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The Newletter of Temple Sholom

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish congregation that welcomes traditional and non 
traditional Jewish families and individuals, aspiring to create a warm and caring  
Jewish atmosphere fostering inclusiveness and community. We engage in life long 
learning, worship, lifecycle events and social action (Tikun Olam), while cultivating  
a love and understanding of our Jewish heritage and promoting the perpetuation  
of Judaism. Temple Sholom strives to be an inclusive and accessible synagogue,  
welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully participate in our Jewish community.

Avital Abraham, 
Spencer Stern  
(who took the  
Rabbi’s chair),  
Cantor Darcie & 
Ruth Sharlein at  
the Congregational 
Seder 4/11/17

Mazal Tov Adrienne Graubard, Jonathan Kaplan and 
Caren Kleiman on their B’nei Mitzvah, May 20, 2017.

The Confirmation 
Class of 5778 during 
their clothing drive 
on 5/7.



PILLAR BENEFACTORS

Ellen Berman

Natalie Darwin

Bill & Sandra Dreier

Alex & Luna Kaufman

David & Kathy  
Korngruen

Marianne Kriman

Alan Nacht

George & Marlene 
Pogosky

Rhoda Rosenblatt

The Weingarten Family

Janet Weinstein

PATRON BENEFACTORS

Ron & Ilene Blitzer

Jonathan & Laura  
Bransky

Marjorie Cohen

Ted Dreier

Robert & Nan Fechtner

Lynda Goldschein

Claire Greenberg

The Lyons Family

Mark & Sandra  
Nussenfeld

David & Deborah  
Richmand

Ann & Steve Saltzman

Rebekah Sedwin

Laura & Randall Stevens

The Wolff Family

BENEFACTORS

Alice Jaffe

Sara & Scott Lerner

Suzanne & Steven Lyte

Stacey & James  
Pritchett

Linda & David Nieporent

Temple Topics is published 8 times each year by  
Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.  

This newsletter is available at no cost to subscribers.
INTERESTED IN 
LEARNING HOW  

YOU CAN BECOME  
A BENEFACTOR?  

 
Contact  

Mark Nussenfeld  
at 908.305.1061 or

1stVP@sholomnj.org

Thank you to our Benefactor Members

LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR LIFE!
 
Please let us know about your good news and
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple
office and share your glad tidings.

Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given 
week if you would like an Aliyah for the following 
Shabbat.

If you become ill or are hospitalized, please  
let us know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit  
you,  
and we would like to add your name to our  
Mi-Sheberach list. The hospital is NOT allowed  
to contact the Temple or the Rabbi unless you  
explicitly request them to do so.

Note: To let us know about your news, please  
contact the Temple office directly.

Temple Sholom
A Reform Congregation affiliated with the

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

 Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

 Rabbi Emeritus Gerald A. Goldman

 Cantor Darcie Naomi Sharlein

 President Karyn Weingarten

 Director of Education  Jennifer Levine

 Temple Administrator  Barbara Cooke

 Bookkeeper  Gayle Nettler

 Religious School 
 Administrative Assistant Amy Winkler

 Editor  Lisa Tannenbaum

 Advertising Coordinator  Linda Nieporent

 Temple Phone  908.889.4900

 E-mail  sholom@sholomnj.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD

 President  Karyn R. Weingarten 

 1st VP Mark Nussenfeld 

 2nd VP Matt Klein 

 Secretary  Pamela Brander 

 Treasurer  Lainie Sokolsky 

 Asst. Treasurer Linda Nieporent 

 Immediate Past President Suzanne M. Lyte 

TRUSTEES

Jeff Banks

Stacey Bender

Jonathan Bransky

David Carton

Marjorie Cohen

Lisa Drapkin

Bruce Harris

Daniel Jablon

Jonathan Kaplan

Scott Lerner

Gale Miller

Janis Rubin

Daniel Sussman

Jill Wallis

HONORARY MEMBERS 
OF THE BOARD

Natalie Darwin 

William Dreier 

Sandra Dreier

Catherine Gilbert 

Luna Kaufman

Sandra Nussefeld 

 

Steven Saltzman 

Martin Schwartz

Susan Sedwin 

Neil Smith 

Lucille Taub

Susan Weiseman
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

At Mitzvah Day this past month, our religious school students and families 
featured the tzedakah and hands-on social justice projects that they had 
worked on all trimester.  The trimester theme was Holiness through Action 
and, as a congregation, we studied how Judaism commands us to bring  
holiness into the world by thinking of those around us.

The primary body that our congregation has created to help us in this  
endeavor is our Social Action Committee.  The mission statement of that  
committee - as ratified in 2008 - says:

A basic tenet of our religion is that Judaism is moral and progressive, ever 
seeking to foster reason, justice and righteousness.
 
It is in our teachings that every human being is created in the image of God and therefore all human 
life is sacred. Furthermore, we revere all of God’s creations and recognize our human responsibility  
for the protection and preservation of our environment and world. Our Torah, teachings and prayers 
compel us to strive for the betterment of ourselves and  those around us.
 
Social Action means helping. We do this through Tzedakah  (giving of funds), G’milut Chasidim  
(directly helping through our actions), and Tikkun Olam (advocating for fairness and justice.)
 
These being our guiding principles, we at Temple Sholom are involved with numerous programs  
for the needy. It is our challenge to continue and expand that involvement so that all in our Temple  
Community may participate. Furthermore it is our goal to instill in our youth the importance and  
value of Social Action. It is also our challenge to ensure that the wider community feels the tangible 
benefits of Social Action at Temple Sholom. 

While there is always more we can do, we have made a good start with g’milut chasadim - whether 
through our meatloaf drives, Habitat for Humanity days, or, once again, housing the homeless.  Our new 
chapter of Reform Jewish Voice of New Jersey, having held a successful educational forum about New 
Jersey government, and sent a delegation the RJVofNJ lobby day in Trenton, is well on its way to strength-
ening the voice of our advocacy.  For Tzedakah, the plethora of baskets in our lobby show, the families we 
adopt at Christmas, are just some of the examples of how we give.  (If you are interested in helping out 
with the Social Action Committee, it is re-forming over the summer. Watch for more information.)

Tzedakah is a core Jewish concept - not just giving to others in need, but also supporting our own  
community.  Our new income model for the Temple relies on members giving what they have to build  
the community we want.  While we will no longer be having fundraisers or a Kol Nidrei appeal, there will 
still be many opportunities to contribute to specific programs or funds in the congregation, in a traditional 
Jewish manner - the tribute.

