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OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish congregation that welcomes traditional and non 
traditional Jewish families and individuals, aspiring to create a warm and caring  
Jewish atmosphere fostering inclusiveness and community. We engage in life long 
learning, worship, lifecycle events and social action (Tikun Olam), while cultivating  
a love and understanding of our Jewish heritage and promoting the perpetuation  
of Judaism. Temple Sholom strives to be an inclusive and accessible synagogue,  
welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully participate in our Jewish community.

We invite your family to join with
the other members of the Temple Sholom family  
as we share the story of the Exodus from Egypt 

and celebrate the second night of Pesach 
 

 The seder will be led by Rabbi Abraham & Cantor Darcie Sharlein
out of the UAHC Baskin Haggadah. 

The seder meal will be prepared by temple member, Richie Tannenbaum,  
to include matzah ball soup, brisket, BBQ’d Cornish hens & more! 

 

Adults $36/member; $45/non-member, Children under 13 $20/member, $25 non-member (children under 3 are free)
 

RSVP on our website by 3/26 - seating is limited
 

If your family has an interesting or heirloom seder plate, please bring it for your table.
 

**Please note** Our Passover Yizkor (memorial) Service is Monday, April 6th, 10am

Second annual Family Brunch with “Chef”  
Rabbi Abraham at the Omelet station 
Saturday 3/24 • 11am-1pm
 
* Omelets made to order *
* Fruit, juices, coffee & tea *
* Other delicious breakfast items - something for everyone!*

No charge for the brunch, but RSVP necessary by March 19th
Need information or want to help? Contact Suzanne at slyte@sholomnj.org
This event is sponsored by the Membership Committee. Please contact the 
Temple office if you may need accommodations to participate in this event.

Passover Congregational Sedar 3/31/18 at 6pm

FREE  
and open 
to ALL!



PILLAR BENEFACTORS

Ellen Berman

Natalie Darwin

Bill & Sandra Dreier

Alex & Luna Kaufman

David & Kathy  
Korngruen

Marianne Kriman

Daniel & Ellen Wolff

TRIPLE CHAI

Linda & David Nieporent

Mark & Sandra  
Nussenfeld

DOUBLE CHAI

Austin & Stacey Bender

Jonathan & Laura Bransky

Lynda Goldschein

Claire Greenberg

Scott & Sara Lerner

Robin Lyons

Alan Nacht 

David Richmand

George & Marlen Pogosky

Steven & Ann Saltzman

Janet Weinstein

CHAI

Anonymous

Marvin & Pam Brander

Marjorie Cohen

Barbara Danziger

Roger & Adrienne  
Graubard

Bruce & Jill Harris

David Harris

Alice Jaffe

Marion Portnoy

James & Stacey  
Pritchett

Michael & Roberta  
Zito

Temple Topics is published 8 times each year by  
Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.  

This newsletter is available at no cost to subscribers.

Under the new Mishpakha 
Benefactor program, members 
who give 18% (Chai), 36%  
(Double Chai), 54% (Triple  
Chai) or 108% (Pillar) over  
the Sustaining Amount are  
recognized as Benefactors.  
We thank them for their 
commitment to and generous 
support of Temple Sholom. 
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING 
HOW YOU CAN BECOME  
A BENEFACTOR?  
 

Contact Mark Nussenfeld  
at 908.305.1061 or
1stVP@sholomnj.org

Thank you to our Benefactor Members

LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR LIFE!
 
Please let us know about your good news and
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple
office and share your glad tidings.

Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given 
week if you would like an Aliyah for the following 
Shabbat.

If you become ill or are hospitalized, please  
let us know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit  
you, and we would like to add your name to our  
Mi-Sheberach list. The hospital is NOT allowed  
to contact the Temple or the Rabbi unless you  
explicitly request them to do so.

Note: To let us know about your news, please  
contact the Temple office directly.

