
DREIDEL FOR NEW AND EXPERIENCED PLAYERS 
The four sides of the dreidel bear four Hebrew letters: nun, 
gimel, hei, and shin.  These letters are translated from Yiddish 
for the game.  Over time, the letters were reinterpreted to 
stand for the first letter of each word in the phrase Neis gadol 
hayah sham or “A great miracle happened there.”  This refers 
to the defeat of the Syrian army and the re-dedication of the 
Temple. Begin by putting into a “kitty” a certain number of gelt, 
coins, or other small objects.  Each player spins the dreidel and 
proceeds according to THE RULES.  The winner is the person 
who collects all the playing pieces.  Charitable twist:  Everyone 
puts money in the kitty, and the winner gets to choose where 
to donate it.  

For more information:  https://reformjudaism.org/hanukkah

BARBARA MOSS’S POTATO LATKES 
freezeable for convenience 

5 lbs. potatoes, peeled, in cold water           
2-3 medium onions, peeled

2-3 large eggs
¼ cup flour or matzah meal       

salt and pepper to taste
vegetable oil

GRATE potatoes and onions with fine grater by hand or with 
food processor. MIX together to prevent potatoes from 
discoloring. PRESS grated potatoes and onion in kitchen towel 
to get as much liquid as possible out of mixture. CATCH liquid 
in small bowl. RETURN sediment to large bowl with shredded 
potatoes and onions. BLEND potato/onion mixture, eggs, 
matzah meal, salt and pepper. HEAT 1 inch of oil in frying pan 
until shimmering or 350°F. DROP 1 tablespoon of mixture for 
small latke into skillet and FRY, turning only once. When 
golden, DRAIN on paper towels. SERVE with sour cream or 
applesauce. ENJOY! 

Watch a cooking video of the recipe 
and learn more about

celebrating Chanukah at: 
kamii.org/chanukah

THE RULES

נ (nun) = nisht (nothing) = DO NOTHING

ג (gimel) = gants (all) = TAKE ALL

halb (half) = TAKE HALF = (hei) ה

shtel ayn (put in) = PUT IN 2 = (shin) ש

We are taught that the human soul 
is the light of the Eternal (Psalm 20:77), 
and the way that we live is how we can 

shine light into other’s lives. Although we 
are not physically together this year, may 
our own Chanukah lights shine brightly,  
inspiring all who see them to live justly 

and share love with all humankind. 