There are many times in the Jewish calendar - yearly or lifecycle - that carry an expectation of giving.  At 
happy or sad occasions, it is traditional not only for friends to make donations in honor or memory of the 
event, but also for families to make donations as well.  Like many congregations, we take tribute donations 
to the dedicated funds from friends, comforters and well-wishers.  The office will then send a tribute card 
to those for whom the donation is made, so both parties can feel good about what they have made possible.

The back of each Temple Topics contains a list of the various funds that are available for donation.  You 
may notice that there is no fund (as of yet) for scholarships for camp for our children.  It has been my 
practice to offer scholarships from my discretionary fund.  This year, however, I have had a much larger 
than usual number of requests.  On the one hand, I am glad that so many of our families want to send their 
children to live in an immersive Jewish environment over the summer.  On the other hand, the fund has 
become depleted.  So, here is the ask, for those of you who personally know the value of Jewish camping 
for you, or your children, or would like to help children in the congregation go to camp, please consider 
making a donation for that purpose to the Temple Sholom Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.  Your donation is 
needed to help make sure that we continue to raise up new generations of Jewishly engaged adults and 
families - and it is truly appreciated.

Thank you - I hope to see you at our Shabbat ShaBBQ on Friday, June 30th, or on any one of our relaxing 
summer Shabbat services.

Rabbi Joel Abraham
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CANTOR’S CORNER

If you come into the temple building between 4:15 and 5:00 on a  
Tuesday afternoon while Hebrew School is in session, you will find all  
the students and teachers in the sanctuary for services. These services 
allow the students to explore prayer, on the one hand by giving them  
a chance to put into practice what they have been studying, and on the 
other hand by encouraging them to experiment with what makes for 
meaningful worship.

Jewish tradition realizes that prayer can be a bit of a tug and pull between  
keva – the fixed, standardized aspects of worship – and kavanah – the  
intention and innovation we bring to it. The fixed part, the keva, is handed  
to us in the form of the prayerbook. What we do with it, and what we bring  
to it (whether from the bimah or the congregation), is the kavanah. 

A few years ago, the mission of our Hebrew School program was redefined 
with the goal of teaching the students to become “leaders of meaningful  
Jewish worship.” And so, every Tuesday afternoon we work at meaningful worship. The highlights 
are, for me, the weeks when our sixth grade students lead the service. They work in pairs, with 
each pair taking two weeks to prepare their service. They begin by setting goals for the ways in 
which they aim to make their service meaningful. Then they figure out ways to actualize those 
goals, whether through word, music, or other creative aspects.

This year, some of our sixth graders’ goals were to lead services that were: 

• fun  • creative

• energetic   • visual

• engaging   • encouraging of congregational participation

They had great ideas and weren’t afraid to take risks in order to bring kavanah to their services. 
Here are some of the things they did:

•  Wrote their own explanations of some of the prayers so that students in earlier grades 
would have a better understanding of the service.

•  Had each student write their name on a strip of paper, and then assembled the strips  
into a long paper chain to show that we are all connected.

•  Invited students from each grade to come up and help lead the prayers they have learned 
in Hebrew School. 

•  Arranged the chairs in small semi-circles, with one or two students from each grade at 
each semi-circle, so that students from different grades could get to know each other.

•  Arranged the chairs in a circle so that everyone at the service could see each other.

• Handed out percussion instruments for everyone to use.

• Included dancing.

• Let the students vote on which melodies to sing for a few of the prayers. 

•  Created a game in which two students acted out a prayer, and everyone else had to  
guess which prayer it was.

Thank you to all our sixth grade students for bringing so much kavanah to our services this year.  
I can’t wait to see what next year’s sixth grade class will do!

Cantor Darcie Sharlein
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Rabbi Shimon 

said, “When you 

pray, don’t make 

your prayer a 

fixed form…”  

–Pirke Avot 2:13



PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MEMO

Our new Mishpakha Alternative Dues program will be  
introduced at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 4th.   
Thank you for returning your pledge cards.  Almost 80%  
of you verified your commitment to be a part of our  
community at Temple Sholom!

Each of you participating in our community is integral to our 
success as a congregation.  How you choose to engage in  
Temple Sholom not only affects you but also others.  Opportunities include  
attending Friday night services; supporting another member of our community  
by attending a Shiva service; donating meatloaves to the St. John Soup Kitchen; 
participating in Mitzvah Day; sending your children to a URJsummer camp;  
contributing money to a fund; participating in a Sisterhood or Men’s Club  
event; and assisting in planning an event.  Not sure what to do? Check out our  
Engagement Opportunities on the bulletin board located outside the Temple  
office.  Choose an opportunity; post an opportunity; or, both!  The time and  
effort you dedicate to Temple Sholom will pale in comparison to the benefits  
and joy you receive in return.

There is another opportunity for engagement of which you may not be aware.  It 
only happens once a year…it is chaperoning the Confirmation Class Trip to Eastern 
Europe. Traveling with Rabbi Abraham? Yes! Traveling with six remarkable sixteen-
year-olds? Yes! Yes! I thoroughly enjoyed exploring historic sites, museums, and 
Jewish communities in Berlin, Krakow, and Budapest with Hannah, Kayla, Sam, 
Shoshi, Simon, Spencer, Rabbi, and Lainie, my fellow chaperone.  With centuries  
of history at our fingertips and delicious food, we each maximized this opportunity.  
For me, learning and exploring with a different generation was insightful,  
invigorating, and exhausting, both mentally and physically.  Yet, I am thankful  
to have had this opportunity, as there is no comparison to the mutual benefits  
of intergenerational learning.  Between conversations with our tour guides and 
members of the JCC in Krakow as well as on Shabbat with our sister congregation 
in Budapest, the students engaged in meaningful discussions with varied  
individuals about life as a Jew. Throughout the week, I felt honored to be  
associated with these engaging six Jewish future leaders of our community.

I have enjoyed the first year of my presidency at Temple Sholom.  Looking back, 
chaperoning the Confirmation Class Trip was definitely a highlight.  Looking ahead, 
I am excited for another year of opportunities for engagement, especially if they 
involve intergenerational learning within our Temple Sholom community.

Karyn Weingarten
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS AND VIEWS

Shalom Temple Families,

 

Beginning in the fall, we are introducing a new resource to our Hebrew 

class. Linda Wolf, our current third grade teacher, will offer support for all 

the students in our school who could benefit from her help.