Temple Sholom
A Reform Congregation affiliated with the

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

 Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

 Rabbi Emeritus Gerald A. Goldman

 Cantor Darcie Naomi Sharlein

 President Karyn Weingarten

 Director of Education  Jennifer Levine

 Temple Administrator  Barbara Cooke

 Bookkeeper  Gayle Nettler

 Religious School 
 Administrative Assistant Amy Winkler

 Editor  Lisa Tannenbaum

 Advertising Coordinator  Linda Nieporent

 Temple Phone  908.889.4900

 E-mail  sholom@sholomnj.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

March 2018 - A Welcoming Congregation
 

    1925 Lake Street is not where Temple Sholom began.  When I  
came to the congregation, we were located in Plainfield in a large  
building that had been built and added to over the congregation’s first 
nine decades.  The sanctuary and social hall were huge.  We had sixteen 
classrooms and a chapel in a separate wing. On most days, when it was 
just me and the office staff in the building, it felt deserted.

    When I first came to Temple Sholom in 1999, we considered ourselves 
a welcoming congregation.  Now every congregation thinks it is warm and 
welcoming - no one advertises themselves as cold and impersonal. Yet, at  
the oneg after Shabbat services, congregants only talked to the people that 
they already knew.  They were embarrassed to introduce themselves to  
others, because they were afraid the person they thought might be there  
for the first time, was really a long-time member.  We wanted to be  
welcoming; we were just afraid.  The sad proof of this fact was when an Afri-
can-American woman came to services, everyone “knew” she was not  
a member, and she was inundated with well-meaning welcome.

    In 2003, the congregation made the leap of faith to sell our building and set up temporary 
quarters at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.  We told ourselves that we were more than a  
building; that our congregation was a community.  That truth was proved by the fact that we 
grew as a congregation while in exile, and were able to summon the energy and resources to 
build our new home in Scotch Plains.

   This house we now live in was built by wisdom.  The wisdom was that the life our congregation 
was in knowing who we are and finding a way to share that with others.  If we wanted to be a 
warm and haimische congregation, then it was not enough just to say it, we had to do it as well.  
We trained ourselves to say hello to people at our oneg shabbat - whether we thought we knew 
them or not.  We changed our fundraisers from an expensive yearly gala, accessible only by a 
few, to many, smaller, more social events.  (We talked about putting the ‚Äúfun‚Äù in fundraising.)  
We moved our worship space into a semi-circle.  We brought down the height of the bimah.  We 
made our worship more accessible.  Even our Hebrew school moved to an open classroom model.

   This house we live in now was dedicated with understanding.  The gift of a new building means 
we had to meet all ADA building codes, without the added expense of retrofitting.  Our inclusion 
committee led the way in helping us understand what it meant to be welcoming to all - no door 
jambs to stumble over, a hearing loop to listen, bathroom facilities for any identity, and a religious 
school tailored for each of our students.  We no longer see ourselves as one particular hair color 
or ethnic last name, but we run the gamut of many of the heritages that we find in our United 
States.

   Have we become a welcoming congregation?  Yes.  Can we do more? Absolutely.  Last month I 
was on a call that addressed some of the issues that Jews of color feel.  One participant said that 
she did not want to feel welcomed into a synagogue, as if she were a guest, but rather made to 
feel at home, because she was a part of the family.

   How do we move from welcoming the stranger as a guest to making them feel at home?  Start 
with yourself. Rather than ask someone who they are, tell them who you are; introduce yourself.  
It is not easy to remember all of the 260 families in the congregation.  If you cannot remember 
someone else’s name, it is not hard to imagine that they may have forgotten yours as well.  Beyond 
that - be accepting and forgiving.  Do not be indignant if the person you sat next to for four hours 
on Yom Kippur does not remember.  Be glad they are reaching out again to have a conversation.

   How do we build our congregation?  How do we strengthen our community?  By realizing the 
wisdom that it takes work every day, and the understanding that we all have to try to connect 
with each other.

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

A house is built 

by wisdom, and 

dedicated with 

understanding

- Proverbs 24:3



CANTOR’S CORNER

Maybe you’ve heard the joke about the Passover Seder, that there are 
really five, not four, questions, the fifth being: When do we eat?!

However, there actually is a big, unanswered question that many people 
don’t know about. Centuries ago, there was a debate amongst the  
rabbis: Should there be four glasses of wine at the Pesach Seder, or five?

