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OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish congregation that welcomes traditional and non 
traditional Jewish families and individuals, aspiring to create a warm and caring  
Jewish atmosphere fostering inclusiveness and community. We engage in life long 
learning, worship, lifecycle events and social action (Tikun Olam), while cultivating  
a love and understanding of our Jewish heritage and promoting the perpetuation  
of Judaism. Temple Sholom strives to be an inclusive and accessible synagogue,  
welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully participate in our Jewish community.

TEMPLE           TOPICS
TEMPLE
SHOLOM

The Newsletter of Temple Sholom

Being without a safe, warm place to sleep, eat, and care for children- being without the security of familiar 
people and belongings-this is homelessness. The loss of a home is a crisis for anyone, especially for families. 
Parents must endure the heartache of being unable to provide a secure environment for their children.  
Without a home, children are deprived of one of the most basic resources required for healthy development. 
This is the saddest statistic of all-1 OUT OF EVERY 4 HOMELESS PEOPLE IS A CHILD!

December 15-23, Temple Sholom is partnering with Family Promise by hosting four to five families who 
are in the process of seeking permanent housing. As the host organization, we will be providing shelter, 
meals, and social interaction in a safe and comfortable environment.

We are seeking from our congregation, volunteers to help make this a successful experience for all.  
Responsibilities and donations will include setting up and breaking down temporary rooms, preparing  
meals, serving and dining with our guests, chaperoning, providing grooming supplies and engaging with  
our youngest guests through organized play and activities.

Go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084dafa72fa57-hosting1 to see how you can help.

Family Promise will share specific information about our guests within two weeks of their arrival for  
additional opportunities for donations for holiday gifts. We will update this sign up list periodically  
so check back for new information!  

TEMPLE SHOLOM SIGN UP!

Hosting Families in Need  

DECEMBER 15-23



Under the new Mishpakha Benefactor program, members 
who give 18% (Chai), 36% (Double Chai), 54% (Triple 
Chai) or 108% (Pillar) over the Sustaining Amount are 
recognized as Benefactors. We thank them for their 
commitment to and generous support of Temple Sholom.  
INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW YOU CAN BECOME A 
BENEFACTOR?   
Contact Mark Nussenfeld at 908.305.1061 or  
president@sholomnj.org 

PILLAR BENEFACTORS

Ellen Berman

Natalie Darwin

Bill & Sandra Dreier

Daniel & Ellen Wolff

TRIPLE CHAI

David & Linda Nieporent

Mark & Sandra  
   Nussenfeld

DOUBLE CHAI

Austin & Stacey Bender

Marvin & Pam Brander

Lynda Goldschein

Claire Greenberg

Robin Lyons

David Richmand

Janet Weinstein

CHAI

Michael Barmak &  
   Connie Foland

Rachael & Joel Camargo

Marjorie Cohen

Roger & Adrienne  
   Graubard

Bruce & Jill Harris

Alice Jaffe

Matt Klein & Nicole  
   LaCorte-Klein

Jeffrey Messing &  
   Grace Braverman

Alan Nacht

George & Marlene     
   Pogosky

James & Stacey Pritchett

David & Jennifer Silverman

Jill & Christopher Wallis

Temple Topics is published 6 times each year by  
Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.  

This newsletter is available at no cost to subscribers.

Thank you to our Benefactor Members

LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR LIFE!
 
Please let us know about your good news and
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple
office and share your glad tidings.

Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given 
week if you would like an Aliyah for the following 
Shabbat.

If you become ill or are hospitalized, please  
let us know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit  
you, and we would like to add your name to our  
Mi-Sheberach list. The hospital is NOT allowed  
to contact the Temple or the Rabbi unless you  
explicitly request them to do so.

Note: To let us know about your news, please  
contact the Temple office directly.

Temple Sholom
A Reform Congregation affiliated with the

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

 Rabbi Joel N. Abraham
 Rabbi Emeritus Gerald A. Goldman
 Cantor Darcie Naomi Sharlein
 President Mark Nussenfeld
 Director of Education  Jennifer Levine
 Temple Administrator  Barbara Cooke
 Bookkeeper  Amy Levoy
 Religious School 
 Administrative Assistant open
 Editor  Lisa Tannenbaum
 Advertising Coordinator  Linda Nieporent
 Temple Phone  908.889.4900
 E-mail  sholom@sholomnj.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD

 President  Mark Nussenfeld 

 1st VP Pamela Brander

 2nd VP Bill Nadel 

 Secretary  Jonathan Kaplan 

 Treasurer  Linda Nieporent 

 Asst. Treasurer Eugene Schulman 

 Immediate Past President Karyn R. Weingarten  

HONORARY MEMBERS 
OF THE BOARD

Marjorie Cohen  
Natalie Darwin 
William Dreier 
Sandra Dreier
Catherine Gilbert 
Luna Kaufman
Suzanne M. Lyte 

  
Sandra Nussenfeld 
Steven Saltzman 
Martin Schwartz
Susan Sedwin 
Neil Smith 
Lucille Taub
Susan Weiseman

TRUSTEES

David Carton

Lisa Drapkin

Geri Flood

Dan Jablon

Matt Klein 
 

 
Aron Laufer

David Liss

Lainie Sokolsky

Sophie Tabak

Jill Wallis
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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY

Biblical scholars note that one of the reasons for the precision of the  
Genesis chapter one story of creation is to differentiate Jewish culture,  
and its foundational stories, from the surrounding cultures.  In the  
Mesopotamian creation story, the goddess Tiamat (like the Hebrew word 
tahom - the deep mentioned in Torah) is killed by the god Marduk, who  
creates the earth from her remains. Human beings sprout up as the  
body deteriorates.  Our Biblical story is not only more focussed on the  
intentionality of the world’s creation, by a single divinity, but also puts  
forth a story of order, to counter the chaos that came before.  Each day  
has its specific category of creation, and the second three days echo the  
first three  - light on day one; sun and moon on day four; heaven and  
seas on day two, and fish and birds on day five; land and grasses on day  
three, and animals and humans on day six.  That one day builds on the next  
is evidence of order.  Order is evidence of planning and intention.

