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OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish congregation that welcomes traditional and non 
traditional Jewish families and individuals, aspiring to create a warm and caring  
Jewish atmosphere fostering inclusiveness and community. We engage in life long 
learning, worship, lifecycle events and social action (Tikun Olam), while cultivating  
a love and understanding of our Jewish heritage and promoting the perpetuation  
of Judaism. Temple Sholom strives to be an inclusive and accessible synagogue,  
welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully participate in our Jewish community.

SUKKOT OPEN HOUSE OCTOBER 7

The Carton, Semel, 
Lipsky-MacDonald 
and Pierce families

Lee & Michael Shapiro 
London, Barbara Cooke, 
Lainie Sokolsky

Natalie Darwin, 
Alice Jaffe, 
Claire Bisgay

Jeff & Darcie 
Sharlein, Ellen 
Berman



PILLAR BENEFACTORS

Ellen Berman

Natalie Darwin

Bill & Sandra Dreier

Alex & Luna Kaufman

David & Kathy  
Korngruen

Marianne Kriman

Daniel & Ellen Wolff

TRIPLE CHAI

Linda & David Nieporent

Mark & Sandra  
Nussenfeld

DOUBLE CHAI

Austin & Stacey Bender

Jonathan & Laura Bransky

Lynda Goldschein

Claire Greenberg

Scott & Sara Lerner

Robin Lyons

Alan Nacht 

David Richmand

George & Marlen Pogosky

Steven & Ann Saltzman

Janet Weinstein

CHAI

Anonymous

Marvin & Pam Brander

Marjorie Cohen

Barbara Danziger

Roger & Adrienne  
Graubard

Bruce & Jill Harris

David Harris

Alice Jaffe

Marion Portnoy

James & Stacey  
Pritchett

Michael & Roberta  
Zito

Temple Topics is published 8 times each year by  
Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.  

This newsletter is available at no cost to subscribers.

Under the new Mishpakha 
Benefactor program, members 
who give 18% (Chai), 36%  
(Double Chai), 54% (Triple  
Chai) or 108% (Pillar) over  
the Sustaining Amount are  
recognized as Benefactors.  
We thank them for their 
commitment to and generous 
support of Temple Sholom. 
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING 
HOW YOU CAN BECOME  
A BENEFACTOR?  
 

Contact Mark Nussenfeld  
at 908.305.1061 or
1stVP@sholomnj.org

Thank you to our Benefactor Members

LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR LIFE!
 
Please let us know about your good news and
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple
office and share your glad tidings.

Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given 
week if you would like an Aliyah for the following 
Shabbat.

If you become ill or are hospitalized, please  
let us know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit  
you, and we would like to add your name to our  
Mi-Sheberach list. The hospital is NOT allowed  
to contact the Temple or the Rabbi unless you  
explicitly request them to do so.

Note: To let us know about your news, please  
contact the Temple office directly.

Temple Sholom
A Reform Congregation affiliated with the

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

 Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

 Rabbi Emeritus Gerald A. Goldman

 Cantor Darcie Naomi Sharlein

 President Karyn Weingarten

 Director of Education  Jennifer Levine

 Temple Administrator  Barbara Cooke

 Bookkeeper  Gayle Nettler

 Religious School 
 Administrative Assistant Amy Winkler

 Editor  Lisa Tannenbaum

 Advertising Coordinator  Linda Nieporent

 Temple Phone  908.889.4900

 E-mail  sholom@sholomnj.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD

 President  Karyn R. Weingarten 

 1st VP Mark Nussenfeld 

 2nd VP Pamela Brander 

 Secretary  Jonathan Kaplan 

 Treasurer  Lainie Sokolsky 

 Asst. Treasurer Linda Nieporent 

 Immediate Past President Suzanne M. Lyte 

TRUSTEES

Stacey Bender

Jonathan Bransky

David Carton

Marjorie Cohen

Lisa Drapkin

Bruce Harris

Daniel Jablon

Matt Klein

Aron Laufer

Scott Lerner

Gale Miller

Bill Nadel

Eugene Schulman 

Daniel Sussman

Jill Wallis

HONORARY MEMBERS 
OF THE BOARD

Natalie Darwin 

William Dreier 

Sandra Dreier

Catherine Gilbert 

Luna Kaufman

Sandra Nussefeld 

 