Each of the glasses of wine at the Seder is connected with a promise to 
the Israelites made and fulfilled by God in the book of Exodus:

 •  I am Adonai and I will free you from the labors of the Egyptians. (Exodus 6:6)

 •  I will deliver you from their bondage. (Exodus 6:6)

 •  I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and through extraordinary chastisements.  
(Exodus 6:6)

 •  I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God. (Exodus 6:7)

However, there is a fifth promise: I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession, I the Eternal. (Exodus 6:8) Unlike the 
other four, this promise was not fulfilled: yes, the Israelites had eventually entered the land of 
Israel, but were later forced out. For this reason, the rabbis were unsure whether there should 
be a fifth cup of wine in connection with the fifth, yet to be fulfilled, promise.

How did they resolve the question? You might say that they hedged their bets. They decided 
there would be a fifth cup of wine placed on the table, but we would not say a blessing over it 
or drink from it. What is the fifth cup? It is the cup of Elijah!

Now, you may be wondering how the prophet Elijah fits into all of this. Elijah was assigned a 
special role by the rabbis, which was to herald the coming of the Messiah (Reform Judaism 
looks toward a Messianic Age brought about through acts of tikkun olam – repair of the world – 
rather than one person, but that’s a bigger topic for another time). At that time, the rabbis said, 
Elijah will answer all unanswered questions. This brings us back to the fifth cup of wine. The  
rabbis reasoned that when Elijah comes, he will let us know whether we should indeed be  
drinking five cups of wine. If the answer is yes, we’ll have a cup at the ready. 

This year as you get ready to open the door for Elijah and sing Eliyahu Hanavi, perhaps you 
might choose to engage in debate over that fifth question: four cups or five? You may also like 
to add these lyrics by Leila Gal Berner which bring Miriam into our hope for the future (perhaps 
you already include a Miriam’s cup in your Seder):

    Miriam han’viyah oz v’zimrah b’yadah

    Miriam tirkod itanu l’hagdil zimrat olam

    Miriam tirkod itanu l’takein et ha-olam

    Bimheirah v’yameinu hi t’vi-einu

    El mei hay’shuah, el mei hay’shuah

(Miriam the prophet, strength and song are in her hand. Miriam will dance with us to strengthen 
the world’s song. Miriam will dance with us to heal the world. Soon, and in our time, she will lead 
us to the waters of salvation.)

Chag sameach!

Cantor Darcie Sharlein
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PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MEMO

Audacious Hospitality is a recurring theme emphasized by  
the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ).  This concept involves  
welcoming and embracing all people especially those of  
different races, nationalities, gender, sexual orientation, religion, 
abilities, and beliefs.  Visual differences give us insight and  
prepare us before we engage in a conversation with someone.  
However, the differences we cannot see often surprise us and 
present a larger challenge.  The principles of audacious hospitality 
may seem obvious, but the implementation of audacious hospitality can be quite challenging. 

In early December, I had the pleasure of attending the URJ Biennial in Boston.  Its  
overarching theme of Reimagining Jewish Life through Diversity, Innovation, Action,  
Faith, and Community enabled me to experience Audacious Hospitality and its limitations.  
I travelled with Suzanne Lyte and Pam Brander.  We absorbed all that we could –  
including devouring delicious local foods – the BEST lobster rolls are at Summer Shack!  
Suzanne’s energy and networking skills are remarkable.  Before we arrived in Boston she 
had made friends on the train.  Suzanne’s audacious hospitality “gathered” additional  
people throughout Biennial who joined us for meals and conversations.  This enabled  
us to learn from each other as we discussed successes and challenges among our  
congregations.  Pam’s dedication to the long-range planning of Temple Sholom including 
improving our governance methods is impressive and was a theme she enthusiastically  
explored throughout Biennial.  I reunited with NFTY (North American Federation of  
Temple Youth) friends that I hadn’t seen in over twenty-five years.  We were moved by 
riveting impassioned speeches from Reverend Dr. William J. Barber, U.S. Senator Elizabeth 
Warren, and Fran Drescher as well as captivating Jewish scholars and professionals.   
Biennial’s audacious hospitality was contagious, but something was missing. 

As Reform Jews, we embrace our traditions and take passionate stands on social issues; 
yet, we have differing beliefs.  Only one panel at Biennial attempted to address this issue.  
“How to Embrace and Honor the Diversity of Political Voices in the Reform Movement”  
acknowledged that it is convenient to make assumptions and generalities in grouping  
people together and warned that differing beliefs must neither divide our country nor  
our congregation.  At Temple Sholom we pride ourselves on being inclusive rather than 
exclusive.  Our congregants are comprised of different races, nationalities, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, abilities, and beliefs.  Community is not homogeneity.  We shouldn’t 
expect we all will agree as it is quite impossible, since many factors shape our opinions  
and views.  Differing views among Temple Trustees help make our congregation strong 
and vibrant for all congregants.  Regardless of differences, Temple Sholom strives to be a 
welcoming sanctuary of kindness and a safe Jewish community for all.  

