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He didn’t choose an
extravagant memory to be his
favorite, but he was modestly
thanked for his helpful actions.
In addition, Peter showed that
he was very dedicated to
prayer. He has gone to
synagogue since he was little
and believes that prayer is a
commandment. Peter said that
his beliefs are complicated and
that God cannot be described
in one word.
Overall, we learned that Peter
is dedicated to prayer and God,
and finds joy in small moments

About Peter Koelle

About Elaine Hanno

By Zach Simon, Shane Green,
and Drew Kellner

Amy Graham is the president of
Congregation Ohev Shalom.
Being a member here for 30
years, she has learned a lot on
her progression to president.
She started her journey all the
way back in Lexington, MA.
Her dad was president of her
synagogue and helped her
study for her Bat Mitzvah. She
was nervous, but she
persevered.

After she got married, Amy and
her husband Andy moved to
California for 4 years. After
this, they moved to
Pennsylvania, where they came
to Ohev.
It took a lot of courage to
become president. She also
works as a librarian at Bryn
Mawr College. She loves
meeting people and helping
them. Helping people, and
family, is her first priority.

By Emma Wicentowski,
Rebecca Baron, and Brooklyn
Taylor

Elaine is an Ohev Congregant.
Elaine told us about the Jewish
community she lived in as a
child. Though she did not have
very religious parents, she
started Sunday School at Beth
Am Israel when she was in 4th
grade. Hebrew School started
for Elaine when she got a little
older, and she attended
multiple days of the week. She
was not Bat Mitzvah-ed at the
age of 13, but eventually got
Bat Mitzvah-ed in her 50’s.
Elaine’s favorite holiday on the
Jewish calendar is Hanukkah,
because, as a child, she had
many great memories in the
synagogue.

She said that the world has
changed a lot since she was a
child. Ths is because now she
feels like the world is more safe
and people make better
choices than when she was
younger.
Elaine likes being in the Ohev
community because she really
enjoys being religious and
being part of a minyan. The
minyan is a very special part of
her life. She also helps out
with the Torah scrolls. She
says “Every holiday, or Bar or
Bat Mitzvah, I make sure that
all of the Torahs are in order”.
She also changes the covers of
the Torahs and tells the sofer
(scribe) what mistakes need to
be fixed. Without Elaine, the
synagogue wouldn’t be the
same.

About Amy Graham
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Picture Caption

Better know a Community Member
By Kitah ZayinBy Ellie Cole and Abby

Rappaport

We interviewed Peter Koelle.
His perspective on the
questions we asked was very
cool, funny, and wise. In
response to a question that we
asked, he had a very good
answer:
“What is one of your favorite
experiences from a place that
you have travelled to?”
“When I was at a Jewish man’s
house for dinner, we finished
eating and got up to help clear
the table. I was washing dishes
even though very few men in
Mexico City help clean up. The
wife said: ‘I am so happy to
have an American man in the
house!’”



Spotlight on a

Holiday: Shabbat

By Kitah Aleph
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Opinion: The

Homework

Declaration Of

Independence

Book Review

By Kitah Hei

We, the young citizens of Ohev Shalom

Synagogue, hereby declare that

homework should be banned from this

Hebrew school! But don’t worry we have

our reasons.

Homework can cause many physical and

mental conditions and problems. For

example, it can cause different types of

brain damage, stress, a lack of sleep,

physical health problems, lack of

balance, alienation, anxiety, depression,

and lower test scores/grades. And on top

of that, we have homework from

elementary/middle school and that

homework gets pretty serious enough,

but we also have homework from here.

And that effects this place's reputation

because it makes us students not want to

come back.

By Kitah Bet

Our class read the book Around the

World in One Shabbat: Jewish People

Celebrate the Sabbath Together by

Durga Bernhrd. This book was about

explaining what Shabbat looks like all

around the world. This includes different

rituals practiced, activities families

partook in, what they did on Friday

nights/Saturday mornings, things families

were not allowed to do, etc. This book

really expanded our knowledge about

Shabbat. We understand and are familiar

with the practices we do ourselves, but

through this book, we were able to learn

about how others celebrate this

wonderful holiday each week. Below, I

asked the students to write some things

they either liked about the book, if they

would recommend it to a friend, and (in

general) what the book was about.

“I liked learning how people celebrate

Shabbat around the world. I liked the

pictures in the book. I liked how we got

to learn and hear about different

traditions in other countries. I also liked

how we got to hear different songs sang

on Shabbat.” – Minnie Reuben

“This book is about Shabbat around the

world. In Ethiopia, they bless their kids

during Shabbat. The people also do not

work during this time of the week, they

relax.” – Micah Lieberman

“This is a book about Shabbat all over the

world. I would recommend this to a

friend because it tells how people

celebrate Shabbat around the world,

which I think is cool. For example, it tells

us what people do on Shabbat. People in

Australia have a really cool Shabbat.