Steven Saltzman 

Martin Schwartz

Susan Sedwin 

Neil Smith 

Lucille Taub

Susan Weiseman
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

 I believe that one of the things that endeared me to the 
Temple Sholom search committee way back in 1999 was when 
I told them that I had grown up at a congregation nearby and 
knew “New Jersey Reform Judaism”.  For most of my childhood, 
my father was the rabbi at Temple Beth-El, the next Reform  
congregation west of Temple Sholom.  While I was growing up, 
the congregation had, every service, a non-Jewish organist and, 
for all but our last few years, a non-Jewish soloist, who stood 
on the bimah next to the rabbi, and sang all the music.  The 
non-Jewish part is not relevant for their religion, but rather the 
background. Not knowing Hebrew, she sang the transliteration  
in much the same way that an opera singer might sing Italian or 
German - for the sounds rather than the words.  For Classical 
American Reform, in much of the 20th century, music was 
performative.  The congregation was allowed to sing along, at 
certain times, but the purpose of the music was the same as 
concert attendance - to move and to uplift the listener.  By the 
1970’s, the status quo was being challenged by the new folk  
music coming out of our youth movement (NFTY) and our 
camps.  The symbol of the classical tradition was the organ  
and the new style - the guitar.
        When I came to Temple Sholom, we still had an organist 
who played at least once a month at Friday evening services and 
at every Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  Most of those services were held in 
the large theater-seating sanctuary, because that was where the 
organ was. Our sanctuary had seating for about three hundred,  
a raised bimah (with several stairs) and a very imposing  
architecture.  The acoustics were designed so that the  
congregation could hear music from the bimah, but not the 
singing of the congregation.  There was a large organ and even a 
choir space which was designed (but I do not know if ever used) 
for the choir to sing, invisible to the congregation, behind a wall 
with a mesh screen.  At Temple Emanu-El in New York City, the 
choir and the organist are actually one story up, above the Ark, 
behind a similar wall.  The worship space was designed to make 
the congregant an observer more than a participant.
        Following trends which pre-dated my tenure, Temple  
Sholom had already begun to change.  For several years, we had 
hired student Cantors from Hebrew Union College, who brought 
not only the formal style of classical Reform Judaism, but the 
hazzanut of Ashkenazic Orthodoxy, the neo-hasidism of Shlomo 
Carlebach, and Sephardic tradition, as well as the new Debbie 
Friedman camp music.  On the non-organist Shabbats, music 
was either a capella or guitar.  For the High HolyDays, we had a 
hired (non-member) choir for the High HolyDays, and the guitar 
was rarely used.  Services had occasionally been held in the old 
sanctuary, known as the Nathanson chapel, with more informal 
seating and a (slightly) lower bimah.  I arrived in the summer, 
and we began to have summer services seated in the round.   
As our student cantors were not available during July and  
August, we mostly sang a capella. The now well-known rule 
began - when there is no cantor, the congregation has to sing 
louder to drown out the rabbi.
        Now, however, the secret agenda can finally be revealed.  
As we were encouraging our new student cantors to bring more 
and more guitar music into our worship, we began to alternate 
our worship between the formal sanctuary and the less formal 
chapel, based on attendance and feel for the service.  When  
the time came to leave our Plainfield location, we made two  
important changes.  In our new worship space, we sat in a 
semi-circle, rather than in straight rows.  Our new student cantor, 
Shira Nafshi, developed a volunteer congregant choir.  The new 
choir practiced every week and sang, formally, every month or 
so.  Here’s the subversive part.  We knew that many of the  
members of our choir were regular service attendees.  We 

consciously taught them  
new music that the  
congregation could sing.   
The most important time the 
choir sang was not on the 
monthly Fridays when they 
led, but every other Friday 
when they sat mixed in the 
rest of the congregation and 
provided an example of  
joyous voices coming from 
the membership, not just 
from the bimah.  Over the time  
that we spent in rental space, we 
transformed ourselves from a 
listening congregation to a singing 
congregation.  Over time, one of 
the most important criteria when 
we interviewed student cantors 
was their guitar skills and ability  
to sing with and not over the  
congregation.  It is no surprise  
that our current cantor, who  
sang from childhood in her  
congregational choir, was also a 
songleader in our NFTY region.  
We created a songbook with  
transliteration, so everyone could sing, regardless of their  
Hebrew knowledge.  When the time came to design our new 
building, our acoustics were intentionally designed for the  
congregation to hear each other sing, as well as to hear the 
voice of cantor and choir.
        As in our Proverbs quote this month, a house of worship is 
also built by wisdom and meaningful worship is established by 
understanding - understanding not just of what prayer may be, 
but how to participate.  At the beginning of each service, the 
cantor and I work to bring everyone into worship. Our worship 
philosophy is that everyone should feel invited to participate in 
whatever way they are comfortable, but that we make the  
service as accessible as possible. On a Saturday morning,  
we spend ten to fifteen minutes introducing that unique  
congregation to our prayerbook, to our music, to our worship. 
Our B’nei Mitzvah are trained to be leaders of meaningful Jewish 
worship - and they know that it is a partnership between leaders 
and congregation.
        Growing up in a congregation, in our Reform youth  
movement, in the music of our camps, my favorite song has 
always been Debbie Friedman’s “Sing Unto God”.  Here it is, in its 
original, slightly dated, language.  Thank you for singing with me 
(and over me) for the past 18 years:

Sing unto God, sing a new song
O sing praises to God, give thanks to Him with a song
O sing praises unto the Lord thy God.
Rejoice in the Lord all ye righteous
And cry out to the Lord with joy
Sing out from your hearts, O sing praises to God.
(Bless His name, O sing unto the Lord a song of prayer
Sing praises to the Lord, sing unto God) (2x)
Sing unto God, sing a new song unto (3x) God,
Sing a new song unto God (3x)

Songwriters: Debbie Friedman
Sing Unto God lyrics  
© A Side Music LLC D/B/A Modern Works Music Publishing

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

A house is built 

by wisdom, and 

is established by 

understanding; 

by knowledge 

are its rooms 

filled with all 

precious and 

beautiful things 

- Proverbs 24:2



CANTOR’S CORNER

This trimester Ellen Berman, who is directing the Religious School  
Kesher program, invited me to share a “Shabbat playlist” with a group  
of fifth and sixth graders participating in the “Shabbatify” Kesher  
group. Under the guidance of their teacher Andy Rubin, they are  
working to create their own Shabbat playlists – music that might or 
might not be Jewish but that, in Ellen’s words, “they feel will enhance 
their enjoyment of Shabbat.” 
 
It was great fun putting together my playlist, and so I wanted to share a taste of it with you. It is 
divided into three categories: transition music, Friday night music, and Saturday morning music. 
Here is one selection from each of those categories:
 
The transition music is representative of what I regularly listen to on my way to Friday night 
services. My car radio is always tuned to WNYC so that I can keep up with the news, but on the 
drive to Friday night services I usually turn it off as a way to clear my head for Shabbat.  
Sometimes I drive in silence; sometimes I listen to Hamilton (it’s almost always in my CD  
player). My favorite song from the show, which I will sometimes listen to on repeat – especially 
on Shabbat – is Dear Theodosia. It is a beautiful, gentle song in which rivals Aaron Burr and  
Alexander Hamilton each sings to his newborn child of dreams for the future and are united,  
if just for a moment, by the same thing we all want – a better future for the next generation.  
In a world filled with turmoil, this song gives me a measure of peace and hope and helps me 
move forward into Shabbat.
 