I challenge you to strengthen our community and speak with each other and embrace  
our differences, including our differing opinions.  A dialogue among friends requires  
passionately expressing our beliefs and respectfully criticizing and questioning.  I am  
confident that our bonds of shared commitment to Temple Sholom and Judaism can  
sustain our disagreements.  Genuinely looking at each other will enable us to learn and  
embrace our visual and hidden differences.  When we take this risk, we will have more 
meaningful conversations, deepen our relationships, and truly be audaciously hospitable.

Karyn Weingarten
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS AND VIEWS

Shalom Temple Families,

I want to take the opportunity this issue to explain our Hebrew  
program. Many adults (our age) have unpleasant memories of  
Hebrew school with it’s rote memorization or stifling/dull classroom. 
Thankfully, Jewish education has come a long way since those days  
and I want to make sure our whole community is familiar with the ins 
and outs of our Hebrew program.

Our primary educational goal, as you might have heard our entire school recite in unison is “to 
create leaders of meaningful Jewish worship.”

 I truly believe the open classroom model we use is the most effective strategy I have seen  
in Jewish education for student’s to not only achieve this goal, but to do so thoughtfully and 
joyfully with pride and internal drive.

Hebrew school begins every week with an all school Tefilah (prayer) led alternatively - by Rabbi 
and Cantor one week and small groups of 6th graders the other. Older students arepaired with 
younger ones for help following along in the siddur (prayer book). We call these pairs “Prayer 
buddies.”  Inspired by one of our students, we now have a weekly “Prayer Buddy” award for the 
buddies that display a high degree of focus.

Hebrew reading begins in Third grade when students start coming to Religious school two days 
a week. Third grade is devoted to mastering the aleph-bet and beginning the decoding process. 
In Fourth grade, with basic decoding skills acquired, students turn their focus to prayer leading. 
Each grade is challenged with 7 prayers to investigate during the course of the year.

For each prayer, students receive a “packet” – The “packet” contains activities to build the  
student’s skills around that prayer. Each activity is worked on in a different classroom,  
monitored by a teacher. Thus “open classroom” -- as students are free to move from room  
to room depending on which activity they are working on. 
Activity rooms include:

 Translating –learning the meaning of Key Hebrew words within the prayer

 Keva –learning the historical context for the prayer

 Kavannah – focus on the creative and spiritual dimensions of the prayer

 Chanting – focus on chanting or “singing” the prayer

Students are required to practice reading at home for thirty minutes per week. (Transliteration 
packets are given to parents who need them and our new Temple website has audio recordings 
of each prayer)

At the start of each Hebrew school session, teachers check student at home reading and at end 
of the day, students return to their grade level class and teacher’s initial work completed during 
open classroom.

The school could benefit tremendously by your presence at Hebrew School. If you are an adult 
in the community who wants to join us as a mentor, please contact me. Students can always 
use another “ear” to chant their prayers or inspire them to stay focused and on track.

Warmly, 
Jennifer Levine 
Director of Education
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS MONTH’S BAR MITZVAHS

BENJAMIN SERNA becomes a Bar Mitzvah on March 
3, 2018. He is a 7th grade student at Hillside Avenue 
School in Cranford. Benjamin enjoys performing in  
musical theater. He also serves on the student council 
and plays clarinet in the middle school band.  
Benjamin speaks Spanish and visits his family in Spain 
each summer. He is president of the Temple Sholom 
middle school youth group and likes planning events 
to do with his classmates. He volunteers as a teach-
ing assistant on Sundays with the 3rd grade religious school class. For 
his mitzvah project, Benjamin organized a team of volunteers to fulfill 
Halloween costume wishes for 30 kids whose families are served by 
Homefirst in Plainfield. Benjamin is grateful to the Cantor, Rabbi, and his 
teachers for helping him prepare for his bar mitzvah. He looks forward 
to celebrating this milestone with his family and friends, including his 
brother Daniel and sister Miriam.
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Michelle & Rob Donson and their daughters Mia & Aubrey

WELCOME!

