thank you!!! 
 
Best, 
Andy Jasner 

Men’s Club News 

Recruitment No ce: 
OHEVVY HITTERS SOFTBALL TEAM 

2019 Season 

 
Par cipa on open to all Ohev Shalom men 18 years of age and older – league rules. 

Games on Sunday mornings from mid‐April through early August. 
Great way to enjoy the game of our youth,  

meet a great group of guys and get some exercise. 
If interested, contact either Rich Kaplan, or  

Dean Lent 
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Spotlight on Ohev Committees  
Communications Committee: 
Ohev has multiple committees that focus on communicating with our membership, as well as the 
community at large. 
 
Internal Communications is responsible for proofreading the monthly newsletter, L’Chaim, after it is 
formatted and again before it is printed. There are several proofreaders, along with anyone who 
has submitted an article for publication. On occasion, internal communications personnel assist 
office staff with the weekly email or the bulletin. This assistance includes formatting and designing 
articles or flyers for the newsletter or the weekly email announcements.   
 
External Communications/Publicity is a resource for communication of events where the larger 
community is invited. This includes events such as the Second Seder, Scholar-in-Residence, Social 
Action Brunch, fundraisers, etc. External communications is responsible for working with local 
newspapers to submit articles and press releases to promote events that are open to the public. 
Information and/or flyers are posted on various external sites and local Facebook pages, NextDoor 
and the Ohev and Mispallalim Facebook sites to name a few.  
 
Cyber/Electronic communications focuses on Ohev's Facebook page. For now, this is Ohev's only 
social media presence. Oversight of our website is also a part of this Committee, although its day-to
-day upkeep is handled by office personnel. Armed with new insights from the strategic planning 
process, we are planning to re-vamp the website. Finally, the Committee helps create advertising 
during the High Holiday season. 
 
Beverly Dickson is the Internal Communications Committee Chair, Jill Kaplan is the External 
Communications Chair and Amy Pollack is the Cyber/Electronic Communications Chair.  Bev, Jill 
and Amy are available to assist you with communicating, advertising and highlighting your event, 
internally and externally. Bev can be contacted at bdickson21@verizon.net; Jill can be contacted 
at jbeanofkop@hotmail.com and Amy can be contacted at amypoldes@aol.com. 

 
Adult Enrichment Committee: 
 The Adult Enrichment Committee is responsible for organizing programming that meets 
congregants’ needs for and interests in Jewish learning – broadly defined! – historical, spiritual, 
intellectual, artistic and more. Programming typically entails expenditures, and the Committee, in 
consultation with the Rabbi, manages a number of different funds to support the events it 
organizes: three are endowed (Godick, Kaplan, Nichols), in addition to a small allocation from the 
synagogue’s operating budget. The largest event for which the Committee has responsibility is the 
Scholar-in-Residence weekend, which is typically held every two years. In addition, the Committee 
organizes lectures, movies, and panels – funds permitting.  So far this year we have had one lecture 
(Rabbi Mike Moskowitz) and one movie (A Serious Man) with discussion, with at least one other 
event still in the works – in addition, of course, to the Scholar-in-Residence weekend scheduled for 
March 29-31 and featuring the artist Siona Benjamin. Current membership: Emily Farrell, Wendy 
Gold, Sarah Goncher, Steve Katz, Stephen Lehmann (Chair), Edie McFall, Ben Miller, and Helen 
Plotkin. Also participating in our meetings is Susan Cherner, who was the previous Chair and, as Third 
Vice President, serves as liaison between the Committee and Synagogue leadership.   
 It can’t be said often or strongly enough: We welcome programming suggestions from 
congregants! 
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Save the Dates! 
March 29‐31, 2019 

Artist-in-Residence Weekend 

  Indian-born painter Siona Benjamin, will speak about the history of the 
Jews of India, about her work (which draws on Indian and Jewish traditions), 
show a film, and lead workshops for both kids and adults. This promises to be 
a remarkably rich opportunity for the entire congregation to learn about and 
experience Jewish creativity in what is, for most of us, an entirely new  
context.   
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FUSE held our first 2019 Courageous Conversations MLK Day with a slightly different spin. We of-
fered participants and opportunity to “eavesdrop” on a fishbowl conversation between the FUSE 
Steering Committee members, as well as some millennials.  The conversation explored the 
perceptions about the biases and preconceived notions that many of us have about “The Other”. 
 
After that portion, participants gathered in small groups to share their own thoughts and feelings. 
Recognizing the work started by Martin Luther King, FUSE strives to support the mission of 
relationship building, creating understanding and building shared communities. By continuing to 
offer regular connections in safe spaces, FUSE is deepening relationships, and trust across racial, 
ethnic, religious and geographic lines. 
 
FUSE’s next conversation will be held Monday, February 11th at Swarthmore Presbyterian 
Church.  Look for more details in the weekly announcements. 
 
For more information, contact: Bonnie Breit or Rabbi Gerber at fuse@ohev.net. 

  
Please Join us at the  

Sisterhood 
& 

Men’s Club 
Shabbat 

 
Saturday, February 2, 

2019 
Services Begin at 9 a.m. 

 

Kiddush Luncheon to follow 

Remember to  

buy scrip! 
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Bruce & Jannette Axelrod 

215-843-2292 
215-843-3904 

Kadima Happenings 
Kadima 3rd-5th graders got wacky at their Chanukah party in December. They made 
slime, lit candles, ate lots of doughnuts, and played games. (Stay tuned for more youth 
events coming up in the next few months.)  Questions or suggestions? Contact Youth 
Committee Chair, Lila Slovak.  



