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OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish congregation that welcomes traditional and non 
traditional Jewish families and individuals, aspiring to create a warm and caring  
Jewish atmosphere fostering inclusiveness and community. We engage in life long 
learning, worship, lifecycle events and social action (Tikun Olam), while cultivating  
a love and understanding of our Jewish heritage and promoting the perpetuation  
of Judaism. Temple Sholom strives to be an inclusive and accessible synagogue,  
welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully participate in our Jewish community.

CASINO NIGHT 2019

Our biggest Social Event of the year includes
casino games, fabulous prizes, fun, food, fellowship, drinks, and more!

OPEN TO ALL! BRING A FRIEND!
For only $36 you get admission to Casino Night and $100 of gambling chips!  

    Date:   Saturday, January 26, 2019

    Time:     6:30pm – Doors Open 
7-10:30pm - Gaming

    Location:   Temple Sholom,  
1925 Lake Avenue,  
Scotch Plains, NJ 

To reserve or purchase tickets, (must be 21 yrs. or older),  
please register at www.sholomnj.org, email the Temple Office at  

office @sholomnj.org, or call 908-889-4900.

Please contact the Temple office if you may need accommodations  
to participate in this event.



Under the new Mishpakha Benefactor 
program, members who give 18% 
(Chai), 36% (Double Chai), 54% 
(Triple Chai) or 108% (Pillar) over the 
Sustaining Amount are recognized 
as Benefactors. We thank them for 
their commitment to and generous 
support of Temple Sholom. 
 

INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW 
YOU CAN BECOME A BENEFACTOR?  
 

Contact Mark Nussenfeld at 
908.305.1061 or president@sholomnj.org

PILLAR BENEFACTORS

Ellen Berman

Natalie Darwin

Bill & Sandra Dreier

Alex & Luna Kaufman

David & Kathy  
Korngruen

Daniel & Ellen Wolff

TRIPLE CHAI

Austin & Stacy Bender

Jonathan & Laura  
Bransky

Linda & David Nieporent

David Richmand 

Janet Weinstein

DOUBLE CHAI

Marvin & Pam  
Brander

Lynda Goldschein

Claire Greenberg

Robin Lyons

Alan Nacht

Mark & Sandra  
Nussenfeld

George & Marlene  
Pogosky

CHAI

Rachel & Joel Camargo 

Michael Barmak &  
Connie Foland

Marjorie Cohen

Roger & Adrienne  
Graubard

Bruce & Jill Harris

David Harris

Alice Jaffe

Matt Klein &  
Nicole LaCorte Klein

Howard & Jodie Kornfeld

Jeffrey Messing &  
Grace Braverman

James & Stacey Pritchett 

Emily & German Serna

David & Jennifer Silverman

Jill & Christopher Wallis

Michael & Roberta Zito

Temple Topics is published 8 times each year by  
Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.  

This newsletter is available at no cost to subscribers.

Thank you to our Benefactor Members

LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR LIFE!
 
Please let us know about your good news and
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple
office and share your glad tidings.

Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given 
week if you would like an Aliyah for the following 
Shabbat.

If you become ill or are hospitalized, please  
let us know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit  
you, and we would like to add your name to our  
Mi-Sheberach list. The hospital is NOT allowed  
to contact the Temple or the Rabbi unless you  
explicitly request them to do so.

Note: To let us know about your news, please  
contact the Temple office directly.

Temple Sholom
A Reform Congregation affiliated with the

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

 Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
 Rabbi Emeritus Gerald A. Goldman
 Cantor Darcie Naomi Sharlein
 President Mark Nussenfeld
 Director of Education  Jennifer Levine
 Temple Administrator  Barbara Cooke
 Bookkeeper  Gayle Nettler
 Religious School 
 Administrative Assistant Amy Winkler
 Editor  Lisa Tannenbaum
 Advertising Coordinator  Linda Nieporent
 Temple Phone  908.889.4900
 E-mail  sholom@sholomnj.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD

 President  Mark Nussenfeld 

 1st VP Pamela Brander

 2nd VP Bill Nadel 

 Secretary  Jonathan Kaplan 

 Treasurer  Linda Nieporent 

 Asst. Treasurer Eugene Schulman 

 Immediate Past President Karyn R. Weingarten  

HONORARY MEMBERS 
OF THE BOARD

Natalie Darwin 
William Dreier 
Sandra Dreier
Catherine Gilbert 
Luna Kaufman
Suzanne M. Lyte 
Sandra Nussenfeld 

 
Steven Saltzman 
Martin Schwartz
Susan Sedwin 
Neil Smith 
Lucille Taub
Susan Weiseman

TRUSTEES

Stacey Bender
Jonathan Bransky
David Carton
Marjorie Cohen
Lisa Drapkin

Daniel Jablon
Matt Klein
Aron Laufer
Laine Sokolsky
Jill Wallis
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

Each morning in public school, just before the announcements, we would 
stand up as a school body and together recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
What always moved me about the Pledge was the words “and to the  
Republic for which it stands”.  For me, that meant that we were not  
pledging ourselves to the piece of fabric hanging off the chalkboard in  
the front of the room, but to what it symbolized - the idea of the United 
States of America, as embodied in the Constitution.  We were not idol- 
worshipping the flag, but rather recommitting ourselves to the ideals of 
liberty and justice for all.

Reform Judaism in America viewed the sh’ma in the same way.  In the  
Orthodox tradition, the custom is to rise for the bar’chu, then be seated  
for the rest of the section of the sh’ma and its blessings.  The Reform  
Movement, which called the sh’ma the “watchword of our faith”, innovated 
standing through the first line (sh’ma) and its response (baruch shem kevod), 
and then being seated for what we separated out as the v’ahavta.  In truth,  
the line we know as sh’ma (Deut. 6:4) is immediately followed by the  
beginning of the v’ahavta, without the later added response (baruch shem 
kevod, which is said under the breath, in Orthodox tradition).  For that reason, non-Reform custom is 
to say the v’ahavta in whatever pose, standing or sitting, one was saying the first line, sh’ma.  Reform 
custom, which envisioned itself as the Judaism of the United States and its democratic ideals, is that 
one would stand particularly for the sh’ma, and that this declaration was tantamount to a public  
profession of faith, a pledge of allegiance.

In context, the line in Deuteronomy is a command from Moses.  Having recapitulated the Ten  
Commandments, Moses explains how the covenant is that the people will follow God’s command-
ments; that this covenant is binding on future generations; and that following these commandments is 
what will allow us to inherit the land promised to our ancestors.  He then reminds the people of their 
relationship to a particular divine being.  “Listen [up], O [people who will call themselves] Israel.  [The 
god designated by the name] yod-hey-vav-hey is our God [and that aforementioned God] yod-hey-
vav-hey is [unique and solely] one.”  This statement is immediately followed by a command to love 
that God.  That love is not an ineffable emotion, but rather a practical endeavor which includes  
following commandments, teaching them to those that will come later, and using various tools to  
remember to follow those commandments in all places and times - public and private, night and day.

Therefore, it should not be surprising that our American Reform ancestors saw the sh’ma as not just  
as a moment of worship, but as a reaffirmation of our commitment to carry out the mitzvot that  
mattered, the ethics of prophetic Judaism.  Standing up to say the sh’ma was not about clarifying 
which particular god we worshipped, but rather a communal stance to fulfill our part of the bargain of 
tikkun olam.  “Listen,” we say to each other, “we worship the same God and agree that God demands 
of us a path of ethical behavior that is the same for all of us.”  Reform Jews therefore, contrary to  
others’ custom, kept their eyes open during the sh’ma in order to hold each other to the pledge of  
behavior.  The sh’ma was not to be an interior moment, but a mutually supportive bonding opportunity.

Perhaps this action is something we miss in our modern world; perhaps this moment is the true  
reason to attend worship together.  Currently, the time at which the largest number of our  
congregation stands together is at the moment of Kol Nidrei - a time not when we pledge to do  
better, but rather a moment when we ask God to forgive us, in advance, for not living up to our  
promises in the year to come.  Maybe we need to come together more for sh’ma.  Maybe we need  
to spend more time looking into each other’s eyes and pushing each other to make the world a  
better place for all, as well as promising to work together, as a community, in that endeavor.  The  
secular New Year is a time for resolution - let us resolve together to hear this ancient call, and  
make the pledge together. 

