
Temple Shalom Board of Trustees Meeting 

September 13, 2022     7:30pm    In Person 

Members Present: 

Martin Gitlin  

Matthew Spergel   

Cecilia Mesh   

Dan Guller    

Jeffrey Pivor  

Howard Seiler  

Lisa Hayes   

Lory Rothstein   

Ed Abrams  

Eric Przybisiki  

Lisa Pomeranz  

John Church     

Stephen Philipson  

Marcus Forman  

Steven Kaplan 

 

Others Present: 

 

Rabbi/Cantor Shirah Sklar  

Rabbi Jason Greenberg  

Stacey Cohen  

 

Rabbi/Cantor Shirah Sklar delivers the opening prayer. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Martin Gitlin reports that we have an exciting year ahead, with the overall objective being to provide our 

members with a reason to come back.  We spent a few years adapting to changing times, and now we 

want to be proactive as possible.  We are also focused on helping develop new leadership from within the 

congregation, expanding the circle of people who get involved and can assist.  As for new content, in 

additional to special events, Rabbi Lipson will be beginning a podcast series with interesting congregants 

who have amazing stories to tell.  The clergy have been working extremely hard, creating a buzz, and an 

atmosphere of inclusion.  Marty also introduces new Board member Steve Kaplan.  Finally, Marty 

mentions a big event in February to celebrate the installation of Rabbi/Cantor Shirah Sklar.           

CLERGY / STAFF REPORTS 

Rabbi/Cantor Shirah Sklar reports regarding a flurry of activity at the Temple as for the first time in three 

years we begin the process of everyone coming back in person for the high holidays.  We will have masked 

sections for services and when people are out of their seats, although they will otherwise be optional 

while seated.  It is important to help people get acclimated back to normal life, as we continue to think of 



ways to develop membership.   She discusses the calendar of upcoming events, as well as the new Merkaz 

Hebrew High School program.          

Rabbi Jason Greenberg provides a religious school update describing it as beginning as a well-oiled 

machine.  There are class parents for every classroom, we have met with or Israeli emissary who will meet 

us with nine times, and we have updated our organized system of communication which has really 

improved.  We have also had a handful of new families attending religious school.  There were two recent 

well attended movie events.  Finally, apart from religious school, and speaking as Rabbi about the temple 

as a whole and what makes Temple Shalom better or different, for him it comes down to the attention 

and care that all of us give.   What you see at a service is just the tip of the iceberg, but what you don’t 

see unless you’ve been through the process with us, is the time spent behind the scenes, which often goes 

unnoticed.         

Executive Director Stacey Cohen begins her report regarding the preschool, and it has been a very strong 

start, with teachers passionate about everything running smoothly.  We are packed with numbers, more 

than ever before.  We are doing all we can to think of ideas to bolster Temple membership, including 

creation of a few social circles to get people involved in something other than only going to services as 

this is a significant draw for membership, circles such as a dog walking group, wellness group, etc. 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

Chelsea Cohen BBYO – Samantha Przybisiki and Ariel Levine speak about what they do with BBYO, what 

BBYO does, their plans and upcoming events for the year, and the avoidance of BBYO misconceptions.     

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Marketing & Communications Committee – Ed Abrams reports that as we start a new year we will try to 

take a fresh approach from a marketing perspective, utilizing social media and other ideas.   

Finance Committee – Cecilia Mesh provides a quick recap indicating that as of the end of last fiscal year 

we ended flat which was good, and we are doing well out of the gate.  There is excellent programming, 

brand new ideas, and we have to keep the momentum rolling.  So far so good.        

Preschool Committee – Lory Rothstein reports that the parent handbook is almost complete, and they 

will be beginning a room parent program this fall.   

Advancement Committee – Lory Rothstein reports regarding our fund-raising schedule which has been 

worked out for the year, beginning with the Kol Nidre appeal, a new fall event, the February event for 

Rabbi/Cantor Sklar, the Gala, and the Rabbi/Cantor’s concert.        

Building Committee – Steve Phillipson reports that we have a new heating and air conditioning unit in the 

sanctuary.  Unfortunately, there are some issues with the old unit in the social hall, so we are beginning 

to work those out, and will minimize any impact on high holiday services.  A second item is the social hall 

floor water damage that eventually needs to be addressed.     

Ritual Committee – John Church speaks as to Board member representation at Bar and Bat  Mitzvah’s 

which is almost fully accounted for.  He also speaks as to the need for high holiday assistance with 

greeters, etc.    

Youth & Education – Lisa Hayes reports regarding involvement with beginning the class parent program.   



Broadcast Studio – Marty provides a report regarding the status of our new Broadcast studio, the control 

room for which is almost complete.  Marty has gotten great response to his request to begin a committee 

for that, and we will be working on ways in which this could be a source of generating revenue.   

BOARD DECISION ITEMS 

Lory Rothstein makes a motion to approve the Board meeting minutes from June 7, 2022, motion 

seconded by Dan Guller, unanimously approved.   

Eric Przybisiki reports regarding the nominating committee’s nomination of Karen Cummins to join the 

Board.  She is a marketing professional who will be involved with marketing committee.  The nominating 

committee makes the motion, Jeff Pivor seconds, unanimously approved.     

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

A discussion is held regarding our availability policy of high holiday guest tickets and a plan for next year.   

A discussion is held regarding the November 6, 2022 Board workshop that Marty has planned in order for 

us all to learn and bond together.  

Eric Przybisiki makes a motion to move into executive session, Lory Rothstein seconds.    

Out of executive session, Dan Guller moves to adjourn the meeting, Lory Rothstein seconds, unanimously 

approved.    

Adjourned at 9:47 pm 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Matthew Spergel 

Secretary 