Our goal is to ensure all of our students achieve success in our Hebrew  

program. Linda will provide a variety of supports including:

 

*individualized Hebrew instruction

*modified packets appropriate for each student’s particular needs

*monitoring of open class classroom progress

*Goal setting and Time Management assistance

 

Linda Wolf is a member of our congregation and extremely experienced and accomplished  

educator. She has taught for over thirty years in several public school districts in California 

grades k-8, both typical and special education.  In addition, she is a seasoned religious and  

Hebrew teacher,  a curriculum writer, and a tutor. She published a book with EKS for parents and 

teachers on teaching Hebrew and creating a good working environment for student with various 

needs and learning styles. 

 

The class will be open and available to students in grades 3rd – 6th grade. If you feel this class 

might benefit your child, please contact Jennifer to schedule a meeting before May 30th, 2017.

 

Below is a recent interview with Linda:

JML:  Linda, I am so excited about you offering this support. 

LW:   I am looking forward to helping all of our children to be successful and enjoy their Hebrew  

learning. 

JML:  Why do you think this is important for our school?

LW:   All the children in our congregation deserve the best Jewish education they can receive 

according to their needs and abilities. This class is designed to accommodate a variety of 

learning styles and give whatever support is necessary for success and ease. 

JML:  Tell me about your experiences with offering this type of support? 

LW:    I have worked with many students who have learning differences, IEP’s, and need  

modifications in the classroom. I had a student years ago who had a great deal of trouble 

learning to read Hebrew. When I met with her and the family, they were anxious about her 

ability to have a Bat Mitzvah and participate in our Religious school.  I taught her the  

aleph- bet but she was not able to learn to read Hebrew so I taught her prayers and her 

Torah portion orally.  When she went to read her Torah portion with the Rabbi, she actually 

read the Hebrew. We were all amazed!  At her Bat Mitzvah, there wasn’t a dry eye. She had 

not only met, but exceeded everyone’s expectations.  

 

I also taught a student years ago who was told he would never learn Hebrew. It turns out 

with individualized instruction and some modifications, he not only learned to read Hebrew, 

but also had a very successful BM and not only that, has a great feeling about being Jewish!

JML:  Fantastic. I am so thankful to have you spearheading this. We are in great hands!

Jennifer Levine
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JUNE 2 
Fannie Bernstein

Audrey Cohen

Betty Moses Coleman

Helen Dubkin

Enrico Gannett

Manuel Garshofsky

Leonard H. Gidding

Hilda Goldfeder

Estelle Greenberg

Arthur Gusack

Rose Hausner

Mark Isack

Eva Kaplan

Max Kaplan

Isadore Kraemor

Anne S. Lockfeld

Bertha Loomar

Marianne Ostrand

Violet Pasternak

Annette Schlosser

Leonard Schoeman

Herman L. Schrager

Albert Schwartz

Herbert Schwartz

Mary Schwartz

Sadie Schwartz

Mildred Solomon

Jacob Tedlow

Anna Unger

Louis Wolfson

JUNE 9 
James Abraham

Norman Abrams

Yetta Cohen

Gloria Einhorn

Betty Engel

Anne Friedman

Mildred Fries

Sylvester Garfield

Louis Goldberg

Marcia Goldberg

Henrietta Goodman

Jack Jaffe

Melvin Kay

Henry Klein

Jack Leitner

Ethel Liberman

Joseph Luber

Ruth Pianko

Samuel Pianko

Bertha Pogosky

Max Poppel

Franklin Saltzman

Hannah Schiffman

Ruth Schoenberg

Irving S. Sedwin

Arlene Sherer

Ellis Singer

Samuel William Spevack

Fay Talbert

Ida Tennenbaum

Seena Wahrsager

Frank Weigl

Eva Zucker

JUNE 16 
Morris Alpine

Samuel Becker

Barbara Davis

Philip Diamond

Anne Enda

Max Glass

Gerald Gold

Diane Gollin

Rebecca Greenbaum

Marvin Isack

Ann Johan

Samuel Kline

Bertha Lepelstat

Rose Lyons

Louis Nimetz

Charles Nishball

Eugene Price

Ruth Rutenberg

Hinda Schonthal

Frieda Shulman

Charoltte Skalka

Ana Marie Vargas

Beatrice K. Werner

Murray Zucker

JUNE 23 
Norman Banks

Dora Bashover

Edith Beck

Yetta Bussel

Miriam Candib

Tillie Fader

Joseph Goldman

Helen Harris

Augusta Katz

Rose Krigstein

Moe Laufer

Louis Bernard Lippit

Austin McNally

William Henry Merz

David Meyers

Beatrice Pell

Abe Posener

Stanley Richmand

Louis Robins

Rose Rosoff

Paul Schonthal

Samuel Schwartz

Robert Silverstein

Ida Singer

Anna Solot

Ava Stoloff

Hy Tobey

Alexander Waugh

Isidore Yanco

Marjory Zinn

JUNE 30 
Hyman Abrams

Harriet Baumann

Esther G. Cohen

Polly Gladstone

Sidney Goldburg

Lia Goldvasser

Bertha Heyman

John Jeney

Gertrude Joffe

Herman Kramer

Oscar Kriman

Pearl Liebowitz

Bernice Markowitz

Kathleen Moomaw

Nellie Nacht

Molly Portnoy

Enid Potter

Zev Remba

Anna Rosenberg

Dr. A. Lemuel Rosenblatt

Richard Saunders

Rebecca Schenk

Herbert Schuldenfrei

Henry Shapiro

Solomon Sobel

Frieda Whitman

Cindy Zederbaum

Paul Zito

JULY 7 
Harry Bernstein

Bernard Dreier

Alan Dubkin

Florence Meyers Durben

Mae Friedman

Alan Goldin

Joel Goldschein

Raphael Gurevich

Anna Guterman

Herman Guterman

Samuel Hoffman

Rose Horowitz

Gutshteyn Kasiyel

Howard Kitay

Rabbi Sidney Nathanson

Max Persky

Herb Rosenthal

Joseph Rosin

Cecelia Spoljaric

Beatrice Turtletaub

Joseph Weinstein

Essie Weintraub

JULY 14 
Rose Becker

Esther Bibasse

Shirley Blacker

Sadie Bloomberg

Jason Deutschmeister

Joshua Diamond

Richard Gelfand

Alice Joy Gilbert

Harry Greenberg

Michael Hauben

Hans Heiman

Dirk Hofman

Brukha Khariton

Meyer Lavor

Roger Monahan

Russel Owens

Irving Rosenberg

Charles Ross

Dorothy Rubin

Sidney Sadel

Ellen Schoeman

Rose Schoenberger

Benjamin Schwartz

Benjamin J. Schwartz

Etta Seltzer

Samuel Shapiro

CYCLE OF LIFE
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Seymour St. Lifer

