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TEMPLE           TOPICS
TEMPLE
SHOLOM

The Newsletter of Temple Sholom

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish  

congregation that welcomes  
traditional and non traditional Jewish 
families and individuals, aspiring to 
create a warm and caring Jewish  

atmosphere fostering inclusiveness 
and community. We engage in life 

long learning, worship, lifecycle events 
and social action (Tikun Olam), while 
cultivating a love and understanding 

of our Jewish heritage and promoting 
the perpetuation of Judaism. Temple 
Sholom strives to be an inclusive and 

accessible synagogue, welcoming  
to all who wish to meaningfully  

participate in our Jewish community.

HIGH HOLYDAY SCHEDULE 5778

Saturday, September 16
Family Activity (all ages) 5:15pm
S’lichot BBQ 6:00pm
Havdalah / Oneg 6:45pm
S’lichot Service with Machzor Dedication 7:00pm
Adult Study Session 8:00pm

Wednesday, September 20
Aravit (Evening) Service 7:30pm
 

Thursday, September 21
Children’s Service (2nd grade & younger) 9:00am
Shacharit (Morning) Service 10:30am
Rosh haShanah Reception/Taschlich following services 
 

Friday, September 22
Rosh haShanah II Shacharit Service 10:30am
2nd Day Pray & Play 11:00am
 

Friday, September 29
Kol Nidrei 7:30pm
 

Saturday, September 30
Children’s Service (2nd grade & younger)  9:00am
Shacharit (Morning) Service 10:30am
Yom Kippur Discussion 1:30pm
Musical Meditation 2:30pm
Minchah (Afternoon) Service 3:45pm
Yizkor (Memorial) Service 5:30pm
N’ilah (Concluding) Service 6:00pm
Break Fast following services

Wednesday, October 4
Sukkot Aravit  (Evening) Service 7:00pm
 

Thursday, October 5
Sukkot Shacharit (Morning)  
Service in the Woods 10:00am

Wednesday, October 11
Simchat Torah Aravit (Evening)  
Service & Consecration 7:00pm
 

Thursday, October 12 
Simchat Torah Shacharit (Morning)  
and Sukkot Yizkor (Memorial Service) 10:00am
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JOIN OUR TEMPLE YOUTH 
GROUP SPICY IN SHARING  
WITH THE HUNGRY.
Please fill a bag  
with non-perishable  
food items and  
return to Temple  
Sholom on Yom  
Kippur morning.

The food will be  
donated to the Fanwood Presbyterian 
Church’s Food Bank. They specifically 
request donations of: Bags of Rice, 
Canned Fruit, Dry and Canned Milk, 
Boxed Cereals, Dry and Canned  
Pasta, Canned Meat, Peanut Butter, 
Jelly, Boxed Mac n Cheese, Tea, and 
Instant Coffee. Thank you!

 

…to share your bread with 
the hungry…
from the Haftarah for Yom 
Kippur morning, Isaiah 58:7



PILLAR BENEFACTORS

Ellen Berman

Natalie Darwin

Bill & Sandra Dreier

Alex & Luna Kaufman

David & Kathy  
Korngruen

Daniel and Ellen Wolf

TRIPLE CHAI

Linda & David Nieporent

Mark & Sandra  
Nussenfeld

DOUBLE CHAI

Austin and Stacey Bender

Jonathan & Laura Bransky

Lynda Goldschein

Claire Greenberg

Scott & Sara Lerner

Robin Lyons

Alan Nacht

George & Marlene Pogosky

CHAI

Anonymous

Marvin & Pam Brander

Marjorie Cohen

Barbara Danziger

Roger & Adrienne Graubard

Bruce & Jill Harris

David Harris

Alice Jaffe

Marion Portnoy

James & Stacey Pritchett

Michael & Roberta Zito

Temple Topics is published 8 times each year by  
Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.  

This newsletter is available at no cost to subscribers.

INTERESTED IN 
LEARNING HOW  

YOU CAN BECOME  
A BENEFACTOR?  

 
Contact  

Mark Nussenfeld  
at 908.305.1061 or

1stVP@sholomnj.org

Thank you to our Benefactor Members

LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR LIFE!
 
Please let us know about your good news and
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple
office and share your glad tidings.

Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given 
week if you would like an Aliyah for the following 
Shabbat.

If you become ill or are hospitalized, please  
let us know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit  
you, and we would like to add your name to our  
Mi-Sheberach list. The hospital is NOT allowed  
to contact the Temple or the Rabbi unless you  
explicitly request them to do so.

Note: To let us know about your news, please  
contact the Temple office directly.