On the third day, plants are created - each according to their kind, and with 
their own seed included.  Each plant is created with the ability to reproduce 
itself.  There is no concept of evolution - necessary things come to be and  
then will always be, as planned at the beginning.  For people living in a  
chaotic world, order and intention are a comfort.  It is harrowing to imagine 
that planting a peach pit might yield an apple tree or a banana bush.   
We want to know the end result, before we start off at the beginning.

We are so desirous of knowing the end of things, because life so often  
throws us twists and turns.  We may enjoy surprises - but really only good  
surprises.  We are much happier knowing there is a prize in the CrackerJack 
box, then imagining the fictional Harry Potter’s Bertie Bott’s jellybeans that 
may be delicious, or may be disgusting.  In a discussion the other day, an  
agnostic said that they were quite comfortable with not knowing the  
answers, and that trying to imagine God really existed was difficult.   
whatever question it is that plagues us.  We wish that, like our childhood  
math books, the answer is at the back, so that eventually we can just figure  
out if we are right or wrong.  The most annoying thing in math class was  
that our teachers always insisted that we show the work, when we just  
wanted to get to the end.

Perhaps Genesis teaches us a lesson - that God is not the answer, not the  
one missing piece which causes everything to make sense, but God is really  
in the messy scribbles that we make on the side of the page.  We would love  
for God to be the answer - let alone an easily accessible and understandable 
one, but we are closest to the Divine when we are doing the work of living,  
not trying to skip to the end.

It would be lovely if we knew that each thing we planted would reproduce 
 the ideal that we had when we planted it; even that the recipes of our  
grandparents would turn out just like we remembered them.  Sometimes  
they do, sometimes they do not.  Sometimes, they even turn out better.   
But, the love and memory is not found in that fleeting moment of  
consuming, but in the process of remembering and reconstructing.   
When we imagine engaging in the same acts as those we have loved,  
they (and their memories) inhabit us, so much more so than at the end.

The Torah gives us the story of creation - not just a list of what has been  
created.  Our job is not to be impressed by the order, but to be inspired  
to do the work on our own.

Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

God said, “Let the 
water below the sky 
be gathered into 
one area, that the 
dry land may ap-
pear.” and it was so. 
God called the dry 
land “earth”, and the 
gathering of waters, 
God called “seas”. 
And God saw that 
this was good. And 
God said, “Let the 
earth sprout vege-
tation: seed-bearing 
plants, fruit trees of 
every kind on earth 
that bear fruit with 
the seed in it.” and 
it was so. The earth 
brought forth veg-
etation: seed bear-
ing plants of every 
kind, and  trees of 
every kind bearing 
fruit with the seed 
in it. And God saw 
that this was good. 
And there was eve-
ning and there was 
morning, a third day.  
[Gen. 1:9-13 New JPS 
Tanakh] 
- Gen. 1:6-8,  
New JPS Tanakh



CANTOR’S CORNER

A strange thing happened at the temple in November. Apparently confused by 
the balmy weather, some bulbs near the entrance started to poke out of the 
ground. They continued to grow and on Monday, November 11, the first flower 
opened. It was a beautiful, little white daffodil. I love bulbs and daffodils are my 
all-time favorite flower, but I was so sad to see this one: just like temperatures in 
the low 70s, daffodils have no business being in New Jersey in November. 

In Genesis 1:28, right after creating people b’tzelem Elohim (in God’s image), 
God blessed them and God said to them, ‘Be fertile and increase, fill the earth 
and master it…’” 

This command, to “master” the earth, is difficult to read today as we watch the effects of our domination  
on the planet: extinctions; warming, rising seas; more and more extreme storms…daffodils in November. As  
a species, we have done as we wished, and we are starting to pay the price. We know it will be worse for the 
generations after us.

There is, of course, more than one way to define the word “master.”  One can be master over a subject in  
the sense of domination, but one can also master a subject, as in, “to gain a thorough understanding of.” 
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary) Certainly we have in many ways mastered the earth in this sense as well. We 
know so much. If only we would use our knowledge of the earth in the service of its desperately needed 
healing, seeing ourselves as caretakers rather than masters.

After blessing people and declaring the sixth day “very good,” God takes a break from working, declaring 
this cessation of work on the seventh day to be holy. It is noteworthy that creation was declared good and, at 
the end, very good, but the pause that came after it was something altogether different and special. In this 
account of creation found at the beginning of Genesis, it is only Shabbat that is deemed holy.

In Exodus at the foot of Mount Sinai, we are commanded that Shabbat is something we must remember and 
make holy. In Leviticus, we learn of a different type of Shabbat, that of the sabbatical year. Leviticus 25:2 
tells that once every seven years, the land is to “observe a Sabbath.” The text continues in verses 4-6, “Six 
years you may sow your field and six years you may prune your vineyard and gather in the yield. But in the 
seventh year the land shall have a Sabbath of complete rest, a Sabbath of Adonai: you shall not sow your 
field or prune your vineyard. You shall not reap the aftergrowth of your harvest or gather the grapes of your 
untrimmed vines; it shall be a year of complete rest for the land.”