In contrast to the transition music, the songs in the Friday night and Saturday morning  
categories of my playlist are all Jewish pieces of music. They are songs that instantly put me  
in a “Shabbat mood.” 
 
On Friday nights, I gravitate toward music that is slow and mellow. Friday night has always felt 
to me to be a spiritual, soulful time. The songs in the Friday night music section of my playlist 
tap into this feeling and the idea of “Shabbat menuchah” – “Shabbat rest.” One song that  
exemplifies Shabbat menuchah is Craig Taubman’s Hashkiveinu, from his Friday Night Live  
album (you might recognize it as a piece of music our choir sometimes sings, most recently  
as part of the Kol Nidre service). The Hashkiveinu prayer is part of the evening liturgy and asks 
for shelter and protection. Taubman’s Hashkiveinu, and this recording in particular, with a vocal 
duet, guitars, and saxophone, is comforting and peaceful. It envelops me in the calm I seek  
on Friday night.

Saturday morning, however, is the time I more naturally tap into the idea of “oneg Shabbat” – 
“Shabbat joy.” With the sun shining and the world waking up, my spirit is energized and ready 
to celebrate with more upbeat music. One example is Halleli by Naom Katz, from his album  
Rakia. Taken from Psalm 146:1, it is a song of praise to God – at least a third of the song is the 
word “hal’luyah” (literally: “praise God”). It’s got plenty of energy and is the type of song that 
might make you want to dance, or at least not sit still. 

Be on the lookout for ways to see playlists from the Shabbatify group members and  
their guests!

Cantor Darcie Sharlein

4



PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MEMO

Each of us has our own opinion as to what makes Temple Sholom 

special.  Is Temple Sholom special because of the individuals you’ve 

met which have become your friends?  Is Temple Sholom special 

because of the dedicated and patient educators?  Is Temple Sholom 

special because of our youth and their genuine interest in Jewish 

learning and rituals?  Is Temple Sholom special because of the  

volunteers who help organize engaging events?  Is Temple Sholom 

special because of Temple Administrator Barbara Cooke?  Is Temple Sholom special because 

of Cantor Darcie Sharlein?  For me, the answer is a resounding “YES!” to all the above.  

What am I forgetting?  Oh yes!  Rabbi Joel Abraham is an integral part of making Temple 

Sholom so very special.

As we embark on a season of reflection and Thanksgiving, I thank and congratulate  

Rabbi Abraham on his 18th year – his Chai Anniversary – as our Rabbi here at Temple  

Sholom.  Rabbi Abraham has strengthened our congregation from when we were in  

Plainfield, temporarily in Fanwood, to our current home in Scotch Plains.  Rabbi Abraham 

has brought Temple Sholom into our next 100 years.  His contributions in teaching the 

adults and the youth of our congregation are immeasurable.  Many of us have traveled 

with Rabbi Abraham – as families, as students, and as chaperones – to Israel, Eastern  

Europe, and Washington DC.  Thankfully we have all had the opportunity to learn and  

pray with Rabbi Abraham as we celebrated Brit Milah, B’nei Mitzvah, confirmation,  

holidays, and other milestones, including mourning the loss of loved ones.  

Are you thinking, “Wow, 18 years of Rabbi Abraham and his sermons – how wonderful?”   

Or rather, are you thinking, “wow, 18 years of Rabbi Abraham and his sermons – how  

much longer?”  As I mentioned at the Annual Meeting in June, we have renewed Rabbi 

Abraham’s contract for the next ten years.  Regardless of your level of enthusiasm, we  

can all agree that Rabbi Abraham brings his own style – in his sermons, his choice of ties, 

his choice of hats – to Temple Sholom.

In celebration of this milestone, the Board of Trustees has created a Chai Campership 

Fund.  Rabbi Abraham has been a driving force encouraging Temple Sholom children to 

experience Jewish-based summer camp and travel to Israel.  This new fund will support 

our youth in attending such programs.  Consider a donation to the Chai Campership Fund 

in honor of Rabbi Abraham’s Chai Anniversary at Temple Sholom.

We will be honoring Rabbi Abraham on Friday, December 1st at 6:00 pm with a Shabbat 

dinner followed by a special Shabbat service beginning at 7:30 pm.  Join me in acknowl-

edging Rabbi Abraham and how he has made Temple Sholom special over the past 18 

years.  Thank you Rabbi Abraham.  We all look forward to what you will do to continue to 

make Temple Sholom special in the future.

Karyn Weingarten
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS AND VIEWS

Shalom Temple Families,

Now that we have all (hopefully) settled into the school year, I wanted to 

share some simple  suggestions for connecting with your child’s teacher.  

I have observed over the years that this is a critical and sometimes  

overlooked relationship can be the connective tissue for your child to  

feel safe and secure while at Temple.

*First and foremost, meet and greet your child’s teacher by name as much 

as you can. When your child sees you engage in quick friendly connection, he/she gets the signal 

that this is a safe place. If your child has any difficulties with transitions or behavioral challenges, 

the greeting reinforces to your child that you and the teacher are a team.

*Be involved. It can’t be stated enough – our kids learn more by what we do than what we say. 

When your child observes your involvement with Temple – through rituals, committees, or  

supporting the religious school, he/she understands in a deep way the value of Jewish community.

*Keep communication open and positive – That said (tip above), I don’t want to undermine  

the value of positive words. Talking with your child about the value you receive from Temple in-

volvement also has a positive impact. Share your positive experiences with your child and  

encourage him/her to share them with you.