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

“ Hear, O Israel,  
Adonai is our  
God; Adonai  
is One.” 
- the Sh’ma
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PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MEMO

To keep you updated on the Temple Security initiative, The Temple 
Security Task Force met on November 18, 2018. The ten-person 
task force engaged in a frank and honest discussion on various 
options we should consider. We agreed that we should continue 
to pursue a Homeland Security Grant that is available for religious 
institutions in New Jersey. With respect to our application for a 
Homeland Security Grant, members of the Task Force will have 
met with the Jewish Federations Security personnel to help us 
complete our Grant application. This will allow us to be prepared 
for submission to Homeland Security when they publish the dates  
for the submission of the Grant Applications. 
In the meantime Temple leadership has developed contacts with the JCC and other NJ 
Reform Temples that have already received a Homeland Security Grant. We will obtain 
quotes for various building security upgrades that are part of the Grant application. We  
will make decisions on what upgrades to make based on those that make sense for us.   
For those of you who have asked about having an armed guard in our building while our 
kids are in school or there is an event that has a larger attendance, we have made no  
decision on hiring an armed guard. We are just pricing our options. We will not make  
any decision on hiring an armed guard without input from the community.   
During my High Holidays address and in my Temple Topics article I outlined the current 
financial state of the Temple. In summary given the total amount of pledges received as 
compared to our Temple operating expenses we are $35,000 short. We cannot continue  
to borrow funds from our Building Fund to pay our Unity Bank mortgages.  
There are several members who responded to our call to increase their 2018-2019 pledges. 
To those of you who did increase their pledge THANK YOU. It is highly appreciated that 
there are those of you who feel Temple Sholom is a very important part of your life and 
have stepped up.  
We would also like to thank non-members Rabbi Stephen & Joanne Klein, (Jeff Scharlein’s 
parents), Mr. Bob Schuldenfrei and Martin and Audrey Lepelstat who have made donations 
even though they are not members.  Bob Schuldenfrei is a descendant of one of our Tem-
ple’s founding families. 
To those of you who have not chosen to increase your pledge. We need you to take anoth-
er look into how important a vital Temple Sholom is to you. We decided as a community to 
operate our programming at the level we currently have. We cannot pay our clergy, staff or 
teachers without the budgeted level of income. We can’t pay our mortgage; maintain our 
building that we all agreed was a building we could afford without the required level of in-
come.  If all of our membership increased their current 2018-19 pledge by 10%, that will help 
us end the year with a balanced budget. 
We recently held a blood drive at the Temple on Sunday December 9. We received dona-
tions from 17 donors. We would like to thank those who donated. We are trying to arrange 
for the bloodmobile to come back in the late spring. 
We are always looking for suggestions of other community service projects that we can 
take on as a community. If you have any ideas please let us know.   
We look forward to seeing all of you at the Men’s Club Chili Cook off on Sunday January 13 
and Casino Night on January 26.      
If you have any concerns, questions or suggestions please reach out to me at President@
sholomnj.org or 908-305-1061.  
President Mark Nussenfeld

mailto:President@sholomnj.org
mailto:President@sholomnj.org
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CANTOR’S CORNER

Why pray?

When we think about prayer, we often think about asking God for  
something. While it is true that Jewish prayer does contain petition,  
it is a relatively small percentage of what is found in the prayerbook.  
Much more common are words of praise and prayers of gratitude.

Why pray?

Of course there is no single answer to that question. But let’s focus on 
one single thing: gratitude. It’s good for you.

A time.com article by Jamie Ducharme from November, 2017 (http://time.com/5026174/
health-benefits-of-gratitude/) details some of the mental and physical health benefits of  
gratitude as supported by research conducted in recent years. Some highlights: 

 •  “Research from Northeastern University has found that people who felt grateful for 
little, everyday things were more patient and better able to make sensible decisions, 
compared to those who didn’t feel very gracious on a day-to-day basis.”