Just as God needed a break; just as we need a rest; so, too, the land needs some sort of Shabbat. We tend 
not to take it for ourselves (but more on that another time), and we certainly don’t give it to the earth. It 
seems that in some ways, the more we know about our planet, the more we expect from it. We extract rare 
metals for our cell phones and fossil fuels for, well, almost every aspect of our lives. We spray chemicals on 
our crops, poisoning the land in order to get bigger crop yields from it. And so on, and so on. We don’t give 
it a chance to heal from the demands we place on it. 

We must draw from the idea of a Sabbath for the land and feel ourselves compelled to be more gentle with 
the earth. We must use our mastery of earth – our extensive knowledge – to feel ourselves commanded 
to be not conquerors, but caretakers. If our planet is to heal, we must be the ones to begin that process. It 
cannot wait for the next generation. As our tradition teaches, we must be partners with God in creation and 
work toward tikkun olam, the repair of the world. And, in the words of Hillel, “If not now, when?”

The task of healing our planet is a sacred one. It is also daunting and will require big changes beyond the 
individual power each of us holds. But in the words of Rabbi Tarfon, “You are not required to complete the 
task, but neither are you free to desist from it.” Put together, our individual actions will make a difference. 

Please visit https://livingthechange.net/commitment-tool to explore how you might live more sustainably,  
as a caretaker of the earth.

Cantor Darcie Sharlein
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PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MEMO

It was a pleasure to see many of you who joined us for High Holiday  
services, and we hope to see you again at various activities over the  
course of the 2019 -2020 year. 

I would like to thank all of you who helped with the set up and take down of 
the sanctuary for high holidays as well as the building and take down of the 
sukkah. It was good to see many new faces at these events. We hope to see 
more of you more come to help with these activities as your time permits.                           

We have many ideas for you that won’t require you to be chairman of a 
committee or task force. There are opportunities to volunteer that would 
not take up a lot of your time but would help us a great deal. Don’t get me wrong if anyone wants to 
step up and co-chair a committee or task force, we have one that fits you interests. If you have any 
interest in adult education programming or organizing a social action activity, we can use your energy 
and we will help you.

There must be many of you in our congregation that can help us update our Temple website. We’re 
looking for two categories of helpers, and it’s very easy. 1) General help – learn how the site works and 
be part of the group that handles updates as they are needed. 2) Committee stakeholders – learn how 
the site works so you can take ownership of your committee’s content and keep it up to date. If you 
able to help, please contact David Liss at DLISS@njadvancemedia.com 

We have Chanukah Lego night coming up on Thursday December 12.  If you are an adult who wants 
to play with Legos in public, please volunteer a couple of hours. If you have some friends or neighbors 
with kids who like playing with legos invite them to come, as it is a free event where prospective  
members can get to meet us and eat latkes. Over the years we have recruited several new members 
from their attendance to this event. 

Be on the lookout for Housing the Homeless from December 15 to the 22nd.  There will be many  
opportunities to offer a few hours by either staying overnight or preparing a breakfast or dinner. It’s  
not just for adults. Bring your kids over to share a meal or just play with them. They are just like your 
kids that due to no fault of their own are homeless. It is a Temple Sholom tradition to give back to those 
in need in our community. 

Casino Night is coming up on Saturday February 1. One way to help us out of our financial worries is to 
have successful fundraisers. We need you to come and bring your friends or neighbors with you. Before 
you come with all your friends, we need to look for donations of goods and services. Any business that 
you deal with just ask them for a donation or gift certificate. We would love to be able to auction off 
a pair of box seats for a sporting event or Broadway play. We’d love even more to auction a week at a 
time share or a vacation house. Our objective for this fiscal year is to end this fiscal year that ends in 
June 30, 2020 without borrowing any money from our building fund to pay the mortgage.  

Many of you are aware that Amy Winkler our Assistant to Religious School Director resigned at the end 
of November. We would like to thank her for her many years of dedicated service to our religious school 
and our youth. Amy was just re-elected to remain a Fanwood representative to the Scotch Plains –  
Fanwood Board of Education. Congratulations on your victory. You set an example for all of us on how 
important it is for all of us to give back to the community. The religious school will miss you, but we will 
continue to see you and Dan and the kids at Temple events.

The Security Task Force is continuing its work. We have met with NJ Homeland Security in order to file 
on time the necessary paperwork to be able to file for reimbursement for our building upgrades. We are 
also bringing in contractors to obtain bids on upgrades we will propose to make to our building.  
We have three years to complete this work. 

Thank you to those members who came to the special meeting in October to approve the amendment 
to our first mortgage that included the balance of the line of credit into the first mortgage. God willing, 
we will gather together in 20 years for celebration that we own our building.      

Respectfully,

Mark Nussenfeld
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS AND VIEWS

Shalom All,

This issue, I want to acknowledge Amy Winker. As many of you know, 
Amy has worked at our Religious school for the past six and a half 
years. Her official title is “Administrative Assistant” but that does not 
begin to describe the range of her responsibilities and the depth of 
service she has contributed to our Religious school and our Temple.

Amy has been a fierce advocate of our religious school. She attends 
to her administrative duties – the day to day tasks – with a sincere 
care and attention to detail in order to ensure our parents and teachers receive accurate 
and timely information on our school related issues.