Claire Greenberg on the birth of her 5th great grandchild, 
Maya Rachel Santacruz born 1/12/18

To Grant Darwin & Elizabeth Goldman on their engagement. 
Mazal Tov to parents Gary & Jodye Darwin, Grandma Natalie 

and the entire Darwin family.

Jonathan & Sophie Tabak 3/17
 

Joshua and Sally Isaacs 3/18

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

MAZEL TOV



MARCH 2

Leah Abrams

Lillian Adelman

Burt Baidowsky

Jerome Bendorf

Katherine Bisgay

Aaron Borg

Adele Calo

Stanley Cohen

Harry Edelman

Bella S. Fass

Gita Ginzbursky

Lev Ginzbursky

Jeanne Goldman

Marion Golub

Sarah Haber

Fannie Haftel

Judy Kaplan

Mary Klein

Cele Konigsberg

Adam Koprowski

Henrietta Kramer

Mathilda Lipschutz

Lawrence Littman

Lawrence Littman

Eugene Lockfeld

Ann Lubin

Maurice Marin

Tobia Meyers

Harold Nadel

Bertha Nathanson

Terese Nishball

Bernard Nussenfeld

Bessie Payenson

Emil Romm

Jacob Rubin

Gertrude Rudwitz

Lee Schoeman

Sadie Schoenbrun

Grace Seiden

Florence Shapiro

Allan Sheldon

Shirley Silver

Harold Stein

Rose Weiss

George Winarsky 

MARCH 9 

Leon Auerbach

Blanche Bader

Irving Bergida

Nathaniel B. Cole

Hyman Eber

Jerome Fechtner

George Gilbert

Lena G. Goldberg

Sam Goldberg

Evelyn Goldbloom

Dina Hackman

Sanford Halberstadter

Norman Hammer

Solomon Harris

Ruth Jacobson

Harris Jaffe

Richard Kulick

Marsha Melnick

Leah Rosin

Edith Schlesinger

Augusta Schlosser

Ethel Schoenberger

Ida Schoenhouse

Irving Solomon

Marion Stern

Joseph B. Suffness

Israel Vogel

Samuel Yanco

Ilse Yazmir

MARCH 16 

Alfred Belok

Maurice Bernstein

Elie Bussel

Martin Chernoff

Francine Cole

Anna Dinnerman

Carrie Dipkin

Charles J. Feldman

Chana Riva Fund

Louis Gettleman

Rose Gilbert

Mollie Gindin

Jeremy Grant  
   Goldstein

Joseph Heyman

Elliott Juskow

Rose Katz

Fannie L. Kramer

Lillian Krauss

Bonnie Lederman

Dorothy Levine

Milton Levy

Melissa Lewis

Ilisa Lidsky

James Miron

Stefanie Nieporent

Gail Pinker

Phillip Resnick

Gussie Richman

Anita Romalis

Jack Sanzalone

Rebecca Sherman

Joseph Reuben  
   Usdansky

Alfred Wachtel

Irving Werner

CYCLE OF LIFE
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Louis Werner

Yolanda Yalencia

MARCH 23 

David Aronson

Gerald Adelman

Sol Berger

Fannie Breen

Ruth Fisch

Mollie Frank Uydess

Dorothy Garfield

Isaac Gilstein

Bessie Greenberg

Nathan Hammer

Robert Hausner

Morton Hochberger

Leo Katz

Bertha Klein

Morris Kotler

Douglas W. Kramer

Jack Leedy

John Lutz

Harry Markuse

Moredechai Markuse

Etta Nussbaum

Michael Abraham Pirotin

Michael Portnoy

Roza Rodzinskaya

Selma Lena Rubin

Lenore Saltzman

Sadie Saltzman

Bessie Schiffman

Claire Sheitelman

Evelyn Strauss

Joseph Weinberg

Sheva Yampolsky

Esther Yanco

Sol Zausner

MARCH 29 

Leonard Barmak

Kate Bendorf

Sarah Bergman

Sandra Berman

Samuel Brecher

Fanny Brown

Hyman Cohen

Gertrude Edelman

Leo Evers

Isack Fay

Isack Fay

Mildred Fuld

Philip Graubard

Irwin Greene

Bradley Hey

Minnie Heyman

Leonard Kasen

Ruth Kitay

Irwin Levison

Ray Margolies

Samuel R. Myers

Roslyn Nemet

Paula Peterson

Norman Pianko

Max Pogosky

Frieda Richard

Dr. Seymour Robins

Gert Rosoff

Morris Rummel

William Schuldenfrei

Sylvia Schwartz

Ida Sheff

Edith Shepard

CYCLE OF LIFE

Ruth Ellis, grandmother of Andrew White

Elizabeth Pruyn Hayes, mother of Pam Brander

Barbara Danziger, Temple member

Barbara Rosen, long time member of Temple Sholom

CONDOLENCES

When you think about what you’d like to leave behind, please consider a legacy gift to Temple Sholom.
Please contact me if this is something you have thought about or would like to consider.

Bruce Harris, Endowment Committee • marxman@comcast.net



