
  

 

  Adar/Nissan 5777 March 2017 

Our Mission Statement:  Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish congregation that welcomes 
traditional and non traditional Jewish families and individuals, aspiring to create a warm and 
caring Jewish atmosphere fostering inclusiveness and community. We engage in life long 
learning, worship, lifecycle events and social action (Tikun Olam), while cultivating a love and 
understanding of our Jewish heritage and promoting the perpetuation of Judaism. Temple Sholom 
strives to be an inclusive and accessible synagogue, welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully 
participate in our Jewish community.  

TEMPLE      TOPICS 

The Newsletter of Temple Sholom 

For more pictures from the event, see page 13. 

Annual White  
Elephant Sale 

Also, Purim is Here! See page 11 for more information 
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Let Us Know What Is Going On in Your Life! 
 

Please let us know about your good news and 
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics 
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep 
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple 
office and share your glad tidings. 
 
Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows 
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the 
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given week 
if you would like an Aliyah for the following Shabbat. 
 
If you become ill or are hospitalized, please let us 
know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit you, and we 
would like to add your name to our Mi-Sheberach list. 
The hospital is NOT allowed to contact the Temple or the 
Rabbi unless you explicitly request them to do so. 
 
Note: To let us know about your news, please contact 
the Temple office directly. 
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       Susan Weiseman 
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From The Rabbi’s Study 

Ben Zoma Omer - Eizeh hu 
chacham? Halomeid mikol ha-

adam. 
Ben Zoma would say, “Who is 

wise? The one who learns from 
everyone.”  - Pirkei Avot 4:1 

 
        Most Americans get their 
news from on-line 
sources.  More millennials get 
their news from comedy 
shows then network news 
shows. A majority of Fox News viewers think 
CNN makes up the news.  A majority of CNN 
viewers think Fox makes up the 
news.  Readers of the New York Times are 
more likely to vote Democratic than 
Republican. Readers of the Wall Street 
Journal are more likely to vote Republican 
than Democratic.   
        I made all that up.  It could be true, but I 
did not bother to do any research.  After all, it 
is much less time consuming to just write 
something down than to lay down a reasoned 
argument  - since people will already have 
decided to believe what you are saying based 
on whether they perceive you agree with them 
or not. 
        Perhaps it is trite to say that following 
social discourse requires a healthy amount of 
skepticism.  We are always ready to be leery 
of news or information sources when we think 
they are biased in the opposite ways that we 
are.  We are even skeptical of news produced 
by our own camp’s outlets.  So, all in all, I am 
not worried about whether or not you have a 
dose of skepticism, I am worried about the 
“healthy” part. 
        Ben Zoma was the zen master of Pirke 
Avot.  He created aphorisms about archetypes 
that inverted their expected meaning.  Who is 
strong?  - Not the one who can lift mighty 
objects, but the one who has mastery over his/
her own inclinations to do wrong.  Who is 
rich?  Not the one with the most possessions, 
but, rather, the one who content with whatever 
it is they already have.  And, who is wise?  Not 
the one who has achieved the pinnacle of 
knowledge, but rather the one who realizes 
that there is something to be learned from 
everyone else. 

        Study after study decries 
the tendency to limit one’s 
social media voices to those 
who are in agreement with 
one’s own political views.  (I 
actually heard that on the 
radio; I did not make it 
up.)  Those who listen to 
different voices are better 
adjusted; more able to cope 
with life.  However, listening to 
different opinions and voices 

is only a first step. Hearing them leads to the 
next step - understanding.  It takes effort, and 
sometimes a willingness to wade through a lot 
of invective, to go past what someone says, 
and even thanking them for saying it, to 
engaging in a conversation to find out what 
they mean, and why they are saying it.  We 
often congratulate ourselves for having friends 
with differing views, but are we truly friends if 
we focus on what is different, rather than what 
is in common? 
        The Temple received a Better Together 
grant from a well-respected Jewish 
organization to engage in a project to bring 
together Jewish teens and senior citizens, to 
learn from each other. We broadened the 
grant - to bring in a parallel cohort of African-
American teens and seniors.  During one of 
our conversations, we asked each participant 
if they could think of a time when they had 
been influenced to change their own 
behavior.  Each and every incidence (except 
for one participant who had decided to 
become a vegetarian because she saw a 
video) was rooted in a conversation and a 
relationship.  People do not modify their views 
because of a good argument; they are 
influenced by those they have come to know 
and, therefore, to trust. 
        So, in this time of increased finger-
pointing and divisiveness, let us make a 
choice for wisdom.  Let us learn from Ben 
Zoma that we are not the source of our own 
wisdom, others are. 