In addition to the administrative work that Amy completes on the days when our school is 
not in session, she is also here when school is in session. During those hours, Amy typically 
had to literally juggle a slew of competing interests – regular administrative tasks, phones 
ringing, the door buzzing, parents picking up their children, teacher needs and of course 
the daily band-aid for the a child’s boo boo.

Throughout the years I have known her,  Amy handled it all with great calm and grace,  
never once loosing her composure and always serving others.

I want to take this opportunity to personally thank you Amy for your heart and soul work. 
I feel so blessed and honored to have gotten to know you.  I feel inspired by your integrity, 
your commitment to Jewish education and  the Temple Sholom community.

On behalf of  the entire teaching staff, the parents and the children of Temple Sholom,  
we send you a warm hug and wish you the best on your next assignment – and of course 
we know we will see you at Temple!

UP AND COMING AT RELIGIOUS SCHOOL:

*Religious school Parents – Sunday morning December 15th is our annual Chanukah Par-
ty! We need your help to purchase our goodies prior to the event and stay during school 
that day to help set up and serve Latkes. If you haven’t lent a hand yet this year, this is your 
chance! Last year we had a large group of parents and they had lots of fun celebrating 
with their children and our school. If you are willing to help, please email me and let me 
know! (educator@sholomnj.org)

*If you haven’t signed up for Family Track yet, Trimester 2 has a few open slots. The 
dates are December 14, Jan 25 and Feb 8th. If you would like more information about Fam-
ily Track, let me know.

*K-2nd Shabbat Service and Dinner – December 20th

*4th grade Shabbat Service and Dinner (one of two) – Jan 10th

B’Shalom,

Jennifer Levine

Director of Education
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INCLUSION CORNER

In case you missed it, Temple Sholom tried something new  
during the recent high holidays. Optional high-holiday themed  
activities were made available outside on the patio and in the 
back hallway for those elementary school-age children who  
needed a “short break” from services. 

This year’s activities included writing a “T’Shuvah-Gram” or  
apology note to a family member and creating an Acrostic poem 
listing the things you are thankful for during this reflection at  
the New Year. After completing the activities, the children were  
encouraged to return to their families inside the sanctuary to  
enjoy the high holiday services. 

I am also thrilled to announce that Greater MetroWest ABLE  
has awarded Temple Sholom a grant in the amount of $4,375  
to support our continued efforts to maximize inclusion in our  
congregation. I would like to thank the members of the  
TS Inclusion Committee for their time and efforts in helping to 
prepare and submit our grant proposal entitled, “Enhancing  
Inclusion in the Temple Sholom Religious School Community.” 

The grant monies have been designated to be used for the following:

• To hire one “adult-age” shadow to assist with individual  
students with special needs on Sunday mornings in the  
Temple Sholom religious school. 

• To hire a behavior consultant to work closely with the Temple 
Sholom religious school director and staff to identify behavior 
support training needs. The behavior consultant will also  
be charged with developing and delivering a training for  
TS religious school staff on classroom and behavior  
management strategies, as well as responding to  
behaviors typical of those children with ASD.

• The addition of “Flexible Seating” options 

• The purchase of two iPads to be used in the religious school’s 
pull-out replacement classroom to support differientated  
learning of Hebrew. 

We would also like to acknowledge the Temple Sholom Inclusion 
Fund for its additional donation of $1,000 in support of this grant 
project. This project was made possible in part by support from 
the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ’s Greater  
MetroWest ABLE, the Gary Aidekman Family Foundation and the 
Sylvia and Seymour Rubenstein Special Needs Endowment Fund. 

We are actively interviewing potential Behavior Consultants. If  
you are a BCBA or know of someone who is and may be  
interested in working with us on this project, please contact  
me at jgbornstein@gmail.com.

Josh Bornstein 
Temple Sholom Inclusion Committee Chair
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Jeffrey & Gina Banks  12/7

Michele & Mitchell Cole  12/10

Gary & Jodye Darwin  12/14

Rachel & Bruce Binkowitz  12/15

Marvin & Susan Lehman  12/20

Steven & Wendy Herzberg  12/23

Marsha & Jay Bloom  12/24 

Daniel and Ellen Wolff       1/3

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

Ilana & Jeremy Barishman on the birth of their son, Nathan Reid
Richard & Elyce Baumwoll on the birth of their newest grandson, Nathan Stephen 

Baumwoll on 10/27/19.
Jacki & Andy Cheslow on the birth of their newest grandchild, Maxwell David Pfeil

MariAnne Skolnik and Patrick Hoffer on their marriage 10/20/19.

MAZAL TOV

Thank you to our  
Temple Sholom  
family for your  

ongoing support  
and kindness at  
this very difficult  

time for  
our family.

The Sterns

▲  Left to right - Michelle Shapiro Abraham, Linda Wolf, Nancie Rothman, Sally Isaacs, 
Sandi Sobel, Robin Lyons, Sandra Nussenfeld and Marjorie Cohen.

TEMPLE HAPPENINGS

Michelle Shapiro Abraham and Linda Wolf ran a workshop to create your own tallis. Each person  
created their own unique piece of art based on their spirituality and vision. On Friday, October 4th,  
Rabbi Abraham brought them all on the bimah for an Aliyah to celebrate their works of art.
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We will be celebrating our Decemeber birthdays & anniversaries on Decemeber 13 and  
January birthdays & anniversaries on January 20.