M. Lester Stevens

Helen Wahrsager

Edward Webb

JULY 21
Betty Arogeti

Frederick Bush

Paul Einhorn

Esther F. Farber

Dr. Mark Friedman

Raymond Fries

Anna Gidding

Gussie Groschefsky

Barbara Halberstadter

Gussie Keshen

Lila Levy

Birdie Neivert Lippit

Anna Myers

Doris Nelson

George Popper

Eleanor Rhodes

Julius Richards

Sonia Ritz

Julian Rosenfeld

Minnie Rothberg

Jerome Scher

Ellen Schoeman

Norma Steinberg

Sarah Tepper

Lena Yellin Usdansky

Bella A. Warren

Louis Weintraub

Bertha Whitken

Donald Whitken

Herman Zuts

JULY 28
Paula Berger

Barbara Brook

Rose Bush

Fannie Cohn

Rachel Dorogoy

Jeffrey Dworkin

Gene Edelman

Fanny Fifer

Sally Levine

Anne S. Luber

Rosen Nessa

Augusta Potter

Shirley Rabstein

David Ripps

Diana Rosenberg

Anna Scheier Samuels

Max Singer

Max Spivack

Mina Weyuker

Esther Yood

Hyman Zatkowsky

AUGUST 4
Abraham Cohen

Gussie Mitzman Cohen

Doraine R. Dreier

Evan Dreier

William Drubin

Albert Dubman

Anna Epstein

Louis Feinberg

James Gindin

Sophie Goldberger

Edwin Hartman

Leibish Hirshfield

Rebecca Hirshfield

George Kotick

Joseph Levin

Philip Levin

Rhoda Lowenstein

Charles Reich

Carol Salomon

Benjamin Tepper

Robert Weinberg

AUGUST 11
Jacob Abrams

Roberta Banker

Irving Bussel

Rubin Epstein

Bernard Glassman

Nathaniel Greenberg

David Hey

Leon Isanok

Arleen Kaplan

Julius Kay

Leo Lepelstat

Betty Marshall

Lester Newman

Samuel Payenson

Marvin Persky

David Portnoy

Bertha Prince

Irving Raynes

Sadie Rich

Mathilda Smith

Anna Toborovsky

Joseph Toborovsky

B.J. Yudelson

AUGUST 18
Saul Armm

Moses Banker

Miriam Boydman

William Cohen

Nettie Drubin

Isadore Glanzer

Sarah Goldman

Pearl Grunfeld

Morris Horowitz

David Isaacs

Anna Kanter

Bonnie Kaplan

Sheila Lazarus

Benjamin Leflein

Sarah Leflein

Fanny Lidsky

Bruce Lieberman

Howard Lyte

Arnold Ostrand

Nathan Pustelnick

David Radish

Kenneth Rosenthal

Sol Rosoff

Doris Rudawitz

Bernard Schoenbrun

Kurt R. Schwarz

Ethel Alpine Semer

Evelyn Sobel

Elena Sorkin

Louis Spigel

Irving Taylor

Rebecca Tepper

AUGUST 25
Virginia Adkins

Gerry Baruch

Charles Berman

Max Bernstein

Martha Brief

Gerard Ferraro

Mildred Fiddler

Hyman Garfinkle

Frances Korber Greenberg

Joseph Greenfield

Pearl Gross

Paul Hirshfield

Muriel Hofman

Samuel Jordan

Nathan Kraemer

Victor Leaf

Jack Lepelstat

Marilyn Miller

Adolph Miron

Sadye Peres

Herbert Polskin

Paul Polskin

Vernon Scholar

Robert Segal

Faye Shapiro

Ada Sobel

Christine Sweeney

SEPTEMBER 1
Harry Adelman

Ethel Arbeit

Clara Brander

Bernard Braverman

Lenwood Brodie, Sr.

Victoria Carter

Rose Feibush

Barbara Heiman

Marty Jacobs

Sylvia Kaplan

Rose Korngut

Anna Kunzman

Max Levine

Rachel Levy

Ray Levy

Leah Lidsky

Moses Lockfeld

Harry Lyons

Harry R. Myers

Iris Pianko

Rebecca Richard

Harriet Roth

Roman Salaman

Yetta Schoen

Selma Schudenfrei

Harvey Silver

Moses Spevack

Gloria St. Lifer

Marian Weigl

Arlene Winokur

Tillie Zuts

CYCLE OF LIFE
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EVENT RECAP

9

Matzah Brei Family Brunch with Passover Craft

On April 10, 2017 the Temple Sholom Membership Committee held  
our first Matzah Brei Brunch which was a great success.

Members and potential members joined together for morning brunch 
fare and fun. The kids were also treated to a special Passover Craft with  
Michelle Shapiro Abraham and Avital Abraham.

Fresh cooked omelets made to order were on the menu courtesy of Rabbi 
Abraham and Lee Shapiro London and Neil Sedwin and Pam Brander  
whipped up delicious Matzah Brei Pancakes that brought in rave reviews.

Thank you to all the volunteers that helped out with this great event.   
Special thanks to Barbara Cooke for doing all of the shopping!

Avital Devorah Abraham will be graduating from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and 
attending Ithaca College in the fall.

Sari Dorn graduated on May 20-21 from the A. James Clark School of Engineerin with high 
honors at the University of Maryland. She will be working as a Mechanical Engineer with  
Lockheed Martin in Dallas, Texas. We are so proud of Sari’s accomplishments!

Hannah Elizabeth Isaacs graduated from Rider University on May 12, 2017. She graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration with a concentration in Marketing. Hannah 
graduated with Magna sum Laude Honors with a final GPA of 3.48.  Having completed her  
undergraduate degree in three years, she looks forward to entering the workforce this coming Fall.

Emily Koprowski will be graduated on May 26 from the University of Delaware College of Education and Human 
Development. She will receive her Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Teacher Education with certification in 
Disability Studies.  She is a member of Kappa Delta Pi, the International Honor Society in Education, and the Alpha Phi 
Omega service fraternity, and is a Blue Hen Ambassador in Education.

Andrea Leitner will be graduating from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School in June. She will attend the University at 
Albany in the Fall. She looks forward to playing soccer for the University of Albany.

GRADUATION ANNOUNCEMENTS 2017

              At the   
                    Board of Trustees
                Meeting on May 16, 2017,  
           the Board approved the  
        purchase of 450 new Mishkan  
        T’Filah High Holiday Prayer  
        books as well as 40 large print  
      copies of these new books. We  
     plan to purchase these new  
    prayers books for use as part of  
   the High Holidays  
  worship this fall.

The Board would  
like to thank Steve  
and Ann Saltzman, Ted Dreier,  
This year’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah  
class, and all of those who  
donated to purchase individual 
books in honor of a loved one  
for their generous donations to 
make this purchase possible.

