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OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish congregation that welcomes traditional and non 
traditional Jewish families and individuals, aspiring to create a warm and caring  
Jewish atmosphere fostering inclusiveness and community. We engage in life long 
learning, worship, lifecycle events and social action (Tikun Olam), while cultivating  
a love and understanding of our Jewish heritage and promoting the perpetuation  
of Judaism. Temple Sholom strives to be an inclusive and accessible synagogue,  
welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully participate in our Jewish community.

Temple Sholom  
Chanukah Lego Night

Thursday, Dec. 6th @ 6–7:30pm
Put your imagination to use by building some crazy 
creations while reveling in dreidel games and songs, 
donuts, latkes and other light refreshments.
There will be a special drawing for a Lego menorah 
for participants! This event is free and all are  
welcome but space is limited, so please RSVP by 
12/2 on our website & bring a friend!

Congregational Chanukah Shabbat Dinner 
Latkes, Latkes, Latkes, Latkes, Latkes!

Friday, Dec. 7th @ 7:00pm
$15 for adults/$10 for kids 3-12/under 3 free

  Family Maximum - parent(s) & child(ren) $50
Register on our Website

6:00pm - Shabbat Service led by our K, 1st & 2nd grade students
Bring your menorah & join us for candle lighting!!

Please RSVP for the dinner by 12/4



Under the new Mishpakha Benefactor 
program, members who give 18% 
(Chai), 36% (Double Chai), 54% 
(Triple Chai) or 108% (Pillar) over the 
Sustaining Amount are recognized 
as Benefactors. We thank them for 
their commitment to and generous 
support of Temple Sholom. 
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW 
YOU CAN BECOME A BENEFACTOR?  
 

Contact Mark Nussenfeld at 
908.305.1061 or president@sholomnj.org

PILLAR BENEFACTORS

Ellen Berman

Natalie Darwin

Bill & Sandra Dreier

Alex & Luna Kaufman

David & Kathy  
Korngruen

Daniel & Ellen Wolff

TRIPLE CHAI

Austin & Stacy Bender

Jonathan & Laura  
Bransky

Linda & David Nieporent

David Richmand 

Janet Weinstein

DOUBLE CHAI

Marvin & Pam  
Brander

Lynda Goldschein

Claire Greenberg

Robin Lyons

Alan Nacht

Mark & Sandra  
Nussenfeld

George & Marlene  
Pogosky

CHAI

Rachel & Joel Camargo 

Michael Barmak &  
Connie Foland

Marjorie Cohen

Roger & Adrienne  
Graubard

Bruce & Jill Harris

David Harris

Alice Jaffe

Matt Klein &  
Nicole LaCorte Klein

Howard & Jodie Kornfeld

Jeffrey Messing &  
Grace Braverman

James & Stacey Pritchett 

Emily & German Serna

David & Jennifer Silverman

Jill & Christopher Wallis

Michael & Roberta Zito

Temple Topics is published 8 times each year by  
Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.  

This newsletter is available at no cost to subscribers.

Thank you to our Benefactor Members

LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR LIFE!
 
Please let us know about your good news and
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple
office and share your glad tidings.

Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given 
week if you would like an Aliyah for the following 
Shabbat.

If you become ill or are hospitalized, please  
let us know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit  
you, and we would like to add your name to our  
Mi-Sheberach list. The hospital is NOT allowed  
to contact the Temple or the Rabbi unless you  
explicitly request them to do so.

Note: To let us know about your news, please  
contact the Temple office directly.

Temple Sholom
A Reform Congregation affiliated with the

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

 Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
 Rabbi Emeritus Gerald A. Goldman
 Cantor Darcie Naomi Sharlein
 President Mark Nussenfeld
 Director of Education  Jennifer Levine
 Temple Administrator  Barbara Cooke
 Bookkeeper  Gayle Nettler
 Religious School 
 Administrative Assistant Amy Winkler
 Editor  Lisa Tannenbaum
 Advertising Coordinator  Linda Nieporent
 Temple Phone  908.889.4900
 E-mail  sholom@sholomnj.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD

 President  Mark Nussenfeld 

 1st VP Pamela Brander

 2nd VP Bill Nadel 

 Secretary  Jonathan Kaplan 

 Treasurer  Linda Nieporent 

 Asst. Treasurer Eugene Schulman 

 Immediate Past President Karyn R. Weingarten  

HONORARY MEMBERS 
OF THE BOARD

Natalie Darwin 
William Dreier 
Sandra Dreier
Catherine Gilbert 
Luna Kaufman
Suzanne M. Lyte 
Sandra Nussenfeld 

 
Steven Saltzman 
Martin Schwartz
Susan Sedwin 
Neil Smith 
Lucille Taub
Susan Weiseman

TRUSTEES

Stacey Bender
Jonathan Bransky
David Carton
Marjorie Cohen
Lisa Drapkin

Daniel Jablon
Matt Klein
Aron Laufer
Laine Sokolsky
Jill Wallis
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

At a recent clergy meeting, convened by Reform Jewish Voice of New 
Jersey, the rabbis around the table were asked what they felt to be the 
most pressing social justice issue.  One rabbi said that we could not 
tackle any of the other vital issues until we first restored civility in our 
discourse; until we found a way to listen to each other with respect.  
That has long been a goal here at Temple Sholom.  As opposed to  
congregations that shun conversations about politics, we have tried to 
be a safe place where we can all share our views, no matter how diverse.