Daniel Amsellem 12/1
Eric Birnbaum 12/1
Linda Nieporent 12/1
Daphne Chocky  12/3
Josh Bornstein 12/4
Rita Ringel 12/5
Drew Weisholtz  12/5
Glenn Fitzgerald 12/6
David Nieporent 12/6
Amy Six 12/6
Daniel Wolff 12/6
Andrew Breit 12/7
Michael Shapiro-London 12/7
Irv Winokur 12/7
Jill Harris 12/8
Leslie Klieger 12/8
Marvin Lehman 12/8
Geri Flood  12/9
Noah Kornfeld  12/10
Kim Leitner 12/10
Carter Bornstein 12/12
David Drapkin 12/12
Gerald Flanzbaum 12/12
Pam Isaacs  12/12
Jacob Piezas 12/12
Joshua Sokolsky 12/12
Pamela Brander 12/14
Phyllis Fineberg 12/14
Harrison Sussman 12/14
Andrew Cheslow  12/15
Spencer Nadel 12/15
Lee Rinderman 12/15
Ann Weiss 12/15
Herbert August 12/16
Jared Bloom 12/16
Brian Levenstein 12/17

Felicia Sussman 12/17
Daniel Danken  12/18
Adrienne Graubard 12/19
Perry Weingarten 12/19
Daniel Balkan 12/20
David Koprowski 12/23
Kevin Pearce 12/23
Caren Kleiman 12/24
Joyce Creighton  12/25
Sara August 12/26
Laura Bransky 12/26
Julie Danczewski 12/27
Jason Steingart 12/27
Halle Greenberg 12/28
Juliet Greenberg 12/28
Aaron Schack 12/28
Eugene Schwartz 12/28
William May  12/29
Anthony Jackvony 12/29
Rita Ferraro 12/30
Toby Hecht 12/31
Harper Carton 1/4
Holden Carton 1/4
Lyla Gleason 1/4
Sheryl Gluck 1/4
Kaison (Kai) Stern  1/6
Jacqueline Dagan  1/7
Andrea Lerner 1/7
Sharon Prevost  1/7
Ann Saltzman 1/7
Andrew Ginter  1/8
Wing May  1/8
Talia Remba 1/8
Scott Lerner 1/9
Austin Bender 1/10
Brian Smith  1/10

Mark Nussenfeld 1/12
Stephanie Ramos 
   Greenberg  1/12
Eva Isaacs 1/14
Julie MacDonald 1/14
Tyler Sklarin 1/14
Loretta Brickman  1/15
Mindy Carton 1/15
Adam Wachtel 1/15
Matthew Binkowitz 1/16
Apollo Levine  1/16
Lisa Rossello 1/16
Emily Serna 1/17
Miriam Serna 1/17
Hannah Silverman 1/17
Tanya Friedman  1/19
Elyce Baumwoll  1/21
Neva Sachar 1/21
Lauren Ennis  1/22
Hannah Danczewski  1/23
Jonathan Tabak 1/23
Stephen Flood 1/24
Jeff Sklarin 1/24
Brad Herman  1/25
Susan Sedwin 1/25
David Blaschak 1/26
Josh Piezas 1/26
David Carton 1/27
Braden Gelb  1/27 
Zoe Wallis 1/27
Daelynn Duralek 1/29
Amanda Seewald 1/29
Lena Blumenstock 1/30
Elliott Rubin 1/30
Sam Rubin 1/30
Connie Foland 1/31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!



10

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS MONTH’S B’NEI MITZVAHS

MEREDITH DARYN WHITE will be called to the  
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on December 7, 2019. She is 
a 7th grader at Park Middle School in Scotch Plains. 
In her free time, she enjoys art, exploring NYC, and 
spending time with Crane Lake camp friends.  She also 
enjoys playing defense in soccer, attending Broadway 
shows with her family… and shopping (anywhere and 
everywhere).
 
Meredith has been a member of the Temple Sholom community since 
3rd grade.  For her Mitzvah project, Meredith collected ‘gently loved’ 
crayons from friends and will melt them into puzzle pieces, the symbol 
of Autism. She will sell them to raise money for Autism Speaks, a cause 
that means a lot to her, as she hopes to work with kids with unique 
needs in the future.  She is very excited to become a Bat Mitzvah and 
celebrate this momentous occasion with her family, friends and community.

NOAH KORNFELD will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 
on December 14, 2019. Noah has  
started his first year at Rutgers Preparatory  

School in Somerset, NJ. He loves to play basketball and soccer 
at his new school. Some of his hobbies include graphic design, 

drawing, skateboarding,  
and playing video games. For his Bar Mitzvah project, Noah has collected over 
$2,000 for the Lt. Dennis Zilinski Memorial Fund which helps support veterans 
with PTSD and other lifealtering injuries. Our family will also be participating in 
the Foundation’s Memorial Walk on November 10, 2019. Mazel Tov Noah! We are 
so excited to celebrate your special day with you!
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TYLER SKLARIN will be called to the Torah  
as a Bar Mitzvah on January 18, 2020. He is  
in 7th grade at Terrill Middle school where he  

is a high honor roll student. Tyler’s loves include  
skiing, skateboarding, baseball, basketball,  

gaming, biking, swimming and playing with his friends.   
He excelled at skiing at a young age and is currently a travel  
baseball and basketball player.  He has a great sense of humor  
and loves to listen to music.  One of his favorite bands is  
Twenty-one Pilots.  He loves going to the movies and hanging  
with his family.  