Temple Sholom
A Reform Congregation affiliated with the

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

 Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

 Rabbi Emeritus Gerald A. Goldman

 Cantor Darcie Naomi Sharlein

 President Karyn R. Weingarten

 Director of Education  Jennifer Levine

 Temple Administrator  Barbara Cooke

 Bookkeeper  Gayle Nettler

 Religious School 
 Administrative Assistant Amy Winkler

 Editor  Lisa Tannenbaum

 Advertising Coordinator  Linda Nieporent

 Temple Phone  908.889.4900

 E-mail  sholom@sholomnj.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD

 President  Karyn R. Weingarten 

 1st VP Mark Nussenfeld 

 2nd VP Pamela Brander 

 Secretary  Jonathan Kaplan 

 Treasurer  Lainie Sokolsky 

 Asst. Treasurer Linda Nieporent 

 Immediate Past President Suzanne M. Lyte 

TRUSTEES

Stacey Bender

Jonathan Bransky

David Carton

Marjorie Cohen

Lisa Drapkin

Bruce Harris

Daniel Jablon

Matt Klein

Aron Laufer

Scott Lerner

Gale Miller

Bill Nadel

Eugene Schulman 

Daniel Sussman

Jill Wallis

HONORARY MEMBERS 
OF THE BOARD

Natalie Darwin 

William Dreier 

Sandra Dreier

Catherine Gilbert 

Luna Kaufman

Sandra Nussefeld 

 

Steven Saltzman 

Martin Schwartz

Susan Sedwin 

Neil Smith 

Lucille Taub

Susan Weiseman
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* Under the new Mishpakha Benefactor program, members  
who give 18% (Chai), 36% (Double Chai), 54% (Triple Chai)  
or 108% (Pillar) over the Sustaining Amount are recognized  
as Benefactors. We thank them for their commitment to  
and generous support of Temple Sholom.



FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

Having completed 18 years with Temple Sholom - and looking forward to  

the next 18, I thought I would take this year to reflect back on a life with this  

congregation.  As I am also turning 50 this year, it made sense to look at the  

Book of Proverbs.  Rabbinic legend ascribes three books to King Solomon,  

the wisest of kings: Song of Songs to his youth; Ecclesiastes to his later years;  

and Proverbs to his middle age.

After ten years at Temple Sholom, I took a look back at both where I and the 

congregation had travelled.  At that point, in 2009, we has successfully sold our  

building in Plainfield, found a temporary home at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, 

and raised almost enough money (we thought) to build a new building.  For me, I  

realized that I had moved from being the new rabbi at the synagogue - who needed 

to ask everyone else about its history and customs - to finally having some wisdom 

and perspective.  As I looked back, I focussed on one accomplishment during  

my tenure - that Temple Sholom had become, in the parlance of the Jewish  

organizational world, a learning congregation.  The term had been coined by Dr. Isa 

Aron of Hebrew Union College, through the Experiments in Congregational Education 

(ECE) project.  The term did not mean that the members of the congregation all came 

to adult education classes, but rather that the leadership of the congregation was in a place that encouraged  

meaningful innovation that fit the needs, goals, and vision of the congregation.  Simply put, we had become 

self-reflective.  We no longer only made changes to fix what was broken; we tried new experiments - some of 

which worked, and some of which did not - because we wanted to be more than ok; we wanted to be better.  

Ten years earlier, when I had wanted to bring the congregation into the ECE project, I was told we needed to 

meet a criteria of readiness.  ECE could tell us what readiness was, but it had not yet learned how to tell us to 

get there.  Ten years later, we were there.

As in congregations, so in our personal lives.  Proverbs says the one who is always anxious is happy - it seems 

that Jewish neurosis is thousands of years older than Woody Allen.  The second half of the verse explains that 

the opposite of this anxiety is hard-heartedness - unwillingness to change.  Anxiety, in this context, is the drive 

to do better; to not rest content, but to push ourselves to take the risks to make ourselves better.

In the midst of the month of Elul - the month in which we are expected to begin the process of t’shuvah -  

of repentance; of turning back to the right path, we are called to be learning individuals; to be self-reflective; 

to be anxious.  We have constructed a liturgy, different from the rest of the year, that keeps us uncertain, on 

the edge, anxious, in order to push ourselves to do the hard work to make ourselves better.

This year, our congregation has a new machzor- the CCAR’s new High HolyDay prayerbook - MIshkan 

haNefesh - the meeting tent of the soul.  The book is designed to help us engage in the process of  

t’shuvah- of challenging ourselves to make our lives better; to live better - more in the way that we  

challenge ourselves to be.  The Cantor and I are anxious.  It is our first time leading out of this new book.   