NOTES FROM ABROAD

Our Sister Congregation in Budapest 
Sim Shalom Congregation, February 8, 2018

The past two months have been almost non-stop 
holiday celebrations, both religious and secular. It was 
no different in Sim Shalom.

 Hanukah was well celebrated by us on three 
occasions this year. The main celebration was a Hanukiah 
lighting before and party following our Kabbalat Shabbat 
services. To have enough space for the large attendance 
of over 70, we rented a large hall in a recently established 
Jewish community Center in the old Jewish quarter that 
served as a ghetto during WWII. It seemed like a very 
appropriate repurposing of a run-down building in an old 
area of the city.

  Fifteen or twenty Hanukiahs were lined up on a 
long row of tables for the candle lighting. Unfortunately, 
since it was only the fourth night of Hanukah, the light 
was not as bright as it would be four days later. The leader 
of the Methodist organization that owns the space where 
we usually have our services, Rev. Gabor Ivanyi, put in an 
appearance to sample the festivities and wish us well. Our 
new Cantor taught us some new songs, and the service 
followed the lighting of the candles. Doughnuts and 
latkes were the featured foods for the pot-luck supper 
that followed. And the candles were also lit on two other 
nights when there were Sim Shalom events. The attached 
photos show highlights of the main celebration.

 For years it has been our tradition to hold a Tu 
B’Svat Seder. We eat more than a dozen varieties of fruits, 
nuts and grains, drink four glasses of wine in various 
proportions of red and white, sing some psalms and listen 
to various inspiring readings. This year was no different. 
The turnout was not as large as for Hanukah, but the 
space in Inskola utca where we usually 

 Best wishes, 
Jesse Weil

Any U.S. reader who wishes to make a donation to Sim Shalom  
Congregation can do so by going to the web site of our support  
organization, Friends ofSim Shalom; 
http://www.friendsofsimshalom.org/

Your support will be much appreciated at this difficult time.  
And for more information about the congregation visit the website:
http://www.sim-shalom.org
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9TH ANNUAL MEN’S CLUB CHILI COOK-OFF 1/28/18

Everyone on pins & needles to 
find out who has the winning chili

Sandra Nussenfeld found a 
way to figure out which chili 

is best with her cups! >

David Drapkin wins for best chili, along 
with Jish Sokolsky & Hadassah Tabak 
who announced the winner

<

<
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Robin Lyons and Linda Wolf, 2 of our 
Temple Sholom bakers, baking for onegs. 

Do you like to bake or would like to 
learn? Contact the Temple office!  >

5th graders  
prepare for their 
service on 2/9/18 >

<  Thanks to all who provided meatloaves for the 
St. John’s Soup Kitchen in December. Thanks also 
to those who helped serve: Mark Nussenfeld, So-
phie Drapkin, Ed and Debbie Bort, Lainie and Jish 
Sokolsky, Margaret Cohen and David Lieberfarb, and 
Wendy and Bruce Harris. 
 

Please mark your calendars for the 2018 dates when Tem-
ple Sholom provides meatloaves and volunteer servers at 
the Soup Kitchen are: 
 

Friday March 30 
Friday June 29 
Friday Nov 30 
 

If you would like to volunteer to serve, please contact Jill 
Harris at 908-418-1433 or email jillharris@comcast.net

TEMPLE HAPPENINGS

    
  <   Rabbi Abraham with Rabbi David Levy,  

Regional Director of the American Jewish  
Committee (AJC).  Rabbi Levy spoke about  
President Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as  
the capital of Israel on 2/2/18 Friday night  
Shabbat services.  
 

