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TEACHER APPRECIATION  

SHABBAT SERVICE ON MAY 15TH!
This is a special service to honor our teachers, aids & madrichim 

to honor our amazing teachers who are rising up during this 

challenge to keep our students strong and growing. See inside 

for details on how you can show your appreciation.

April (past)/May 2020 Nissan (past)/Iyyar/Sivan 5780

The Newsletter of Temple Sholom
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
Temple Sholom is a Reform Jewish congregation that welcomes traditional and non 
traditional Jewish families and individuals, aspiring to create a warm and caring  
Jewish atmosphere fostering inclusiveness and community. We engage in life long 
learning, worship, lifecycle events and social action (Tikun Olam), while cultivating  
a love and understanding of our Jewish heritage and promoting the perpetuation  
of Judaism. Temple Sholom strives to be an inclusive and accessible synagogue,  
welcoming to all who wish to meaningfully participate in our Jewish community.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU! 
Rabbi Abraham, Cantor Sharlein and the office staff are 
available by phone or by email. Please reach out if you 

need anything or can help with anything….even if you just 
want to reach out to say say hello!

As a precautionary measure, the Temple office will not be 
open to the public at this time. Staff may be working in 
the office, but we appreciate your understanding in the 

closing of the building.
 

Please stay safe and be well!



Under the new Mishpakha Benefactor program, members 
who give 18% (Chai), 36% (Double Chai), 54% (Triple 
Chai) or 108% (Pillar) over the Sustaining Amount are 
recognized as Benefactors. We thank them for their 
commitment to and generous support of Temple Sholom. 
 
INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW YOU CAN BECOME A 
BENEFACTOR?   
Contact Mark Nussenfeld at 908.305.1061 or  
president@sholomnj.org 

PILLAR BENEFACTORS

Ellen Berman

Natalie Darwin

Bill & Sandra Dreier

Daniel & Ellen Wolff

TRIPLE CHAI

David & Linda Nieporent

Mark & Sandra  
   Nussenfeld

DOUBLE CHAI

Austin & Stacey Bender

Marvin & Pam Brander

Lynda Goldschein

Claire Greenberg

Robin Lyons

David Richmand

Janet Weinstein

CHAI

Michael Barmak &  
   Connie Foland

Rachael & Joel Camargo

Marjorie Cohen

Roger & Adrienne  
   Graubard

Bruce & Jill Harris

Alice Jaffe

Matt Klein & Nicole  
   LaCorte-Klein

Jeffrey Messing &  
   Grace Braverman

Alan Nacht

George & Marlene     
   Pogosky

James & Stacey Pritchett

David & Jennifer Silverman

Jill & Christopher Wallis

Temple Topics is published 6 times each year by  
Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.  

This newsletter is available at no cost to subscribers.

Thank you to our Benefactor Members

LET US KNOW WHAT IS GOING ON IN YOUR LIFE!
 
Please let us know about your good news and
simchas. We would love to print it in Temple Topics
so that our entire congregation can kvell and shep
nachas with you. Just call, fax or e-mail the Temple
office and share your glad tidings.

Judaism has a moment to share joys and sorrows
with the community—an Aliyah. Please call the
Temple office by Wednesday morning of any given 
week if you would like an Aliyah for the following 
Shabbat.

If you become ill or are hospitalized, please  
let us know. Rabbi Abraham would like to visit  
you, and we would like to add your name to our  
Mi-Sheberach list. The hospital is NOT allowed  
to contact the Temple or the Rabbi unless you  
explicitly request them to do so.

Note: To let us know about your news, please  
contact the Temple office directly.

Temple Sholom
A Reform Congregation affiliated with the

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)

 Rabbi Joel N. Abraham

 Rabbi Emeritus Gerald A. Goldman

 Cantor Darcie Naomi Sharlein

 President Mark Nussenfeld

 Director of Education  Jennifer Levine

 Temple Administrator  Barbara Cooke

 Bookkeeper  Amy Levoy

 Religious School 
 Administrative Assistant open

 Editor  Lisa Tannenbaum

 Advertising Coordinator  Linda Nieporent

 Temple Phone  908.889.4900

 E-mail  sholom@sholomnj.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD

 President  Mark Nussenfeld 

 1st VP Pamela Brander

 2nd VP Bill Nadel 

 Secretary  Jonathan Kaplan 

 Treasurer  Linda Nieporent 

 Asst. Treasurer Eugene Schulman 

 Immediate Past President Karyn R. Weingarten  

HONORARY MEMBERS 
OF THE BOARD

Marjorie Cohen  

Natalie Darwin 

William Dreier 

Sandra Dreier

Catherine Gilbert 

Luna Kaufman

Suzanne M. Lyte 

 

 
Sandra Nussenfeld 

Steven Saltzman 

Martin Schwartz

Susan Sedwin 

Neil Smith 

Lucille Taub

Susan Weiseman

TRUSTEES

David Carton

Lisa Drapkin

Geri Flood

Dan Jablon

Matt Klein 

 

 
Aron Laufer

David Liss

Lainie Sokolsky

Jill Wallis
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR EVERYONE

Services
You can find the livestream of our Temple Shabbat services on the Temple webpage under 
Worship and streaming - or here: https://www.sholomnj.org/worship/streaming-services
 
Shabbat 
Friday, 5/15 - 7:30pm - Teacher Appreciation
Friday, 5/22 - 7:30pm
Friday, 5/29 - 6pm - Sunset Kabbalat Shabbat - co-led by our 3rd grade - BYO Instruments
 
Shavuot - watch for details on the service, Confirmation, and study to come soon!
 
Gathering as a Congregation
We hope to have many opportunities for our congregation to check in and spend some 
social time together. Here are the currently scheduled events (all on Zoom):
 
Temple Sholom Check-In Every Sunday 1pm
Join us for as much or as little works for you. We’ll just be sharing and talking, but we’re 
still working on this, so any suggestions as to timing, frequency, subject/no subject, as we 
go forward, will be greatly appreciated. If you have the skills to host on-line meetings on 
Zoom, please let us know. https://zoom.us/j/856632659

Lunch with Rabbi Abraham - Thursday, May 28th, 12:30 - 1:30pm 
https://zoom.us/j/816495991
We do this on the last Thursday of every month, and are very sorry that so many people 
are too far from the Temple to join us. Well, we’ve solved that problem - we’ll go virtual. 
Make your own lunch, sit at your own table, and join us for lunch and a schmooze.

Lifelong Learning
On-Going Classes : We are currently making our already scheduled learning opportunities 
available on-line. Even if you have not ever joined us for a class before, drop in and join 
us. Texts will be available for download and on-line during the classes. If you can teach or 
have a subject you want to learn, let us know and we’ll try to set it up.

Classic Jewish Folklore Collections - Tuesdays, 10:30am - noon -  
https://zoom.us/j/849327237
In the 1970’s, various collections of Jewish folktales were published and purchased as  
Chanukah and house-warming gifts. What do these stories tell about us as Jews - both 
about what we have preserved as stories, and why we chose to keep telling these  
particular stories. A few different stories each week - and then the self-analysis begins.

To Do the Right and the Good - Thursdays, 8 - 9pm - https://zoom.us/j/665836552
A discussion of Elliot Dorff’s book on a Jewish approach to social ethics. Texts will be 
posted on the Temple calendar and website, before the class.
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CANTOR’S CORNER

These are difficult times. I hope you and your loved ones are all 
healthy and safe.

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the two month mark 
of social distancing. Life is turned upside down, and while it’s not 
always easy, we manage the best we can. 

A few months ago, could we have imagined life without sports 
practices and dance classes, trips to the gym and outings to the 
movies, playgrounds and birthday gatherings? Sometimes it feels as if the days run into 
each other. Lacking our regular schedules running here and there, it can be hard to keep 
track of the time. Judaism can help us break through the monotony and infuse our days 
with special meaning. Shabbat is our original way of organizing time, going back to the 
very beginning of the Torah. After working for six days to create the world, God  
rested – and so we do, too. 

Our strongest association with Shabbat may be Friday night – Shabbat dinner with  
candles, wine or juice, and challah. Less common for us in the Reform movement is the 
tradition of Shabbat lunch on Saturday. This is an equally wonderful way to make the  
day special. At this time when we are at home more than we used to be, I urge you to  
give Shabbat lunch a try. Surely you are already eating lunch on Saturday! It takes just 
a little intentionality and a couple of prayers to turn an it-could-be-any-day lunch into a 
Shabbat lunch.

  •  Just like on Shabbat evening, we have a kiddush (prayer over grape juice or wine).  
The actual blessing is short – just the “borei p’ri hagafen” line – but is traditionally  
preceded by V’shamru (which we also sing at services Friday nights): 

V’shamru v’nei Yisra-eil et haShabbat, la-asot et haShabbat l’dorotam b’rit olam. Beini 
uvein b’nei Yisra-eil ot hi l’olam, ki sheishet yamim asah Adonai et hashamayim v’et ha-
arets, uvayom hash’vi-I shavat vayinafash.

The people of Israel shall keep Shabbat, observing Shabbat throughout the ages as a  
covenant for all time. It shall be a sign for all time between Me and the people of Israel,  
for in six days Adonai made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day God ceased from 
work and was refreshed.

Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, Borei p’ri hagafen.

Praise to You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.

 •  Again, just like on Friday night, we continue with Motzi. It’s nice to have challah, 
though any bread will do (it should be covered during Kiddush):

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, haMotzi lechem min ha-aretz.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who brings forth bread from the earth.

 • Enjoy a nice and relaxed meal.

Be well! I look forward to the day when we can all gather together again in person.

Cantor Darcie Sharlein
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PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY MEMO

Thank you to all of you who attended the congregational special  
meeting on Sunday March 1, 2020. With the unanimous approval of 
those in attendance a revision of our mortgage with Unity Bank was  
approved to now have a fixed interest rate of 4.75% for the next 15  
years instead of the current 10-year adjustable rate. With the addition  
of some recent generous donations we were able to reduce the  
principal by $120,000. With this revision your Temple leadership will  
be able to plan for the long term in addition to improving our cash  
flow position immediately. 

Since that time we have arranged with Unity Bank for a three month  
deferral of our mortgage payment for the months of April, May and June of this fiscal year saving 
us around $19,000 this fiscal year. 

Again with Unity Bank’s assistance we were approved for an SBA loan of $66, 845 as part of the 
Federal Payroll Assistance Loan Program. As long as we continue to pay our employees over the 
next few months this loan will be forgiven.     

Over the last few months we have seen the Temple Sholom community step up under difficult 
circumstances for all of us. The Board of Trustees in March reached out to every member to check 
in and the response we received was extremely positive. The few members who needed help were 
taken care of expeditiously. Members brought over Passover food so they could celebrate the holi-
day. Some members did some shopping for other members. A few members in need were provided 
with script grocery cards. The overwhelming response from the community was “what can I do to 
help others”. This attitude of offering help is a credit to people in our community.     

On of the many areas of our cultural life that has been affected by the lock down is the music  
industry. Ellen Berman has created a Classic Concert Series for musicians that have no outlet.   

In an effort to support our working musicians who have had all of their work canceled for the  
foreseeable future, Ellen has created a concert series to provide musicians paying gigs at this  
difficult time. For every $200 they raise, they will add an additional artist to our Corona Classic 
Concerts performance calendar. They have already hired 30 musicians, and with your help, we  
can employ even more. Please donate here If you are not on Facebook, or prefer not to donate 
online, you can send Ellen your direct donation via cash, check, Venmo: Ellen-Berman-9 or Paypal: 
ejb512@aol.com

Linda Wolfe has been sewing facemasks at home for any congregant that is need of one. You can 
contact her at emadama70@gmail.com

Alex Bernstein has been running his Hot and Shticky Virtual Comedy workshop every other Sunday 
night at 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  Please refer to the Temple website for the dates. 

Richie Tannenbaum has produced an online workout video for those of in dire need of a safe  
effective workout routine.

Services are continuing on line on Friday nights at the same time schedule. The Rabbi’s classes are 
on line Tuesday Morning and Thursday Night.  The religious school program is conducting classes 
on line. 

The Rabbi and Cantor have been working with our Bar/Bat Mitzvah families to offer alternatives to 
the families that have had to reschedule their Bar/Bat Mitzvah based on availability of dates in our 
Temple calendar and wishes of the family.     

From the beginning of March, we began discussions and planning for our Temple community’s 
response stemming from the COVID-19 outbreak. The Temple’s Executive Committee is following 
developments daily and we will take any action that we need to with the primary goal being the 
health and well-being of our community. We know this situation is difficult for all of us with the 
most difficult part of this being that none of us know what will happen tomorrow or the next day. 
None of us know when we will reach the worst of this. The Temple Sholom Clergy and leadership 
remain committed to being there for you and your family. If you need any assistance or have any 
questions or concerns, please reach out to the Rabbi, Cantor, The Office or myself.     

Respectfully, 

Mark Nussenfeld 
President
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS AND VIEWS

Shalom Temple families,

“In every generation we should feel as if we ourselves  
had left Egypt. Even though we live long after the Exodus 
from Egypt, we must picture ourselves fleeing slavery” 
Children’s Haggadah

As Passover approaches, I am turning my attention to our 
families, and the Jewish education we participate in throughout the years of 
Religious school. As your Education Director over the past five years, I have 
been privy to many challenging moments for both our parents and our  
children. Though when it is happening, it can feel very isolating, I have seen  
so many parents struggle similar issues – resistant children, illness, schedule 
conflicts and family challenges all of sorts – from small to large.

I have also had the joy of seeing our families pray, learn and celebrate  
together through class Shabbats, family track and congregational education 
days. As I reflect, I am most touched by the intention of our families to “do 
Jewish” together -- to experience holiness together. It seems to me that these 
experiences have deepened the bonds of family over the years, and this bond 
is  nourished by the support from the Temple family. I see these connections 
strengthening during family track activities and Shabbat meals.

At our recent congregational education day, one of our activities was to build 
a lego “miskan” with your family that represented your holy place. One of our 
4th grade students made “mom” because  she had come from inside her and 
feels God’s presence in relationship to her. This small ancidote speaks  
volumes about the benefit of the task, the intention of the family, the open-
ness of the child – and the way in which we can toggle between our sacred 
history and lived experience, blending and re-creating.

Parents – if I may leave you with one bit of advice, take the long view as much 
as possible! The journey you and your family are making, day by day, week by 
week and year by year to live a Jewish life is the most important and valuable 
path out there. I know it can sometimes feel repetitive, intrusive or futile, but 
what greater gifts to impart on your family than the gifts of togetherness  
and holiness?

May your Passover be nourishing and fun!

Jennifer Levine 
Director of Education
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Temple Sholom Annual Meeting Sunday, June 7th, 1pm  
We will be voting on the slate of the 2020-21 Board of Trustees and 

the budget. Winner of the Penny Margolies Award, Achievement 
Award and the President’s Awards will be announced!

MEATLOAVES NEEDED TO FEED THE HUNGRY
Our volunteers would have been going to help serve meatloaves to the 
hungry at St. John’s Soup Kitchen on 5/29, but St. John’s has limited their 
volunteers for safety reasons. They do not need volunteers to help serve, 
but would appreciate us donating meatloaves, as usual.

St. John’s also has a HUGE need for face masks & are looking for people 
to make/donate face masks for the homeless clients.

Barbara will be at the Temple on Tuesdays when you can drop off your 
fully cooked meatloaves between 9am - 1pm in the vestibule. They will 
immediately be put into the freezer to be stored until Friday, May 29th. If 
you cannot drop off your meatloaves and live in the Scotch Plains/West-
field/Cranford/Plainfield area, Jill and Bruce Harris will make arrange-
ments to pick them up from you using gloves, masks & social distancing 
measures. You can contact Jill at jillharris@comcast.net

MEATLOAVES NEEDED

MEMORIAL BOARD OPPORTUNITY

Electronic Memorial Plaques now $72 each, with picture/bio $90
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2020

Since leaving our previous home in Plainfield & moving into our building in Scotch Plains 
that does not have enough space for traditional brass plaques on the walls, we have  

installed an electronic display that is housed in the Temple lobby, flanked by the  
decorative ark doors from the Plainfield synagogue, maintaining the sacred nature of 

the space. You can search for yahrzeits anytime on the touchscreen, but on Shabbat, the 
names of those whose yahrzeits occur on that week will appear, if they have a plaque.

Please contact Sandra Nussenfeld, Memorial Alcove Coordinator, at 
tarheel1979@verizon.net or 908-889-7467
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS MONTH’S B’NEI MITZVAHS

LILAH SEIDEN is excited and working hard toward 
becoming a Bat Mitzvah on May 9th, 2020. She 
is currently in 7th grade at Terrill Middle school 
where her favorite subjects are math and social 
studies. In her free time Lilah loves baking, snap 
chatting and hanging with her little sister, Charlotte 
although that is hard for her to admit. For her mitz-
vah project, Lilah has been spending Tuesday nights at Ashbrook 
Nursing Home spending time and playing games with the elderly 
residents who often do not have the opportunity to interact with 
young people. Lilah is grateful to the Rabbi, Cantor and to her 
family for helping to prepare her for her special day. 

KATE HANNAH WOLFF will become a Bat Mitzvah on 

May 23, 2020. She is a seventh grader at Terrill Mid-

dle School in Scotch Plains. Her favorite school sub-

jects are Science and Language Arts and she loves 

to read, when she’s not binge-watching Netflix shows. 