 •  “Research in the Journal of Psychosomatic Research has found that feeling grateful 
helps people sleep better and longer.”

 •  “Experiments have shown that people who partake in the ‘three good things’ exercise — 
which, as the name suggests, prompts people to think of three good moments or things 
that happened that day — see considerable improvements in depression and overall 
happiness, sometimes in as little as a couple weeks.”

Cultivating gratitude is good for us. But sometimes we get so caught up in our day to day lives 
that we don’t notice all the little gifts of life. We forget to be grateful. 

The beautiful thing about the Jewish prayer service is that gratitude is built in. For example, in 
the morning service we give thanks for a series of everyday miracles (Nisim B’chol Yom) such 
as waking up, getting dressed, being free, and being made in the image of God. Every service 
includes a prayer for thanksgiving (Hoda-ah) which thanks God, “for our lives which are in Your 
hand, for our souls which are in Your care, for Your miracles that we experience every day and 
for Your wondrous deeds and favors at every time of day: evening, morning and noon.”

In this new calendar year, I encourage you to explore Jewish prayer. If you have a prayerbook 
at home, flip through it. Come to services. Whether at home or at temple, take another look at 
the prayers. Make sure to look at the translations, and ask yourself, “What is this prayer giving 
thanks for?” If it resonates, give yourself some time to reflect on that thing and be grateful for 
it. It’s okay if you wind up out of sync with the rest of the congregation for a moment; since we 
announce page numbers often it’s easy to catch up whenever you are ready. Before you know 
it you may find you have a long list of things for which you are grateful – and once you develop 
a habit of looking for things you appreciate, you may find it much easier than before to notice 
life’s little gifts.

I hope 2019 will be for you and your loved ones a year of good health, contentment, and many 
reasons to give thanks. 

Cantor Darcie Sharlein



RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS AND VIEWS

Shalom Temple community,

I want to write a “part 2” to last month’s article on teaching Hebrew at religious 
school as I am inspired by the events happening weekly and want to clarify some 
points about how we encourage our Hebrew learning here at Temple Sholom.

As I mentioned last month, 10 third grade parents are learning their Aleph – Bet  
on Sunday mornings. As their teacher, I commend them for their hard work and  
excellent role modeling. Last week, Marion Sepinwall shared how her son Ben  
practiced his Hebrew with his grandmother, while helping her remember her prayers. 
Marion spoke of what a sweet moment this was for them, and looks forward to  
doing this regularly. Michele Gal mentioned how her daughter Skylar  
sat mom down and how she stood up at a dry erase board in their 
home so Skylar could be play teacher.

As wonderful as learning Hebrew together is for some families,  
I want to also acknowledge it can be better to step out and have a 
teacher step in. A few parents have come to me recently sharing  
how resistant their own child is to practice under their supervision.   
I remember vividly how when my daughter was preparing for her Bat 
Mitzvah, she insisted I hire a tutor and would not read a line with me. 
As an education director, you can imagine how frustrating this was! 
6th grade can be at time of individuation, where students do better 
in school! Therefore, parents of children this age need to be a little 
more creative to get their Hebrew practice in. I strongly encourage 
you to have some oversight of your child’s Hebrew reading practice 
and there are a number of ways to do this.

I strongly encourage you to log onto the Temple website. Last year, Cantor Sharlein recorded all of the student 
prayers. On the website, you can follow along to practice both visually and auditorially. If you haven’t already, 
please log on using the username: student and password: Learn! This is an amazing new resource and I  
encourage you to make it part of your weekly practice. It also provides an “authority figure” in your own  
home, so you can oversee, but not be directly involved.

Be creative about your 30 minutes a week of practice. We generally recommend three times a week for 10 minutes, 
but make it work for you. Many families are telling me they do reading together right before bed (great time as 
what is in your head before you go to sleep stays in there!) – some practice before school during breakfast and 
some even ask their children to chant on the way to Hebrew school! – not ideal, but a snatch of time!