They don’t even go to work or school!

They don’t do anything but relax and

think about Shabbat.” – Ayla Samlin

“This book is about Shabbat. I love

saying the blessings over the challah. In

New England, they touch someone who is

touching the challah to feel the spirit of

Shabbat and to be connected.” – Hope

Lieberman

“I liked this book because I could learn

about Shabbat around the world. In this

book, the kids did not go to school and

the adults did not go to work. They only

relax during Shabbat.” – Ilan Gruar

“I loved the book! It was about different

people celebrating Shabbat. I loved it

because I learned about why we rest on

the seventh day and celebrate Shabbat.

This was when God was done creating

the world and he rested on this day. It

was great!” – Melanie Linton

“We learned about Shabbat around the

world like in Turkey, Russia, Australia,

and more. People did not go to school

and work. Some also went to synagogue

to pray. Or, people put out fancy plates

when they had their family over for

dinner.” – Gabby Kramer

“I would recommend this book to a

friend. It is about Shabbat and I like it

and the pictures. We learned about what

people in Argentina, Turkey, and

Australia do for Shabbat. I really liked

learning about that. Some people go to

Synagogue and sing songs and say the

blessings.” – Jacob Krauss

Congratulations to our Fall

Bar Mitzvah Students!

Zach Simon - Sept. 21
Drew Kellner - Oct. 26
Ben Snyder - Nov. 23



You might not know… (about Brit Milah and Baby Namings)
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A baby boy is welcomed at his
own Brit Milah (bris) by the words
“Baruch Haba”, meaning “Blessed
is the one who has arrived!”

The Mohel is the person who will
perform the circumcision

The mohel uses a really sharp
knife to cause the least pain
possible

The mother or father hands the
knife to the Mohel, who will
perform the circumcision

At the circumcision ceremony,
there is an open chair for Elijah, a
Jewish prophet, to protect the
baby.

About naming
Many observant Jews will not
announce a baby’s name until the
boy’s bris on the 8th day, or a
girl’s naming ceremony

Jews are forbidden to name their
child after an evil person

Ashkenazi Jews name their babies
after deceased family members
who had an impact on them. It is
an honor to be remembered this
way.

Askenazi Jews name their babies
after dead relatives, and Sephardi
Jews name their babies after living
relatives.
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About circumcision (Brit Milah)
8 days after being born, Jewish
males are circumcised and named.
People know this but don’t know
why this happens. Jewish boys are
circumcised to show loyalty to
God. First performed by Abraham
and his household, this is a
covenant of God that that
welcomes boys into the Jewish
community

The Brit is performed anywhere
between sunrise and sunset on the
8th day from when the baby was
born.

About Ceremonies for baby girls
The baby naming ceremony for the
girls can be called one of many
things. These are the common
ones: Brit Bat, Simchat Bat, Zeved
HaBat

Today, both boy and girl
ceremonies could be called the
same thing, such as “Brit Shalom”,
“Brit Chayim”, or “Brit Tikkun.”

By Kitah Vav

Maya Brothers



Interviews with Mispallelim Students
By Kitah Dalet
What is your favorite
thing about Mispallelim
Hebrew School?
Jacob (3rd grade): Electives
Elana (3rd grade): recess
Leah (1st grade): Learning
Hebrew
Eva (1st Grade):Music time,
learning the Hebrew Alphabet
Caroline (1st grade): Learning
Hebrew
Ben (5th grade): I like being part
of the community
Owen (5th grade): I like learning
Hebrew
Nathan (5th grade): Hearing
about the Bible stories
Jacob (2nd grade):Crafting
Melanie (2nd grade): Crafting
Rabbi Miller: The kids, and
sharing what I love about being
Jewish.

Do you like learning
Hebrew? Why or why not?
Jacob (3rd grade): [I like]
Learning a different language.
Elana (3rd grade): It’s fun to learn.
Leah (1st grade): Yes, because it’s
fun.
Eva (1st Grade): Yes, because
when I’m an adult I’ll know how
to speak Hebrew.
Caroline (1st grade): Yes, because
when you’re older you can teach
other people.
Ben (5th grade): It depends on
what I’m learning.
Owen (5th grade): Yes, I love
learning Hebrew because I like
learning new languages.
Nathan (5th grade): It kind of
depends on what I’m learning.
Jacob (2nd grade): Yes, I’d like to
read it later in life
Melanie (2nd grade): Yes, so I can
read it..
Rabbi Miller: Yes! I love learning
new Hebrew words, and seeing
how ideas are expressed
differently in Hebrew.