There are still  
opportunities 

available for  
members to  

donate to the 
Prayer book  

Fund to have 
these new books 
named in honor  
of a loved one.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE SHABBAT-A-QUE ON JUNE 30TH.  
All are welcome.   

Have any ideas for social events?  Please contact SLyte@sholomnj.org. 



Jim Gleason 6/1

Jacob Shipitofsky 6/2

Daniel Zuckman 6/2

Marjorie Cohen 6/3

Carlie Gleason 6/3

Jonathan Kaplan 6/3

Pierce Seyffarth 6/3

Elizabeth Smith 6/3

Joseph Messing 6/4

Scott Messing 6/4

Olive Springer 6/4

Lillian Rose Weingarten 6/5

Mr. Allen Darwin 6/6

Stacey Bender 6/9

Madolyn Robins 6/9

Ezri Barak Abraham 6/11

Elizabeth Robins 6/11

David Schack 6/12

Corine Lippe 6/13

Robin Lyons 6/13

Mark Rothman 6/13

Kathy Kayne 6/14

Lois Fisher 6/16

Jacob Liss 6/16

June Stern 6/16

Jason Piltzer 6/17

Mrs. Gale Miller 6/18

Jason Rosen 6/18

Jennifer Silverman 6/18

Marsha Bloom 6/19

Gregg Smith 6/19

Jack Richard 6/20

Sandra Abraham 6/21

Jacqueline Lieberman 6/21

Sara Kornfeld 6/22

Kathy Korngruen 6/23

Judith Laufer 6/23

Maureen Leitner 6/24

Joshua Seewald 6/24

Wendy Sklarin 6/24

Janey Smith 6/24

David Scholar 6/25

Marjorie Leffler 6/26

Alexis Slack 6/26

Dr. Neil Smith 6/26

Arlaina Sokolsky 6/26

Seena Wahrsager 6/26

Christopher Wallis 6/26

Jakob Tannenbaum 6/27

Brayden Gal 6/28

Aron Laufer 6/28

Stacey Pritchett 6/28

Eden Blum-Seyffarth 6/29

Mr. Robert Lowe 6/29

Jonathan Schaffer 6/29

Anthony Hsu 6/30

Mindy Koprowski 7/1

Mia Striegel 7/1

Mario Azcarraga 7/3

Helen Aron 7/4

Natalie Darwin 7/4

Michael Sheiowitz 7/4

Brenda Berger 7/5

Nan Fechtner 7/5

David Korngruen 7/5

Julia Blaschak 7/6

Sasha Shectman 7/7

Kyle Zachary Wallis 7/8

Rachel Schack 7/10

Neal Tepper 7/10

Michelle Gal 7/11

Shoshana Isaacs 7/11

Mrs. Margo Lidsky 7/11

Ronald Blitzer 7/12

Matthew Klein 7/12

Neal Leitner 7/12

Eric Lieberman 7/13

Kayla Reisberg 7/13

Ethan Lyte 7/14

Marlene Pogosky 7/14

Bruce Binkowitz 7/15

Ashley Smith 7/15

Lisa Tannenbaum 7/15

Andrew Wolff 7/15

Daniel Friedman 7/17

Ethan Friedman 7/17

Gary Darwin 7/18

Elana Lewis 7/18

Hannah Pritzker 7/19

Claire Bisgay 7/20

Randolph Ringel 7/20

Randall Stevens 7/20

Mr. Jeff Messing 7/23

Mr. Alan Nacht 7/23

Chad Springer 7/23

Ira Stern 7/23

Emma Lederman 7/25

Shana Amsellem 7/26

Benjamin Fisher 7/27

Jean Schroder 7/27

Rebecca Kasen 7/28

Marni Pearce 7/28

Lily Rose Friedman 7/29

Dominic LaRosa 7/29

David Schulman 7/29

Zachary Fechtner 7/30

David Harris 7/30

Cindy Hill 7/30

Sophie Pritchett 7/30

Ben Shectman 7/30

Cecelia Blumenstock 8/1

Sam Grodberg 8/1

Dr. Janet Weinstein 8/1

Lindsay Gold 8/2

Marc Reisberg 8/2

Polina Zismanova 8/3

Jordana Moesch-Friedman 8/4

Malvina Schwartz 8/4

Jeff Hill 8/6

Louis Cooke 8/7

Wesley Lewis 8/8

Michael Loberfeld 8/8

Mr. Neil Sedwin 8/8

Scott Six 8/8

Richie Tannenbaum 8/8

Karyn Weingarten 8/8

Noah Lederman 8/9

Margaret Cohen 8/10

Deborah Fitzgerald 8/10

Gwendolyn Robins 8/10

Ilene Blitzer 8/11

Joel Camargo 8/11

Michelle Shapiro Abraham 8/11

Daniel Serna 8/12

Sandra Sobel 8/12

Levi Schaffer 8/14

Andrew Blumenstock 8/15

Barbara Danziger 8/16

Jennifer Steingart 8/16

Chris Hopkins 8/17

Jeffrey Arkin 8/18

Barbara Cooke 8/19

Rachel Breit 8/20

Zachary Breit 8/20

Nathan Shectman 8/20

William Contreras 8/22

Stephanie Lieberman 8/22

Lisa Schiff 8/26

Marilyn Flanzbaum 8/27

Jae Kayne 8/27

Jean Rosen 8/28

Mrs. Sandra Dreier 8/29

Jessica Jackvony 8/29

Sylvia Nadel 8/30

Matthew Goetz 8/31

Hannah Spieler 8/31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
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Stephanie & Rick Lieberman 6/1