 

Rabbi Joel Abraham 
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 Cantor’s Corner 

Passover will be here before you know it…but let’s not forget about Purim! 

Between the costumes and the “traditional” Purim carnival, it’s easy to think of it 

as just a day for kids. There’s not necessarily a big family meal, so if baking 

hamantashen isn’t your thing, it may seem like there’s not much to grasp on to. But 

there can be something for everyone in Purim. Here are four simple ideas (and one 

not so simple) for celebrating Purim. 

 

Go triangular. The triangular shape of hamantashen is supposed to resemble 

Haman’s hat. So why not expand the idea to other foods? Here are some 

possibilities: grilled cheese or other sandwiches, cut into triangles; corn chips; 

samosas; spanikopita; Toblerone bar; cheese plate with wedges of various cheeses; 

etc. 

 

Eat stuffed foods. There is a tradition of eating stuffed foods on Purim 

(hamantashen is one example). According to The Kosher Palette cookbook, “the 

hidden fillings within these foods remind us of the hidden mysteries of Purim.” 

Kreplach would fit into this category, as would the samosas and spanikopita mentioned above; other non-

traditional (for Purim) stuffed foods you might consider are: grape leaves, stuffed cabbage, spring rolls, sushi, 

stuffed shells, stuffed apples, stuffed peppers (or tomato or zucchini), stuffed pitted dates (stuff one almond where 

the pit was; dip in chocolate for something a little fancier). Or, if you’ve been looking for an excuse to go out for 

dim sum, go in the spirit of Purim! 

 

Dress up (even a little). Some adults really love getting into costume, but if you’re not one of them, remember you 

don’t have to go all out to be festive. Think about using an accessory for a more simple approach: a cowboy hat 

(throw a bandana around your neck to take it one step further) or other hat, crown, or tiara; sunglasses; an 

apron; lots of costume jewelry; an old varsity jacket; scarves; extra makeup; a towel or throw blanket for a cape. 

Or if you do want a full costume without having to give it a lot of thought, consider getting really dressed up (think 

tux or ball gown) or dressing for a different season (shorts and flip flops, for example). 

 

Live it up like Esther. Before being chosen as queen, Esther spent an extended period of time being pampered in 

the king’s harem. In that vein, you might consider something as simple as putting on perfume or cologne, or go all 

out and schedule yourself a massage or facial. Some in-between ideas: get a manicure or pedicure (or do it 

yourself); try a henna tattoo; take a bubble bath; light scented candles (real or LED); slather yourself in lotion; put 

flowers around your home; etc. 

 

Make “Fleas of Haman” sesame bars. Disclaimer: I have not made this recipe from Cookbook of the Jews of Greece 

by Nicholas Stavroulakis. But with a name like that, how could I not share? Here’s what you do: 1) Mix 8 cups of 

flour and ½ pound of sesame seeds in a large skillet over medium heat. Stir constantly until the seeds turn golden 

brown and begin to pop, then remove from heat and set aside. 2) Bring ¼ cup honey, 2 tbsp sugar, 2 ½ cups water, 

and ½ tsp lemon juice to a low boil in a large saucepan. Cook over medium heat, stirring, until it forms a thick 

syrup that would evenly coat the back of a wooden spoon (about 220°). 3) Lower heat immediately, quickly stir in 

the sesame seed mixture and ½ cup mixed almonds, walnuts, pistachios, and pine nuts, and mix well (my variation: 

folks with nut allergies might try using chopped dried fruit instead). 4) Return to heat and simmer for about 15 

minutes, or until the mixture is very thick and difficult to stir. 5) Pour out onto a well-buttered or oiled marble 

slab, roll it out, and press flat to a thickness of about ½ inch. 6) When it has cooled and set, cut into small squares. 