*Advocate for your child – If something is not working well, listen to your child and assure him/

her that the two of you can find a solution to the problem. An example that came to my attention 

this year was that one of our young students expressed feeling overwhelmed by the amount of 

Hebrew she thought she was expected to master this year.  I explained our approach to her mom 

and suggested it might take a few weeks for her to adjust to the pace of learning. I assured her 

that her daughter was capable of mastering the lessons and encouraged them to work together 

– giving them permission to release the stress and enjoy the time together. Within a week, both 

mother and daughter had adjusted and reported all was going well. There is no challenge that we 

can’t solve with some clear communication, patience and creative thinking.

*Try to understand both sides – Sometimes our children sound so clear and convincing that it is 

easy to get wrapped up in the story as they tell it. When a challenging incident takes place, it’s 

important to listen carefully to your child, and then check in with the child’s teacher to hear the 

story from an adult.

*Understand that our teachers are only human – The Rabbi at my home synagogue, Bnai  

Keshet, in Montclair started her Rosh Hashana sermon with these words – “Everybody stinks at 

their job” – after a bit of uncomfortable silence, then a chuckle, she went on to share a deeply 

moving sermon about this little secret we all harbor. We all are doing the best we can – teachers, 

parents, and kids – and we fear that it’s still just not good enough. The good news is we are all in 

this predicament together – rising every day to bring our best selves forward to create a more 

peaceful, loving and harmonious school – and world!

I hope you are inspired to make a bit of extra effort with your child’s teacher this year.  

Of course, I am always available to support you!

Warmly, 

Jennifer Levine 

Director of Education
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Molly Rubin 10/1

Erin Striegel 10/1

Grace Braverman 10/2

Amanda Hill 10/3

Sydney Klein 10/4

Asher Jackvony 10/5

Ian Lewis 10/5

Ellen O’Brien 10/5

Samantha Blaschak 10/6

Matthew Fisher 10/6

Avital Devorah Abraham 10/7

Wendy Baum 10/7

Jordan Binkowitz 10/7

Eric Brickman 10/7

Barton Stabler 10/8

Martha Cole 10/9

Shmuel Tabak 10/10

Garrett Zito 10/10

Abigail Bender 10/11

Keri Rothman 10/11

Shari Duralek 10/12

Marcia Flood 10/12

Ben Slack 10/12

Ryan Zuckman 10/12

Lily Kristiansen 10/13

Zachary Amsellem 10/14

Curt Rubin 10/14

Benjamin Silverman 10/14

Ronnie Liebowitz 10/15

Harry Wachtel 10/15

Jenny Amador 10/17

Esther Hirshfield 10/17

Ross Miller 10/17

Sophie Drapkin 10/19

Alan Sepinwall 10/19

Alice Jaffe 10/20

Noah Kornfeld 10/20

Seth Richer 10/20

Gail Brickman 10/22

Jacob Hall 10/22

Anita Lepelstat 10/22

Christine Martinez 10/23

Susan Weiseman 10/23

Edward Seiden 10/24

Grant Darwin 10/26

Helena Nash 10/26

Samuel Goetz 10/27

Karina Zuckman 10/27

Hadassah Tabak 10/28

Doris Dresdale 10/29

Chloe Jackvony 10/29

Ally Muhlstock 10/29

Andrea Ganzman 10/30

Elin Diamond 10/31

Roger Graubard 10/31

Poppy Elise Striegel 10/31

Alexander Fisher 11/2

Steve Muhlstock 11/3

Stacey Schoenbrun 11/4

Maya Yael Friedman 11/5

Gilbert Kaplan 11/5

Jay Bloom 11/6

Florence Darwin 11/6

Ali Dorn 11/6

Alice Grebanier 11/6

Kenneth Lichtman 11/6

Drew Sklarin 11/6

Jane Murray 11/8

Lee Shapiro-London 11/8

Emily Hill 11/9

Elizabeth Koizumi 11/9

Elissa Steingart 11/9

Marvin Brander 11/10

Carole Kenyon 11/10

Stephanie Klein 11/10

Sally Isaacs 11/11

Matthew Schwab 11/11

Alex Bernstein 11/13

James Pritchett 11/13

Amanda Ringel 11/13

David Schiff 11/13

Matthew Wiener 11/13

Sydney Brown 11/14

Susan Feibush 11/14

Amy Zweiman 11/15

Devon Brickman 11/16

Noah Baum 11/17

Steve Gal 11/17

Loren Hsu 11/17

Theodore Philip Six 11/17

Larry Friedman 11/17

Mallary Saltzman 11/18

Debi Scholar 11/18

Rebekah Adelson 11/20

Noah Kristiansen 11/20

Meredith White 11/20

Ted Dreier 11/22

William Robins 11/22

David Rosen 1124

Janet Kahn 11/25

Mathew Lieberman 11/25

Jerry Talbert 11/25

Jill Trenk 11/27

Luna Kaufman 11/28

Rabbi Joel Abraham 11/29

Ralph Kline 11/29

William Jacob Six 11/30

Mackenzie Trenk 11/30

Michael Zito 11/30

Jenny Piezas 11/30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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Stacey & Austin Bender 10/6

Nancy & Barton Stabler 10/8 

Mark & Sandra Nussenfeld 10/9

Jeff & Pam Dorn 10/10

Stephanie & Kenneth Lichtman 10/12

David & Linda Nieporent 10/15

Barbara & Louis Cooke 10/16

Kevin & Jennifer Gold 10/17

Arlaina & Eric Sokolsky 10/19

Michelle & Steve Gal 10/26

Alison & David Blaschak 10/28

Cindy & Jeff Hill 10/29

Alyssa & Daniel Amsellem 10/30 

Robert & Cathy Gilbert 11/2

Heather & Chris Hopkins 11/6

Jaime & Dominic LaRosa 11/6

Steve Muhlstock & 
  Sarah Cleffi-Muhlstock 11/6 

Nicole & Jim Gleason 11/12

George & Marlene Pogosky 11/22

Arnold & Margo Lidsky 11/26

Philip & Maureen Leitner 11/29

David & Kathy Korngruen 11/30

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!