We have not always succeeded - and we need to do better.  The Sages 
teach that the Second Temple was destroyed two thousand years ago, 
because of sinat chinam - baseless hatred between one and another.

The prayer hashkiveinu was meant to be said each evening before  
going to bed.  The Sages viewed sleep as one sixtieth of death.  When 
we are asleep and unconscious we are vulnerable and there is that fear 
that one morning we may not wake up.  Each night, we ask God to  
construct a shelter of peace for us - a sukkah.  That sukkah is our  
protection, our blanket of comfort, but each morning it disappears  
and that night we have to ask for it again.

Peace is a sukkah - a temporary structure that only lasts so long, and that we must rebuild.   
The safe conversational space is also a sukkah.  With each person, in each conversation, we  
must remember our guidelines of kavod (respect) and b’tzelem elohim (that each of us is created 
equally in the Divine image).  A conversation in which we respect another’s right to hold a  
different opinion and acknowledge that they are as human as we are takes constant attention, 
rebuilding, and has to go both ways.

Both ways - not only must we be able to listen to opinions that are different than our own, with-
out judging the person who is speaking, but also, when speaking, we should not imagine we know 
how are words are being received.  

In Pirkei Avot 1:6, Yehoshuah ben Perachayah says, “ תּוכְז ףַכְל םָדָאָה לָּכ תֶא ןָד יֵוֱהֶו ” Judge each 
and every person as if they had full merit.” We may not understand what they have chosen to  
believe.  We may be baffled by the way they have reached their beliefs. However, that makes 
them no more or less human than we are.  If we are hurt by someone else’s belief, or perceive 
their belief as harmful to us or someone we care for, we can express that, but we must also  
acknowledge that our beliefs - or even our disbelief of their positions - might make them feel fear 
and hurt as well.

The requirement of the sukkah is that it be open - open to admit others, a shelter for all, but also, 
we must be able to look up through the roof of our sukkot and see the stars.  The safe space of 
peace that we build and rebuild together is a place where we can look together to the heavens 
that we imagine as our goal on earth. On Shabbat, the chatimah of the hashkiveinu ends: Blessed 
are You, Adonai our God, the One who spreads out a sukkah of peace - over us, over Jerusalem, 
over all Israel, and all the world. 
 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

“Adonai, our God,  
let us sleep in peace; 
our Watchkeeper,  
let us wake up to life. 
Spread over us a  
sukkah of peace.”
- Hashkiveinu,  
evening liturgy
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PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MEMO