Makes 50 or more. 

 

And of course, join together with your Temple Sholom community for the megillah reading on Saturday, March 11 and 

the carnival on March 12. Happy Purim! 

 

Cantor Darcie Sharlein 
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 President’s Monthly Memo 

Over the past two months each of you has been 
asked to reflect on what Temple Sholom means to 
you and what you can financially contribute in 
the next fiscal year.  Thank you.  Thank you for 
engaging in this dialogue.  Thank you for sending 
in your pledge cards.  Preliminary reports look 
promising as our Finance Committee and Board 
of Trustees evaluate the viability of an 
Alternative Dues Model.   
 
The financial aspect is only one component of an Alternative Dues 
Model.  Your active commitment is the other component.  Simply 
put, both your money and your participation are essential to the 
success of Temple Sholom.  Have you seen our bulletin board titled 
“Engagement Opportunities”?   There are a variety of ways to be 
involved.  Have you explored an opportunity?  Have you added an 
opportunity?  
 
Many of the opportunities are tasks that need to be completed for our 
Temple to operate.  Some involve the beautification of our grounds 
while others the interior of the building.  Some are simple such as 
throwing away trash left on a table or stacking prayer books.  Others 
are more challenging such as cleaning the air filters on the roof or 
cleaning the gutters. Opportunities for Engagement may include 
your participation at various events.  Did you donate an item to the 
White Elephant Auction?  How were Shabbat services?  Did you 
enjoy Comedy Night?  Are you looking forward to the Purim 
Carnival?  Mitzvah Day is not far away.  
 
The list of ways you can get involved is nearly endless. The benefits 
of being an active part of our community are equally endless.   
 

 Best Wishes,  

Karyn Weingarten 
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Religious School News and Views 

Welcome to 2017. How did that happen? 
  
Recently at a conference on Jewish education, the speaker who is both a 
psycologist and a father retold a story about attending his daughter's college 
graduation. He said there is a custom these days (this was news to me) that the 
graduates decorate their caps. When he spotted his daughter in the sea of 
graduates, he noticed her cap had a big bold sign that read, "Be Kind, Have 
Courage."  
  
He said he knew at that moment she was going to be ok and  that he had done a 
good job.  
  

Parenting is quite a task! I want to acknowledge all of the incredible work I see all of you doing every 
day -- the patience, kindness and singular  commitment to your children. There are so many 
demands on parents to just get children's basic needs met and I see you all wanting something even 
more for your children. I see you wanted them to have a connection with Judaism in a meaningful 
way - whether it be primarily with God, with community, with our history, through service,  or a 
special and unique mixture of all of these.  Beyond that, It's inspirational to see many of you in 
addition to your busy personal lives, taking on volunteer and leadership roles here as well.  
  
I remember as a young single mother feeling totally overwhelmed with responsibility, working hard 
to make sure I was "doing right" by  my daughter, questioning my choices and constantly feeling ill 
equipped for the task. I felt she would never recover from my divorce and we would both be forever 
broken.  In addition, I put very high expectations on the ways I would parent her -  and had visions 
of what "was right" - many of them were against the grain of popular culture. For example, I didn't 
want her exposed to TV, to Junk Food -- I must admit now, I even refused she go to Disney land! 
(very embarrassing but true) 
  
As the years went on, I chilled out a bit and learned  to let her find her own way. I shifted my focus 
from what  was good for her to what was good for me. I realized that the more grounded, happy and 
generous I was, the better she would be for it.  
  
I bring this up now not to pat myself on the back, but encourage you toward self-care, especially 
when it comes to caring for your own spiritual and communal needs. Our children are watching our 
every move and absorbing the subtle ways we are in the world - in other words, it's not what we say, 
but what we do and feel that has the deepest impact in the long run. As a educator, I have seen this 
time and again -- the children of parents who are authentically connected to the synagogue have a 
deep experience. I don't bring this up to guilt you into doing more, but I am asking you to do some 
soul searching and inch the dial a bit toward connection in any way you can! 
  