We hope that you will be anxious as well - that the new and familiar, but a little different, liturgy will disturb 

you just enough to make your t’shuvah that much deeper, that much more meaningful, that much more  

self-reflective.

May we truly have a good year - just anxious enough to keep us moving things in the right direction -  

the direction of peace, of love, of a better world for us all.

Rabbi Joel Abraham

Happy is the  

one who is 

anxious always, 

as the one who 

hardens the 

heart falls into 

misfortune. 

 - Proverbs 28:14
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CANTOR’S CORNER

Have you ever found a message that seemed to be meant just for you? Perhaps 

it was a song lyric, or a passage in a book. Maybe it was in the prayerbook, or 

a movie, or a lecture. Maybe you even found it in a fortune cookie…. Wherever 

it was, if we are lucky, we sometimes discover the words we need – at just the 

right moment – to inspire us or help us through a difficult time.

Discovering the right message at the right time is to be blessed.  
Being the source of someone else’s message – the message they 
need – is to be a blessing.

This is the idea behind the Kindness Rocks Project, started in 2015 by Megan Murphy in Cape Cod. In an 

interview with the Detroit Free Press, Murphy explains, “I had lost my parents when I was in my early 20s 

and as a mother of three teenage daughters, I would often look for signs and messages on my walks that 

I was making the right parenting choices. It hit me: What if I wrote small inspirational messages on rocks 

and dropped them along the beach for others to find. Maybe they, too, needed a message that would help 

them during a difficult time in their life. So I packed a Sharpie marker with me on my next walk and began 

writing inspirational words and dropping them along my beach walk.”

From there, the Kindness Rocks Project was born. Others have followed in Murphy’s footsteps, writing mes-

sages or drawing pictures on stones and leaving them for others to find, and the project has spread world-

wide. It’s a simple, yet tangible, way to bring a bit of light into someone else’s day.

Here at Temple Sholom, we will be participating in the Kindness Rocks Project, with a High HolyDay twist. 

Our S’lichot Family Activity (all ages are welcome) on September 16th will be to create New Year’s  

Kindness Rocks. We will decorate rocks to be placed around the temple building and grounds for  

congregants and guests to find during the High HolyDay period. We will think about what sorts of pictures 

and messages might be meaningful for people to find during those ten days of repentance, from messages 

of joy (Have a sweet new year!) to words of encouragement (You can make the world a better place) to 

words taken from the Jewish tradition (“If not now, when?” – Rabbi Hillel). Of course, those are just a few 

ideas. Everyone participating will think of their own New Year messages and drawings.

I hope many families will join in this special project, which will help us enter the New Year with positivity 

and intention, for us and for those around us. And I hope that all our congregants and guests will find joy 

and meaning discovering our New Year’s Kindness Rocks during the High HolyDays. If you find a rock that 

speaks to you, you may choose to keep it, or to take in its message and then leave it for another person to 

find. (If you are inclined to be “social,” take a picture of the rock you find and tag it @SholomNJ and  

#TheKindnessRocksProject – at thekindnessrocksproject.com/find-rocks, there is a map showing all the 

places around the world where Kindness Rocks have been found.)

Beyond our New Year’s Kindness Rocks, I hope that you will find many sources of meaning and inspiration 

during the High HolyDays and the weeks leading up to them. Take some time for yourself in the next few 

weeks to reflect on the last year and to articulate hopes and goals for the new one. Reach out to friends 

and loved ones, whether to mend a relationship that may have suffered in the past year, or to strengthen 

it as the new year approaches. Spend some time in nature to contemplate the creation of the world. Come 

to Shabbat services to connect with God and our Jewish community. Our new machzor, Mishkan Hanefesh, 

is a beautiful two volume set with many deep and thought-provoking passages. A copy is on display in the 

temple lobby, and I encourage you to stop by and explore it. 

May 5778 be a good and sweet year for you and all you love. Shanah tovah!

Cantor Darcie Sharlein
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PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MEMO

As we embark on a New Year, our Mishpakha Contribution  

Program is underway!  This membership model encourages  

inclusiveness and focuses on the importance of our relationships 

with each other and our community.  On behalf of the Board of  

Trustees, we are thrilled to have you as a committed member of our 

Temple Sholom community!  Each of you is integral to our success  

as a congregation.  Enjoy all that Temple Sholom has to offer and 

express the value our community provides to you by volunteering both your time and re-

sources.  Our focus is on social activities, volunteerism, and  

voluntary financial support.  What social activities?  How can you volunteer?  Read this 

edition of Temple Topics and you are sure to see opportunities.  Explore Temple Sholom!