This has been a very difficult month for all of us given the recent the shooting at Tree 
of Life. I would like to thank all of you who came to our gatherings, the Sunday morning 
meeting after the Pittsburg shooting incident, the 6th grade service on Friday, and the 
community service at the JCC on Saturday night. These well-attended events reinforce 
to our clergy and leadership that Temple Sholom is a community that is providing what 
our membership needs at times of tragedies. Please reach out to us if in any way if we 
ever fail to provide what we all want and need as a caring and supportive community. 
When your Temple leadership was voted in June of this year, one of the areas we knew 
we needed to address was security at our home and most importantly the safety of 
our children when they are attending programs in our Building. The recent tragedies 
at Florida, Charlottesville and most recently in California hit home that there is no 
community that is safe from those individuals or groups that believe that the way to fix the world or accomplish their 
goals is to harm or kill innocent school kids, college students, or adults both Jewish and Non Jewish.  Given the recent 
events at Temples, Churches, and schools around the country there is no way we can say with any conviction ”we’re in 
Scotch Plains, NJ these things can’t happen here”.    
We as a community must do what can do to protect our family and our youth from harm. Through contacts in the Jewish 
community, we learned of the availability of Homeland Security Grants for religious institutions that are available for up 
to $150,000 for increased security measures such as cameras, alarms, lighting and other related items to upgrade our 
security systems. To begin the process, several of us attended a Federation seminar on the security issues in our region 
and how to begin the process of applying for these Homeland grants. Temple leadership has made this our goal to apply 
for one of these grants when the time to do so is published by Homeland Security with the intent to spend every penny  
of these funds to help us do what we can to keep as safe as possible.  
We have taken additional steps by attending a second Federation seminar with respect to emergency plans and procedures. 
Another one of our goals, with the assistance of  local law enforcement officials both active and retired, is to review the 
emergency procedures that we have in effect to see where we need improvement. We have developed numerous contacts 
with professionals and other Jewish institutions who share our common goals of keeping out Jewish community safe.
About a month ago as part of the Grant application process we had a security assessment performed by two Union 
County Homeland Security officials accompanied by the Federation’s Director of Security. We went through every square 
foot of our building and property both inside and out. This resulted in a 65-page report that will be used as justification 
and part of the grant application. 
We now have a ten-person Temple Sholom Security Task Force including some members who have law enforcement 
backgrounds to evaluate these recommendations and more importantly complete the grant application. 
Following the Pittsburg shooting, the Rabbi and I have spoken to Scotch Plains Police Chief Conley and provided him a 
schedule of upcoming events as part of our request for additional police patrols. We have noticed that there continues 
to be regular Scotch Plains and Fanwood Police presence with regular patrols driving around our building. As further 
evidence of local law enforcements commitments, there was a recent incident where a local building official showed up 
for a building reinspection without notice, driving a plain white van with no identification. As this official did not identify 
themselves as they should have Barbara called the Scotch Plains Police and four SPD police cars showed up within 
minutes.       
While your Temple leadership is going through this process what is it that you can do to make things better for us and the 
community? We as the Temple Sholom community cannot back down from our values of trying to make the community, 
country, and the world a better place for us to live. We can not give in to hatred, prejudice or fear. We all must dedicate 
ourselves to these principles in every incidence where we have contact with others with whom we meet whether we are 
at work, in a restaurant, on NJ Transit, or the supermarket. We must conduct ourselves in manner where we treat others 
the way we want to be treated. We must set this example for our kids as well. As we all have our own opinions on various 
issues that confront society, we must strive to be civil in our discussions over our disagreements and to truly listen in a 
civil manner, showing respect for your fellow human being’s viewpoints and values.   
In addition to treating other people with respect and compassion, we must go forward with our community projects to 
do our best to make the world a better place. We are housing the homeless in our Temple from December 16 to December 
23. There are numerous opportunities for all of us to assist in this effort. As busy as all our lives are it’s hard to believe that 
a minimum you don’t have time to buy one of the items needed. Those of you who can, please sign up to serve a meal or bring 
your kids to play with the children we are housing. We can’t fix the entire world, but we can start with one family at a time. 
There will be other opportunities coming up. You can donate blood on December 9, from 9am to 1pm. This act that takes 
very little time saves lives directly. You can bake or donate a meatloaf for the St Johns Soup Kitchen in Newark, our next 
date is the end of March 2019. If you have a favorite project that you are aware of let us know and we will help you. These 
projects make the world a better place, one small act at a time. In addition, with any of these acts, we need to make sure 
our youth know what we are doing to set the example for them of the importance of these individuals acts of kindness. 
In summary, Temple leadership is going to do everything that we can to keep us safe when we are in our building. If you 
have any concerns, questions or suggestions please reach out to me. 
President Mark Nussenfeld 
President@sholomnj.org  or 908-305-1061

mailto:President@sholomnj.org
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CANTOR’S CORNER

Sometimes, the words of our prayers hit especially close to home. 
Phrases repeated many times before may be illuminated by a 
particular moment in space or time: looking out the sanctuary 
windows on a beautiful autumn morning, the words “m’lo chol 
ha-aretz k’vodo” (the whole world is filled with Your glory) in the 
K’dushah ring especially true; during times of unease in Israel, the 
words of the prayer for peace, Shalom Rav, feel particularly reso-
nant. (This is part of the beauty of Jewish prayer; when we need 
them, the words may be right there waiting for us.) In the weeks after the synagogue 
shooting in Pittsburgh, it is the words of Hashkiveinu that have jumped off the page for 
me. “Defend us against enemies, illness, war, famine, and sorrow,” (V’haseir mei-aleinu 
oyeiv, dever, v’cherev, r’ra-av, v’yagon). There is power in reciting words that reflect 
our hopes as well as our fears. While words will not physically shield us, they can help 
to emotionally sustain us. And there is power, too, in reciting words shared around the 
world and across the generations.

Sometimes, the words of our prayers take on new meaning because of current  
circumstances. (This too, is part of the beauty of Jewish prayer; the prayers welcome 
reinterpretation.) In the Shabbat evening service, Hashkiveinu is followed by V’shamru, 
a reminder that we celebrate Shabbat as a brit – a covenant – with God, because God 
rested after creating the world. Usually it is a moment for music – either upbeat to  
reflect the joy of Shabbat, or mellow to emphasize God’s rest and ours. The meaning 
in V’shamru for me has always been in the reminder to take a break (after all, if God 
could rest after a busy week, surely we can too). However, in the weeks after the events 
in Pittsburgh, I feel an emphasis in the first line of V’shamru (V’shamru v’nei Yisra-eil et 
hashabbat, la-asot et hashabbat l’dorotam b’rit olam) I never felt before: “The people of 
Israel will keep Shabbat, observing Shabbat throughout the ages as a covenant for all 
time.” In the face of anti-Semitism, we do not turn away from our Judaism. We do not 
stop gathering at synagogue for worship. We do not cease to celebrate Shabbat. This 
line feels like a small rebellion. I think of those throughout the ages who kept Judaism, 
despite the possibility of real, imminent, physical harm: medieval Jews who, after the 
Spanish inquisition, hid their true identity, observing Shabbat in secret; all those who 
were subject to pogroms in Europe a few centuries later; and of course, the victims of 
Nazi atrocities. Certainly our times do not begin to rival theirs; but the unease we may 
feel today can give us an appreciation for their bravery in the face of danger.