The next Eitz Chayim program Sunday 3/18/18 at 7:00pm will 
be “LOUIS BAMBERGER”–presented by author Linda Forgosh.
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HAVDALAH, POTLUCK & TRIVIA NIGHT 1/6/18

A fun evening was had by all thanks to our Past President and Membership Chair, Suzanne 
Lyte. Eric Sokolsky, our very own Steve Harvey, hosted the trivia game.

As we strive to make Temple Sholom the best congregation we can for our members, the Union for Reform 
Judaism (URJ - the network of all Reform congregations in North America) has given us the opportunity to 
participate in a nationwide and hyperlocal survey.  This is part of a congregation self-assessment that will 
include financial benchmarking and a Board reflection.  This initiative is being piloted in our congregation 
along with about fifty others to explore ways for Reform synagogues to best succeed in the 21st century.

This survey will let us know what you think we are doing well and where we need to improve. You should be 
able to complete the survey in five to fifteen minutes. We, and the URJ, will only receive aggregate data.  No 
identifiable information will be reported back.  Please go to the following link to complete the survey:

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4121449/Temple-Sholom-Scotch-Plains

We need at least one adult per household responding, but we would appreciate if all adults in your house-
hold could complete the study.  Thank you in advance for your participation; note that the survey will only be 
open for a short time.

Pirke Avot asks us “Al tifros min hatzibur – do not separate yourself from the community” – in order for us to 
know what our community needs – we have to ask; you need to answer, and then we can act together.

Sincerely,
Pam Brander, 2nd VP, Congregational Assessment Lead
Karyn Weingarten, President
Linda Nieporent, Asst. Treasurer
Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

HAVE YOU TAKEN THE SURVEY?
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David Lipsky 3/1

Lisa Birnbaum 3/2

Sonya Machat 3/2

Jacob Friedman 3/3

Samantha Nadel 3/5

Barbara Press 3/5

Cassandra Teschner 3/6

Amy Winkler 3/6

Neshama Siner 3/7

Ellen Wolff 3/7

Aaron Friedman 3/8

Maxim Machat 3/8

Stephanie Szuch 3/8

Frank Rossello 3/9

Marci Semel 3/9

Zachary Muhlstock 3/11

Vance Slack 3/11

Tori Sciara 3/12

Ethan Banks 3/13

Ethan Johnston 3/13

Jennifer Machat 3/13

Joselyn Baum 3/14

Robert Enda 3/14

Mara Van Etten 3/14

Harper Richer 3/15

Noah Sokolsky 3/15

Michelle Leitner 3/16

Hannah Seewald 3/16

Barbara Rosen 3/17

Kevin Gold 3/18

Pierce Harrison Johnston 3/19

Marianne Kriman 3/19

Jay Slack 3/20

Karl Baum 3/22

Bonnie Loew 3/22

Dylan Fitzgerald 3/23

Charlie Bernstein 3/25

Dr. Roberto Chang 3/25

Robert Gilbert 3/26

Philip Leitner 3/26

Heather Hopkins 3/28

Pam Dorn 3/29

Emily Grodberg 3/29

Amelia Lieberman 3/29

Noah Wiener 3/29

Linda Wolf 3/29

Edward Bort 3/30

Daniel Grodberg 3/30

Raina Jablon 3/30

Rachel Binkowitz 3/31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Come celebrate with those having a birthday or anniversary in March  
at our birthday/anniversary service on 3/16/18.
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Think about it. What do you want your experience at Temple Sholom to be? Is it about religious 
events or Jewish education for your children? Is it about the camaraderie among the friends that 
you’ve met? Is it all these things? Is it none of these things?  What is it that you want from Temple 
Sholom?

What is it that you want to give to Temple Sholom? How do you want to contribute to your experience 
at Temple Sholom? Is it preparing meatloaves and serving food to the homeless? Is it by being a class 
parent and organizing class events? Is it a monetary contribution? Is it by your involvement and  
participation?

What you want from Temple Sholom and what you give to Temple Sholom are personal choices. Your 
self reflection is important as is ours as a congregation. We are undertaking quite a lot of reflection 
as a congregation. Many of you have participated in our Congregational Assessment aimed at evaluating 
Temple Sholom’s areas of strengths and areas for growth. Some of you have worked on revising our 
By-Laws. Some of you have given feedback in other ways. Thank you all for your time and input. 