Our expectation in implementing Mishpakha is to financially sustain Temple Sholom  

while increasing interpersonal connections.  We have pledged to be transparent in our 

finances.  Mishpakha replaces not only traditional dues and DRIA, but also other traditional 

fundraising, including the Kol Nidre Appeal.  However, we will still have a congregant speak 

at Kol Nidre so as to maintain the personal touch special to Temple Sholom.  Donations to 

dedicated funds, any remaining Bonim payments, and Building Fund charges are separate 

from the Operating Budget and not part of your commitment.  Fees for services, such  

as Religious School tuition, B’nei Mitzvah, and Shabbat dinners will continue to be 

charged as usual.

From a fiscal perspective, we have always tried to keep income expectations fair and 

expenses low, yet high enough to sustain our quality community and programming.  Not 

all members have been paying equally and that has continued as expected.  Mishpakha 

furthers our commitment to finances not being a barrier to membership.  To assist those 

members that cannot contribute the sustaining amount, we have continued to cultivate 

a group of Temple Sholom Benefactors that give generously beyond our expectation of 

them.  If you are a Benefactor, thank you!  If you want information on how to become a 

benefactor, contact Linda Nieporent, our Assistant Treasurer.

We want you here at Temple Sholom as a part of our Mishpakha and a lack of financial 

means should never be an issue.  Our sustaining amount of $2,775.00 represents what 

is needed from each membership unit to maintain our Temple Sholom community.  This 

number is based on everyone contributing.  When one does not contribute that amount, 

we look for someone else to generously pay more to cover those that cannot contribute.  

Thank you for all you have done for Temple Sholom.  Our Mishpakha relies on  

everyone contributing enough time and resources to have the Temple we all want, 

need, and imagine.

Karyn Weingarten
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS AND VIEWS

Shalom Temple Families,

I hope you all had a wonderful summer filled with the right mix  
of rest and play! I spent a good part of the summer involved in a 
collaborative art project in my town! I am working with a group of 
artists and architects to transform an under used public space into a 
creative play space/art park! Hopefully one day soon you all can visit 
it in Montclair!

Fall is always such an exciting time -- everything is new and fresh. The cycle of the year is 
starting again. The High Holydays are such a wonderful time  
to renew and rebirth.

For adults the High Holidays can be especially poignant.  As we experience Rosh  
Hashana and Yom Kippur each year, we also have a lifetime of holidays to reflect  
back on. For our children, they are just beginning an awareness of the repetition -  
the returning and starting fresh.

This month, I thought it might be useful if I shared some ideas of how to engage with your 
children to build connection and deepen the holiday experience for the whole family.

Pre-holiday prep! --  Spend some time with your kids preparing them for the holiday - per-
haps do a few holiday related activities such as apple picking, round Challah baking, making 
and sending holiday invite cards to friends and family or even buying a new outfit for ser-
vices.

For the little ones, you could make your own bath tub tashlich and use washable crayons to 
write down “I am sorry” notes!

Though we all know how amazingly engaging and super child friendly services are at Temple 
Sholom, our little ones might need some extra activities during the day. Prior to the service, 
you might consider doing some crafts so your young child can bring some “props” to play 
with during the actual service. Some simple examples are:

• make your own prayer book and include the story of Jonah

• make your own tzedakah box

•  make your own holiday greeting cards and hand them out to fellow Temple  
members at services!

•  I recently met the creator of Magnetic Shul. This is a super fun magnet game that is a 
great tactile toy for 3-5 year olds. Check out their website - magnenticshul.com

May you and your family have a blessed new year!  
I look forward to learning and growing together!

Warmly,
Jennifer Levine
Director of Education
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Ross & Gale Miller 9/1