Debora Bresch & Michael Carlucci & daughter Sophie

Ann Weiss

Wendy & Steven Herzberg

Josh & Jenny Piezas & their children Max & Ben

Jen & Dave Sprinzen & their son Aaron 

Alan & Marian Sepinwall & their children Julia & Ben

Eileen & Daniel Mason & their children Sophie & Ian

Marc & Maura Geller & their children Ilivia, Maverick & Maclan

Esther & David King & their children Rebecca & Sophia

Adam & Andrea Ganzman & their children Brayden & Lily

Shari Littman & James Feehan
   

WELCOME BACK!

Eric & Lisa Birnbaum

Miriam Silverman

Robin Rosen Chang & Roberto Chang, along with their children Amanda & Andres

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
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Ronnie Liebowitz is delighted to  

invite you to join her and her 

family in celebrating the giving 

of her Hebrew name to Faith 

Liebowitz Harrell, daughter of 

Meryl and Peter Harrell on  

Friday, November 24th, 2017.  

A light dinner and dessert  

will be sponsored by Ronnie 

following the 6pm service.

INVITATION

SPOTLIGHT MEMBER

Daniel Serna, 10th grader and member of this year’s 
Confirmation class, will be honored as 2017 Homefirst 
Hero at the Homefirst Housing & Family Services  
Annual Evening of Thanks on Nov 1st. Daniel began 
a school supply drive for Homefirst as his bar mitzvah 
project and then made it an annual event, collecting 
hundreds of new school supplies each year. During the 
summer of 2017 he ran his 4th annual school supply 
drive with donations helping another 60 kids whose 
families are served by Homefirst in Plainfield. Homefirst 
now hosts an annual back to school event each August 
to distribute the supplies.

The Homefirst Evening of Thanks is Nov 1, 2017 from 
6pm to 9:30pm at Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch 
Plains. The event is a fundraiser for Homefirst and  
features live entertainment, an auction, and a food and 
wine tasting from Union County restaurants.  
To purchase tickets to attend, visit  
http://conta.cc/2h2XQhx
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NEW WEBSITE

The Israelites took 40 years to arrive at the Promised Land...  
It took Temple Sholom 100 years to get a new website.

After years spent dreaming of a fully-functional, 
aesthetically-pleasing and modern website that 
truly represented our hamische congregation’s 
proud history, traditions and values, Temple  
Sholom officially unveiled its new website on 
Sept. 28. The site contains information on just 
about every aspect of Temple Sholom -- from  
our mission statement and core values, to our 
Temple’s leadership, to our religious school and 
our many committees and organizations -- as  
well as news and other information to keep our 
congregants and the public informed.

We hope that you enjoy the new site, and we 
welcome any questions, feedback or suggestions 
that you might have. Please send all website- 
related inquiries to website@sholomnj.org.

From a design standpoint, the site was constructed to be both easy to navigate and eye-catching, with intuitive 
menus, a scrolling photo montage and large information blocks on the homepage. It has direct links to information 
that the congregation and site visitors needs the most, including event calendars, important contacts and more, 
so that visitors can find the info they need themselves before calling the Temple. The warm color palette was 
chosen to complement the colors of Temple’s new logo, which was unveiled last year, and it was built on an  
updated version of technologies that powered the old site, so it didn’t have to be built completely from scratch.

That said, many months of planning and coordination, and hundreds of volunteer-hours were spent in the  
creation of the new site, including liaising with the website vendor and many key stakeholders within the Temple; 
designing the layout, navigation and aesthetics; compiling, writing and editing all of the website copy; porting the 
archives from the old site; combing through stacks of photos to post on the new site; and so much more activity 
‘behind the scenes.’ Many more volunteer-hours will have to go into the upkeep and maintenance of the site in 
order to keep the content fresh and ensure its proper function.

Part of those duties will fall on the Temple’s new Website Committee, consisting primarily of Scott Lerner, David 
Liss, Eric Sokolsky and Seth Weingarten, however other committees will also be heavily involved, such as the 
Religious School, the Marketing Committee and other committees and social groups whose responsibility it will 
be to keep their own pages fresh and up to date. Others, such as Lisa Tannenbaum (Temple Topics Editor), Steve 
Saltzman (Temple Archivist) and Barbara Cooke (Temple Administrator) will also play key roles in keeping the 
congregation informed.

Parts of the site are still a work in progress, 
including fleshing out the password-protected, 
Members Only area; integrating The Flame  
and streaming video services into the site;  
adding more pictures to the Temple’s photo  
galleries; and more. If anyone would like to join 
the Website Committee, your help would be 
greatly appreciated -- and your work would be 
visible to the whole congregation!

           – Karyn Weingarten 
President, Temple Sholom

What’s everyone 
saying about it?



OCTOBER 6 
Irving Block

Rabbi Marcus Burstein

Ann Campbell

Emma Danziger

Samuel G. Dreier

Lillian Epstein

Irene Fielder

Helen Fier

Gerald Gellady

Eileen Gillman

Lena Glass

Cecile Granof

Edward R. Hoffman

Samuel Kaufman

E. Harold Levy

Bernard Lipman

Louis Lubin

Norma Messing

May Nagourney

Enid Nieporent

Martin Rosoff

Julius J. Sand

Nathan Schwartz

Ida Silverman

Morris Vogel

Fred Walters

Mildred Wasserman

Blanche Weinstein

Richard Zinn

OCTOBER 13 
Emanuel Altman

Joel Breit

Betty Brown

Herman Davis

Irving Gordon

Pasha Chana Gutkin

Philip Hackman

Charles Kaplan

Norma Kaufman

Audrey Kemelor

Y’chil Liebowitz

Donald A. Miller

Harvey Miller

Ruth Mollick

Irving Nacht

Samuel Nadel

Samuel Null

Oscar Pinn

Jeffrey Rothenberg

Melvin Segal

Ralph James Smith, Jr.