What you want from and what you want to give to Temple Sholom are important decisions. The 
Board of Trustees wants to give you a congregation rich with history yet looking towards future suc-
cess. It is the goal of the Board of Trustees to present new By-Laws to you at the Annual Meeting on 
June 3rd. I hope that you will attend and participate. Together we can make Temple Sholom a stron-
ger and more vibrant Jewish community.

WHAT IS IT THAT YOU WANT FROM TEMPLE SHOLOM?
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 
Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 

Higgins Home for Funerals, Inc. 
 Serving the Jewish community since 1868 

 Prearranged Payment Plans 

 Out of State Services 

 Family 
owned and 
operated 
for over 
135 years. 

Watchung 

752 Mountain Boulevard 

Plainfield 

209 West 8th Street 

(908)756-0017 

Eighth of a 
page ads. 
Next page is 
quarter/half 
page ads 

Show Your  
Temple Pride!

Mugs, tote bags and car  
magnets are available for  
purchase in the Temple office.  
Please make checks payable  
to Temple Sholom.

MAGNETS $3
MUGS $8 
TOTE BAG $5

PLOTS AVAILABLE AT MOUNT LEBANON CEMETARY
Temple Sholom has Cemetery Plots for sale at Mount Lebanon in Iselin. There are singles, doubles  
and several multiple plots available.  We offer plots at well below the going rate as a consideration  
for our community. Non-Jewish spouses and immediate family members can also purchase plots  

alongside their loved ones where available. 

Please call David Korngruen 908-868-8982 with your questions and/or interest for more information.
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TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One) 
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and 

for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15) as 
well as regular donations are welcome.  

 

I would like to donate  $18  $36 $54  Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in 
 Honor /  Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

 My check is enclosed  Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only) 
GENERAL FUNDS

 Building Beautification Fund  
 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  
 Congregants’ Emergency Fund 

 To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits 
 Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  

 To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment 
 Hospitality Fund  
 Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund 
 Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund 

 To provide an annual special program for this membership group 
 Mortgage Retirement Fund 
 Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple 
 Prayerbook Fund 
 President’s Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple 
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Temple Sholom Endowment Fund 
  Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund  
 Temple Sholom Wish List Donation 
 Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities 
 Unrestricted Temple Donation 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rahway, N.J. 

Permit No. 712 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
1925 LAKE AVENUE 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

DATED MAIL 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
 

 A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities 
 For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple     
youth. 

 Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund 
 Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

 For teacher education workshops 
 Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  

 For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the 
Religious School 

 Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
 For special & adult eduation programs 

 Religious School Equipment Fund 
 To purchase equipment for the Religious School 

 Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning 
 To support and publicize lifelong learning 

 Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships 
 The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School 

 To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or music  
     programming 

TEMPLE SHOLOM
1925 LAKE AVENUE

SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non Profit Org.
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
Rahway, N.J.

Permit No. 712

TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One)
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and  
for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15)  

as well as regular donations are welcome

I would like to donate 0 $18 0 $36 0 $54 0 Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in
0 Honor / 0 Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

0 My check is enclosed 0 Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only)

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS

0  A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities  
For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple youth.

0  Chai Campership Fund 
To support our youth in attending Jewish camp & travel to Israel 

0  Education Inclusion Fund 
  Funds staffing and resources to support successful inclusion of children 
with special needs in educational programs

0  Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund

0  Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 
For teacher education workshops

0  Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  
For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the  
Religious School

0  Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
For special & adult eduation programs

0  Religious School Equipment Fund  
To purchase equipment for the Religious School

0  Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning  
To support and publicize lifelong learning

0  Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships

0  The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School  
To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or  
music programming

GENERAL FUNDS
0  Building Beautification Fund

0  Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

0  Congregants’ Emergency Fund  
To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits

0  Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  
To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment

0  Hospitality Fund

0  Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund

0  Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund  
To provide an annual special program for this membership group

0  Mortgage Retirement Fund

0  Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple

0  Prayerbook Fund

0  President’s Discretionary Fund  
To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple

0  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

0  Temple Sholom Endowment Fund  
Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund

0  Temple Sholom Wish List Donation

0  Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities

0  Unrestricted Temple Donation
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