Bill & Jen Nadel 9/1 15th anniversary

Edward & Deborah Bort 9/3

Wendy & Karl Baum 9/5

Randi & Dave Martorano 9/6

Amy Winkler & Daniel Jablon 9/7 20th anniversary

Michael Barmak & Connie Foland 9/9

Andrew & Elyse Breit 9/15

Carole & Doni Remba 9/17

Mark & Jean Rosen 9/17

Jill & Larry Trenk 9/23

Jeff Messing & Grace Braverman 9/25

Emily & German Serna 9/28 20th anniversary

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

Leia Kasen 9/1

German Serna 9/1

Lucille Taub 9/1

Julie Wimer 9/1

Sarah Cleffi-Muhlstock 9/2

Mitchell Cole 9/2

Ms. Carolyn Smaka 9/2

Mr. Tom Smith 9/2

Merrill Taub 9/2

Charles Johnston 9/5

Sari Dorn 9/6

Kayla Hsu 9/7

Jack Machat  9/8

Michael Teschner 9/8

Emma Beckerman 9/9

Lenore Gordon 9/9

Gil Isaacs 9/9

Alex Kaufman 9/9

Justin Kristiansen 9/10

Noah Harold Lieberman 9/10

Suzanne Lyte 9/10

Ira Stoloff 9/10

David Richmand 9/11

Eugene Schulman 9/11

Eric Sokolsky 9/11

Amanda Camargo 9/12

Julia Camargo 9/12

Benjamin Lipsky 9/13

Jen Nadel 9/13

Ilene Schulman 9/14

Susan Saunders 9/16

Sharon Bort 9/18

Hon. William Dreier 9/18

Sophie Tabak 9/18

Miriam Korngruen  9/19

Walter Schroder 9/19

Alyssa Wimer 9/19

Jed Feibush 9/20

Clifford Sobel 9/20

Alyssa Amsellem 9/21

Samantha Levenstein 9/23

Marissa Schiff 9/23

Zachary Schiff 9/23

Justin Koizumi 9/24

Brian Kristiansen 9/24

Josh Sklarin 9/25

Addison Bornstein 9/27

Deborah Bort 9/27

Sandra Nussenfeld 9/27

Michelle Sheiowitz 9/27

Sara David Fisher 9/28

Olivia Gold 9/28

Scott Flood 9/29

Matthew Bender 9/30
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Sara & Herbert August and their  

children Jude & Johanna

Alan & Yekaterina (Kate) Rogozin

Ilyse & David Gorbunoff

Sharon & Ilan van Blijdesteijn and their  

children Sam & Alexis

Bonnie & Bryan Loew and their  

children, Sophia and Susannah

Michele & Mitch Cole, and their  

children, Lilly & Trevor.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

CONDOLENCES TO:

Mindy, David,  

Emerson, Holden & Harper 

Carton on the death of  

Sandra Stein, mother and 

grandmother.

Rebecca Kasen  

on the death of  

her cousin,  

Viviani Rabinowitz.

Karyn Weingarten  

on the death of  

her grandmother,  

Dorothy Lowenthal.
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LOBBY GALLERY

ANNOUNCING A NEW EXHIBIT

EVENT RECAP

8/20/17 OPEN HOUSE

L’dor va dor (“From Generation to Generation”) is a concept embedded in 
who we are as Jews.  We are told to “honor our parents” and to “teach these 
words diligently to our children.”  The art hanging in the Temple’s Lobby 
Gallery from September through December aims to do just that—to  
highlight our respect and love for the generations who have come before us.  
Six Temple Sholom families have agreed to share art made by their family 
members.  We will see charming watercolors by the father of Pam Dorn and 
Elise Brown; skillful air-brushed art by Wendy Sciara’s mother, as well as a 
painting by her father; historic photos of Israel by Andy Breit’s father; and 
additional art by Donna Teschner’s great-uncle, Neil Sedwin’s father and 
grandmother, and Marjorie Cohen’s father-in-law, aunt and mother.
 
The Committee urges all Temple members to spend time admiring this  
lovely exhibit and to think about all of those on whose shoulders we stand.

Submitted by Margaret Cohen,  
chair of the Lobby Gallery Committee

^  Pam Brander getting to know  
Michelle and Mitchell Cole

Jennifer Levine & Julie MacDonald 
talking to prospective members at 

the Open House >



HIGH HOLYDAY GREETINGS
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Ruth & Neil Smith

Neal & Kim Leitner

Dottie & Marshall Krugman

Roger & Adrienne Graubard and Family

Aron, Judy & Harris Laufer

Margaret Cohen & David Lieberfarb

The Zito Family

The Cohen Family
Marjorie, David, Debra & Gabriel

Mark & Sandra Nussenfeld
Eric, Josh & Elyse

The Sharlein Family
Shanah Tovah! 

From My Family to Yours: L’Shana Tova
Rita Ferraro Family

Wishing an Happy and  
Healthy New Year to All!
Frank and Lisa Rossello

A Happy and Healthy  
New Year to all!

The Korngruen Family
David, Kathy, Mia, Michael & Miriam

L’Shanah Tovah to all from 
Ronnie Liebowitz & Family

Wishing you a happy and 
healthy New Year!

Seth, Karyn, Lillian & Perry  
Weingarten

Best Wishes for a Happy, 
Healthy New Year!