Hazel Tepper

Isaac Walters

Haskel Yampolsky

OCTOBER 20 
Joseph Arogeti

Miriam Blitzstein

Mildred Bloom

Jacob Botkin

Cecelia Brecher

Isadore Breiman

Deena Bronston

Leila Bussell

Walter Cherr

Raymond M. Flacks

Ruth Greenstein

Walter Klein

Minnie Kline

Rae Levine

Robert Lipton

Zena F. Meador

George Miller

Jennie Palkowitz

Buddy Paris

Sidney Raymar

Patricia Rosenthal

Morris Schnitzer

Jack Schoenhouse

Norma Sklarin

David St. Lifer

Helen Weigl

Netta Yood

Raphael Yood

OCTOBER 27 
Ada Armm

Iosif Ayzin

Marlene Jacobs Beckenstein

Max Becker

Rose Berger

Anna Berman

Samuel Bisgay

Milton Bleiman

Irving Bussel

Anna Cohen

Santa Colon

Marge DenBrader

Helen Dubman

Fannie Eber

Daniel Eisenberg

Paula Felmeister

Rose Frieden

Frank Genessen

Belle S. Gindin

Rose Gordon

Celia Jaffe

William Joseph

Jeanne Krugman

Libby Levenstein

Betsy Lipkin

Sadie Mergler

Harriet Natter

Alex Pinsky

Hyman Polskin

Sidney Raymar

Paul Rothman

Rose Rothman

Harold Schwartz

Luke Shak

Michael Smith

Katie Spevack

Bella Weinstein

Marx Weyuker

Minnie Widerman

NOVEMBER 3 
Natalie M. Albert

Samuel Alpert

Beatrice Berman

Bertha Bloksberg

Alice R. Braveman

Harriet K. Breen

Julius B. Cohen

Debbie Downs

Benjamin Eisman

Fanny Epstein

Lillian Friedman

Jac Gindin

Frances Goldstein

Harriet Gottlieb

Paul Gutkin

Gail Joseph

Sarah Kenyon

Lottie Koss

Rosalind Tornberg Leeds

James Michael Levin

Naomi (Penny) Margolies

Robert Markowitz

Perry Meyer

Joseph Meyers

Mildred Miller

Joan Barbara Pashin

Janet Reisberg

Gertrude Resnick

Solomon Ringel

Sarah Saltzman

Joseph Schenk

Henry Leon Schoen

Harold Schwartz

Elizabeth P. Snyder

Samuel Tedlow

Gertrude Vogel

Hilda Weinberg

Mildred Weiss

Samuel Widerman

NOVEMBER 10 
Dora Bush

Devorah Chernin

Jessie Cohen

Joan Deutschmeister

Theodore Dreier

Abram Dresdale

Fannie Epstein

Larry Fishbein

Ruth Fishman

Aaron Flanzbaum

Nathan Fleishman

Fay Gartenberg

Samuel Gartenberg

Alfred Gelfond

Leiba Goldstein

William Goldstein

Cy Golub

Max Greenberg

Murray Hackman

Helen S. Hertz

Philip E. Hertz

Richard Hey

Richard Hull

Gustave Lang

Evan Lederman

Joseph Lichtenstein

Max Markowitz

Fanny Mutnick

William Newcorn

Rabbi Jack Pianko

Gertrude Radish

Annie Resnick

Bertha Ringel

Cynthia Ross

Julia Sandel

CYCLE OF LIFE
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Benjamin Schlosser

Amy Schnitzer

Hortense Sedwin

Max Shapiro

Samuel Siegel

Edward Skalka

Joseph Smith

Janet Sobel

Lena Sobel

Israel Soloman

Carola Stern

Max Stern

Helen Yood

NOVEMBER 17
Ethel Abrams

Isadore Blitzstein

Robert Darwin

Mildred R. Dreier

Dr. Louis Finkelstein

Louis Gladstone

Abe Goldstein

Jerome Greenberg

Rose Greenberg

Sidney Hausner

Harriet Isaacs

Herman Kestenbaum

Selick Krigstein

Joel Lederman

Herbert Messing

Dorothy Pasmowitz

Don Reisberg

Estelle Sandow

Shirley Siegler

Lilli Taylor

Joseph Warshaw

Malcolm Warshaw

Adele Wernick

NOVEMBER 24
Eleanor Arasin

David Armm

Helen Bergida

Daniel Berman

Gertrude Beutel

Harry Bronston

Joseph Coleman

Mortimer Danziger

Edward DenBrader

Peggy Gidding

Shelly Glaser-Freedman

Max Goldberg

Lillian Greenberg

Louis Hayman

Peter Herzberg

Julius Lerner

Ella Levy

Sarah Lichtenstein

Sidney Loberfeld

Ida Nieporent

Lee Piness

Bruce Rosenthal

Samuel Rothberg

Blanche Saltzman

Harry Saltzman

Abraham Sandow

Julia Schoen

Matilda Singer

Max Sobel

Sylvia Spiller

Diana Stein

Fred C. Stern

Frances Weiser

Max Wolff

DECEMBER 1
William Armm

Sarah Braveman

Allan Cohen

Frank Dresdale

Tracey Edelman

Jennie Fishman

Samuel Fox

Rosemond Goldsmith

Herbert Hirshfield

Ina Hull

Eileen Kaplan

Josephine Koprowski

Dr. Maurice Kunzman

Joseph J. Mutnick

Morris Perlmutter

Gwendolyn Redfern

Abe Resch

Dr. Jacob Rosenblatt

David Seiden

Mollie Shapiro

Joseph Sherman

Jack Sosin

Merle Teschner

Carol Urso

Samuel Wahrsager

Albert Weiseman

CYCLE OF LIFE
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Carole Remba  

& family on the  

death of her father,  

Oscar J. Wasserman

Josh Isaacs  

on the death of  

his cousin,  

Scott Maier

CONDOLENCES TO:

CORRECTION:

Lego Night is Thursday, Dec. 14th.  
This was inadvertantly published in last month’s 

Temple Topics with an incorrect date. Please 

update your calendars for this fun event.