PERRY WEINGARTEN will be called to the Torah 
as a Bar Mitzvah on January 11, 2020. Perry is a 7th 
grader who enjoys activities such as soccer, baseball, 
football, basketball, biking, alto and tenor saxophone, 
camping, hiking, Boy Scouts, traveling, swimming, and 
playing with Cheyenne, his Red Lab.  Earlier this year, 
Perry became a certified  SCUBA diver. Perry spends 
his summers at Eisner Camp, which has become his home away from home.

A few summers ago, Perry and his family traveled across the United 
States in a R.V. for three weeks and visited eighteen states and twelve 
National Parks.  Perry’s Mitzvah Project incorporates his love of the  
outdoors and this memorable vacation.  Perry is raising money for  
the National Park Service and protecting the outdoors for future  
generations by collecting garbage and litter in his local community.



DECEMBER 6

Rosa Barish

Rose Barnett

Alvin Bloom

Ruth Broad

Henry M. Dreier

Sophie Dreier

Harold Enda

Sylvia Fingerman

Rose Garfinkle

Florence Gater

Anna Gittelman

Harry Gladstone

Hugo Golin

Sidney Gordon

Harry Gorsky

Irving Hoffman

Morris Jaffe

Sarah Kahn

Ira Theodore Kaplan

Enya Kilberg

Marc Kluge

Jacob Levy

Louis Levy

Belle Loberfeld

Nathan Loomar

Felicie Moser

Howard Richman

Isabel Romm

Maurice Rosen

Leonard Sachar

Libby Sachar

Libby Sachar

Lennard Semel

Lloyd Temes

the Jews of Litin 

Ukraine

Mack Wolfson

DECEMBER 11 

Emanuel Altman

Irving Block

Joel Breit

Rabbi Marcus Burstein

Lillian Epstein

Helen Fier

Irving Gordon

Philip Hackman

Edward R. Hoffman

Samuel Kaufman

Miriam Lipton

Harry Mergler

Norma Messing

Irving Nacht

Samuel Nadel

May Nagourney

Enid Nieporent

Oscar Pinn

Martin Rosoff

Yetta Ross

Jeffrey Rothenberg

Nathan Schwartz

Melvin Segal

Ralph James Smith, Jr.

Arthur Tannenbaum

Haskel Yampolsky

Richard Zinn

DECEMBER 13 

Harry Aaronson

Fay Behr

Sarah Braveman

Gershon Chernin

Leo Chester

Bella Cohen

Harold Cohen

David Garcia

Herman Jacobs

Monroe Katz

Gary Klein

Rachel Koifman

Josephine Koprowski

Morris Kraemer

Benjamin Kritchman

Paul Lagstein

Arthur Leoffler

Sophie Levine

Pauline Miller

Garry Nemet

Edward Petchesky

Abe Resch

Mildred Rosenfeld

Carl Saltzman

Sue Schroeder

Liz Stein

Ida Tedlow

Simon Tobey

Albert Weiseman

Paul Lewis Weiss

Murray Weiss

DECEMBER 20  

Louis Bisgay

Leonard Blacker

Jack Brown

Dr. Mortimer Chanko

Arnold Cohn

Alexander Fromm

Marie Fuss

David Goldberg

Sylvia Greenspan

Louis Jacobson

Sidney Katz

Donna Kibbel

Sylvia Knopp

Rita Leffler

Irving Levine

Maximillian Lowenthal

Marion (Terry) Monzella

Isidor Reiss

Stephen Scher

Constant Segal

Herman Seiden

Irving Sigal

Milton Simkin

Samuel Solott

Sylvia Stonehill

Joseph Weinstein

Harold Weiss

Arther Weyuker

JANUARY 3 

Muriel Baumwoll

Moise Bibasse

David Boydman

Hyman Brief

Beatrice Dreier

Judy Flanzbaum

Adam Fuerstenberg

Lubov Gatker

Steven Gordon

Nathan Greenhouse

Moshe Groisman

Margaret Jaffe

Doris Jedel

Gerald Kadish

Howard Kibbel

Larry Lepelstat

Samuel Liebowitz

Martha Loewinger

Charles Lowenthal

Edythe Mallin

Charles Miller

Robert O’Brien

Lise Polishook

Samuel Richman

Edythe Rosinthal

Edna Kaufman Sachs

Samuel A. Sandow

CYCLE OF LIFE
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CYCLE OF LIFE
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Simon Schnerman

Catherine Seewald

Ralph Shectman

Jack Stein

Isidore Taffel

Melvin Tasman

Adele Tauriello

Sheldon Weinstein

JANUARY 10 

Rabbi Michael Abraham

Libby Brown

Maria Milagros De 

Jesus

Abraham Dipkin

Sy Dipkin

Sholom Egert

Bess Faust

Bess Faust

Roger Feldman

Harry Frank

Leona Garrell

Norman Goldberg

Arthur Goldstein

Celia Gordon

Lenora Gottlieb

Irving Hahn

Arno Herzberg

Edith Joseph

Pearl Kotler

Evelyn Kronman

David Noah Lambert

Sydelle Lemmerman

Polina Margulis

Jack Mazer

Lony Merel

Ruth Pearl

Ronni Porbin

Sherlie Quint

Mandel Rapps

Brian Rodrig

Beatrice Sadowsky

Emanuel Schwartz

Hank Sheitelman

Jay Slack

Everett Stein

Isidor Tornberg

JANUARY 17 

Gabriel Baltimore, Sr.