Mallary Saltzman, Tom, 
Clara & Ellie Smith

L’Shanah Tovah
Nadine, Jonathan &  

Ilana Kaplan



BBQ RECAPS
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6/30/17 Shabbat-A-Que

^ Rabbi holding Leia Kasen during Miriam’s Song

Cantor Sharlein & UMC songleader, NFTY-GER Religious and Cultural VP, 
Sydney Schoenholtz, (she will be co-leading our HH Family services with 

Michelle Shapiro Abraham.) Michelle & Barmak family seated >

8/13/17 Sholom AGAIN Mexican BBQ at the home of Jonathan & Nadine Kaplan

Jill Harris & Jonathan Kaplanmembers of the group 

Mark Nussenfeld, Bruce Harris & Cliff Sobel

7/18/2017 IMG_3933.JPG

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/15d563133111505b?projector=1 1/1

We served burgers and dogs 
and members brought side 
dishes and desserts. The Urban 
Mitzvah Corps joined us for  
the fun. We had a wonderful 
service on the patio. A good 
time was had by all!



GROUP ALIYOT SCHEDULE HH 5778
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Rosh haShanah – September 21st 

•	 Members who have attended a shivah service

•	 Parents of 5777 B’nei Mitzvah/Confirmands

•	 Temple Sholom 5777 Annual Achievement  

Award winners

•	  Volunteers  

(Mitzvah Day, Habitat for Humanity, meatloaves)

•	 Choir/Hava Nashira

Rosh haShanah II – September 22nd 
•	 Religious Practice and Finance Committee members

•	 Sisterhood and Men’s Club

•	 Caring Committee 

Yom Kippur Morning – September 30th 
•	 Women on Our Own

•	 High HolyDay Ushers

•	 Past Confirmands/B’nei Mitzvah of Temple Sholom

•	 Rosh Chodesh Group

•	 Volunteers  

(involved with housing for the homeless)

•	 Marketing and Membership Committees

•	 Lost family member in 5777

PROCEDURE FOR GROUP ALIYOT 
(Torah Blessings) 

The gabbai will call up each group. If 

you feel that you are in the described 

category, please proceed to the bimah 

and up the steps on the left, as you face 

the Ark. Come behind the Torah reader 

to stand on the left (by the Rabbi). 

With the other participants, please 

chant the blessing before the portion. 

(Blue cards with the blessing in Hebrew 

and transliteration will be available.) 

The Torah reader/Cantor will chant. 

Then you will chant the blessing after. 

The Rabbi will then shake your hand 

and you may return via the other steps 

to your seat. If you wish to participate 

in the aliyah, but either do not wish or 

are physically unable to walk up the 

bimah, you may still participate by 

standing at your seat for the blessings.

Rachel Levy 9/1

Ray Levy 9/1

Harvey Silver 9/1

Marian Weigl 9/1

Arlene Winokur 9/1

Harry Lyons 9/2

Gloria St. Lifer 9/2

Tillie Zuts 9/2

Florence Schwartz 9/3

Dorothy Lowenthal 9/3

Viviani Rabinowitz 9/4

Harvey Rothberg 9/5

Rose Marks 9/6

Estelle Miron 9/6

Janet Stashower 9/6

Adolph Tepper 9/6

Adolph Tepper 9/6

Mayer Warren 9/6

Lillian Levy 9/7

Norman Yood 9/7

Helen Rothberg 9/8

Laura Keller Lowe 9/9

Roydon Margolies 9/9

Jacob Lowe 9/10

Ruth Scher 9/11

Louise Nussenfeld 9/11

Rosalind Rothman 9/11

Victor Serota 9/11

Jacob Weyuker 9/11

Else Wolff 9/11

Cantor Morris Romalis 9/12

Mirel Meyerson 9/13

Ira I. Miller 9/13

Alex Schoenberger 9/13

Ruth Mollick 9/14

Louis Sheff 9/14

Nathan Silverman 9/14

Myra Snitsarenco 9/14

Lou Reich 9/15

Mercedes Sass 9/15

Shirley Schnerman 9/15

Bella Zatkowsky 9/16

William Richard 9/17

Moppy Smith 9/19

Miriam Lipton 9/21

Jerry Wiener 9/21

Saul Unger 9/22

Sara Zanyatin 9/23

Rose Slavin 9/23

Irving Richman 9/24

Faina Yampulsky 9/24

Kate Raynes 9/25

Morris Usdanks 9/25

Rachel Tannenbaum 9/26

Dora Lowenthal 9/27

Edward Sachar 9/28

Fred Levy 9/30

Miriam Lipton 9/30 

Harry Mergler 9/30

Yetta Ross 9/30

Mary Rothseid 9/30

SEPTEMBER CYCLE OF LIFE
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WOMEN ON OUR OWN

WOOO is an active group of Temple members, comprised of  
widows, women who are divorced, or single.  We get together  
twice a month to share lunch at a favorite restaurant, as well as  
to meet at the Temple on a Sunday morning.