For my birthday this year my daughter asked what I wanted and she is such a beautiful writer, I of 
course said a card. She didn't disappoint and one of the best lines of the card was, "Thank you for 
making a home where I feel safe and happy." This was my "Be kind and have courage" moment.  
It made me realize that I can breathe now, and savor our time together in a different way. 
  
May we all not only guide and nurture our children, but be kind and generous with ourselves 
trusting that our life is unfolding in the way it is meant to! 
  
I am in the office on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sunday mornings. In addition, I can be reached by 
email Friday mornings from 10-12.  

 Warmly,  

Jennifer Levine 
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Cycle of Life 

Remembering: 

 

March 3 

Leah Abrams 

Lillian Adelman 

Burt Baidowsky 

Aaron Borg 

Blanka Breit 

David Darwin 

Bella S. Fass 

Nettie Feinberg 

Gita Ginzbursky 

Lev Ginzbursky 

Jarrod Alexander Goldfarb 

Paula Gordon 

Sarah Haber 

Harris Jaffe 

Mary Klein 

Henrietta Kramer 

Darren Lederman 

Bella Liebowitz 

Mathilda Lipschutz 

Eugene Lockfeld 

Maurice Marin 

Marsha Melnick 

Tobia Meyers 

Harold Nadel 

Bertha Nathanson 

Bessie Payenson 

Emil Romm 

Charles Rosenberg 

Gertrude Rudwitz 

Grace Seiden 

Florence Shapiro 

Allan Sheldon 

Isadora Siebert 

Shirley Silver 

Harold Stein 

David Trenk 

George Winarsky 

March 10 

Leon Auerbach 

Julius Berman 

Maurice Bernstein 

Katherine Bisgay 

Shari Brief 

Stanley Cohen 

Hyman Eber 

Mollie Gindin 

Marvin Gold 

Sam Goldberg 

Marion Golub 

Dina Hackman 

Sanford Halberstadter 

Adam Koprowski 

Dorothy Levine 

Milton Levy 

James Miron 

Terese Nishball 

Francis Rebel 

Leah Rosin 

Jacob Rubin 

Jack Sanzalone 

Edith Schlesinger 

Irving Solomon 

Marion Stern 

Joseph B. Suffness 

Israel Vogel 

Samuel Yanco 

Ilse Yazmir 

March 17 

Blanche Bader 

Alfred Belok 

Adele Calo 

Martin Chernoff 

Nathaniel B. Cole 

Anna Dinnerman 

Harry Edelman 

Charles J. Feldman 

Chana Riva Fund 

Louis Gettleman 

Rose Gilbert 

Isaac Gilstein 

Lena G. Goldberg 

Jeanne Goldman 

Joseph Heyman 

Elliott Juskow 

Rose Katz 

Lillian Krauss 

Melissa Lewis 

Ann Lubin 

John Lutz 

Bernard Nussenfeld 

Gail Pinker 

Phillip Resnick 

Sadie Saltzman 

Lee Schoeman 

Ethel Schoenberger 

Sadie Schoenbrun 

Ida Schoenhouse 

Claire Sheitelman 

Rebecca Sherman 

Alfred Wachtel 

Rose Weiss 

Yolanda Yalencia 

Sol Zausner 

March 24 

Gerald Adelman 

Sol Berger 

Sarah Bergman 

Fannie Breen 

Elie Bussel 

Carrie Dipkin 

Jerome Fechtner 

Ruth Fisch 

Mildred Fuld 

Dorothy Garfield 

George Gilbert 

Bessie Greenberg 

Nathan Hammer 

Norman Hammer 

Solomon Harris 

Robert Hausner 

Jeffrey Heimberg 

Bradley Hey 

Morton Hochberger 

Ruth Jacobson 

Leo Katz 

Bertha Klein 

Douglas W. Kramer 

Fannie L. Kramer 

Richard Kulick 

Bonnie Lederman 

Jack Leedy 

Ilisa Lidsky 

Ray Margolies 

Samuel R. Myers 

Stefanie Nieporent 

Etta Nussbaum 

Michael Abraham Pirotin 

Gussie Richman 

Dr. Seymour Robins 

Roza Rodzinskaya 

Anita Romalis 

Selma Lena Rubin 

Lenore Saltzman 