Frank & Lisa Rossello 6/2 15th anniversary

Lisa & Richie Tannenbaum 6/3

James and Stacey Pritchett 6/5

Marc Reisberg & Helena Nash 6/8

Josh & Keren Bornstein 6/10

Eric & Elisa Brown 6/11

Roger & Adreinne Graubard 6/11 45th anniversary

Bruce & Caren Kleiman 6/11

William & Sandra Dreier 6/12 57th anniversary

David & Karen Schack 6/12

Michael & Dona Teschner 6/14

Seth & Karyn Weingarten 6/14

Scott & Sara Lerner 6/16 15th anniversary

Rabbi Joel Abraham  

  & Michelle Shapiro Abraham 6/17

Nicole & David Shipitofsky 6/17

Ronald & Ilene Blitzer 6/18 57th anniversary

Neil & Ruth Smith 6/18 50th anniversary

Geoffrey & Jeannette Koizumi 6/19

Jacob & Julie Friedman 6/23 10th anniversary

Neil & Susan Sedwin 6/23

Edward & Alyssa Seiden 6/25

Bruce & Jill Harris 6/26

Jamie & Brian Kristiansen 6/26

Martin & Judy Schwartz 6/26 57th anniversary

Charles & Sara Johnston 6/27 25th anniversary

Ira & June Stern 6/29

David & Jennifer Silverman 6/30 15th anniversary 

Jonathan & Nadine Kaplan 7/4

Deborah & Glenn Fitzgerald 7/10  

David & Mindy Carton 7/18

David Lipsky & Julie MacDonald 7/20 15th anniversary

Jonathan & Rebecca Schaffer 7/20

Drs. Randall & Laura Stevens 7/29

Ralph Kline & Carole Kenyon 8/1 35th anniversary

Aron & Judith Laufer 8/12

Gregg & Janey Smith 8/13

Jill & Christopher Wallis 8/15

Mario & Robin Azcarraga 8/18 5th anniversary

Steven & Ann Saltzman 8/18

Daniel & Karina Zuckman 8/20

Marshall & Dorothy Krugman 8/23

Ilene & Eugene Schulman 8/23

Lucy & David Pritzker 8/30

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
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Mazal Tov to Janet Weinstein on the 
birth of her new twin grandchildren.

Elliot Weinstein Martinez (boy) and 
Avi Weinstein Martinez (girl) born 
April 14th in Oakland, California to 
proud parents Jennifer Weinstein  
and Francisco Martinez in Oakland, 
California.

MAZAL TOV!

Mazel Tov to Dr. Harold Yood on his 
great granddaughter, Sydney Netta 
Patterson, becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
on June 17, 2017

Dan Jablon on the  

death of his mother,  

Ellen Jablon

David Schack on the 

death of his father,  

Howard Schack

CONDOLENCES TO:

EVENT RECAP

Yom haShoah Service

Ann Saltzman of the 
Temple’s Yom HaShoah 
committee introduces  
Dr. Lederman

Dr. Susan Lederman, speaker for the night.  
She is a Holocaust survivor and a past 
president of Temple Sinai in Summit, NJ, and 
the National League of Women’s Voters. Dr. 
Lederman is also Professor Emerita of Public 
Administration at Kean University. 



SPOTLIGHT PROGRAM

"You have the POWER to save lives!".
by Michael Loberfeld

That was the message that shined through at an educational program at Temple 
Sholom in Scotch Plains on April 30, regarding organ and tissue donation. 

"Whoever saves a life, it is as if that person has saved an entire world", states  
the Talmud.   Cantor Darcie Sharlein explained how that is not merely  
hyperbole. "Within each of us is a world" stated Sharlein.   When one saves a  
life, "It is that person's whole world, it's their family, it's their community" that  
is being positively affected, she said. "The greatest value in Judaism is life", said 
Sharlein. "We are commanded to save life", and signing up to be an organ and  
tissue donor is one way to do that, she said.
 
The program was put together by the Rothman family and NJ Sharing Network. 
Temple Sholom member Emma Rothman, who was 12 years old when she received 
a heart transplant over six years ago, coauthored and appears in an award winning 
video, called "You Have the POWER to Save Lives".   The video has been shown in 
78 schools and has reached 21,500 students through the beginning of April thus 
far this school year alone.  The video can be viewed online at www.heartsforemma.
org/why-we-help/

The Rothman family started Hearts for Emma, a 501(c)3 www.heartsforemma.org  
"I know firsthand how important organ and tissue donation are and my family and 
I do everything we can to spread that message" said Emma Rothman.

Sue Quiroga, Manager of Resource Development for the New 
Providence-based NJ Sharing Network said currently N.J. 
has 4,000 people on the waiting list for an organ transplant.   
That's too many, she said, considering that, "We know what 
we need.  We know the cure is organ donation." Every day 3 
NJ residents are added to the waiting list.   Every three days 
someone in NJ will die waiting for a transplant.   One donor 
can save up to 8 lives through the gift of organ donation, and 
enhance the lives of over 75 people with tissue donation.

Quiroga encourages everyone to register on registerme.
org even if you are already listed as an organ donor on your 
license.   In addition, Quiroga urges everyone to talk to their 
loved ones and make their wishes known.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.njsharingnetwork.org or call (800) 742-7365.

The New Jersey Sharing Network is holding a Celebration of 
Life 5K run, walk & celebration in New Providence June 4, and 
encourages participation.  Hearts for Emma has a team, in 
which they are always hoping for participants: whether  
running the sanctioned 5K, or walking and  spending time  
together cheering on all participants of the race/walk.   
You can register or donate to team "Hearts for Emma" by  
visiting https://www.njsharingnetwork.org/AllTeams  
and by scrolling down and clicking on team name  
"Hearts for Emma" to get to the team page.

"I was given something that you can't really ever  
repay,” Emma Rothman said. “You can't really give  
that back, so I guess we are doing things that mean  
the world to other people.”

“Transplants 

would not be 

possible without 

donors and their 

families making 

the courageous 

and selfless  

decision to save 

the lives of others” 

-Emma Rothman

Cantor Darcie Sharlein, Nancie Rothman (mother 
of heart transplant recipient Emma Rothman and 
one of the founders of Hearts for Emma), and  
Sue Quiroga (of the NJ Sharing Network) all led 
an enlightening educational program about  
organ and tissue donation at Temple Sholom
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WOMEN ON OUR OWN

WOOO is an active group of Temple members, comprised of  
widows, women who are divorced, or single.  We get together  
twice a month to share lunch at a favorite restaurant, as well as  
to meet at the Temple on a Sunday morning.

Along with the social benefits we enjoy together, we try to be there 
for each other in many other ways.  We drive each other to temple, 
doctors appointments, theater, concerts, and many other activities.   
If someone is ill or has had surgery or cannot cook for themselves,  
we send them a Delivery Now Gift Card so they may order some  
meals to make their recovery easier to handle.  We also are able  
to help each other emotionally with many supportive phone calls  
or visits.  We shop for groceries for anyone who is unable to get to  
the supermarket.  Many of our WOOO do not have family nearby, so 
we try to be there for them, because WE CARE ABOUT EACH OTHER!!!

Several years ago we decided to collect $1.00 or $2.00 every time we met, to donate to an important 
charity.  Since its inception, we have donated $100.00 or more to the following funds:  Doctors Without 
Borders, the Cranford Center that helps children struggling with various problems, Hearts for Emma,  
Autism Speaks, The Valerie Fund, Jewish Family Service, the Lederman Family, RALPHAHOUSE, Friends 
of the Jewish Chapel at Annapolis, American Friends at Alan Hospital.