Women On Our Own group having 
their monthly lunch. Coordinator 
Marjorie Cohen plans 1 lunch and 
1 meeting each month where the 
ladies socialize, provide support for 
each other and have a true bond.

Marsha & Jay Bloom on the marriage of her 
daughter Lisa to James Buino on June 10, 
2017 in Chicago

Marcia & Steve Flood on the birth of their 
grandaughter, Kira Belle Flood

Jenifer & Jason Steingart on the birth of their 
daughter, Aubrey. Mazal Tov to sisters Cassidy 
& Elissa.

Jed & Susan Feibush on the birth of their 
grandson, Milo Lawrence Wolf

Lori & Craig Feldman on their marriage, and 
to children Amanda and Emme. Lori is  
the daughter of late Temple member  
Gerald Adelman.

MAZAL TOV ELLEN BERMAN!
Ellen received her Masters in Jewish Education  
from the Hebrew College of Boston on 6/4/17 and 
won an academic prize for Innovative Instructional 
Materials in Jewish Education, AND found out that 
her thesis was one of only two that were Accepted 
With Distinction! You might remember that Ellen  
won the Grinspoon Award in 2015 for Excellence  
in Jewish Education.
 
We are proud to have Ellen as a member of Temple  
Sholom and a teacher in our school for the last 18 years!

MAZAL TOV!

I’d like to thank those who called or sent 

me get-well wishes while I was recovering 

from my ankle surgery. A special shout out 

to Rita who has been my rock this year. 

They all helped to brighten my day!

                                      Fondly, 

Marion Portnoy

THANK YOU

SEPT 29 IS A ST JOHN’S  
SOUP KITCHEN DAY
 
Please start baking meatloaves. 
The more meatloaves the better. 
(We need at least 75) We also need 
at least 4 volunteers to serve that 
day at St John’s in Newark. If able 
to volunteer, please contact  
Jill Harris at jillharris@comcast.net 
or call at 908-232-8329.
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The Officers and Board of Trustees  
Wish All Members of Temple Sholom  

a Happy and Healthy New Year!

TEMPLE OFFICERS
Karyn R. Weingarten 

Mark Nussenfeld 
Pamela Brander
Jonathan Kaplan 
Lainie Sokolsky 
Linda Nieporent
Suzanne M. Lyte

TRUSTEES
Stacey Bender

Jonathan Bransky
David Carton

Marjorie Cohen
Lisa Drapkin
Bruce Harris

Daniel Jablon
Matt Klein

Aron Laufer
Scott Lerner
Gale Miller
Bill Nadel

Eugene Schulman  
Daniel Sussman

Jill Wallis

HONORARY MEMBERS  
OF THE BOARD
Natalie Darwin
William Dreier
Sandra Dreier

Catherine Gilbert
Luna Kaufman

Sandra Nussenfeld
Steven Saltzman
Martin Schwartz
Susan Sedwin

Neil Smith
Lucille Taub

Susan Weiseman



L’Shanah Tovah from  
Temple Sholom Sisterhood
Wishing All a Happy & Healthy New Year!

May you and your loved 
ones be healthy and  

happy, and may peace 
and good fortune fill 

your days.
The 
Darwin Family
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NOTES FROM ABROAD

Our Sister Congregation in Budapest 
Sim Shalom Congregation, July 7, 2017

Our move to new premises is working out reasonably well for the 
time being. The Methodist Youth Club space is big enough for our 
Kabbalat services, and has a rather cosy feeling. Unfortunately it is 
not available on Saturdays, so we have our Saturday services and 
Torah Study sessions in the rooms of the Mozaik Hub, run by the 
JDC, which is also giving us some management training the past 
few months. And very unfortunately, neither place is big enough for 
Holiday celebrations like Yom Kippur and Hanukah, so we will have to 
make other arrangements for those times. We really need to find our 
own premises to meet all our program needs. Negotiations proceed 
slowly with the local government for the use of the space they 
control on Dohanyi street.