The activity outside of school that Kate enjoys the most 

is competitive swimming and she had a successful season 

this winter with the JCC Barracudas. She will attend the Junior 

Maccabee Games for the second year in a row representing the JCC 

of Central New Jersey here in Scotch Plains.  For her Mitzvah project, 

Kate is raising money for the Swim Strong Foundation, which provides 

free and affordable swim lessons for children and adults. The past four 

summers, Kate has attended Camp Silverlake in the Catskills. This up-

coming summer, she will try something new at a summer program on a 

college campus where she will try her hand at solving a crime, cupcake 

decorating and molecular gastronomy. Kate loves to bake, often mak-

ing herself “cake in a mug” for her after school snack, and to travel. In 

lieu of a big Bat Mitzvah celebration, she has chosen to take a family 

vacation to Greece instead. Kate loves to spend quality time with good 

friends and with her golden retriever, Sandy, and sometimes even with 

her older brother, Andrew. 
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GABRIELLE SCHIFF, a student at Terrill Middle 
School, will become a Bat Mitzvah on May 30, 
2020. In her free time, Gabrielle loves dancing, 
paying basketball and spending time with her fam-
ily and friends.  Gabrielle is an amazing big sister 
and for her Mitzvah project, she will be raising 
money for Fragile X research in honor of her broth-
er, Zachary, who was diagnosed with Fragile X Syndrome when 
he was a baby. Fragile X Syndrome is the most common form of 
inherited developmental disability and a leading cause of autism. 
She will also be participating in a variety of volunteering projects, 
including Rockin’ for Autism. 

Gabrielle is looking forward to celebrating he special day with her 
family and friends.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS MONTH’S B’NEI MITZVAHS

 Welcome to our newest member: 
Asher Finn Moy Herman, born 4/15/20

Mazal Tov to Janet Kahn on her granddaughter, Becca Madison Kahn,  
becoming a Bat Mitzvah in St. Louis on May 2nd 

Mazal Tov to parents Matt and Carrie Kahn

MAZAL TOV

PLEASE SAVE YOUR UNWANTED CLOTHING!
The Confirmation class of 5781 had to postpone their 
clothing drive this spring. We know many of you are  
taking this time at home to purge. Please save your  

unwanted for the clothing drive in the fall. 
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Teacher Appreciation Service and  
Thank You Cards and Gift Donations

Friday, May 15th 6:30-7:30   
Teacher Appreciation  & 5th Gr. Shabbat Service

Please join us via Zoom (http://zoom.us/j/686371387) as we honor our  
teachers and madrichim! Now more than ever, we want to honor our amazing 
teachers who are rising up during this challenge to keep our students strong 

and growing

We are asking each child to make special “Thank you 
Cards” for his/her teachers that will be given to the  

teachers during Teacher Appreciation Shabbat.  
The cards can be hand made, done on the computer, or bought cards with a  

personal message.  These cards are very meaningful to our teachers and a wonderful,  

personal way for you to say “thank you” for all your teachers have done this year!

We are asking for donations to buy our teachers special
end-of-the-year gifts to thank them for all of their dedication.
You may be aware that it is the custom of Temple Sholom for families to NOT give  

individual gifts to teachers.   Therefore, for the end of the year we do a special  

“gift collection” for teachers, aides, and volunteers that will be used to buy something  

special for all of them.  All of the money collected will be pooled together and  

specific donor names will not be listed. 

Please mail, e-mail or bring in your cards.   
Donations can be made online or in the office.   

Please bring in cards and donations by May 15th

We would also love for you to email Jennifer (educator@sholomnj.org)  
words of praise for the staff as a whole.  

These will be read out loud during the service

❤❤❤ ❤ ❤❤❤



Virtual Teacher Appreciation Service  
Thank You Cards & Gift Donations 

Friday, May 15th
6:30 -7:30  Teacher Appreciation Zoom ceremony 
Please join us online (https://zoom.us/j/686371387) as we honor our teachers and mad-
richim! Now more than ever, we want to honor our amazing teachers who are rising up 
during this challenge to keep our students strong and growing. 

We are asking each child to make special “Thank you Cards” for his/her teachers and mail 
them to the Temple.
The cards can be hand made, done on the computer, or bought cards with a personal 
message.  These cards are very meaningful to our teachers and a wonderful, personal way 
for you to say “thank you” for all your teachers have done this year! We will mail them to 
the teachers.
We are also  asking for donations to buy our teachers special
end-of-the-year gifts to thank them for all of their dedication.
You may be aware that it is the custom of Temple Sholom for families to NOT give individ-
ual gifts to teachers. Therefore, for the end of the year we do a special “gift collection” for 
teachers, aides, and volunteers that will be used to buy something special for all of them. 
All of the money collected will be pooled together and specific donor names will not be 
listed.
 
Please mail or email your cards. Donations can be made online (https://www.sholomnj.
org/event/teacher-appreciation-gift-donations-2020.html) or in the office. Please send 
cards and donations by May 5th

We would also love for you to email Jennifer (educator@sholomnj.org) words of praise for 
the staff as a whole. These will be read out loud during the service.
persional
Temple Sholom Teachers, Madrichim, and Volunteers
 
Sunday Teachers
Art                   Ellen Berman, April Rosenthal with help from Emerson Carton, Joelle Tan-
nenbaum, & Jake Tannenbaum
Music               Cantor Darcie Sharlein with help from Ari Barmack
K/1/2 grade    Linda Wolf with help from Ben Serna
3rd grade         Marcia Flood and Sophie Drapkin
4th grade         Randi Sheps & Geri Flood with help from Zach Muhlstock
5th grade         Erika Green & Rachel Binkowitz with help from Daniel Serna
6th grade         Raphael Kasen with help from Wesley Lewis
Kesher             Ellen Berman
Substitutes      Alex Bernstein, Matt Bergman
One on One Specialist  Marisa Bergman
 
Tuesday Teachers
Hebrew Tutor  Claire Bisgay
3rd grade        Erika Green & Rachel Binkowitz with help from Ethan Banks and Daniel Ser-
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Torah Scribe, Neil Yearman working on repairing our torah.

In the midst of chaos, there is opportunity. During this pandemic, these  
congregants took the opportunity to help others by providing a service,  
offer protection and/or put a smile in your heart: 

Our Congregational Seder Chef, RICHIE TANNENBAUM is doing a series of FREE home 
workout videos to inspire you to stay active while being home. Richie is a certified person-
al trainer in NYC and a great guy! Here is a link to the second video of the series and if you 
are interested in more, or have any questions about staying fit during quarantine, email 
richietann@gmail.com.

LINDA WOLF volunteered to make face masks for all congregants. She got an overwhelm-
ing response. To date, Linda has made 125 masks and continues to get requests. If you 
need a mask, reach out to Linda  at emadama70@gmail.com
“I’m really thankful to be well and help others stay well and to fill my days with something 
purposeful.” ~Linda

ALEX BERNSTEIN has kept us laughing with his Home & Shticky virtual comedy work-
shops. Along with his associate, Tom Wrigley, Alex will be holding more workshops, so 
look for information on their next Comedy Night.

LINDA NIEPORENT has been good enough to keep the Scrip box at her home in Fan-
wood, making Scrip accessible to those that want to purchase it. If you would like to pur-
chase Scrip with porch pickup, contact her at Treasurer@sholomnj.org or 908-420-3871. 
Thank you Linda!

PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING THE SERNA FAMILY RAISE FUNDS  
FOR THE CROHN’S & COLITIS FOUNDATION
We’re inspired by friends and family supporting a variety of important causes at this time. 
For many, priorities have been clarified, particularly how grateful we feel when we’re 
healthy. For Crohn’s disease patients like me, health is always a pressing concern. 

We want to help the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation (CCFA) continue its work toward im-
proved treatments, a future cure, and resources for people like me during COVID-19.  
So we are again fundraising for CCFA NJ’s annual walk (which may have to be virtual this 
year) and would love your support. If you find it within your means this year, we’d truly 
appreciate your help in making a difference. Click here>>. 

- Emily Serna & family

MITZVAHS UNDER QUARANTINE

<  Torah Scribe, Neil Yearman working on repairing our torah.

12



In an effort to support our working musicians who have had all of their work canceled for 
the foreseeable future, I have created a concert series to provide them paying gigs at this 
difficult time. Between what I personally budgeted and the 19K we have raised, we have 
already hired 80 musicians and are fully funded through the end of May.
 
I believe the need for this series will continue, but our donations have greatly slowed 
down. I’m asking my Temple community to please donate to my music series, whether it’s 
$10, $18, or $36 or some other amount.
 
We are literally putting food on people’s tables.  99% of the artists have said they are us-
ing the money for groceries. Our series has also donated $800 to Musicians on a Mission 
(MOAM) who have donated that money to Fulfill, the food pantry of Monmouth and Ocean 
counties, which services the Asbury Park area.
 
Times are tough, but if you have a few bucks to share, you will be doing a great mitzvah 
for these unemployed musicians while keeping live music alive and accessible to those of 
us who are in self quarantine!
 
Please donate to our fundraiser on Facebook 
 
For those who prefer gofundme, we now have the Ellen Berman fund to Employ Musical 
Artists. 
 