At this time of year, of course, we especially think of the Maccabees. A small group  
of Jews decided not to give in to the pressures of assimilation, and to hold tight to 
Judaism. They fought for it when the odds were against them, and miraculously they 
prevailed. This is the first, and arguably greater, miracle of Chanukkah. And so, while we 
celebrate the second miracle, that of a small bit of oil lasting eight days when it should 
have burned out after one, by lighting the menorah and eating foods fried in oil, let us 
also remember the first miracle and honor it by holding fast to Judaism – this December 
and beyond.

Best wishes for a meaningful and happy Chanukkah.

Cantor Darcie Sharlein



RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS AND VIEWS

Shalom Temple Families,

I want to let you all know about a new Hebrew class at our 
school. This one isn’t for kids – it’s for our parents. The Third 
grade is the year our students begin their Hebrew studies. 
The year is devoted to the Aleph – Bet and the vowels. By 
the end of the year, all of our students are able to “decode” – 
which means “to sound out” the Hebrew language. We make 
the distinction between “decoding” and “reading” because our goal is not that 
our students can translate word for word as if learning to read English, but that 
they learn to sound out to follow along in prayer, understand key words and the 
overall meaning of the prayer.

To enforce their learning, each third grader is paired with a “Big Buddy” – 5th 
grader who helps them follow along in their siddur (prayer book) during our 
weekly Tefila (prayer) on Tuesday afternoons.

In addition, students are required to practice their “decoding” for thirty minutes 
a week. Some of our parents do not themselves know the Hebrew Alphabet and 
until recently, we have offered a “transliteration” packet so parents could assist 
without Hebrew Learning with this aid.

As some of you know, our own Ellen Berman received her Masters in Jewish 
Education in 2017 from Hebrew College. Through her research she found that a 
great number of families had parents who strongly felt they wanted to learn  
Hebrew to help their children.

Inspired by Ellen and her research, during our parent orientation this year I  
offered to teach 3rd grade parents the Hebrew Alpha bet – one letter a week on 
Sunday mornings so they could not only benefit from a deeper connection to 
our tradition, but be a better “teacher” for their own children.

Though its only early days in our year, 10 third grade parents attend my Sunday 
morning class regularly. It’s inspiring to see our parents investing in their own 
Jewish education. They regularly share stories of practicing Hebrew together 
and how much the children enjoy the role reversal – sometimes the kids pick it 
up quicker than the parents! The  exchanges’ between parents and children are 
bonding and heartfelt and a deep and sweet example of L’dor v dor – from  
generation to generation.

If you are a parent and would like to join us, it’s not too late. Just let me know 
and I can help you get up to speed!

Warmly, 
Jennifer Levine 
Director of Education
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NOTES FROM ABROAD

Our Sister Congregation in Budapest 
Sim Shalom Congregation, November 7, 2018

Last Friday Sim Shalom was visited by a group of a 
dozen young people from the Westminster Reform 
Synagogue and the East London and Essex Liberal 
Synagogue. It was a very special occasion since the 
leaders from the two congregations are both old friends of Sim Shalom with much 
shared history. 

 Nick Young came to Budapest 13 years ago to teach in an English speaking 
elementary school, after knocking around in many parts of the Far East for a few 
years. While here he joined Sim Shalom and became active enough that he went 
to a leadership training program in Israel with our support. Then he fell in love with 
a Hungarian woman and married her. They lived here for a few  years, and then 
they moved to England and he is now the Education Director of the Westminster 
Synagogue. This is the second or third trip he has made to Hungary with some of 
his students, to show them how Judaism is practiced in other countries.

 Richard Jacoby is the Rabbi of East London and Essex Liberal Synagogue, 
and he is also the brother of David Jacoby. David Jacoby Z’L’cha was one of the 
first young people who as members of the WUPJies came often to Budapest in the 
late 80’s and early 90’s to teach some assimilated ex-Communist Jews how to do 
Jewish. Those Budapest folks became the founders of Sim Shalom in 1992. Richard 
is also the son of a Rabbi and the sister of a Rabbi, apart of a dynasty, which has 
close ties to the Leo Baeck College in London, where our Rabbi Kelemen got her 
rabbinical training. So there are all these personal connections between parts of 
the British Reform Jewish community and the one in Budapest. So it was a great 
occasion for some of the newer Sim Shalom members to learn about these ties, as 
well as the young folks visiting us from London.