Marjorie Cohen,  Coordinator of WOOO

After more than a century following our founding in Plainfield, Temple Sholom’s Endowment Fund was 
formed in 2016. What is an endowment? Simply put, an endowment is a portfolio of assets donated to 
a non-profit institution (Temple Sholom) to aid in its support. Over the long term, endowments provide 
a financial cushion to support the institution through changing times; with this added stability comes a 
greater degree of independence and enhanced ability to achieve short- and long-term goals.

The good news is you can contribute now to Temple Sholom’s Endowment Fund. There is no minimum 
amount. After $500 accumulates in the fund, the fund’s balance is transferred to one or more managed 
mutual funds (currently held by Vanguard). Temple Sholom’s Endowment Vanguard balance exceeds 
$50,000.

Over the course of this year, next year and into the future, you will hear more about ways to strengthen 
Temple Sholom’s Endowment. This is a marathon, not a sprint. It takes long-range planning, like includ-
ing a charitable bequest in your will designating Temple Sholom. Other contribution methods include, 
but are not limited to, donating stock, creating a charitable annuity, donating a life insurance policy or 
IRA assets. Your financial advisor and tax expert can provide tax benefit details and guidance.

We must ensure Temple Sholom thrives for another hundred years and beyond. We owe it to our 
children, their children, and so on. It’s up to us! Did you know nearly 75% of Americans make gifts to 
charities during their lifetime, yet fewer than 10% make a bequest or other legacy gift at their death. 
Why are individuals so generous during their life but do not make provisions in their will for charities? 
The simple answer is that most of those individuals have never been asked. We are asking.

Remember, a long-term donation supporting Temple Sholom’s Endowment is not just a donation….it’s 
your legacy. Stay tuned—more information to come.

Bruce Harris, Endowment Committee Chair 

TEMPLE SHOLOM ENDOWMENT
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SPOTLIGHT MEMBER

Temple Sholom Family Raises $12,000 for the Autism Community at the 
Second Annual Rockin’ For Autism Music Festival 

Temple’s Inclusion Task Force Sponsors Therapy 
Dogs from Creature Comfort Pet Therapy

In 2011, then nine-year-old Mallory Banks decided she wanted 
to make a difference in the lives of people living with autism 
disorders like her brother Ethan. That year, she and several 
of her friends started a bake sale at local soccer games, and 
by 2015 Mallory had raised more than $10,000 for Autism 
New Jersey. For the past six years, Mallory has been one 
of the top kids in New Jersey who raise money for Autism 
Awareness Month, earning her the title of Autism Awareness 
Junior Ambassador.

Last year, Mallory significantly stepped up her fundraising efforts. With the help and support of her 
parents, Jeff and Gina Banks, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, and a dedicated team of volunteers, Mallory 
created the Rockin’ For Autism Music Festival – an all-day festival featuring several musical acts, food 
trucks, local vendors, autism workshops, sports clinics, an obstacle course, ‘tricky tray’ raffles and more 
(Temple Sholom was represented by members of its Inclusion Task Force). The event drew thousands of 
people to Fanwood’s LaGrande Park, and between the bake sale, raffles, vendor contributions and online 
donations, Mallory raised more than $10,500 for Autism NJ in a single afternoon.

On April 29, the second annual Rockin’ For Autism Music Festival returned to Fanwood with even more 
musical acts, more food trucks and food stands, more vendors and the addition of a beer garden. But 
perhaps the best new feature of all was the addition of therapy dogs from Creature Comfort Pet Therapy, 
who brought joy to all festival-goers at the Temple Sholom table.

Thousands of people from the SPF area and surrounding towns 
attended the festival, which raised $12,000 for Autism New Jersey.

“This year’s Rockin’ For Autism Music Festival was unbelievable. 
While it was an exciting day for many, at the heart of it was the 
money the festival raised to help people with autism like my 
brother,” said Mallory.

Pictures and videos from the 2017 event, including the therapy 
dogs, will be posted soon to www.rockin4autism.org.
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NOTES FROM ABROAD

Our Sister Congregation in Budapest 
Sim Shalom Congregation, April 6, 2017

Purim was very thoroughly celebrated in Sim Salom this year 
with a Multi-Culti party, objecting to Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban’s strong anti-immigrant and anti-EU policies for Hungary. 
There were lots of kids there in costumes, and everyone won a 
prize of some sort. Some of the adults also dressed up, though 
unfortunately not as many in previous years. But I did my part as a Hawaiian beach bum. We 
did our usual reading of the Megillah in many languages; English, Hebrew, Hungarian, Armenian, 
Yiddish, French, and a virtuoso performance by Gyuri Markus, who did it in German, Russian 
and Yiddish, all mixed together. But the highlight of the evening was a concert of Hebrew and 
Yiddish songs by Flora Polnauer, accompanied by her guitarist friend , David Lamm. They even 
played some Israeli folk dance music which got the crowd up and dancing. Some very good 
food and a good bit of schnaps rounded out a very joyful evening. It all looks even better in the 
video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3MAJUWotxU  
than in the attached photos.

On the next weekend, we held the second of the joint services with Bet Orim Congregation as 
part of the Budapest Project of West London Synagogue and EUPJ. This was the first time the 
services were held on the premises of the Milestone Academy, a private, elite secondary school. 
There are a number of Jewish students who attend the school and it’s hoped that they will be 
attracted into the Reform movement by having the services there. Unfortunately, Rabbi Ariel 
Pollak became ill the day before and could not come from Berlin. But the service was led by 
Cantor Polnauer, and was a very good one, with a good attendance from both congregations, as 
well as a number of people belonging to neither congreation. So we’re off to a good start.

We continue to be dissatisfied with the meager space we are able to use for our programs in 
the Balint Haz Jewish Community Center. It’s a very busy place, full of lots of programs and 
activities of all sorts for all ages. We only have two small cupboards for storage of all that we 
need to use for services and educational programs. Sometimes we have to use a too large room 
and sometimes the room we can have is too small. Our library is stored someplace in boxes, and 
our secretary has to work from her home. And finally, it’s likely that a big renovation will take 
place this summer and fall, during which we’ll have to do our programs elsewhere. We would 
like to avoid moving out and then back in, and to have more space, as we had on Raday street, 
so we’re very actively looking for premises of our own again which we can afford. A large flat 
has been located which belongs to local city government which would be quite satisfactory. It 
would need a big renovation. Our Board is starting negotiations with the city government about 
getting the use of the space for a nominal rent, which we’re told is a good possibility. Wish us 
luck!!!   If we get it, we plan to have a fundraising drive to pay for the renovations.