Or you can also send me money via check or directly via Venmo to @Ellen-Berman-9 or at 
Paypal: ejb512@aol.com
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Barry Schenk, longtime member of Temple Sholom

Roselle Lipkin, aunt of Linda Wolf

Denise Kurish, cousin of Ann Saltzman

David Teschner, father of Michael Teschner

Dr. Joseph David Rosen & Doris Rosen, parents of Mark Rosen

Irv Winoker, longtime member of Temple Sholom

Marilyn Bender, mother of Austin Bender

Maxine Roth, grandmother of Ben Ginter

Ira Warner, uncle of Robin Lyons

Dr. Joseph David Rosen, father of Mark Rosen

Jeanne Bancroft, cousin of Karyn Weingarten

CONDOLENCES

Nice Job!
For her Bat Mitzvah Project, 12 year old Andi Lerner has helped people in our local com-
munity and throughout the country celebrate their birthdays.  Her goal was simple, to 
bring a smile to people’s faces and brighten their day, since they couldn’t celebrate their 
birthdays with friends and family in the way they usually do.  Andi created birthday cards 
and collected money to fund amazon gift cards which she mailed out to friends, family, 
and friends of friends, in time for them to open the cards on their birthdays.  In total Andi 
sent out 30 cards to people in 8 different states, ranging in age from 4 years old to 58 
years old.  She was also able to donate some of the leftover money to provide meals from 
local Scotch Plains/Fanwood restaurants to front line hospital workers and to the World 
Health Organization.



Thank you so much to everyone who donated to  
my Mitzvah project collection. On February 6th, we  
delivered a mini-van full of over 80 hats, 40 pairs of 
gloves, 200 disposable rain ponchos, boxes of food and 
more, to St. John’s Soup Kitchen in Newark. Without 
the help from the congregation, we definitely wouldn’t 
have been able to provide this much to St. John’s and 
I am very grateful. A special thanks to Miss Linda Wolf 
and Ms. Dona Teschner for the amazing scarves and 
hats that they made.

When my mom and I went to St. John’s to drop off 
the donations, I also helped distribute some of the 
rain ponchos that were collected. Since it was a rainy, 
cloudy day, people were very grateful for them. The 
people who come to St. John’s are so appreciative of 
everything that the volunteers there do. When I was 
there I felt very empowered by how kind everyone was. 
It made me feel so happy when someone thanked me 
for the donations. I think that everyone should feel that 
feeling at least once in their lives. Thank you again for 
donating to my collection!

THANK YOU NURSES 
As you may have read, on April 21, 2020 thirty-four nurses arrived in  
New Jersey from Colorado to help aide our medical workers through  
a partnership between the Catholic Healthcare Partnership of NJ and  
Centura Health Colorado.  The nurses are helping at: St. Peter’s (New 
Brunswick); St. Joseph’s (Paterson) and Trinitas (Elizabeth) hospitals. 

Temple member Mindy Carton is from Colorado and was touched after 
hearing about this selfless act.  With her family, they decided to make 
 individual ‘thank you’ notes and chocolate chip banana breads for each  
of the nurses and deliver them along with a 6ft banner saying thank you.  
The nurses were overwhelmed by this and amazed that residents of NJ 
were reaching out to say thank you.  

As a family, they thought it would be nice if others wanted to show their 
appreciation by preparing a home-made treat, be it cards or baked goods.  

Some nurses will be here until May 17th and others until May 24th.  They 
are staying at hotels and have left loved ones, children and elderly parents 
behind in Colorado to come help.   

Let’s show them that Temple Sholom 
of Scotch Plains, NJ supports them.  If 
you are interested in helping to say 
thanks, items can be dropped at their 
home.  They will handle delivery of the 
items.  Please reach out to Mindy di-
rectly at mindy@cartonpr.com by MAY 
8th for more information and/or if you 
plan to donate.

CARTONS CARING

^ Emerson Carton
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Tales of Tikkun Olam  By Lynn Mollick
“Even a Small Good Deed Brings Light to the Darkness”

Have you ever wanted to be part of a group, but felt that you didn’t fit in because you were different? Maybe 

you were a newcomer to the group, or the group’s youngest member, or the only woman or the only man.  

You probably felt at least a little uncomfortable and out-of-place.   

Temple Sholom is committed to inclusion, to making every person feel part of this community, regardless of 

their age or abilities.  We’re an “Able-Awarded” congregation with a physical plant that encourages inclusion. 

We have ramps as well as stairs, bathrooms and water fountains that are wheelchair accessible, large print 

prayer books, sanctuary seating with arms that are helpful for standing and sitting with the congregation 

during prayer.  We also have portable headsets and a hearing loop in our foundation for anyone who can’t 

quite make out sermons or song. 

Commitment to inclusion plays out in our religious school where it’s understood that children learn in 

different ways. The curriculum is multi-disciplinary, employing art, music, and discussion, as well as books. 

The emphasis is on quality of learning rather than quantity.  What matters is understanding the spirit of 

customs and prayer.     

A few students in our religious school have emotional difficulties and a few others have learning challenges. 

When any child has a problem with the curriculum, staff gets together to assess, plan and meet with parents 

when needed to solve that problem.  

The religious school has a credentialed special education teacher and there are tutors and teenage 

volunteers who help children master Hebrew and sustain attention during class.  A behavior analyst consults 

on classroom management. Every child is helped to develop a strong Jewish identity, be part of the group, 

and have some fun.  

Do you want to be part of advancing inclusion at Temple Sholom? Here are four things you can do:  

 1.  Make a donation to the Temple Sholom Educational Inclusion Fund when you want to commemorate an 

important event. Email: bookkeeper@sholomnj.org with information about the person or event you’re 

commemorating and mail your check in any amount to Temple Sholom, 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch 

Plains, NJ 07076. Donations to the fund have supplied the religious school with: 

  •  Portable microphones that amplify teachers’ voices just enough for students to hear when voices 

from nearby classrooms interfere. 

  •  A sensory toolbox filled with spinners, fidgets, squeeze balls and other items that discharge extra 

energy and enable children to attend to their lessons. 

  •  “Wiggle cushions” for active bodies and chairs modified for restless feet. 

  •  iPads that help auditory learners listen to and learn prayers and Torah portions.

  •  Flashcards with sandpaper letters that help sensory learners master Hebrew letters by tracing them 

with their fingers. 

  •  Donations will also enable teachers to receive additional training. 

 2.  Volunteer in the religious school. The only requirement is a desire to help and the commitment of a 

few hours each week. You don’t need to know Hebrew to be a tutor, and if you’d like to shadow a child, 

you’ll receive some training. 

 3.  Join the Inclusion Committee. The members are passionate about making everyone feel welcome at 

Temple Sholom. To learn more, contact the Committee Chair, Josh Bornstein at JGBornstein@gmail.com 

.

 4.  When you come to temple, follow the advice congregant Michael Loberfeld offered in his Jewish 

Disabilities Month d’var Torah: “Bring people who are on the fringes of your life into the center of your 

life and give them a place in your journey.  Be drawn to people who might be different from you. Let 

strangers become acquaintances, and let acquaintances become friends.” 

When you meet Michael at temple and experience his sweet smile and friendly manner, you’ll surely feel 

welcomed into the community.  You’ll also understand how Temple Sholom’s commitment to inclusion has 

helped Michael feel “loved and accepted for who I am.” 

Even a small good deed brings light to the darkness. 

“Tales of Tikkun Olam” will be back in the next issue of Temple Topics.  If you have a favorite charity or 
social action group you’d like to see featured, please contact me at LynnMollick@gmail.com . 
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Great ideas. If possible, perhaps you or Jakob can write something 
about his incredible film, “Writer’s Block.”

CONGRATULATIONS YOUNG ARTISTS!

ADAM WACHTEL volunteered his time for several hours after school each week in  
January and February to create a beautiful mural on the walls of McKinley Elementary 
School. Mazal Tov to Adam on his Growing Hearts and Minds project! You can watch the 
video all about it here.

JAKE TANNENBAUM for his film “Writer’s Block” winning 1st Place in Comedy in the Laker 
Film Festival. Jake was also recognized by the Westfield Board of Education for winning 
first place for his public service announcement video on substance abuse in the  
7th Annual Westfield Municipal Alliance Palooza Contest. Synopsis of 

Westfield Board of Education Meeting and Workshop on February 4, 2020 
By Superintendent Margaret Dolan 

 

 
 
On behalf of the entire Board, Board President Peggy Oster recognized Westfield High School 
senior Jakob Tannenbaum who was awarded first place for his public service announcement on 
substance abuse in the 7th Annual Westfield Municipal Alliance Palooza Contest.  The 
Westfield Municipal Alliance provides substance abuse prevention education in the Westfield 
community and sponsors the Westfield High School Dream Team, which promotes positive 
decision-making and healthy choices, while creating programs that provide alternatives to 
underage drinking and drug use. 
 
PERSONNEL 
The Board accepted with regret the retirement of: 

• Eileen Cambria, Franklin School Principal, effective June 30, 2020 
• Joseph Harris, Substitute Teacher, effective February 1, 2020 
• Robin Ince, Franklin School Nurse, effective June 30, 2020 
• Donna Streaman, Substitute Paraprofessional, effective February 1, 2020 

 
Dr. Harris’ doctorate in microbiology has made him a valued substitute in our secondary 
schools. Mrs. Streaman previously worked in our district for more than a decade as a 
paraprofessional who was patient and responsive to the needs of her students. Mrs. Ince has 
been an integral member of the Franklin School staff, addressing each child’s needs with calm, 
personalized care to make the child feel comfortable and safe. 
 