 And an American student Rabbi, Sarah Goldstein, studying at Leo Baeck in 
London and her husband were also in the visiting group, and by chance another 
American student whose father is a Rabbi at HUC was at the service. So it 
was quite an international occasion. After the service, we feasted on pizza and 
palacsinta (Hungarian crepes) and gabbed about many things. Some of the kids 
went off to join in a folk dance class that was going on in the next room. It was your 
typical good Shabbat evening!!!!

Best wishes, 
Jesse Weil
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Any U.S. reader who wishes to make a donation to Sim Shalom Congregation can do so by going to the web 
site of our support organization, Friends ofSim Shalom; http://www.friendsofsimshalom.org/
 

Your support will be much appreciated at this difficult time. And for more information about the  
congregation visit the website: http://www.sim-shalom.org
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FABULOUS TEENS

Joelle Tannenbaum, 
8th grade Edison  

Intermediate  
student body  

president, sings the 
National Anthem at 
the opening of the 
new Westfield Ice 

Rink on 11/11 >

SAVE THE DATE FOR CASINO NIGHT! 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26TH

Casino games, fabulous prizes, food, drinks, fun, fellowship & more!

Details and registration to follow!

The National Hispanic Recognition Program has named Union 
County Magnet High School Senior, Simon Levenstein, as a 
National Hispanic Scholar.  The National Hispanic Recognition 
Program was established to identify outstanding Hispanic/ 
Latino high school students. Simon scored in the top 2.5% 
among Hispanic and Latino PSAT/NMSQT test takers in our 
region. He received this prestigious honor as a result of his  
outstanding 2017 PSAT scores combined with his excellent 
GPA. Congratulations, Simon!



HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

December 9th Program Celebrates International Human Rights Day

Seventy years ago, in response to the massive and systematic human rights 
abuses committed during the Holocaust, the United Nations adopted the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  In celebration of this milestone anni-
versary, Temple Sholom, in partnership with the Refugee Assistance Partners 
of New Jersey, is pleased to present a special program entitled, “Refuge and 
Asylum:  A Human Rights Response”  on December 9th, 7 pm.

Our speaker is Joyce Reilly, a New Jersey based human rights activist whose 
works spans the gamut from psychiatric and psycho-social care to commu-
nity building to organizational development.  She has met with victims of 
“ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia (2003, 2004), observed post-genocide justice 
procedures in Rwanda (2009), and helped resettle more than 50 Sudanese 
refugees between 2010 and 2013.  Working with the Darfur Resettlement 
Project of the Jewish Vocational Service (East Orange, NJ) which was under 
the umbrella of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), Joyce secured 
housing, healthcare, and employment for the refugees and helped them to 
acclimate to American life. 

 Joyce’s approach to working with refugees and those seeking asylum em-
bodies the words of Eleanor Roosevelt, Chair of the United Nations Com-
mission that wrote the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948; she 
emphasized that human rights begin “in small places, close to home … in the 
world of the individual person.”   This philosophy also matches that of the 
Refugee Assistance Partners (RAP), a partnership of religious communities 
(including Temple Sholom) and non-affiliated individuals concerned for the 
plight of refugees who have settled in Union County.  Its mission is to WEL-
COME refugees and to help them develop self-sufficiency while safeguarding 
their dignity and uniqueness.

Join us on Sunday evening, December 9, 7 pm as we, together with RAP 
mark the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  
Speaker Joyce Reilly will walk us through the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, will share with us how her work with refugees has reinforced these 
rights and will introduce us to Musa Aluga and Abdul Ali, two of the refugees 
she worked with. Both are now United States citizens, working during the day 
and attending Essex County College at night.  
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Daniel Amsellem 12/1

Eric Birnbaum 12/1

Linda Nieporent 12/1

Seymour Armm 12/2

Ben Schaffer 12/3

Josh Bornstein 12/4

Rita Ringel 12/5

Glenn Fitzgerald 12/6

David Nieporent 12/6

Amy Six 12/6

Daniel Wolff 12/6

Andrew Breit 12/7

Irv Winokur 12/7

Jill Harris 12/8

Leslie Klieger 12/8

Marvin Lehman 12/8

Rebecca Schaffer 12/9

Kim Leitner 12/10

Carter Bornstein 12/12

David Drapkin 12/12

Gerald Flanzbaum 12/12

Jacob Piezas 12/12

Joshua Sokolsky 12/12

Pamela Brander 12/14

Phyllis Fineberg 12/14

Harrison Sussman 12/14

Spencer Nadel 12/15

Lee Rinderman 12/15

Ann Weiss 12/15

Herbert August 12/16

Jared Bloom 12/16

Brian Levenstein 12/17

Felicia Sussman 12/17

Adrienne Graubard 12/19

Perry Weingarten 12/19

Daniel Balkan 12/20

David Koprowski 12/23

Kevin Pearce 12/23

Caren Kleiman 12/24

Sara August 12/26

Laura Bransky 12/26

Julie Danczewski 12/27

Jason Steingart 12/27

Halle Greenberg 12/28

Juliet Greenberg 12/28

Aaron Schack 12/28

Eugene Schwartz 12/28

Anthony Jackvony 12/29

Rita Ferraro 12/30

Toby Hecht 12/31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Come celebrate with those having a birthday or anniversary on December 21!