Bessie Schiffman 

Augusta Schlosser 

William H. Schuldenfrei 

Evelyn Strauss 

Joseph Reuben Usdansky 

Joseph Weinberg 

Esther Yanco 

March 31 

Leonard Barmak 

Sandra Berman 

Samuel Brecher 

Hyman Cohen 

Ruth Diamond 

Leo Evers 

Isack Fay 

Rose Fisher 

Mollie Frank Uydess 

Elaine Fuhrmann 

David Garshofsky 

Jeremy Grant Goldstein 

Irwin Greene 

Minnie Heyman 

Ruth Kitay 

Minnie Kolodny 

Lillian Lazovick 

Irwin Levison 

Saul Lipschutz 

David Pearl 

Paula Peterson 

Max Pogosky 

Lillian Richman 

Elias Dovid Ringel 

Charlotte Rosin 

Sylvia Schwartz 

Ida Sheff 

Edith Shepard 

Stella Sigal 

Sheva Yampolsky 



8 

 

Condolences to: 

Harold Yood on the death of his son-in-law, Ronald Peterson. 
Rachel Binkowitz on the death of her father, Murray Ganezer. 

Happy Anniversary 

Gail & Jeff Arkin 3/14 25th anniversary 

Sophie & Jonathan Tabak 3/17  

Sally & Josh Isaacs 3/19  

Suzanne & Steve Lyte 3/21 25th anniversary  

Happy Birthday  

Julie MacDonald 3/1 

Jacob Friedman 3/3 

James Mitchell 3/3 

Samantha Nadel 3/5 

Barbara Press 3/5 

Cassandra Teschner 3/6 

Amy Winkler 3/6 

Neshama Siner 3/7 

Ellen Wolff 3/7 

Aaron Friedman 3/8 

Hannah Isaacs 3/9 

Frank Rossello 3/9 

Marci Semel 3/9 

Jared Arkin 3/10 

Zachary Muhlstock 3/11 

Vance Slack 3/11 

Tori Sciara 3/12 

Scott Seyffarth 3/12 

Andrew Smith 3/12 

Ethan Banks 3/13 

Ethan Johnston 3/13 

Joselyn Baum 3/14 

Robert Enda 3/14 

Mara Van Etten 3/14 

Chet Van Wert 3/14 

Noah Sokolsky 3/15 

Michelle Leitner 3/16 

David Pritzker 3/16 

Hannah Seewald 3/16 

Barbara Rosen 3/17 

Kevin Gold 3/18 

Pierce Harrison Johnston 3/19 

Marianne Kriman 3/19 

Rachel Schoss 3/19 

Jay Slack 3/20 

Karl Baum 3/22 

Dylan Fitzgerald 3/23 

Charlie Bernstein 3/25 

Robert Gilbert 3/26 

Philip Leitner 3/26 

Emily Shipitofsky 3/27 

Heather Hopkins 3/28 

Pam Dorn 3/29 

Emily Grodberg 3/29 

Amelia Lieberman 3/29 

Noah Wiener 3/29 

Linda Wolf 3/29 

Edward Bort 3/30 

Daniel Grodberg 3/30 

Raina Jablon 3/30 

Rachel Binkowitz 3/31 
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Congratulations to this month’s Bar Mitzvah: 
 

Aaron Friedman  
Aaron will become a Bar Mitzvah on March 
25, 2017.  Aaron is a seventh grade student at 
Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.  He 
resides with his parents, Jordana and Larry, 
his twin brothers Ethan and Daniel, and furry 
brother Toby.  Aaron enjoys playing video 
games, football, and wrestling.  For his  
Mitzvah project, Aaron will be selling candy 
with the proceeds being donated to the New 
Jersey Center for Tourette Syndrome.  The Center promotes  
awareness, acceptance, action, and advocacy for Tourette Syndrome 
and it's associated disorders. Aaron and his family are also planning 
on attending the "NJ Walks for Tourette Syndrome" in April with the 
proceeds benefitting the Center's Education Outreach Program 
which provides education at schools and hospitals throughout the 
state.  

Any congregant interested in editing  

or graphic design? 
 

Would you like to volunteer just a few hours eight 

times a year and be an editor of Temple Sholom’s 

newsletter, Temple Topics? 
 