I thank Dr. Cambria for both of her careers in Westfield, first as a wonderful teacher at Franklin 
School, where she was a leader among her peers in promoting strong instruction in literacy, and 
later, as the building principal where her commitment to learning has been contagious. Dr. 
Cambria has been in the forefront of incorporating character education into the elementary 
curriculum and has led the Franklin staff in meaningful work on social and emotional learning. 
She is a gracious and comprehensive resource for parents and an enthusiastic supporter of 
every one of her students. Her strength and leadership will be missed, not only at Franklin but 
throughout the district. 
 
I wish all four staff members a happy and productive retirement.  
 
FACILITIES 
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On March 6th we had a  
Jewish Camp Service for all 
those that were thinking of  
attending Jewish summer 
camp.  Pictured are our  
custodian, Carlos, along with 
Pam and Marv Brander who 
made S’mores to get you in 
the mood for the service.

WOMEN ON OUR OWN

WOOO is an active group of Temple members, 
comprised of widows, women who are divorced, 
or single. Women On Our Own can’t meet in person, 
but are staying in touch by Zoom meetings on Sundays.

▲  Neil is pictured with Rabbi Abraham and 
Cantor Sharlein.
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^  The Temple’s ace handyman,  
David Drapkin. David is on the Building 
and Grounds Committee and we thank 
him for all he does around the Temple.

TEMPLE TIMES
 

Mazal Tov to our 5th Graders who led Shabbat Services on Feb. 27th, as well as their 
teachers; Erika Green, Rachel Binkowitz, Lisa Rossello, Ellen Berman and aide Daniel 
Serna. Also pictured are Rabbi Abraham, Jennifer Levine and Cantor Sharlein.

Ellen Berman 
displaying her motto-
Tikkun Olam
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Sandy Abraham, Lisa Rossello, Rita Ferraro and Ellen  
Berman putting together the college mailing February 2020.

MORE TEMPLE TIMES
 
Three times a year, Ellen Berman and her mailing crew get together to mail holiday 
gift packages to our college students and young working people. They want to make 
sure they know Temple Sholom is still thinking of them while they are pursuing their 
goals beyond the Temple. This package included hamantaschen, Purim information 
and, of course, chocolate! There will be a fund coming soon for college and young 
working people outreach.

Michael & Genna Chocky 4/2

Alan & Marian Sepinwall  4/2

Wendy & Jeff Sklarin  4/4

Merrill & Lucille Taub  4/6

Curt & Janis Rubin  4/7

Beth Blitzstein & Emerson Amador 4/11

Amy Zweiman & Chad Springer 4/18

Marvin & Pamela Brander 4/27

Shari & Walter Duralek  4/28

Karen & Frederick Roberts 4/29 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Six  5/1

Rebecca & Raphael Kasen 5/2

David & Lisa Drapkin  5/3

Jed & Susan Feibush  5/16

Julie & Jeff Wimer  5/19 

Michael and Roberta Zito 5/20

Michael & Michelle Sheiowitz 5/22

Deborah & Andrew White 5/23

Nancy & Neal Tepper  5/24

Josh & Jenny Piezas  5/25

Sharon & David Prevost   5/25

Larry Friedman & Jordana       

     Moesch-Friedman  5/26

Loren & Anthony Hsu  5/26

Bryan & Bonnie Loew  5/27

Marni & Kevin Pearce  5/27

Faye & Howard Spieler  5/27

Shari Littman & James Feehan, Jr. 5/29

Alan & Kate Rogozin  5/30

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
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We will be celebrating our May birthdays & anniversaries on May 22.

Mark Blank  4/1

Jodye Darwin 4/1

Jack Ennis  4/1

Evan Juris  4/1

Elisa Brown 4/2

Scott Lerner  4/2

Ryan Ross 4/2

Seth Weingarten 4/2

Steve Zale  4/2

Harold Grodberg 4/3

Stephanie Lichtman 4/3

Ben Sepinwall 4/5

Rebecca Levy-Cruz  4/6

Emma Lipsky 4/6

Eric Marino  4/6

Andrea Leitner 4/7

Adam Bransky  4/8

Lilah Seiden 4/8

Joshua Isaacs 4/9

Miles Weisholtz  4/9

David Silverman 4/10

Steven Lyte 4/11

Yuli Vaidman 4/11

Andrew White 4/11

Dana Ross 4/12

Claire Greenberg 4/13

Sofia LaRosa 4/13

Hanna Pearce 4/13

Alyssa Seiden 4/13

Dorothy Krugman 4/14

Nadine Kaplan 4/15

Allan Tiedrich  4/15

Jeff Dorn 4/16

Aubrey Donson  4/16 

Patrick Hoffer  4/16o 

Rachel Camargo 4/17

David Gorbunoff 4/17

Mara Gordon 4/17

Nancie Rothman 4/17

Ruth Liora Sharlein 4/17

Daniel Jablon 4/18

Dr Barry Schenk 4/18

Amanda Schroder  4/18

Stacey Lederman 4/20

Evan Stern  4/20

Ajey Stern 4/20  

Alison Blaschak 4/21

Ben Marino  4/22

Roberta Zito 4/22

Raphael Kasen 4/23

Steven Saltzman 4/23

Bruce Harris 4/24

Larry Trenk 4/24

Michael Barmak 4/25

Cooper Blank  4/25

Brad Herman  4/25

Ethan Klein 4/25

Julia May Rosen 4/25

Cantor Sharlein  4/26 

Miriam Silverman 4/27

Elizabeth Fitzgerald 4/28

Dylan Klein 4/28

Elyse Breit 4/29

Marion Portnoy 4/29

Molly Pritchett 4/29

Joshua Zuckman 4/29

Jude August 5/2

Dan Sussman 5/3

Walter Duralek 5/4

Nicole Gleason 5/4

Benjamin Piezas 5/4

Jill Wallis 5/4

Kate Wolff 5/4

Paul Koizumi 5/5

Karen Schack 5/5

Eileen Mason 5/6

Jeffrey Banks 5/7

Arlene Burstein  5/7

Cathy Gilbert 5/9

Ellen Berman 5/12

Maverick Geller 5/12 

Eric Brown 5/13

Tama Singer 5/13

Bill Nadel 5/14

Scarlett Adelson  5/15

Keren Bornstein  5/15

Skylar Gal 5/15

Dona Teschner 5/15

Emerson Carton 5/17

Leelynn Juris  5/17

Jordana Sheiowitz 5/17

Jonathan Bransky 5/18

Brian Isaacs  5/18

Howard Spieler  5/18

Cassidy Steingart 5/18

Kyra Amsellem 5/19

Gina Banks 5/19

Jacob Jablon 5/19

Wilbur May  5/19

Janis Rubin 5/19

Julie Isaacs 5/20

Geoffrey Koizumi 5/20

Laura Stevens 5/20

Joelle Tannenbaum 5/20

Steven Herzberg 5/21

Simon Levenstein 5/21

Martin Schwartz 5/21

Rhoda Rosenblatt 5/22

Mark Semel  5/22

Brianna Tapanes 5/22

Morgan Bransky 5/23

Lisa Drapkin 5/23

Marshall Krugman 5/23

Ilana Barishman  5/24

Irene K. Britman 5/24

Lynda Goldschein 5/24

Arlene Loewinger  5/24

Lee Loewinger  5/24

Leo Nieporent 5/24

Jordan Cooke 5/25

Arnold Lidsky 5/25

James Feehan 5/26

Levi Tabak 5/26

Sara Lerner 5/27

Evelyn Lieberman 5/27

Gabrielle Schiff 5/27

Micah Sharlein  5/27

Deborah White 5/29

Rachel Lipsky 5/30

Aubrey Steingart  5/30

Doris Ostroff 5/31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!



In this Torah portion, the children of Israel escape to free-
dom across the Sea of Reeds, while Pharaoh’s army gets 
stuck in the mud.  After crossing safely, Moses, and the rest 
of the Israelites, sing to God, in gratitude.

Think back at Your life.  What lessons can you learn from 
your own experiences, of being included‚Ä¶or not being 
included?

For me, I have learning disabilities.  At a young age, I was 
often excluded from playing sports at school. Sometimes, 
the other kids would make up reasons why I couldn’t play 
on Either team, such as by saying there were an odd num-
ber of people who wanted to play.

In baseball, at summer day camp, the other kids told me I 
always had to play right field, since that is where the least 
number of balls were hit.   but on the rare occasion that a 
left handed hitter would come to bat, meaning that the ball 
might actually be hit to me in right field...well, then the oth-
er campers would come over to my area of the field, step in 
front of me, and tell me to stand out of their way.

I know what it feels like to have no friends, because I Had 
no friends- at all- from the time I was 16 years old all the 
way to when I was 27 years old.  I am 41 now.  I am forever 
thankful, that, when I was socially isolated, a Few thought-
ful peers, went against the grain, and warmly and kindly 
offered their hearts and attention to me.  Even though I was 
not very interested in talking to Anybody during that time, 
they still reached out to Me.

These days, sometimes I experience severe anxiety flair-
ups.  When I am anxious: it Feels like extremely negative, 
intrusive thoughts, from my troubled mind, are jumping 
from my mind, to the minds of other people in the room. 
This is scary to me.  I also worry that my facial expressions 
might be a hint to others that something is wrong, and, I 
am spooked out by little sounds, reflections, and flashes of 
light, wondering where they are originating from.  Some-
times, I have been very anxious here at Temple.