If you are reading with your child, but do not yet know the aleph – bet we have transliteration packets in  
the office. (a transliteration packet has all of the prayers in English letters so you can ensure your child is  
pronouncing the prayers correctly)

As a reminder, last year we started homework club as many parents needed a safe place for their child during 
that transition from secular school to Hebrew school. Our wonderful congregant Jean Rosen hosts HW club 
EVERY Tuesday from 3-4. Feel free to drop off your child anytime after 3 and Jean will be there to oversee his/
her last minute Hebrew reading.

Recently, a few parents have come to me sharing that their children are questioning the why of it all. Why 
do we have to pray in Hebrew? Doesn’t God hear prayers in any language? I will leave the big answers to 
this question to our clergy, but I will just share two ideas with you. One is that Judaism honors both personal 
prayer – an impromptu and spontaneous prayer of the heart that is spoken directly to God anytime, anywhere 
and communal prayer – a shared, ritualized experience. As our people over time have been citizens of every 
country in the world, and I am guessing have spoken every language, our language of communal prayer has 
remained Hebrew. When we pray as a community in Hebrew we collectively invoke the power of our sustaining 
covenant.

I recently heard that when people sing together there is a neurological resonance that boosts serotonin. As we 
come together in prayer, reciting the same words our ancestors did, we resonate with them and each other and 
our prayers lift us from the limits of our individual selves to the comfort of the collective and the embrace of 
God. As we continue to build our Hebrew skills, may they aid us in finding meaning, community and connection 
with each other and strengthen our ties to the Jewish people.

Please don’t hesitate to speak to me about your or your families relationship to Hebrew learning and prayer!

B’Shalom, 
Jennifer Levine 
Director of Education
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GENROSITY DURING THE HOLIDAYS

Thank you to all who donated gifts for King’s Daughters Day School to make the holidays 
brighter for struggling families.

<   Thank you to all who made and/or served meat-
loaves on 11/30 at St. John’s Soup Kitchen! So many 
of our members contributed meatloaves!! In addi-
tion, our Sisterhood had their Meatloaf Mania night 
and Salaam Shalom Sisterhood Group (pictured left) 
made meatloaves for St. John’s.

The August Family
Ellen Berman
Claire Bisgay
Debbie & Ed Bort
Marjorie Cohen
The Cooke Family
Natalie Darwin
Florrie Darwin
The Drapkin Family
Rita Ferraro
Mara Gordon
Patrick Hoffer &  
  Marianne Skolnick
Alice Jaffe
The Manchester Family
Gayle Nettler
Lee Rinderman
Robin Rosen Chang,  
   Roberto Chang & Family
Ann & Steve Saltzman
Mallary Saltzman,  
  Tom Smith & Family
The Serna Family
The Silverman Family
Neshama Siner
Jen & Evan Stern & Family
The Teschner Family
Roberta & Mike Zito

^  Barbara Cooke organizing donated gifts for 
King’s Daughters Day School 12-18-19

Thank you to Cassie & 
Dona Teschner for  
donating the bag of hat, 
knitted with love, for our 
Homefirst guests and 
King’s Daughters friends >
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^ Lighting the outdoor Chanukah Menorah

CHANUKAH CELEBRATIONS

<  K-2 Service 
on 12/7/18
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^  Sisterhood Margarita & Gift Exchange Night 12-5-18

<  Teachers get together 
for a Chanukah dinner 
at Deli King

<  Sholom Again Chanukah 
Party on 12/8/18
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Come celebrate with those having a birthday or anniversary on January 11th.  
The Sunset Service is 1/25 with a nosh at 5:30.