If this volunteer opportunity sounds  

interesting to you, please contact Karyn Weingarten  

and let her know your availability. 
 

 Thank you! 
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Teachers Wanted! 
 

Our Religious school is looking for teachers starting immediately.  
Do you have a background in education or camping, love Judaism  

and love Temple Sholom? Then this might be a fit for you.  
 

Here are the positions we need to fill asap: 
 

Co- teacher for k/1-Sundays 
Co-teaher for 4th grade - Sundays 

Co-teacher for 6th grade - Tuesdays 
 

If you are interested, please contact Jennifer at the Temple  
office or email: educator@sholomnj.org 

Event Re-cap: Jews of India Program held on 2/12/17 
 

Eitz Chayim sponsored a presentation by Cantor Aviva Marer  about Jews Of 
India, featuring a Malida Ceremony, an ancient Jewish Thanksgiving ritual 
practiced solely by the Bene Israel Jews. The Cantor also spoke about all three 
sects of Indian Jews, how they came to be in India, and how the culture  
continues to exist today. This concluded with traditional singing and a food 
tasting, followed by a question and answer session. 

Below is Cantor Aviva Marer  at the event. The map to the right 
shows the three sects of Indian Jews. 

mailto:email%3Aeducator@sholomnj.org
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If you may need accommodations to participate 

in worship or other Temple events, please call 

the Temple office to discuss. 
 

We invite anyone interested to join the  

Inclusion Committee to help insure that all members feel 

welcome and to be involved in planning and programming. Also, 

we are looking for people interested in helping us conduct an  

updated needs assessment of the Temple to help identify any physical, 

communication, attitudinal or other barriers that exist. Please contact Jill 

Harris at jillharris@comcast.net. 

Purim is Here! 
We hope to see you at the celebrations! 

 

Saturday, March 11th  
 

Purim Pizza & Salad Celebration — 6pm 
Enjoy a festive family meal together with your temple community!  Pizza, Pasta, Salad, music, 
celebration, games and LOADS OF PURIM FUN!  Make your own puppets you can use during 
the Megillah reading! $7 for adults $5 for kids 3-13.  Non-members welcome!!!  RSVP on our 
website at www.sholomnj.org by March 21st.  
  

Purim Service, Megillah Reading & Spiel — 7pm 
You have never seen a service like this before!  Wear a costume, hear Megillat Esther (the 
story of Esther) & sing yourself silly!  Be ready – this is temple turned upside down!  Non-
members welcome – bring a grandparent, friend or neighbor! 

 

Sunday, March 12th   
  

Purim Carnival — 11:00am-1:30pm 
Come join the fun!  We will start with our Purim Story and head directly in to the Purim Carni-
val run by SPICY, our Youth Group! Lunch (YUM!) will be available for purchase from the Men’s 
Club! The Purim Carnival is free, however donations (to benefit our high school youth group) 
are appreciated.  Suggested donation: $18/child, $36/family. Non-members welcome – bring a 
friend!  
 
Please contact the Temple office if you may need accommodations to participate in this event. 

mailto:jillharris@comcast.net
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Notes from Abroad  
(from our sister congregation in Budapest, Sim Shalom) 

         Feb. 6,  2017 

 
 A week and a half ago, the two Budapest Reform Congregations hosted a delegation of 
about 20 U.S. Reform Rabbis and their spouses at a Joint Friday night service.  The rabbis 
came from all over the U.S. to learn something about the state of Judaism in Central Europe, 
with the hope of their soon starting to lead delegations from their own congregations to visit this 
region where so many of their congregants have their roots. Sim Shalom's Cantor, Flora 
Polnauer led the lively service in her own inimitable and spiritual way. The following night the 
rabbinical group met with representatives of Sim Shalom, a Hungarian Jewish leadership 
training organization, and a Neolog congregation to ask many penetrating questions about the 
Jewish community here. From the questions, it was clear that the Rabbis had really done their 
homework on European judaism and it was a great pleasure to be able to fill in some of the gaps 
in their knowledge. 
 