I still struggle with this today, and it is not Always easy.

Yet here I am, giving the sermon, on inclusion- That is a 
testament to just how inclusive this Temple is!

When I first joined Temple Sholom, I felt honored when 
Rabbi Abraham addressed me by name right from the first 
time I walked in the door, at the very first service that I 
attended!  I was so honored that the Rabbi and the Cantor 
were talking to me.  Being a part of this Temple commu-
nity over the past 14 years has showed me what love and 
friendship are, and helped me break out of my shell.  And 
for any people in the room who might be shy or new, the 
Rabbi, Cantor, and all the people at Temple Sholom are here 
for you, too. If you think they do not know you yet, go up 
to them after the service and introduce yourself.  Then they 
will start calling You by name, too.

So to bring this back to all of us, don’t our personal expe-
riences with being included.....and not included....make us 
want to include all people in this world, in our thoughts And 
actions?

After all I’ve been through, I feel currently, that I am ac-
cepted and loved for who I am.  I dream a world in which 
Everyone can feel like they are accepted and loved.  We can 
bring this about by loving each other, which means truly 
Knowing each other, seeing the good that is already there, 
deep down.

Find someone who hasn’t been complimented in a long 
time, and given them a compliment- a sincere, honest 
compliment.  Find someone who hasn’t been thoroughly 
listened to in a long time, and sit down and listen to them.  
Some people have not received a compliment in weeks-  or 
even months, perhaps because they haven’t been in many 
conversations.  Right now, there are people, in our midst, 
who need the compliment, even more than many of Us 
might.

What can inclusion mean?  It can mean bringing people 
who are currently on the fringes of our life, into our Hearts, 
into the Center of our life.  It can also mean Including 
people who are not Yet Really a part of our life, and giving 
them a Place in our journey.

Think, about people who might be struggling: from loss, 
from illness, from the complications that sometimes come 
with getting older.... People who might be living in poverty, 
even people halfway across the world-  Bring them in to 
your consciousness.    Actively seek them out, help them.  
Inclusion isn’t only about thoughts, it is also about action. 
Let strangers become acquaintances, and acquaintances 
become friends.

Be drawn to people not only who are similar to you, be 
drawn to people who you think might be different from you.  
Differences, and diversity, create the strongest bonds!

Even include all beings of the earth in your consider-
ations....I challenge you, I challenge also, myself.

Like the Israelites crossing the sea to freedom, we indeed 
can be a part of deliverance and triumph today, and that tri-
umph is not only our own triumph, it is also the role we play 
in the lives of people who need us.  These people in need 
do not always Ask us, they do not always ask in words, we 
have to be vigilant to needs, and offer ourselves.

God created a world in which, throughout time, billions of 
people take the time to grow and live out their own jour-
neys.  We can all play a role in the crossing of the sea, for 
each Other...helping each other, so we, meaning all peo-
ple, can reach that freedom, something that is so sought 
after‚Ä¶

This is how we will all cross over as the Israelites did, to-
gether,   intentionally, together.

In a passage in our prayer book, Chaim Stern asks. “When 
will redemption come?‚Äù,  ‚ÄúWhen we grant everyone, 
what we claim for ourselves”, Stern says.

and, finally, from a secular source, Phil Collins writes, in his 
song, “You’ll be in my heart”: 

“I know we’re different, but deep inside us, we’re not that 
different at all”.

INCLUSION CORNER
The following was the sermon written and delivered by Temple Sholom Inclusion committee member, Michael Loberfeld, as part of 

an inclusion-themed Shabbat service, February 7, 2020, in honor of Jewish Disability Awareness and Inclusion month:
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CASINO NIGHT!!!

Casino Night 2020 was a huge success both for FUN and FUNdraising due to the gener-

osity of so many people! We wish to thank our generous Table Sponsors who covered the 

expenses for Casino Night allowing all of the proceeds from ticket and extra chip sales to 

go straight to fundraising! 

      Congregants                                                                      Businesses
Susan and Neil Sedwin     Higgins Home for Funerals

Steve and Ann Saltzman    Unity Bank

Linda and David Neiporen    Brauer and Hauptman Architects

Robin Lyons                                                   Silverstrom Dental Group

Sandra and Mark Nussenfeld    

Anonymous Donor          

Temple Sholom  Board of Trustees

Temple Sholom Men’s Club

Temple Sholom Sisterhood

We would also like to thank Bill Nadel, Marcia Flood, and Geri Flood for assisting in the 

planning and organization for the event. Many thanks to Barbara Cooke for all of her help 

in getting the word out and for selling our 50/50 chances. A huge thank you to Pam Dorn, 

Marcia Flood, and Geri Flood who spent a fun-filled  afternoon at the Nussenfeld house 

putting together and wrapping prize baskets!  And the prize baskets would not have been 

as terrific as they were without the generous donations from our Religious School families 

and other congregants. 

In addition, we must thank Bill Nadel of Bed Bath& Beyond and Gary Darwin for the gener-

ous prizes they donated from their business associations. Set up for the evening would not 

have been possible without the gracious help of Eric Brown, Jill Harris, and Jason Piltzer 

who gave of their time the afternoon of the event to transport the nearly 50 prize baskets 

from the Nussenfeld house and arrange them in our Casino! Many thanks to Marge Co-

hen, Natalie Darwin, and Linda Wolf for greeting and checking in all the attendees. Final-

ly a big thank you to Pam and Marv Brander for the lovely food spread that they cooked 

and arranged in combination with all the yummy contributions from the many of you who 

attended and shared your culinary talents! All of you made the 2020 Casino Night a huge 

success! Sandra and Mark Nussenfeld, co-chairs

24



The Temple would like to thank the following individuals and families 
 for their recent donations to the funds listed below: 

 
 EDUCATION FUNDS 

  EDUCATION INCLUSION FUND  
In Honor of MICHAEL LOBERFELD’S PRESENTATION OF HIS D’VAR TORAH Claire Bisgay 
 AT THE JDAIM SERVICE ON FEB. 7TH, 2020 
 
In Memory of SOL HARRIS Bruce & Jill Harris 
 MELISSA LEWIS Ian, Wesley & Elana Lewis 
           RABBI NATHANSON ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
In Honor of SAMANTHA NADEL BECOMING A BAT MITZVAH Ann & Steve Saltzman 
 THE BIRTH OF AYLA SAGE WOLF, GRANDDAUGHTER OF 
 SUSAN & JED FEIBUSH 
 LINDA WOLF MAKING FACE MASKS TO KEEP US SAFE Marjorie Leffler,  
  Harry & Adam Wachtel 
 
In Memory of ALFRED WACHTEL Marjorie Leffler, Harry & Adam Wachtel 
 LOUISE & STANLEY DORN Pam & Jeff Dorn 
 BURT BAIDOWSKY  
 CLAIRE SHEITELMAN Children, Grandchildren,  
  The Serna family 
 DAVID GARSHOFSKY Lillian Rubin 
  
  DREIER FAMILY FUND FOR THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
In Memory of AUGUSTUS S. DREIER Adrienne D. Schlossberg 
 LOUIS BADER Claire Bisgay 
 
 RUTH RUTENBERG FUND 
In Memory of SARAH & MORRIS BERGMAN Pamela Leslie Ahlborn 
               
 
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 
 CHAI CAMPERSHIP FUND 
In Memory of ADAM KOPROWSKI The Koprowski family 
 
         GOLDSCHEIN/J. SCHWARTZ CONFIRMATION TRIP SCHOLARSHIP FUND   
In Memory of KATHERINE BISGAY Claire Bisgay 
 
 SANDRA & DANIEL BERMAN FUND FOR LIFELONG LEARNING 
In Honor of ELLEN BERMAN Marjorie Leffler 
 THE BIRTH OF ASHER FINN MOY HERMAN Ellen Berman 
 
GENERAL FUNDS 
 BUILDING BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
In Honor of NEIL SEDWIN The Nadel family  
           
 CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Memory of BLANCHE BADER Claire Bisgay  
 RABBI MARCUS BURSTEIN Maura Geller 
 MITCHELL FRIEDMAN Ethan, Daniel, Aaron & Toby Friedman 
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 MORTGAGE RETIREMENT FUND CONTINUED 
In Memory of LEAH ROSIN Michael L. Rosin 
 LEO KATZ Lucille & Merrill Taub 
  
 DINA HACKMAN Miki Leitner 
 MICHAEL ABRAHAM PIROTIN 
 MARJORIE COHEN’S 1ST COUSINS Nancie Rothman 
 SADIE SALTZMAN Claire Bisgay 
 ILISA LIDSKY Arnold & Margo Lidsky 
 PHILIP LIBERMAN 
 EVELYN GOLDBLOOM 
 JACOB KAWALEK Alan & Mary Kawalek  
 HELEN HARTMAN Michael & Roni Schwarz 
 