What prayers do you like
learning about or singing?
Jacob (3rd grade): The Shema
Elana (3rd grade): Different ones
you do.
Leah (1st grade): Shabbat prayers
Eva (1st Grade): Shabbat prayers
Caroline (1st grade): Shabbat
prayers
Ben (5th grade): I like the fun
prayers during Shabbat.
Owen (5th grade):I like saying
Hamotzi over the challah.
Nathan (5th grade): I like singing
Adon Olam.
Jacob (2nd grade): None in
particular.
Melanie (2nd grade): None in
particular.
Rabbi Miller: I love singing the
Yom Kippur prayers.

What did you like about
Rosh Hashanah and/or
Yom Kippur or Sukkot?
Jacob (3rd grade): Rosh Hashanah
- my cousins make good apples
and honey.
Elana (3rd grade): Rosh Hashanah
- because you sing different songs.
Leah (1st grade): Yom Kippur,
because I like throwing bread in
the water.
Caroline (1st grade): Rosh
Hashanah, because we eat apples
and honey.
Eva (1st Grade): Rosh Hashanah
- eating apples and honey
Ben (5th grade): I got to see kids
who wouldn’t otherwise come
here.
Owen (5th grade): I really like
celebrating the holidays with
family and friends.
Nathan (5th grade): You get to
see people you don’t always see.
Jacob (2nd grade): I like the
Shofar blast.
Melanie (2nd grade): I like going
to my friends’ house and playing.
Rabbi Miller: love the melodies,
and the sense of being together,
ready for a fresh start.

What is the most
important thing you have
learned about being
Jewish?
Jacob (3rd grade): Not many
people are Jewish, so it makes
you special
Elana (3rd grade): You speak a
different language
Leah (1st grade): So you know
the words if you’re learning
Hebrew
Caroline (1st grade):It feels
good
Eva (1st Grade): You need to
be a little bit like God
Ben (5th grade): To be kind and
stuff
Owen (5th grade): I get to learn
about our ancestors that lived
way before us
Nathan (5th grade): I like
learning brew letters and how
to read them
Jacob (2nd grade): That we’re
different from other people
Melanie (2nd grade): If we’re
different, it doesn’t matter
Rabbi Miller: I am connected to
a deep, powerful tradition that
has a lot to teach me, and I get
to help create what it will look
like in the future!
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Illustrated Torah Story:
The Story of Noah

By Kitah Gimmel

Once upon a time there was a man named Noah.
He was a very good person. He took care of his
neighbors, he took care of animals, he took care
of everyone, but they didn't do anything in return
and they were very mean.

One day, God told Noah to build an ark because
God said there would be a great flood in 7 days
because the world will be flooded and everything
will be killed. God was very angry at the people
because they were bad.

God told Noah to call two of every kind of animal,
one boy and one girl, to the ark and of course Noah's
family too. So Noah started building the
ark....crack...thud...crack...thud. All the mean people
made fun of Noah but he finished the ark just in
time!

And then the rain came....it rained for 40
days and 40 nights. The water was so high it
was at the top of the mountains and the ark
stayed afloat.

(cont.)
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Everyone stayed on the ark for 150 more days and
the water went down and down. Then Noah sent
out a raven to search for dry land and it came back
with nothing. Then Noah sent out a dove and it
came back with nothing. So Noah waited another
7 days and then sent out the dove again and this
time it came back with a stick!

So Noah opened the ark and everyone came out onto
the dry land. Then a beautiful rainbow was in the
sky. And God made a promise to Noah that this
would never happen again. That God would never
kill everything in the world, that never again would
God's creation be destroyed. So now when there is a
rainbow in the sky it represents God's agreement
(covenant) with Noah and all people.

The End



VOL. 1 | Dec. 2019 / Kislev 5780 Mispallelim Gazette

Games & Jokes
Q: What has four legs but doesn't

walk?

A: A table.

Q: Why shouldn't you write with a

broken pencil?

A: Because it's pointless.

Q: What surgery does a plant get at

the dentist?

A: A root canal.

Down:
1. Holiday with Mordechai and Esther
3. The 12 ______ of Israel
5. A shofar is made from a _____ horn
7. _______ Commandments
9. Shalom means "Hello", "Goodbye" & "_____"
11. Holiday after Rosh Hashanah. (Hint: We fast)
13. _____ & Goliath. (Hint: He became king of Israel)
15. The Jews are known as the Chosen ______
17. On Sukkot we shake the _____ & etrog

Across:
2. On Hanukkah we light the _______
4. We light ______ candles on Friday night
6. Tu B'shvat is the New Year of the ______
8. The Garden of ______
10. We put money in a ________ box
12. One of the residents of number 8 (Hint: Not Eve)
14. Biblical figures that spoke to the Lord
16. The name of our Hebrew School
18. Moses' sister

CrosswordPuzzleanswers
Down:Purim,Tribes,Rams,Ten,Peace,YomKippur,David,People,
Lulav
Across:Menorah,Shabbat,Trees,Eden,Tzedakah,Adam,Prophets,
Mispallelim,Miriam