12  February 2019 
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Ada & Jay Young  
Jewish Cultural Fund 

 To Judy and Bruce Godick in memory 
of Joseph Godick from Judy and Russ 
Young 

 To Bruce Godick in honor of 35 years 
of Partnership from Russell Young 

 
Alexander H. Brown Fund  

for Feeding the Hungry 

 To Amy Pollack in memory of your 
grandmother, Fannie Wicentowski 
from Barbara Gogel 

 
Daily Minyan Account 

 In memory of my beloved wife and 
mother, Ruth K. Chazin from Albert 
Chazin 

 In memory of Henry Li man from Ann 
and Jeff Li man 

 
Jack Swerman Building/ 

Architectural Account 

 To Jane Cohen and family in memory 
of Ann Stevick from Phyllis and Alan 
Schapire 

February Tributes 
Joseph and Edith Godick  

      Jewish History Lecture Fund  

 To Judy and Bruce Godick in memory 
of Joseph Godick from Judy and Russ 
Young 

 To Bruce Godick in honor of 35 years 
of Partnership from Russell Young 

 
Netzach Fund  

 To Marc Kadoch in memory of Carol 
Kadoch from Amy and David Pollack 

 
Rabbi's Discre onary Account 

 To Rabbi Jeremy Gerber in gra tude 
from Ellen and Herb Steiner 

 In memory of Marsha's mother, 
Frances Solomon from Marsha and 
Larry Dworkin 

 In memory of Esther Aziza, my mom, 
from Evelyne Shuster‐Aziza 

 To Rabbi Jeremy Gerber in 
apprecia on for your me with my 
interfaith group from Freema Nichols 

 In memory of Mildred Tessler from 
Sherry and Jack Zigon 

 

 
 

 To Jane and Josh Cohen and family:  
Hoping the memories you have of 
your mother/grandmother, Ann 
Stevick, help to ease your pain from 
Sheri and Edward Whelpley 

 
Robert Nichols Adult Educa on  

Memorial Fund  

 To Barbara Levy: ope you get well 
soon from Freema Nichols 

 
Savits Memorial Fund  
for Jewish Educa on 

 In memory of Sophia Savits from Barry 
Savits 

 
Yahrzeit/Yizkor Account 

 To David Pollack in memory of Hyman 
Pollack from Helen Pollack 

 In memory of Bernie’s brother, Irving 
Missan, from Shellie and Bernie 
Missan 

 In memory of Leonard Finkelstein 
from Robin Alpher 

 In memory of Pinkus Levinsky from 
Sandra Hillman 

February Save the Date 
Recurring Events 

Minyan 9:00 a.m.  Sunday 
8:00 a.m.  Monday‐Friday 

Bible Study 9:30 a.m.  Wednesday 
Shabbat Services 

6:00 p.m. Friday (unless otherwise noted) 
9:00 a.m.  Saturday 

 

Saturday, February 2 
9:00 a.m.  Sisterhood/Men's Club  

Shabbat Services 
 

Sunday, February 3 
9:00 a.m.  Mispallelim Religious School 

10:00 a.m.  World Wide Wrap 
10:30 a.m.  Ritual Commi ee Mee ng 

 
Monday, February 4 
7:30 p.m.  Death Cafe 

 
Tuesday, February 5 

7:30 p.m.  MT: Jewish Conversa ons 
 

Wednesday, February 6 
4:15 p.m.  Mispallelim Religious School 

7:00 p.m.  MT: Reading Hebrew 

 

Thursday, February 7 
12:00 p.m.  Lunch n' Learn in Media 

Sunday February 10 
9:00 a.m.  Mispallelim Religious School 

9:00 a.m.  Women's Coffee 
9:15 a.m.  Men's Club Mee ng 
10:30 a.m. Sustainability Team. 

 

Monday, February 11 
6:00 p.m.  FUSE—off site 

7:30 p.m.  School Commi ee Mee ng 
 

Wednesday, February 13 
4:15 p.m.  Mispallelim Religious School  

7:00 p.m.  MT: Reading Hebrew 
 

Thursday, February 14 
7:00 p.m.  Budget and Audit Mee ng 

 
Sunday, February 17 

9:00 a.m.  NO Mispallelim Religious School 
 

Monday, February 18 
Office Closed 

9:00 a.m.  Minyan 
 

Tuesday, February 19 
7:30 p.m.  MT: Jewish Conversa ons 

Wednesday, February 20 
4:15p.m.  Mispallelim Religious School  

7:00 p.m.  MT: Reading Hebrew 
 

Thursday, February 21 
7:30 p.m.  Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng 

 

Friday, February 22 
Shabbat B’Yachad 
6:00 p.m.  Dinner 

6:45 p.m.  Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
7:30 p.m.  Dessert 

 

Sunday, February 24 
9:00 a.m.  Mispallelim Religious School  

 

Wednesday, February 27 
4:15 p.m.  Mispallelim Religious School  

7:00 p.m.   MT: Reading Hebrew 
 

Thursday, February 28 
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