Anne Cohen

Robert Cohen

Charles Frankel

Jules Fromm

Lillian Goldschein

Izrail Goldvasser

Saul Gorne

Jackie Green

Edith Hahn

Pearl Herman

Robert Heyman

Harvey Jackel

Margot Jacobson

David Katz

Fred Kaufman

Charles Krauss

Marcia Lerner

Joseph Meyerson

Anton Miller

Rosa Miller

Marshall Neuhauser

Richard Pogosky

Yetta Rosenblatt

Julius Schneller

Daniel Schulman

Jack Schwab

Roger Schwartz

Phillip Sklarin

Harold Umansky

Harold Van Wert

Joseph Waugh

JANUARY 24 

EDavid Aronson

Sylvia Berger

Esther Bort

Burt Brown

Ann Cohen

Bette Cohen

Thomas Cohen

Herb Dinnerman

Philip Dinoff

Sari Fireman

Rhonda Gorman

Loretta “Ginny” Graubard

Esther Greenberg

Selden C. Hayes

Goldie Kret Hoffman

Edward J. Isack

Lois Klieger

Benjamin Kolstein

Abram Kunzman

Seymour Kupperman

Nathan Lipman

Clarissa Lyons

Rosalie Meshover

Minnie Orenstein

Joe Paris

Susyn Plass

Elizabeth Pruyn Hayes

Daniel Saunders

Max Schoenhouse

Rae Schwartz

Dennis Shapiro

Dennis Shapiro

Oscar Victorson

Robert Weisbard

Max Weiss

Leonard Whitman

Stewart Wolf

JANUARY 31 

David J. Arenson

Solomon Barishman

Joseph Beck

Alice Berkman

Evelyn Stoler Bernstein

Max Bertish

Harry Blitzer

Peggy Brown

Rebecca Darwin

Anna Dresdale

Sarah Eva Epstein

Samuel Fingerman

Rose Finkelstein

Murray Ganezer

Esther Goldstein

Charles Golin

Archie Greenberg

Mae Gross

Helen Hagenow

Renee Hoffman

Zenia Laufer

Sadie Behar Mardy

Jeff Memisha

Brad Menkes

Joseph Moomaw

Sydney Pinn

Barbara Rosen

Ted Rosenblatt

Benjamin Rosenfeld

Kalman Rothberg

Louis Rubin

Helen B. Sandow

Leonard Smith

Pearl Sommer

Rebecca Tumminello

Mortimer Weingarten

Stewart Wolf

Edward Zimmerman



Matt & Harrison  
Sussman, Ezri  
Abraham at Abraham 
Sukkot Open House

▲  Sholom  
Again- 
pizza in  
the hut

▲  Rabbi Abraham  
teaching how to  
shake the lulav ▼

Claire Bisgay, Marjorie Cohen & Lisa Tannenbaum  
at the Abraham Sukkot Open House

SUKKOT CELEBRATIONS

▲
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Elizabeth & Justin Koizumi 
perform at the program

Peter 
Fleishmann 
handing a 
Czech  
Torah to 
Daniel 
Serna

▲

KRISTALLNACHT PROGRAM

On November 3rd, our Kristallnacht & The Czech 
Memorial Scrolls program took place. There  
were representatives and speakers from Temple  
Sholom, Congregation Beth Israel, Temple Beth 
O’r Beth Torah, Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim, 
Temple Emanu-El, and Temple Sinai. 

Thank you to Neil Sedwin for building the Torah 
stands to hold the Czech Memorial Scrolls. Thank 
you to our musicians, Elizabeth & Justin Koizumi 
and Sophie Drapkin and Daniel Serna for their  
participation.

Special thanks to our Holocaust Committee for 
the organizing and success of this event; Andrew 
Breit, Chair, Helen Aron, Pam Dorn, Carole Kenyon, 
Marjorie Leffler, Mark Nussenfeld, Ann Saltzman, 
Steve Saltzman, Cantor 
Sharlein. 

Speakers on the bimah with 
the 5 Czech Torahs ▼ 

▲

Rabbi Abraham & 
Daniel Serna

Ann Saltzman, Margaret 
Cohen & Breit

▲

Daniel Serna, Rabbi Abraham  
and the 5 Holocaust scrolls ▼ 

▲
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To all High Holy Day ushers:

A great big thank you and appreciation for all of your outstanding efforts 
in helping to keep things running smoothly during high holy day services!

Ed Bort   

Jodye Darwin 

Nicole LaCorte-Klein 

David Carton   

Pam Dorn   

Sandra Nussenfeld

Marjorie Cohen  

Mara Gordon   

Ann Saltzman

Tony Contreras  

Roger Graubard   

Mallary Saltzman

Allen Darwin   

David Greenberg  

Cliff Sobel  

Florrie Darwin

Stephanie  
   Ramos Greenberg 

Richie Tannenbaum  

Gary Darwin   

Brad Herman   

Larry Trenk 

Patrick Hoffer   

Linda Wolf 

Liz Darwin   

Josh Isaacs

THANK YOU

Anyone else who may be interested in being part of our great ushering 
team, we welcome you to join us.  Just let me know.

Thanks again to all!
David Koprowski,
High Holy Day Ushering Chair

CONDOLENCES

Richie Tannenbaum - grandmother Bella Tannenbaum

Bruce Binkowitz - father Joel Binkowitz

Morton Rutenberg - longtime Temple Sholom member

CROP WALK NEWS
Temple Sholom collected online donations totaling $675 for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood 

CROP Hunger Walk. Special thanks to Michael Loberfeld for organizing the Temple Sholom 
Team and Ezri Abraham who was a leader in raising funds for CROP Hunger Walk. This is yet 

another example of the collective difference we can make!  Thank you!
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Don’t miss out on all the fun! The winner of each game will  
receive a new& authentic designer handbag! Chinese Auction!  