 Since early December half the Board of Sim Shalom is involved in the Leadership 
Training program put on by Mozaik Hub. This local organization is funded by the Joint (JDC) for 
the purpose of providing leadership training and some financial assistance to Jewish religious 
and secular organizations in Hungary. We meet every two weeks with the Mozaik Hub director, 
Mircea Cernov, who has much experience in and around small organizations run by the JDC. 
We are learning new ways of looking at our budget and funding sources, some new possible 
funding sources that had never occurred to us before, and many other new ideas about how to 
organize our efforts to meet our short and long term goals. Recently we did a SWOT analysis, to 
articulate our internal Strengths and Weaknesses, and external Opportunities and Threats. Soon 
we'll put together a Mission Statement on long term goals. And the next step is to start planning 
some specific steps to take toward meeting those goals. The Mozaik Hub is going to provide 
funding to hire a person to help with PR and development tasks in pursuit of those goals. It also 
says it can provide some guidance and real assistance to that new person on how to go about 
their job. Sim Shalom will advertise the position very soon, since we are eager to get on with this 
whole process. We are hopeful that it will have the effect of improving our financial situation, as 
well as our image in Budapest. 
 
 Over the past 3-4 months three of our Board members have had to resign for personal 
reasons. This has left us shorthanded at a critical time. So we are very happy that Peter Arvai 
has just agreed to join the Board, and especially because he has much experience in local 
government, having served for several years in one of the main district offices in the Budapest 
City administration. Already, he has come up with a new idea for finding us premises, which he 
is pursuing, and he is also taking part in the Mozaik Hub leadership training program. It's quite 
energizing to have an infusion of new blood with new ideas. 

Any U.S. reader who wishes to make a donation to Sim Shalom Congregation can do 
so by going to the website of our support organization, Friends of Sim Shalom: 
http://www.friendsofsimshalom.org/   Your support will be much appreciated at this 
difficult time. And for more information about the congregation, visit the website 
http://www.sim-shalom.org 

Cheers, 

Jess Weil 
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Event Re-cap: White Elephant Auction held on 2/12/17 
 

Another year, another White Elephant Action that was better then ever!  
Everyone had a chance to bring in and bid on items for the action while  

enjoying refreshments. The Rabbi made a great auctioneer! It was a great time 
and be sure to come again next year! 
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 

Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 
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Higgins Home for Funerals, Inc. 
 Serving the Jewish community since 1868 

 Prearranged Payment Plans 

 Out of State Services 

 Family owned and operated for over 135 years. 

Two Locations 

Watchung 

752 Mountain Boulevard 

Stephen Szczubelek , Mgr. 

NJ Lic. No. 4446 

Plainfield 

209 West 8th Street 

Robert Szczubelek , Mgr. 

NJ Lic. No. 4566 

(908)756-0017 

TEL: (908) 769-0584 E-MAIL: mlbloomesq@gmail.com 
FAX: (908) 769-9290 
  
  
  
  

MARSHA L. BLOOM 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

 
 
 
 

NEW JERSEY BAR 
NEW YORK BAR 

P.O. BOX 425 
FANWOOD, N.J. 07023 
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TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One) 
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and 

for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15) as 

well as regular donations are welcome.  
 

I would like to donate  $18  $36 $54  Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in 

 Honor /  Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

 My check is enclosed  Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only) 

GENERAL FUNDS

 Building Beautification Fund  

 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  

 Congregants’ Emergency Fund 
 To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits 

 Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  
 To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment 

 Hospitality Fund  

 Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund 

 Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund 
 To provide an annual special program for this membership group 

 Mortgage Retirement Fund 

 Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple 

 Prayerbook Fund 

 President’s Discretionary Fund  
To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple 

 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

 Temple Sholom Endowment Fund 
  Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz Presidents’ Fund  
 Temple Sholom Wish List Donation 

 Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities 

 Unrestricted Temple Donation 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Rahway, N.J. 

Permit No. 712 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
1925 LAKE AVENUE 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

DATED MAIL 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

 

 A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities 
 For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple     

youth. 

 Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund 

 Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 
 For teacher education workshops 

 Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  
 For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the 

Religious School 
 Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  

 For special & adult eduation programs 

 Religious School Equipment Fund 
 To purchase equipment for the Religious School 

 Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning 
 To support and publicize lifelong learning 

 Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships 

 The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School 
 To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or music  

     programming 