SAVE THE DATE

Rabbi’s Chai 18th anniversary

We will be honoring Rabbi Abraham on Friday, 
December 1st at 6:00 pm with a Shabbat dinner 
followed by a special Shabbat service beginning 
at 7:30 pm.  

In celebration of this milestone, the Board of 
Trustees has created a Chai Campership Fund.  
Rabbi Abraham has been a driving force  
encouraging Temple Sholom children to  
experience Jewish-based summer camp and 
travel to Israel.  This new fund will support  
our youth in attending such programs. 

Consider a donation to the new Chai  
Campership Fund in honor of Rabbi Abraham’s 
Chai Anniversary at Temple Sholom.    

  –Temple Sholom’s 18th Anniversary Committee

Thank you to all who donated Scrip cards 

for Hurricane Harvey relief.  Members 

purchased almost $3000 of Scrip that was 

sent to Congregation Beth Israel in Houston, 

TX to be distributed to those in need.

THANK YOU



Temple Sholom is Housing the Homeless November 19–26, 2017

As we look around the corner, Thanksgiving will be upon as.   
Many of us will be sharing the holiday with family and friends,  
appreciative for what we have, enjoying a festive meal, and  
finding ourselves tucked in at night in a warm bed with a roof  
over our heads.  For others, the working poor, those with health 
challenges, or “victims” of downsizing in the workforce, this  
scenario is very different.  They rely upon organizations like  
Family Promise and participating congregations like our own  
Temple Sholom to provide temporary housing, typically changing 
locations every week.

Temple Sholom welcomed guests from Family Promise last  
year in late December, providing meals and housing as well as  
Christmas Holiday cheer and celebration.  We are once again  
going to have an opportunity to welcome new families into our  
home at Temple Sholom, November 19th-26th. 

We need the help of our congregation to assist us in being good hosts.  
There are a number of ways that you can participate in this very meaningful and 
life-altering experience.

•  Consider volunteering to sleep at the Temple as a chaperone one night during 
our hosting week.   

•  Donate food items or prepared meals. Donate travel size toiletries.

•  Donate a small table clock and/or lamp to be used by guests in their  
“bedrooms” at Temple Sholom.

•  This year we will need to provide our own linens: sheets, blankets, pillows, 
hand towels.  Please consider donating “new or “like new” twin bedding.  We 
have 16 air mattresses on site donated to us by Family Promise. If you would 
prefer to donate a Target Gift card (Scrip card), we are happy to use them to 
shop for these necessary items.

•  We’re using SignUp.com (the leading online SignUp and reminder tool)  
to organize our upcoming SignUps.

Here’s how it works in 3 easy steps:

1)  Click this link to see our SignUp on SignUp.com:  
http://signup.com/go/ecogdDP

2) Review the options listed and choose the spot(s) you like.

3)  Sign up! It’s Easy - you will NOT need to register an account  
or keep a password on SignUp.com.

  Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with anyone.  
If you prefer not to use your email address, please contact me and  
I can sign you up manually. 

If you have any questions, contact Jill Kaplan, jsklcsw@aol.com
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SPOTLIGHT PROGRAM

Temple  
Member Larry 
Trenk played 
Santa for our 
guests last  
December



EVENT RECAP

Sholom AGAIN! Pizza in the Hut October 8, 2017

To all High Holy Day ushers:

A great big thank you and appreciation for all of your outstanding efforts in helping 
to keep things running smoothly during high holy day services!
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Ed Bort
Alex Fisher
David Lipsky 
David Carton
Debbie Fitzgerald
Ann Saltzman
Marjorie Cohen
David Gorbunoff
Mallary Saltzman
Mitchell Cole
Mara Gordon
Cliff Sobel
Tony Contreras
Adrienne Graubard

Ira Stern
Allen Darwin
Roger Graubard
June Stern
Florrie Darwin
Josh Isaacs
Richie Tannenbaum
Gary Darwin
Nicole Lacorte-Klein
Seth Weingarten 
Jodye Darwin 
Ronnie Leibowitz
Linda Wolf
Pam Dorn

^ Aron Laufer shakes the Lulav

THANK YOU



NOTES FROM ABROAD

Our Sister Congregation in Budapest 
Sim Shalom Congregation, September 6, 2017

Lots of good news this month!!! Our participation in the Leadership 
Training program offered by the Joint (JDC) sponsored organization 
Mozaik Hub is finally paying off. After going through lots of exercises 
on how to build up our stakeholder connections and planning ways 
to strengthen our congregation and make it more self-sustaining 
financially, we have finally been awarded a grant to hire a person to 
do some of the actual spadework involved. The grant will pay for someone to work in two areas, improving 
our public relations and doing fund-raising. The grant is for one year and hopefully will be renewed. It also 
includes a good bit of professional consultation in both these areas to help the new person get started.