 MUSIC FUND 
In Memory of MICHAEL PORTNOY Marion Portnoy 
 
 RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In Honor of LINDA WOLF MAKING FACE MASKS  The Carton family 
  The Nieporent family 
  Carole Kenyon & Ralph Kline 
  Wendy & Steven Herzberg 
  Stephanie Szuch 
 LINDA WOLF WHO DOES SO MUCH FOR OTHERS Claire Bisgay 
  
In Memory of JOEL MESSING Jeffrey Messing & Grace Braverman 
 RONALD PETERSON Harold Yood 
 NANCY SARNOFF The Teschner family 
 SOPHIE JAFFE David Jaffe & Mindy Rogers 
 JOEL BINKOWITZ Bruce & Rachel Binkowitz 
 STANLEY BLOOM Marsha & Jay Bloom 
 HENRIETTE CHESTER 
 MOLLIE FRANK Alice Jaffe 
 JEROME BENDORF Helen Aron 
 JACK JAFFE David Jaffe & Mindy Rogers 
 INDA VAIDMAN Anna & Yuli Vaidman 
 LEYA SHKOLNIK 
 MORRIS KOTLER Wendy & Steven Herzberg 
 MARILYN BENDER Austin & Stacey Bender 
 
 TZEDAKAH FUND 
In Memory of NATHANIEL “BOOTSY” COLE Martha & Tara Cole 
 
 UNRESTRICTED TEMPLE DONATION 
In Memory of WILLIAM H. SCHULDENDREI Robert Schuldenfrei 
 LEONORE D. SCHULDENFREI 
 
 WISH LIST DONATION 
In Memory of LAWRENCE ROSE The Gluck family 
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 CONGREGANTS’ EMERGENCY FUND 
In Memory of BERNARD SASS Rebeca Levy & Bill Sass 
 MERIEM LEVY DE BEJAR 
 JEROME BENDORF Helen Aron 
 MAX POGOSKY Dr. George Pogosky 
 ANNA DINNERMAN Susan Saunders 
 HERB DINNERMAN 
 GEORGE DINNERMAN 
 HARRY FRANK Alice Jaffe 
 JEANETTE BRAVERMAN Grace Braverman & Jeffrey Messing 
 
In Honor of BARBARA COOKE The Nadel family 
 TEMPLE SHOLOM Ann & Steve Saltzman 
   Kim & Neal Leitner 
 
 ENDOWMENT FUND 
In Memory of IRWIN GREENE Judy & Marty Schwartz 
 ELEANORE GREENE 
 JEAN SCHWARTZ 
 
 FRANCES & WILLIAM GOLDSTEIN LIBRARY FUND 
In Memory of BOB OSTROFF Doris Ostroff 
 

             HOSPITALITY FUND 
In Memory of FRANCES KAWALEK Alan & Mary Kawalek 
 
 MORTGAGE RETIREMENT DONATION 
In Honor of  SAMANTHA NADEL BECOMING A BAT MITZVAH Natalie Darwin 
  Marjorie Cohen 
 SPEEDY RECOVERY TO NANCIE ROTHMAN Natalie Darwin 
 THE BIRTH OF AYLA SAGE WOLF, GRANDDAUGHTER Kim & Neal Leitner & family 
 OF SUSAN & JED FEIBUSH 
 LINDA WOLF-THANK YOU FOR MAKING FACE MASKS 
 THE BIRTH OF ASHER FINN MOY HERMAN   
 
In Memory of THEODORE ROSENBLATT Rhoda Rosenblatt 
 LEO CHESTER Marsha Bloom 
 GEORGE KADUSHIN Marion Portnoy 
 RAY PORTNOY 
 LOUISE ROSIN Michael Rosin 
 HERB GOLDSTEIN Cliff & Sandi Sobel 
 NETTIE FEINBERG Eileen Feinberg 
 FANNIE HAFTEL Miki Leitner 
 BETTY HACKMAN Kim & Neal Leitner & family 
 ALLAN SHELDON Talda & Louis Alfonso 
 JEANETTE POPPEL Claire Maizes & family 
 LENWOOD L. BRODIE, SR. Lenwood Brodie, Jr. 
 ROSE WEISS Natalie Darwin 
 PAULA YOOD PETERSEN Dr. Harold Yood 
 MARTIN HOFFMAN Kim & Neal Leitner & family 
 CATHERINE BARONE 
 SALVATOR BARONE 
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APRIL 3

Kate Bendorf

Sandra Berman

Mabel Cain

Elisa B. Diamond

Ruth Diamond

Augusta Dreier

Bruce Edelman

Robert Feibush

Rose Fisher

Mollie Frank Uydess

Elaine Fuhrmann

David Garshofsky

Philip Graubard

Shirley Greene

Carole Haines

Fay Isack

Fay Isack

Robert Joseph

Leonard Kasen

Ruth Kitay

Morris & Paula Kliner

Lillian Lazovick

Irwin Levison

Harris Lipkin

Jacob Loew

Hilda Manchester

Harry Markuse

Moredechai Markuse

Helen Meyer

Joseph Pasmowitz

David Pearl

Norman Pianko

Max Pogosky

Frieda Richard

Lillian Richman

Elias Dovid Ringel

Charlotte Rosin

Robert Rosin

Morris Rummel

Lenore Schuldenfrei

Sylvia Schwartz

Leya Shkolnik

Stella Sigal

Laurie Tornick

Sheva Yampolsky 

APRIL 10

Anna Adelman

Samuel Aronoff

Olive Korb Benghauser

Morris Bergman

Jeanette Braverman

Fanny Brown

Jeffrey Cappel

Gertrude Edelman

Simon Epstein

Sadie Falkow

Henry Fleck

Sadie Goldis

Esther Golin

Leslie Heyman Zinman

Ellen Jablon

Esther N. Jordan

Srul Kofler

Minnie Kolodny

Oren Levy

Sylvia Lichtenstein

Harry Loomar

Rose Mazer

Dora Nadel

Roslyn Nemet

Rhoda Nimetz

Mary Ormston

Ray Portnoy

Salvador Roquet

Gert Rosoff

Harry Rothberg

Howard Schack

Leon Shander

Dorothy Sosin

Jerry Taub

Leib Thorner

Celeste Tornberg

Marvin Van Poznak

APRIL 17 

Philip Adelman

Morris Barnett

Eric Bruch

Celia DeSarno

Steve Deutschmeister

Ira Dinnerman

Augustus Dreier

Dr. E. Gordon Glass

Irving Gordon

Senator Samuel 

Greenberg

Eleanore Greene

Gisya Gutshteyn

Geraldine Isanok

Herman Kahn

Jacob Kawalek

Benjamin Levy

Rose Minkoff

Josef Mutnick

Samuel Orenstein

William Piness

Thelma Korb Polm

Bessie Pustelnick

Jerome E. Rosall

Jean Schwartz

Jennie Silverman

Tom Tucker

Inda Vaydman

Irving I. Werblin

APRIL 24 

Lillian Abrams

Gumersindo Amador

Louis Bader

Bella Banker

Gladys Chanko

Abraham Chernin

Samuel Dubofsky

Sydney Epstein

Mark Feibush

Manny Fiddler

Mitchell Friedman

George Garfinkel

Ruth Grossman

Helen Hartman

friend Ingrid

Barney Kaplan

Paul Katz

Josef Korngruen

Robert Lowenstein

Semyon Magulis

Samuel Margolies

Louis Ohrihgen

Jacob J. Schwartz

Kate Schwartz

Anna Glass Segal

Sissie Shestack

CYCLE OF LIFE
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Max V. Sigal, Jr.

Arleen Stern

Dr. Robert Tobey

Jean Tobey

Faye Yaskulka

MAY 1  

Roselyn Alexander

Arthur Bleiman

Anna Borg

Charlie Dengrove

Sylvia Edelman

Michael Feibush

Nathan Feldman

Arlene Garkofsky

Esther Greenfield

Betty Hackman

Arthur Harrison

Gertrude Kantor

Bernard Katz

Sadie Kraemer

Mortimer Kramer

Samuel Levenson

Dr. Maurice Lipton

Lillian Michaels

Mary Lou Owens

Freida Saunders

Charlie Schubert

Carolyn L. Schwartz

Hannah Shapiro

Samantha Stachel

Ann Stern-Smolowitz

Max Tepper

Hyman Weintraub

 

 

MAY 8 

Paul Aron

Ruth Blitzer

Fanny Block

Miriam Lyte

Barrett Mackta

Bernard Ostroff

Elizabeth R. Palm

Cathy Peckman

William Rubin

Max Saltzman

Samuel H. Schwartz

Janet Shapiro

Martin Umansky

Steven Werner

Richard Wolff 

MAY 15 

Sara Berkowitz

David Bieda

Daniel Blumberg

Bea Chernin

George Cohen

Nicole DiFabrizio

Herbert Fastow

Edward Faust

Edward Faust

Sophie Gorne

Rose Gorsky

Trina Harrison

Ruth Hodes

Robert Jeney

Charles Katsin

Pauline Kaufman

Cima Klein

Gerald Klein

Ira Issac Kolodny

Claire Kolstein

Nathan Lidsky

Kate Lipman

Morris Loomar

Mamie M. Newcorn

Sarah Null

Herbert Owens

Roland Rhodes

Maurice Robinovitz

Selma Rosenblatt

Benjamin Rosin

Ben F. Schwartz

Harriet Serota

Linda Strauss

Jennie Warshaw

Norman Weiss

Benjamin Wexler

MAY 22 

Martha Aragones

Catherine Barone

Sol Bender

Louis Dubkin

Max Gindin

Martha Heyman

Beatrice Hochberger

Abram Kaplan

Mildred Kaplan

Sara Korngruen

Abraham Lasher

Linda Levin

Harold William Lowe

Henry Nieporent

Samuel J. Polay

Samuel Potter

Howard Rothman

Michael Rothman

Abraham Samuels

Olivia Semel

Louis Sobel

Steven Strauss

Flora Taub

William Winneg

MAY 29 

Avram Berkowitz

Fannie Bernstein

Audrey Cohen

Sidney Darwin

William Gindin

Hilda Goldfeder

Abraham Haftel

Rose Hausner

Marianne Ostrand

Irving Rosen

Annette Schlosser

Leonard Schoeman

David Schoenberg

Herman L. Schrager

Herbert Schwartz

Mary Schwartz

Gerald Shaw

Mildred Solomon

Jacob Tedlow

Rose Wexler



THESE TIMES

2020 has sure brought in
A most unwelcome guest
COVID-19 has arrived
NOT at our behest!