Jeffrey & Gina Banks 12/7

Michele & Mitchell Cole 12/10

Gary & Jodye Darwin 12/14

Rachel & Bruce Binkowitz 12/15

Marvin & Susan Lehman 12/20

Steven & Wendy Herzberg 12/23

Marsha & Jay Bloom 12/24

HAPPY ANIVERSARY

CONDOLENCES

Sylvia Nadel, longtime member of  
Temple Sholom

Fern Steinberg,  
cousin of Ellen Berman



JEWISH PERSPECTIVES

One of the classes for JU (Jewish University) this semester was called “Jewish Perspectives”- As 
an intergenerational program, the teens were paired with adults in our community to study Jewish 
texts and how they relate to current events. As a part of the class, two students - Lilian Weingar-
ten and Josh Seewald - interviewed one of the participants David Korngruen about his life and his 
connection to Temple Sholom.  Here is their short bio on David:

R. David Korngruen was born in July of 1954.  He grew up with a younger sister in a non-re-
ligious family but still received his bar mitzvah.  As a kid, David did not enjoy temple because he 
did not feel like he got any benefit from it.  He wasn’t interested in going to college, but his father 
strongly encouraged him to attend.  David went to Monmouth College in Illinois for two years but 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin which he still supports. He was commercial banker for 
thirty-eight years.  He married a woman who had converted to Judiasim.  He and his wife, Kathy, 
adopted two girls, Mia and Miriam.

David joined Temple Sholom in 2007 because  he was not happy with the Temple he had been go-
ing to.  David feels that Temple Sholom becomes a part of you and is a very supportive community.  
For example, when his mother passed away, he was surprised at how many members of Temple 
Sholom came to the shiva held at his sister’s house.  David adds, “One thing I like about Temple 
Sholom is that everyone here is on the same page.  R. David Korngruen feels like a real member at 
Temple Sholom and more connected to his Judaism.
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The Chai Campership Fund was established in 2017 in honor of Rabbi Joel  
Abraham's 18th anniversary as spiritual leader of Temple Sholom of Scotch Plains.
 
The Fund is intended to promote our Temple youth's participation and attendance in  
several types of Jewish programs including summer camps listed on the "One Happy 
Camper List" (https://www.jewishcamp.org/one-happy-camper/) or other similar programs 
that encourage our Temple youth to be lifelong participants in the Jewish community.
 
For this fiscal year ending June 30, 2019 The Temple will award 6 grants of $200 each  
to our youth who are attending one of the qualifying camps. These grants can be paid  
directly to the camp, or will be paid to the family if camp tuition has already been paid
 
The awarding of these grants will be on first come, first serve basis based on the timing of 
receipt of a request to the Email address Treasurer@sholomnj.org. Emails requests will be 
accepted beginning Monday, December 3rd at 10:00 AM.    
 
OTHER CONDITIONS FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR GRANTS
 •  Campers are not eligible until their 2nd year of camp as they can apply for the  

Federation's Happy Camper Scholarship during their first year.
 •  No family can receive more than one grant each Temple fiscal year.
 •  No camper may receive more than 2 grants over the course of their years in camp.
 •  The family that applies for the grant must be a Temple Sholom member in good standing.

If you have any questions about this program, please contact Linda Nieporent at  
treasurer@sholomnj.org.