Daniel and Ellen Wolff     1/3

HAPPY ANIVERSARY

Harper Carton 1/4
Holden Carton 1/4
Lyla Gleason 1/4
Sheryl Gluck 1/4
Elain Freeman 1/6
Kaison (Kai) Stern  1/6
Andrea Lerner 1/7
Sharon Prevost  1/7
Ann Saltzman 1/7
Talia Remba 1/8
Scott Lerner 1/9
Austin Bender 1/10
Mark Nussenfeld 1/12
Stephanie Ramos 

   Greenberg  1/12

Eva Isaacs 1/14
Julie MacDonald 1/14
Tyler Sklarin 1/14
Loretta Brickman  1/15
Mindy Carton 1/15
Adam Wachtel 1/15
Lisa Rossello 1/16
Emily Serna 1/17
Miriam Serna 1/17
Hannah Silverman 1/17
Tanya Friedman  1/19
Neva Sachar 1/21
Lauren Ennis  1/22
Hannah Danczewski  1/23
Jonathan Tabak 1/23

Stephen Flood 1/24
Jeff Sklarin 1/24
Susan Sedwin 1/25
David Blaschak 1/26
Josh Piezas 1/26
David Carton 1/27
Zoe Wallis 1/27
Daelynn Duralek 1/29
Amanda Seewald 1/29
Lena Blumenstock 1/30
Elliott Rubin 1/30
Sam Rubin 1/30
Connie Foland 1/31 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

<  Rabbi Abraham &  
Jennifer Levine  
celebrating their  
birthdays at the  
religious school T’filah 
service. Also pictured 
are Randi Sheps and 
Michelle Gal.
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^ The Drapkins & Tabaks

^ The Liebermans, Sokolskys, Barbara Cooke & Jeff Banks

^ The Messings, Sedwins, Nussenfelds & Korngruens

^  The Liebermans, Jeff Banks, Sokolskys, 
Schulmans, Abrahams & Kaplans

MAZAL TOV

Mazel Tov to Howard Kornfeld 
for being voted one of  

NJ Favorite Pediatricians by  
NJ Family Magazine!

Mazal Tov to Stephanie & Ken 
Lichtman on the birth of their 
grandaughter, Theran Olivia.

TEMPLE MEMBERS OUT AND ABOUT

Members at 1958 Cuban Restaurant on 12/16. Thank you to Laninie Sokolsky for  
organizing this social event.

<  Sandi Sobel, Pam 
Dorn & Andrew Gross, 
author of Button Man, 
speaker at the JCC for 
the One Jewish  
Community Event



INCLUSION CORNER

You may have heard the terms  
“equity” and “equality”, but might 
not know how the two are different. 
Sometimes disabilities create  
barriers to participation. While we 
want to treat everyone equally, we 
also need to understand that equality 
doesn’t always translate to fairness 
or equal opportunity. Quite simply, 
it’s not about everybody getting the 
same thing. It’s about everybody getting what they need in order to improve 
the quality of their situation. Temple Sholom strives to be an inclusive and 
accessible synagogue, welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully participate 
in our Jewish community -- and giving them what they need to do so.
If you are interested in getting involved to help support meaningful inclusion 
at Temple Sholom, please email me at jgbornstein@gmail.com.

Josh Bornstein 
Chairperson 
Temple Sholom Inclusion Committee
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JANUARY 4 
Muriel Baumwoll
Moise Bibasse
Esther Bort
David Boydman
Ann Cohen
Maria Milagros De Jesus
Beatrice Dreier
Judy Flanzbaum
Adam Fuerstenberg
Lubov Gatker
Steven Gordon
Esther Greenberg
Nathan Greenhouse
Moshe Groisman
Doris Jedel
Howard Kibbel
Benjamin Kolstein
Seymour Kupperman
Larry Lepelstat
Charles Lowenthal
Edythe Mallin
Rosalie Meshover
Charles Miller
Robert O’Brien
Lise Polishook
Elizabeth Pruyn Hayes
Edythe Rosinthal
Samuel A. Sandow
Max Schoenhouse
Catherine Seewald
Ralph Shectman
Isidore Taffel
Isidor Tornberg
Sheldon Weinstein

JANUARY 11 
Evelyn Stoler Bernstein
Rebecca Darwin
Abraham Dipkin
Sy Dipkin
Sholom Egert