This latest of circumstances
Which we had not expected

Exploded throughout our land
Before safeguards were selected.

From toilet paper to prescriptions,
Foodstuffs of every kind

Have the population scrambling
   For items they cannot find.

But now we must keep a distance
From any other folks.

I kid you not my reader
This is not a hoax.

And many who had ventured
To vacation in faraway lands
Find themselves stuck there

The choice out of their hands!

Jobs are cut 
And paychecks too
Those impoverished
Unsure what to do.

But there is a flip side
That it’s only fair to state

The kindness of good Samaritans
The help they offer and donate.

And Theaters and Art Galleries 
Even all Met operas too

Are on television
Free for me and you.

by Neshama Siner
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PLOTS AVAILABLE AT MOUNT LEBANON CEMETERY
Temple Sholom has Cemetery Plots for sale at Mount Lebanon in Iselin. There are singles, doubles  
and several multiple plots available.  We offer plots at well below the going rate as a consideration  
for our community. Non-Jewish spouses and immediate family members can also purchase plots  

alongside their loved ones where available. 

Please call Eric Brown 732-407-2808 with your questions and/or interest for more information.

When you think about what you’d like to leave  
behind, please consider a legacy gift to Temple Sholom.

Please contact me if this is something you have 
thought about or would like to consider.

Bruce Harris, Endowment Committee 
marxman@comcast.net
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Show Your Temple Pride! 
 
Here is Cantor Sharlein modeling our Temple  
Sholom Boat Bag! Mugs and car magnets are also 
available. 
 
All are available for purchase in the Temple office. 
Please make checks payable to Temple Sholom. 
 

 

Magnets $3 
Mugs   $8 
Bags:  $20 

Higgins Home for Funerals, Inc. 
 Serving the Jewish community since 1868 

 Prearranged Payment Plans 

 Out of State Services 

 Family 
owned and 
operated 
for over 
135 years. 

Watchung 

752 Mountain Boulevard 

Plainfield 

209 West 8th Street 

(908)756-0017 

Eighth of a 
page ads. 
Next page is 
quarter/half 
page ads 

Show Your  
Temple Pride!

Mugs, tote bags and car  
magnets are available for  
purchase in the Temple office.  
Please make checks payable  
to Temple Sholom.

MAGNETS $3
MUGS $8 
TOTE BAG $5

PLOTS AVAILABLE AT MOUNT LEBANON CEMETERY
Temple Sholom has Cemetery Plots for sale at Mount Lebanon in Iselin. There are singles, doubles  
and several multiple plots available.  We offer plots at well below the going rate as a consideration  
for our community. Non-Jewish spouses and immediate family members can also purchase plots  

alongside their loved ones where available. 

Please call Eric Brown 732-407-2848 with your questions and/or interest for more information.
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TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One) 
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and 

for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15) as 
well as regular donations are welcome.  

 

I would like to donate  $18  $36 $54  Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in 
 Honor /  Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

 My check is enclosed  Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only) 
GENERAL FUNDS

 Building Beautification Fund  
 Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  
 Congregants’ Emergency Fund 

 To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits 
 Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  

 To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment 
 Hospitality Fund  
 Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund 
 Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund 

 To provide an annual special program for this membership group 
 Mortgage Retirement Fund 
 Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple 
 Prayerbook Fund 
 President’s Discretionary Fund  

To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple 
 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 Temple Sholom Endowment Fund 
  Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund  
 Temple Sholom Wish List Donation 
 Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities 
 Unrestricted Temple Donation 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Rahway, N.J. 

Permit No. 712 

TEMPLE SHOLOM 
1925 LAKE AVENUE 
SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

DATED MAIL 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 

 
 A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities 

 For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple     
youth. 

 Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund 
 Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 

 For teacher education workshops 
 Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  

 For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the 
Religious School 

 Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
 For special & adult eduation programs 

 Religious School Equipment Fund 
 To purchase equipment for the Religious School 

 Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning 
 To support and publicize lifelong learning 

 Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships 
 The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School 

 To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or music  
     programming 

TEMPLE SHOLOM FUNDS (Please Indicate One)
The following are funds that members of Temple Sholom have created to encourage activities by and  
for members of the congregation and the surrounding community. Named tributes (minimum of $15)  

as well as regular donations are welcome

I would like to donate 0 $18 0 $36 0 $54 0 Other $ ____ to the fund marked below in
0 Honor / 0 Memory of ______________________ By ___________________ 

0 My check is enclosed 0 Please bill my Temple account (Temple members only)

EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
0  A. A. Null/ Lang Kodesh Fund for Youth Activities  

For leadership training and other worthwhile activities for Temple youth.

0  Chai Campership Fund 
To support our youth in attending Jewish camp & travel to Israel 

0  Education Inclusion Fund 
  Funds staffing and resources to support successful inclusion of children 
with special needs in educational programs

0  Irving Bussel Fund for the Benefit of the Religious School 
For teacher education workshops 

0  Goldschein/J. Schwartz Confirmation Trip Scholarship Fund

0  Ellen J. Berman Fund for Temple Sholom Alumnil to maintain 
connection with children of the congregation in college or elsewhere

0  Sandra & Daniel Berman Fund for Lifelong Learners  
to fund Jewish study or experiences for Temple members over 40

0  Norman & Iris Pianko Innovative Education Fund  
For innovative programs for teachers and/or students of the  
Religious School

0  Rabbi Nathanson Adult Education Fund  
For special & adult eduation programs

0  Religious School Equipment Fund  
To purchase equipment for the Religious School

0  Ruth Rutenberg Fund for Lifelong Learning  
To support and publicize lifelong learning

0  Sarah Fund For Religious School Scholarships

0  The Dreier Family Fund for the Religious School  
To enhance the Religious School through art, theater, or  
music programming

GENERAL FUNDS
0  Building Beautification Fund

0  Cantor’s Discretionary Fund

0  Congregants’ Emergency Fund  
To provide short term financial aid to members in dire straits

0  Frances & William Goldstein Library Fund  
To purchase & repair publications, books & equipment

0  Hospitality Fund

0  Litner/Podolier Membership Assistance Fund

0  Marie Fuss Senior Citizen Fund  
To provide an annual special program for this membership group

0  Mortgage Retirement Fund

0  Music Fund To enhance music at the Temple

0  Prayerbook Fund

0  Harold Schwartz Presidents’ Discretionary Fund  
To be used by the President for/to the benefit of the Temple

0  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

0  Temple Sholom Endowment Fund  
Initial Funding from Harold Schwartz President’s Fund

0  Temple Sholom Wish List Donation

0  Tzedakah Fund for Social Action & Caring Committee Activities

0  Unrestricted Temple Donation
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Sandra & Daniel Berman Fund for Lifelong Learners - to fund Jewish study or  
experiences for Temple members over 40

This fund is designed to help those who, like the sage Hillel, embrace Jewish study later in life.    
Temple members over the age of 40 who would like to participate in in-person learning programs - either 
run by the URJ or other Jewish institutions, or Jewish learning travel (such as themed Israel trips) to enable 
congregants to have increased opportunity to grow their love of Judaism and yiddishkeit in the spirit of San-
dra and Daniel Berman - who loved the Jewish people as a whole and loved Jewish people.

Ellen J. Berman Fund for Temple Sholom Alumni - to maintain connection with children 
of the congregation who are in college or elsewhere

This fund is designed to remind the children of Temple Sholom that, even though they may no longer be a 
regular physical presence at the Temple, they are still remembered and loved.  The fund is designed to offset 
costs for packages sent to Temple Sholom college students and other young alumni, ideally for the High 
Holidays, for Chanukah, and for Purim/Pesach.  They may choose to return as adults or find other Jewish 
communities as they grow, but in a time when young people are developing their lifelong habits,  
commitments, and priorities, this connection will serve to remind them of their Jewish origins and our  
best wishes for their Jewish futures. 

NEW EDUCATION & SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS 