Last Sunday Sim Shalom had a very successful PR event with its 
booth at the annual street fesitival called Pozsonyi Picnic, held 
beside the Danube in the most Jewish section of Budapest. As 
you’ll see in the attached photos, we sold Judaica imported from 
Israel by our President, Gergo Guba, had tables full of people 
doing handicrafts (silk and rock painting) and Rabbi Kelemen 
lectured on the Kabbalistic significance of the letter Aleph, and 
it’s importance for the New Year. Lots of strollers stopped to 
ask about Sim Shalom and Reform Judaism, and many left their 
contact info to be informed about our programs during the fall 
and winter.

The Methodist Church owners of the Youth Club space we are 
using for our Friday night services have made it possible for 
us to also have our Saturday morning programs, both Torah 
Study and Torah reading services, in the same place, as well as 
Wednesday evening Adult Education programs. This will have 
the great advantage that everything will occur in one place, and 
we can store all the materials we use in one place. The space is 
big enough for the number of people who attend regularly, but 
not if we have many visitors. Just last week, one big group of 
Americans did not come to our Friday night services because we 
couldn’t seat them all. So we continue to vigorously pursue  
the possibility to rent the big apartment owned by the local  
government. Unfortunately, that is going slowly.

It looks probable that one of our proposals to the Hungarian 
government is paying off. Unofficially we’ve been told that  
we will get three years worth of the 1% donations that we  
formerly got as a religious institution, for 2014-16, and that our 
name will be on the tax return for 2017 making us eligible for  
further donations in the future, directly from our supporters. 
Keep your fingers crossed that it all actually happens.

Best wishes,

Jesse Weil

Any U.S. reader who wishes to make a donation to Sim Shalom  
Congregation can do so by going to the web site of our support  
organization, Friends of Sim Shalom; 
http://www.friendsofsimshalom.org/

Your support will be much appreciated at this difficult time.  
And for more information about the congregation visit the website:
http://www.sim-shalom.org
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 
Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 

15Higgins Home for Funerals, Inc. 
 Serving the Jewish community since 1868 

 Prearranged Payment Plans 

 Out of State Services 

 Family 
owned and 
operated 
for over 
135 years. 

Watchung 

752 Mountain Boulevard 

Plainfield 

209 West 8th Street 

(908)756-0017 

Eighth of a 
page ads. 
Next page is 
quarter/half 
page ads 

WOMEN ON OUR OWN

WOOO is an active group of Temple members, comprised 
of widows, women who are divorced, or single.  Our 
WOOO meeting on Sept. 24th was a great success.  It  
included a time for us to socialize, which we always enjoy.  
It also involved a practical and interesting discussion about 
the new High Holiday prayerbooks and the Rosh Hashanah 
Service.  We agreed that the prayerbooks were more  
appropriate to the times in which we live.  We discussed 
many ways in which we thought the service was relevant.  
We also suggested ways that the service involve the  
congregation more.  Our suggestions were brought to the 
Religious Practice Committee, which very much appreciated 
the recommendations we made.

Many thanks go out to Robin Lyons and Natalie Darwin, who came early to set up our  
refreshments for the meeting.  Appreciation also goes to Alvaro, for his pre-meeting assistance.

WOOO wish to welcome two new members to our group.  Ann Weiss and Mara Gordon have 
just joined us.  We are very pleased to have them with us!

WOOO also wish to extend a L’Shanah Tovah to everyone in the congregation.  We are very 
happy to see so many new members!  Our congregation is unique!!!  We know you will enjoy 
and benefit from your association with us.

Marjorie Cohen,  Coordinator of WOOO

Show Your  
Temple Pride!

Mugs and car magnets are available for 
purchase in the Temple office. Please make 

checks payable to Temple Sholom.

MAGNETS $3
MUGS $8



16 

 

TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One) 
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and 

for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15) as 
well as regular donations are welcome.  

 

I would like to donate  $18  $36 $54  Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in 
 Honor /  Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

 My check is enclosed  Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only) 
GENERAL FUNDS

 Building Beautification Fund  
 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  
 Congregants’ Emergency Fund 

 To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits 
 Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  

 To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment 
 Hospitality Fund  
 Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund 
 Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund 

 To provide an annual special program for this membership group 
 Mortgage Retirement Fund 
 Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple 
 Prayerbook Fund 
 President’s Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple 
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Temple Sholom Endowment Fund 
  Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund  
 Temple Sholom Wish List Donation 
 Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities 
 Unrestricted Temple Donation 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rahway, N.J. 

Permit No. 712 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
1925 LAKE AVENUE 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

DATED MAIL 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
 

 A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities 
 For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple     
youth. 

 Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund 
 Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

 For teacher education workshops 
 Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  

 For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the 
Religious School 

 Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
 For special & adult eduation programs 

 Religious School Equipment Fund 
 To purchase equipment for the Religious School 

 Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning 
 To support and publicize lifelong learning 

 Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships 
 The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School 

 To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or music  
     programming 
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Non Profit Org.
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TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One)
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and  
for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15)  

as well as regular donations are welcome

I would like to donate 0 $18 0 $36 0 $54 0 Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in
0 Honor / 0 Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

0 My check is enclosed 0 Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only)

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS

0  A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities  
For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple youth.

0  Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund

0  Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 
For teacher education workshops

0  Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  
For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the  
Religious School

0  Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
For special & adult eduation programs

0  Religious School Equipment Fund  
To purchase equipment for the Religious School

0  Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning  
To support and publicize lifelong learning

0  Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships

0  The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School  
To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or  
music programming

GENERAL FUNDS
0  Building Beautification Fund

0  Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

0  Congregants’ Emergency Fund  
To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits

0  Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  
To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment

0  Hospitality Fund

0  Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund

0  Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund  
To provide an annual special program for this membership group

0  Mortgage Retirement Fund

0  Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple

0  Prayerbook Fund

0  President’s Discretionary Fund  
To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple

0  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

0  Temple Sholom Endowment Fund  
Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund

0  Temple Sholom Wish List Donation

0  Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities

0  Unrestricted Temple Donation