NOVEMBER 30

David Armm

William Armm

Daniel Berman

Louis Bisgay

Leonard Blacker

Jack Brown

Allan Cohen

Frank Dresdale

Jennie Fishman

Rosemond Goldsmith

Herbert Hirshfield

Ina Hull

Louis Jacobson

Eileen Kaplan

Rita Leffler

David Meyerson

Marion (Terry) Monzella

Joseph J. Mutnick

Morris Perlmutter

Gwendolyn Redfern

Isidor Reiss

Dr. Jacob Rosenblatt

Abraham Sandow

David Seiden

Merle Teschner

Carol Urso 

DECEMBER 7

Rose Barnett

Irving Berger

Alvin Bloom

Leona R. Braustein

Ruth Broad

Paul Chernin

Frances Cohen

Harold Cohen

John Dresdale

Bernard Epstein

Abraham Fishman

David Garcia

Harry Gladstone

Susan Glantz

Sadie Glanzer

Harry Gorsky

Irving Hoffman

Ira Theodore Kaplan

Monroe Katz

Enya Kilberg

Hyman Levine

Jacob Levy

Felicie Moser

Frances Moskowitz

Hershl Podwysoker

Carl Saltzman

Martin Henry Seiden

Lennard Semel

Jack Sosin

Simon Tobey

The Jews of Litin     

   Ukraine

Eric Wachtel

Sherman Wahrsager

Anna Weigl

Elliot Weinstein

George Joseph Wexley

Mack Wolfsony

DECEMBER 14

Harry Aaronson

Hyman Brief

Gershon Chernin

Leo Chester

Bella Cohen

Roger Feldman

Sylvia Greenspan

Herman Jacobs

Gerald Kadish

Donna Kibbel

Benjamin Kritchman

Sophie Levine

Samuel Liebowitz

Martha Loewinger

Pauline Miller

Garry Nemet

Edward Petchesky

Samuel Richman

Simon Schnerman

Sue Schroeder

Herman Seiden

Jack Stein

Liz Stein

Paul Lewis Weiss

Murray Weiss

DECEMBER 21

Rabbi Michael Abraham

Libby Brown

Dr. Mortimer Chanko

Arnold Cohn

Henry M. Dreier

Sophie Dreier

Bess Faust

Bess Faust

Alexander Fromm

Marie Fuss

David Goldberg

Celia Gordon

Sidney Gordon

Irving Hahn

Arno Herzberg

Sidney Katz

Sylvia Knopp

Pearl Kotler

Irving Levine

Maximillian Lowenthal

Polina Margulis

Jack Mazer

Ruth Pearl

Ronni Porbin

Sherlie Quint

Stephen Scher

Constant Segal

Irving Sigal

Milton Simkin

Samuel Solott

Everett Stein

Sylvia Stonehill

Joseph Weinstein

Harold Weiss

Arther Weyuker

DECEMBER 28 

Rosa Barish

Harold Enda

Sylvia Fingerman

Rose Garfinkle

Anna Gittelman

Lillian Goldschein

Hugo Golin

Harvey Jackel

Morris Jaffe

Sarah Kahn

Marc Kluge

Marcia Lerner

Louis Levy

Belle Loberfeld

Nathan Loomar

Joseph Meyerson

Marshall Neuhauser

Howard Richman

Isabel Romm

Maurice Rosen

Libby Sachar

Libby Sachar

Edna Kaufman Sachs

Jack Schwab

Adele Tauriello

Lloyd Temes

Harold Van Wert

CYCLE OF LIFE
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POETRY CORNER
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They were sitting at the edge of the ocean,  
my mother and Eve, digging for mole crabs. 
Amphipods. They’re prehistoric, my mom  
says, like horseshoe crabs. Look at their  
exoskeletons. Like little armored torpedoes.  
Or drills. Their legs tunnel them backwards 
into the sand. 

Eve catches one, holds it between her finger 
and thumb, examines its tiny alien face.  
Its eyes. Planted at the end of two stalky  
appendages, next to their antennae, my  
mother said, trying to teach Eve, like she’d 
done with my kids and me, unaware Eve  
already knows. 

Watch out for gulls! When I was still  
married, one tried to steal a fish right  
from my husband’s hand. 

Then they’re looking for tiny coquina clams, 
shiny pink and purplish-gray ones, each with 
its tiny muscled foot burrowing it, before the 
next wave. 

Like the waves and clams, they washed in  
and faded out. Appear for a second and  
then disappear— 

They’re talking. About something. Blue. Kind 
of rare. Sea glass, I think she says. Then those 
gulls. Black hoods…slender wings: laughing 
gulls. Hear them laughing? 

The two of them. Bent over, faces invisible. 
Shrieking. 

LOVE IS STRONGER THAN HATE
Tree of Life

Saturday, October 27, 2018
Eleven good people murdered

While in synagogue, Tree of Life.
Shot down innocents, while asserted

The gunman:  “All Jews should die”.
My heart weeps, the outrageous tragedy.

At the same time fear - this era
Somber antisemitism gravity.

  Naturally it follows
At the anomaly
Our soul sickens

The Holocaust memory.

Those eleven innocents
As their souls ascended

Please journey a blessed path
Of

Something
Splendid. 

                               Neshama Siner

Mazal Tov to Robin Rosen Chang is the  
Oregon Poetry Association November 2018 
Fall Contest: Poet’s Choice, 1st Place Winner

Dream: At the Beach By Robin Rosen Chang 
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We are seeking an organizer to collect and organize 
bi-monthly submissions for Temple Topics. 

NO SKILLS REQUIRED!  Just be organized with email.  
Please call the office if you are interested in  

helping to work on the issues.

TEMPLE HAPPENINGS

<  Rabbi Abraham, Cantor Sharlein, Director of Education 
Jennifer Levine with all of our new students at the  
Confirmation Service on Shavuot.