Cheers,
Jess Weil

Any U.S. reader who wishes to make a donation to Sim Shalom Congregation can 
do so by going to the web site of our support organization, Friends of Sim Shalom; 
http://www.friendsofsimshalom.org/
 
Your support will be much appreciated at this difficult time. And for more  
information about the congregation visit the website:
http://www.sim-shalom.org
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS MONTH’S B’NEI MITZVAHS

JACOB JABLON will become a Bar Mitzvah on 
June 3rd. He lives in Fanwood with his parents, 
his sister Raina, their dog Sadie, and their cat Mr. 
Big.  He is a 7th grade student at Terrill Middle 
School where he is part of the Solar Sprint team.  
Jacob enjoys playing soccer (he spent the last 6 
years playing travel), running, shooting hoops with 
friends, doing a little acting and singing, and watching Dude  
Perfect, Futurama, and The Flash. In memory of his grandmother 
Ellen, for his mitzvah project, he will be volunteering his time at  
the Community Foodbank of New Jersey, since she used to  
volunteer at a food bank.

ETHAN KLEIN will become a Bar Mitzvah on June 
17, 2017.  He is a seventh grader at Hillside Avenue 
School in Cranford.  Ethan enjoys playing basket-
ball, lacrosse and soccer.  He also enjoys music, 

and plays both clarinet and guitar.  When he is not 
participating in sports, he is hanging out with friends, 

playing video games or spending time with his family.
When it came time to plan his Mitzvah project, Ethan knew he 
wanted it to involve basketball. On April 23rd he hosted a Free-
Throw-A-Thon to raise money for PeacePlayers International.  PPI 
uses the game of basketball to unite, educate and inspire young 
people to create a more peaceful world. They bring together  
children from opposite sides of religious, ethnic and cultural  
divides to develop friendship and mutual respect.  Over 30 of 
Ethan’s friends and family came out and shot free throws and 
helped him raise over $600 for this worthy cause. Ethan is  
looking forward to his big day and is excited to celebrate his 
achievement with family and friends.
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LILLIAN WEINGARTEN will become a Bat Mitzvah 
on June 13, 2017. She is a 7th grader who volunteered 
as a Classroom Aide with the 4th grade Hebrew 
School class this past year.  Lillian enjoys outdoor 

activities such as soccer, horseback riding, camping, 
hiking, traveling, and swimming.  Most impressively, 

Lillian became a certified SCUBA diver last year!  This 
summer she returns to Eisner Camp – for her fifth summer.  Lillian 
treasures her experiences and friendships at camp.  She hopes oth-
ers can enjoy similar opportunities.  Her Mitzvah Project involves 
spreading awareness of the benefits of URJ camps like Eisner and 
raising money to help all kids, regardless of finances, attend.

JOSHUA SEEWALD will become a Bar Mitzvah on 
June 24, 2017.  He is a seventh grader at Terrill  
Middle School in Scotch Plains.  Joshua spends  
his summers at his favorite place, URJ Sci Tech 
Camp, where he focuses on robotics, web design, 
and this year on 3D animation!  Joshua enjoys  
playing tennis and video games.  He has also been tap 
dancing for four years.   Joshua can’t wait to celebrate his  
Bar Mitzvah with family and friends!  For his mitzvah project,  
Joshua has chosen to help families learn and preserve the stories 
and voices of their loved ones.  Through the Lifelong Legacies 
Project, Joshua aims to record and save these stories as a gift for 
future generations, giving a chance for great-grandchildren to 
hear the voices of their ancestors whom they may have never met.  
Joshua has designed interview questions and a website where he 
will upload recordings of the interviews he conducts as an archive 
and is offering this to members of the congregation and their  
families first. If you are interested in being interviewed or have a 
family member whose story and voice you would like to add to  
this archive, please write to Joshua at lifelonglegacies@gmail.com.  
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 
Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 
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Thank You to My Community at Temple Sholom
For Supporting Me through Graduate School!

My sincere thanks to Rabbi Joel Abraham and Jennifer Levine for greenlighting my thesis  
research and to our Temple Sholom President, Karyn Weingarten, for final confirmation on  
using the Temple name in my paper. Thank you also to Lisa Rossello, Andy Rubin, Randi Sheps, 
and Irit Malinsky for helping provide additional support. 

Special shout out to the families of our 4th, 5th, and 6th graders for their amazing participation 
in my thesis research. At 97.5%, I had the highest level of survey response in my entire class! 
Thank you for your overwhelming support! This is just another example of what makes our  
synagogue so great! 

Thank you to our former education director Jenny Winters for advising my fieldwork and for 
pushing me to apply for the Grinspoon/Hoffman Award for Excellence in Jewish Education. 
Thank you also to Randi Sheps for providing my secondary recommendation for this as well.
Thank you to Alex Bernstein, Bob Enda, Sam Levine, Josh Weisberg, Cantor Darcie Sharlein, 
Rabbi Renee Edelman, and Rabbi Joel Abraham for helping me craft and deliver the Kesher  
curriculum on Holocaust Remembrance Day, which was the focus of my fieldwork. Special 
thanks to everyone who contributed to and participated in our Holocaust Remembrance  
service for 5th, 6th, and 7th grade. 

Thank you to Marcia Flood and Jack Marcus for helping me with my Special Ed homework.
Thank you to Andrew Wolff and Sam Levine for participating in my Human Development  
research. Thank you to Ellen Wolff for agreeing to let Andrew help me. 

Thank you to Dana Brenner for allowing me to do a full observation of her teaching including 
the pre-and post-observation meetings. 

Thank you to our wonderful office staff, Barbara Cooke and Amy Winkler, for helping provide 
me with a variety of resources. 

Thank you to Jed Feibush for all around support especially when I needed my very heavy  
printers swapped out and brought in for service.  

Thank you to Dana Brenner, Susan Saunders, and Torah scribe, Neil Yerman for writing the  
recommendations for my grad school application. 

Thank you to Michelle Shapiro Abraham for answering historical questions about our Hebrew 
program and for giving me my first exposure to professional education. 

Thank you to Ruth Smith for starting me on my journey as an Educator here at Temple Sholom 
and to Norman Pianko, z”l, my first Education director. 
 
Thank you to everyone who encouraged me, and thanks most of all to my students, past and 
present! You are the reason why I teach and the inspiration behind everything interesting and 
innovative that I do. 

Hoping I didn’t miss anyone, and sending lots of love to everyone with much gratitude,  
and appreciation!!!   : )
 
Ellen J. Berman, MJEd 
Recipient of the 2015 Grinspoon/Hoffman Award
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