Three weeks ago, Sim Shalom took part in a big Jewish street festival 
called Judafest, a wordplay on the name of our city. Our stand was 
extremely popular, with crowds of people around all the time. We 
had lots of things going on. We were selling high quality Judaica 
imported from Israel, Rabbi Kelemen was holding an  ‚Ask the Rabbi“ 
session, fielding all kinds of questions about Judaism and Reform, 
and half a dozen people at a time were making their own Judaica 
items by painting on silk, which one of our members has developed 
to a high degree. Many people stopped just see to what was going 
on, and then asked questions about Reform Judaism, and Sim 
Shalom. You can see some of it in the attached photos. Quite a bit of 
money was raised from the Judaica sales and silk painting activity, a 
welcome help to our treasury.

Taking advantage of the summer slowdown in our programs, Rabbi 
Kelemen is back in Berlin for three weeks studying at the Jewish 
Theological Faculty of Potsdam University, where the Rabbinical 
students of the Abraham Geiger College get their academic 
education. It was such a good expereince during her sabbatical 
last year that she returned to top up her knowledge on Talmud and 
Midrash, in preparation for her Adult Education courses of next year. 
And we‘re both enjoying the high level of culture available here in 
Berlin, the museums, operas, and the Jewish Film Festival currently 
going on. Berlin is a great place to visit! And it‘s very nice to renew 
friendships with some people we met last year.

We‘re still awaiting replies to the letters we sent to the Hungarian 
Government and the Neolog Movement last month, trying to resolve 
the issues we have with both of them.  Maybe it‘s the summer 
doldrums with them.

Best wishes,
Jess Weil

Any U.S. reader who wishes to make a donation to Sim Shalom Congregation can do so by going to 
the web site of our support organization, Friends of Sim Shalom; www.friendsofsimshalom.org
 
Your support will be much appreciated at this difficult time. And for more information about the con-
gregation visit the website: www.sim-shalom.org
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The Friends of Sim Shalom is looking for  
additional members for the board of its (US) 
501(c)3 corporation.  If you think you can serve 
in this capacity, please contact Rabbi Abraham.
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Wishing a shanah tovah  
filled with all the blessings 
of good health, happiness, 

love, prosperity, and  
peace to our entire  

community and  
throughout the world!

Ellen J. Berman

In loving memory of Daniel, Sandra,  
and Robert Berman
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The Bloom Family 
Wishes Everyone  

a Sweet New Year
 

Marsha & Jay, 
Erica, Jonathan & Gemma

Lisa & Jim and Jared

The Abraham Family 
~Rabbi Joel, Michele, Avital, and Ezri~ 

is grateful to temple Sholom for the 18 years that our 
family has been a part of the Temple Sholom Family. 
 
We look forward not only to a  
new year of celebration together,  
but continued travel on the path  
we forge together in tikkun olam —  
making the world a better  
place for us all.
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A healthy, happy and
successful year to our 

Temple Sholom family 

Susan and Jed Feibush

Cantor Kenneth Feibush

Samantha, Benjamin & 
Milo Wolf
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Higgins Home for Funerals, Inc. 
 Serving the Jewish community since 1868 

 Prearranged Payment Plans 

 Out of State Services 

 Family 
owned and 
operated 
for over 
135 years. 

Watchung 

752 Mountain Boulevard 

Plainfield 

209 West 8th Street 

(908)756-0017 

Eighth of a 
page ads. 
Next page is 
quarter/half 
page ads 
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 
Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 

19

Best Wishes for a  
Happy & Healthy New Year  

Filled with Love & Peace

Marion Portnoy & Family

A Healthy and Joyous New Year to All!
      L’Shanah Tovah
      The Sedwin Family
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TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One) 
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and 

for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15) as 
well as regular donations are welcome.  

 

I would like to donate  $18  $36 $54  Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in 
 Honor /  Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

 My check is enclosed  Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only) 
GENERAL FUNDS

 Building Beautification Fund  
 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  
 Congregants’ Emergency Fund 

 To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits 
 Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  

 To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment 
 Hospitality Fund  
 Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund 
 Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund 

 To provide an annual special program for this membership group 
 Mortgage Retirement Fund 
 Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple 
 Prayerbook Fund 
 President’s Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple 
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Temple Sholom Endowment Fund 
  Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund  
 Temple Sholom Wish List Donation 
 Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities 
 Unrestricted Temple Donation 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rahway, N.J. 

Permit No. 712 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
1925 LAKE AVENUE 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

DATED MAIL 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
 

 A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities 
 For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple     
youth. 

 Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund 
 Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

 For teacher education workshops 
 Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  

 For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the 
Religious School 

 Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
 For special & adult eduation programs 

 Religious School Equipment Fund 
 To purchase equipment for the Religious School 

 Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning 
 To support and publicize lifelong learning 

 Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships 
 The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School 

 To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or music  
     programming 
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