^  The Scotch Plains Fanwood Ministerium brought the community 
together for support and to stand up against the violence of hate - 
“Holding Fast to the Tree of Life - Love is Stronger than Hate” at  
the JCC of Central New Jersey on 11/3 

WELCOME  
NEW MEMBERS

Michael & Andrea  
Tannenbaum

MAZAL TOV

Gabriel Cohen, grandson of  
Marjorie Cohen, became a Bar  
Mitzvah on 10/20/18 in Illinois.  
Marjorie was thrilled that Claire 

Bisgay, Rita Ferraro, Anita Lepelstat 
and Deanna Zollinger were able to 
join her this wonderful occasion.

Mazal Tov to Pam & Marv Brander 
on the engagement of their son 
Steven to Samantha LiTrenta.

Amelia Lyte being sworn in  
as a NJ attorney



HAM ALERT!
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 
Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 

Higgins Home for Funerals, Inc. 
 Serving the Jewish community since 1868 

 Prearranged Payment Plans 

 Out of State Services 

 Family 
owned and 
operated 
for over 
135 years. 

Watchung 

752 Mountain Boulevard 

Plainfield 

209 West 8th Street 

(908)756-0017 

Eighth of a 
page ads. 
Next page is 
quarter/half 
page ads 

Show Your  
Temple Pride!

Mugs, tote bags and car  
magnets are available for  
purchase in the Temple office.  
Please make checks payable  
to Temple Sholom.

MAGNETS $3
MUGS $8 
TOTE BAG $5

PLOTS AVAILABLE AT MOUNT LEBANON CEMETERY
Temple Sholom has Cemetery Plots for sale at Mount Lebanon in Iselin. There are singles, doubles  
and several multiple plots available.  We offer plots at well below the going rate as a consideration  
for our community. Non-Jewish spouses and immediate family members can also purchase plots  

alongside their loved ones where available. 

Please call David Korngruen 908-868-8982 with your questions and/or interest for more information.

When you think about what you’d like to leave  
behind, please consider a legacy gift to Temple Sholom.

Please contact me if this is something you have 
thought about or would like to consider.

Bruce Harris, Endowment Committee 
marxman@comcast.net

Break a Leg! Well not really.  Temple Sholom 
Members, Do you have a little ham in you?   

 I’m seeking kosher ham, to organize a  Play 
Reading Group to: Select plays, order play 

books,  investigate playwright’s background, 
cast the play from our group,  then on an 

announced date,  read it to our membership 
followed with open discussion and opinions. 
If this speaks to you, email Neshama Siner to 

come on board:  oneshama@gmail.com
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TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One) 
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and 

for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15) as 
well as regular donations are welcome.  

 

I would like to donate  $18  $36 $54  Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in 
 Honor /  Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

 My check is enclosed  Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only) 
GENERAL FUNDS

 Building Beautification Fund  
 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  
 Congregants’ Emergency Fund 

 To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits 
 Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  

 To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment 
 Hospitality Fund  
 Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund 
 Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund 

 To provide an annual special program for this membership group 
 Mortgage Retirement Fund 
 Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple 
 Prayerbook Fund 
 President’s Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple 
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Temple Sholom Endowment Fund 
  Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund  
 Temple Sholom Wish List Donation 
 Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities 
 Unrestricted Temple Donation 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rahway, N.J. 

Permit No. 712 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
1925 LAKE AVENUE 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

DATED MAIL 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
 

 A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities 
 For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple     
youth. 

 Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund 
 Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

 For teacher education workshops 
 Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  

 For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the 
Religious School 

 Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
 For special & adult eduation programs 

 Religious School Equipment Fund 
 To purchase equipment for the Religious School 

 Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning 
 To support and publicize lifelong learning 

 Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships 
 The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School 

 To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or music  
     programming 

TEMPLE SHOLOM
1925 LAKE AVENUE
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non Profit Org.
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
Rahway, N.J.

Permit No. 712

TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One)
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and  
for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15)  

as well as regular donations are welcome

I would like to donate 0 $18 0 $36 0 $54 0 Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in
0 Honor / 0 Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

0 My check is enclosed 0 Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only)

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
0  A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities  

For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple youth.

0  Chai Campership Fund 
To support our youth in attending Jewish camp & travel to Israel 

0  Education Inclusion Fund 
  Funds staffing and resources to support successful inclusion of children 
with special needs in educational programs

0  Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund
0  Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

For teacher education workshops

0  Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  
For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the  
Religious School

0  Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
For special & adult eduation programs

0  Religious School Equipment Fund  
To purchase equipment for the Religious School

0  Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning  
To support and publicize lifelong learning

0  Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships
0  The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School  

To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or  
music programming

GENERAL FUNDS
0  Building Beautification Fund
0  Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
0  Congregants’ Emergency Fund  

To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits

0  Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  
To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment

0  Hospitality Fund
0  Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund
0  Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund  

To provide an annual special program for this membership group

0  Mortgage Retirement Fund
0  Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple
0  Prayerbook Fund
0  Harold Schwartz Presidents’ Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple

0  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
0  Temple Sholom Endowment Fund  

Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund

0  Temple Sholom Wish List Donation
0  Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities
0  Unrestricted Temple Donation
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