Raffles! Enter for a chance to win a spa weekend & other amazing 
prizes! (Must be 21 or older to attend)

Are you able to spend 2-3 hours helping to plan, organize,  
shop or help with night of? Wd’d love to get to know you!  

Please contact the office and let us know!



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Andy & Jacki Cheslow

Arlene Burstein

Tracy & Jeff Diamond & daughters Amie & Allison

Brian Green & Jennifer Scott

Bernard Peckman

Roxanne Robinson & son Matthew

Deborah & Allan Tiedrich

18

TEMPLE HAPPENINGS

Ellen Berman with JU Taste of Torah Class at Deli King in Clark

▲  Ava L., Wes L., Ezri A., Harrison S., Josh S., Zach M. and Amanda H. - 
Not pictured: Sam R., Sam T., and Julia R.
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PLOTS AVAILABLE AT MOUNT LEBANON CEMETERY
Temple Sholom has Cemetery Plots for sale at Mount Lebanon in Iselin. There are singles, doubles  
and several multiple plots available.  We offer plots at well below the going rate as a consideration  
for our community. Non-Jewish spouses and immediate family members can also purchase plots  

alongside their loved ones where available. 

Please call Eric Brown 732-407-2808 with your questions and/or interest for more information.

When you think about what you’d like to leave  
behind, please consider a legacy gift to Temple Sholom.

Please contact me if this is something you have 
thought about or would like to consider.

Bruce Harris, Endowment Committee 
marxman@comcast.net
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 
Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 

Higgins Home for Funerals, Inc. 
 Serving the Jewish community since 1868 

 Prearranged Payment Plans 

 Out of State Services 

 Family 
owned and 
operated 
for over 
135 years. 

Watchung 

752 Mountain Boulevard 

Plainfield 

209 West 8th Street 

(908)756-0017 

Eighth of a 
page ads. 
Next page is 
quarter/half 
page ads 

Show Your  
Temple Pride!

Mugs, tote bags and car  
magnets are available for  
purchase in the Temple office.  
Please make checks payable  
to Temple Sholom.

MAGNETS $3
MUGS $8 
TOTE BAG $5

PLOTS AVAILABLE AT MOUNT LEBANON CEMETERY
Temple Sholom has Cemetery Plots for sale at Mount Lebanon in Iselin. There are singles, doubles  
and several multiple plots available.  We offer plots at well below the going rate as a consideration  
for our community. Non-Jewish spouses and immediate family members can also purchase plots  

alongside their loved ones where available. 

Please call Eric Brown 732-407-2808 with your questions and/or interest for more information.
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TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One) 
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and 

for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15) as 
well as regular donations are welcome.  

 

I would like to donate  $18  $36 $54  Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in 
 Honor /  Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

 My check is enclosed  Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only) 
GENERAL FUNDS

 Building Beautification Fund  
 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  
 Congregants’ Emergency Fund 

 To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits 
 Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  

 To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment 
 Hospitality Fund  
 Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund 
 Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund 

 To provide an annual special program for this membership group 
 Mortgage Retirement Fund 
 Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple 
 Prayerbook Fund 
 President’s Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple 
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Temple Sholom Endowment Fund 
  Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund  
 Temple Sholom Wish List Donation 
 Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities 
 Unrestricted Temple Donation 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rahway, N.J. 

Permit No. 712 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
1925 LAKE AVENUE 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

DATED MAIL 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
 

 A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities 
 For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple     
youth. 

 Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund 
 Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

 For teacher education workshops 
 Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  

 For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the 
Religious School 

 Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
 For special & adult eduation programs 

 Religious School Equipment Fund 
 To purchase equipment for the Religious School 

 Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning 
 To support and publicize lifelong learning 

 Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships 
 The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School 

 To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or music  
     programming 

TEMPLE SHOLOM
1925 LAKE AVENUE
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Non Profit Org.
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
Rahway, N.J.

Permit No. 712

TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One)
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and  
for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15)  

as well as regular donations are welcome

I would like to donate 0 $18 0 $36 0 $54 0 Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in
0 Honor / 0 Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 
0 My check is enclosed 0 Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only)

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
0  A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities  

For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple youth.

0  Chai Campership Fund 
To support our youth in attending Jewish camp & travel to Israel 

0  Education Inclusion Fund 
  Funds staffing and resources to support successful inclusion of children 
with special needs in educational programs

0  Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund
0  Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

For teacher education workshops

0  Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  
For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the  
Religious School

0  Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
For special & adult eduation programs

0  Religious School Equipment Fund  
To purchase equipment for the Religious School

0  Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning  
To support and publicize lifelong learning

0  Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships
0  The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School  

To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or  
music programming

GENERAL FUNDS
0  Building Beautification Fund
0  Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
0  Congregants’ Emergency Fund  

To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits

0  Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  
To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment

0  Hospitality Fund
0  Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund
0  Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund  

To provide an annual special program for this membership group

0  Mortgage Retirement Fund
0  Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple
0  Prayerbook Fund
0  Harold Schwartz Presidents’ Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple

0  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
0  Temple Sholom Endowment Fund  

Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund

0  Temple Sholom Wish List Donation
0  Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities
0  Unrestricted Temple Donation
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