Samuel Fingerman
Rose Finkelstein
Harry Frank
Charles Frankel
Murray Ganezer
Leona Garrell
Norman Goldberg
Arthur Goldstein
Lenora Gottlieb
Margot Jacobson
Edith Joseph
Charles Krauss
Evelyn Kronman
David Noah Lambert
Jeff Memisha
Lony Merel
Mandel Rapps
Brian Rodrig
Benjamin Rosenfeld
Beatrice Sadowsky
Emanuel Schwartz
Hank Sheitelman
Phillip Sklarin
Jay Slack
Edward Zimmerman

JANUARY 18 
Sylvia Berger
Robert Cohen
Thomas Cohen
Edith Conner
Jules Fromm
Louis Gidding
Izrail Goldvasser
Saul Gorne
Loretta Graubard
Jackie Green
Edith Hahn
Selden C. Hayes
Robert Heyman
David Katz
Fred Kaufman

Anton Miller
Rosa Miller
Richard Pogosky
Sarah Reiss
Yetta Rosenblatt
Julius Schiffman
Julius Schneller
Daniel Schulman
Dennis Shapiro
Harold Umansky
Joseph Waugh
Raymond Weiss
Leonard Whitman

JANUARY 25 
David Aronson
Max Bertish
Sarah Bieda
Burt Brown
Bette Cohen
Herb Dinnerman
Philip Dinoff
Sari Fireman
Goldie Kret Hoffman
Renee Hoffman
Edward J. Isack
Lois Klieger
Abram Kunzman
Nathan Lipman
Joel Messing
Minnie Orenstein
Joe Paris
Louise Rosin
Daniel Saunders
Rae Schwartz
Dennis Shapiro
Oscar Victorson
Mortimer Weingarten
Max Weiss
Stewart Wolf

FEBRUARY 1 
Arthur Abraham

David J. Arenson
Solomon Barishman
Martin Baruch
Joseph Beck
Alice Berkman
Mary Berman
Harry Blitzer
Jacob Breen
Peggy Brown
Anna Dresdale
Sarah Eva Epstein
Esther Goldstein
Charles Golin
Barry Gollin
Archie Greenberg
Mae Gross
Helen Hagenow
Annelie Herzberg
Clara Ray  
   Kirschenbaum
Harold Kravitz
Zenia Laufer
Sadie Behar Mardy
Brad Menkes
Joseph Moomaw
Lena Pearl
Sydney Pinn
Bertha Resch
Barbara Rosen
Ted Rosenblatt
Kalman Rothberg
Louis Rubin
Eva Sandberg
Helen B. Sandow
Leonard Smith
Pearl Sommer
Ida St. Lifer
Rebecca Tumminello
Rae Balaban Verbel
Stewart Wolf

CYCLE OF LIFE
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TEMPLE HAPPENINGS

Refugees & Asylum: A Human 
Rights Approach program was 
held at the Temple on Sunday 
night, December 9, 1018. Pictured 
are Joyce Reilly, Musa Aluga, and 
Abdul Ali.  Between 2010 and 
2013, Joyce Reilly helped resettle 
more than 50 Sudanese refugees 
working with the Darfur Resettle-
ment Project of the Jewish Voca-
tional Service (East Orange, NJ), 
under the umbrella of the Hebrew 
Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS).  
Musa Aluga & Abdul Ali are two 
of those refugees, now United 
States citizens and students at 
Essex County College, NJ.

WELCOME  
NEW MEMBERS

Adam & Dana Levine and their  
daughter Sophia and son Apollo.

THANK YOU

The Board of Education would like to  
extend a huge thank you to Emily  
Serna for all of her hard work on the  
very successful Holiday Boutique.  
Emily researched and recruited  
several new unique and diverse  
vendors and introduced a raffle with 
items donated by the vendors. The 
event on November 18 brought in a 
total of $1,770 for the religious school!  
Thanks again to Emily Serna!

CONDOLENCES

Jiyanna Beltran Contreras,  
sister of Tony Contreras, 11/27/18

Hope Isaacs,  
mother of Felicia Sussman, 11/30/18

Gary Klein,  
father of Matt Klein, 12/9/18

Leonard Samuel Sachar,  
husband of Neva Sachar, 12/22/18

Margaret Jaffe,  
wife of David Jaffe, 1/2/19



We are seeking an organizer to 
collect and organize bi-monthly 
submissions for Temple Topics. 
NO SKILLS REQUIRED!   
Just be organized with email.  
Please call the office if you are 
interested in helping to work 
on the issues.
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 
Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 

Higgins Home for Funerals, Inc. 
 Serving the Jewish community since 1868 

 Prearranged Payment Plans 

 Out of State Services 

 Family 
owned and 
operated 
for over 
135 years. 

Watchung 

752 Mountain Boulevard 

Plainfield 

209 West 8th Street 

(908)756-0017 

Eighth of a 
page ads. 
Next page is 
quarter/half 
page ads 

Show Your  
Temple Pride!

Mugs, tote bags and car  
magnets are available for  
purchase in the Temple office.  
Please make checks payable  
to Temple Sholom.

MAGNETS $3
MUGS $8 
TOTE BAG $5

PLOTS AVAILABLE AT MOUNT LEBANON CEMETERY
Temple Sholom has Cemetery Plots for sale at Mount Lebanon in Iselin. There are singles, doubles  
and several multiple plots available.  We offer plots at well below the going rate as a consideration  
for our community. Non-Jewish spouses and immediate family members can also purchase plots  

alongside their loved ones where available. 

Please call David Korngruen 908-868-8982 with your questions and/or interest for more information.

When you think about what you’d like 
to leave behind, please consider a  
legacy gift to Temple Sholom.
Please contact me if this is something 
you have thought about or would like 
to consider.
  Bruce Harris,  

Endowment Committee  
marxman@comcast.net

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ 

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ 
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TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One) 
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and 

for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15) as 
well as regular donations are welcome.  

 

I would like to donate  $18  $36 $54  Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in 
 Honor /  Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

 My check is enclosed  Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only) 
GENERAL FUNDS

 Building Beautification Fund  
 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  
 Congregants’ Emergency Fund 

 To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits 
 Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  

 To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment 
 Hospitality Fund  
 Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund 
 Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund 

 To provide an annual special program for this membership group 
 Mortgage Retirement Fund 
 Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple 
 Prayerbook Fund 
 President’s Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple 
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Temple Sholom Endowment Fund 
  Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund  
 Temple Sholom Wish List Donation 
 Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities 
 Unrestricted Temple Donation 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rahway, N.J. 

Permit No. 712 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
1925 LAKE AVENUE 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

DATED MAIL 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
 

 A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities 
 For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple     
youth. 

 Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund 
 Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

 For teacher education workshops 
 Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  

 For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the 
Religious School 

 Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
 For special & adult eduation programs 

 Religious School Equipment Fund 
 To purchase equipment for the Religious School 

 Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning 
 To support and publicize lifelong learning 

 Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships 
 The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School 

 To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or music  
     programming 

TEMPLE SHOLOM
1925 LAKE AVENUE
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non Profit Org.
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
Rahway, N.J.

Permit No. 712

TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One)
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and  
for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15)  

as well as regular donations are welcome

I would like to donate 0 $18 0 $36 0 $54 0 Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in
0 Honor / 0 Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

0 My check is enclosed 0 Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only)

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
0  A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities  

For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple youth.

0  Chai Campership Fund 
To support our youth in attending Jewish camp & travel to Israel 

0  Education Inclusion Fund 
  Funds staffing and resources to support successful inclusion of children 
with special needs in educational programs

0  Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund
0  Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

For teacher education workshops

0  Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  
For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the  
Religious School

0  Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
For special & adult eduation programs

0  Religious School Equipment Fund  
To purchase equipment for the Religious School

0  Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning  
To support and publicize lifelong learning

0  Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships
0  The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School  

To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or  
music programming

GENERAL FUNDS
0  Building Beautification Fund
0  Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
0  Congregants’ Emergency Fund  

To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits

0  Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  
To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment

0  Hospitality Fund
0  Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund
0  Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund  

To provide an annual special program for this membership group

0  Mortgage Retirement Fund
0  Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple
0  Prayerbook Fund
0  Harold Schwartz Presidents’ Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple

0  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
0  Temple Sholom Endowment Fund  

Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund

0  Temple Sholom Wish List Donation
0  Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities
0  Unrestricted Temple Donation
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