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B’nai Israel Jewish Center  

Building Reopening & Covid Protocols 
July 8, 2021 

 

Our Executive and Ritual Committees have been hard at work throughout the pandemic, devising 

effective strategies to keep our community as safe as possible.  

 

If you have not yet received a vaccination, we strongly encourage you to follow the advice 

of medical professionals and receive a vaccination if eligible. 

 

The Ritual Committee has adopted new rules, effective immediately. Please note, these rules 

apply only to healthy adults and children.  

 

Only those vaccinated or children under 12 may attend any meeting or function in the 

building. 

There is no eating or drinking for synagogue functions allowed indoors at this point.  

 

 Masks are required for everyone attending any meeting or function at the building and 

must be worn at all times by adults and children over the age of two. Face masks must 

completely cover nose and mouth and have ear loops or similar to hold in place. Gaiters and 

bandanas are not acceptable. We will not require social distancing, but encourage you to 

continue to practice social distancing where possible.    

 

Before you leave home, please self-assess your health by considering the following questions:    

1. Within the past 10 days, have you been diagnosed with, or tested positive for, COVID-

19?  

2. In the past 10-14 days, have you had close contact with anyone who has COVID-19, 

during their contagious period?  

3. In the last 24 hours, including today, have you had any of the symptoms below, that is 

new or not explained by another condition?  

o A cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing?  

o A fever of 100.4°F/38°C or higher?  

o Chills, fatigue, or muscle and body aches?  

o Headache or a sore throat?  

o A persistent runny nose?  

o Diarrhea?  

o A sudden loss of taste or smell?  

4. Have you or anyone in your household travelled overseas and returned within the last two 

weeks? 

 

By entering the building, you acknowledge that you have reviewed and answered “no” to all 

these questions. Please review them, and if you answer yes to any, you will be asked to return 

another day and participate by Zoom. 
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SHABBAT SERVICES 

Shabbat Services will continue to be hybrid (both in-person and via Zoom) in the Sanctuary. 

There will be no need for pre-registration. We will make every attempt to create airflow utilizing 

windows, doors and fans. Persons who have been fully vaccinated and children under 12 years 

old are invited to sit in the Sanctuary. Masks must be worn at all times by adults and children 

over the age of two. Those who have not been vaccinated or those uncomfortable sitting inside in 

are invited to attend services via Zoom. Persons who are unvaccinated with a medical 

exemption and have tested Covid-negative within 72 hours prior to arrival may sit in the 

Sanctuary at the discretion of the rabbi or leader in charge. Please email concerns to 

rabbi@bnaiisrael.net by 5 p.m. Friday. 

 

WE WILL CONTINUE TO OFFER SERVICES ONLINE THROUGH ZOOM. 

 

KIDDUSH 

We will not be having food following services yet but plan to begin when the time is appropriate. 

 

RESTROOMS 

Restrooms will be available for single occupancy only, except for (small children for example) 

when assistance is required.  

 

YOUTH PROGRAMS 

Children are welcome to sit in services with their parents (with masks). When youth programs 

are provided, weather permitting, they will be held in the backyard. When childcare for 

preschool age children is provided, weather permitting, it will be in the backyard. No snacks will 

be provided. Children over age two must wear a mask at all times. 

 

We strongly encourage each activity and committee to poll its members/participants to 

determine whether to return to in-person sessions or to remain on Zoom. 

 

OFFICE AND GIFT SHOP 

The office is open M-F from 9-1. Masks are required for entry into the building. Anyone 

volunteering at the building must be fully vaccinated (two weeks after the final vaccine). The 

Gift Shop is open during office hours.  

 

HIGH HOLY DAYS 

The Ritual Committee has formulated a preliminary set of guidelines for High Holy Days (Sep 6-

8 and Sep 15-16). These guidelines are subject to change as the Holy Days approach.   

 

High Holiday services will take place in the Community Room and Sanctuary. Attendance will 

be open to BIJC members by reservation with a maximum of 75. After a prescribed date, non-

members will be offered seats up to the maximum. Members are advised to register before 

August 27 to reserve a spot. Masks must be worn at all times.  

 

As with Shabbat Services, all vaccinated congregants and those under age 12 are invited to sit in 

the room in which the service take place. Those that are unvaccinated or uncomfortable in a large 

group, are invited to attend via Zoom.  
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We all rejoice for the return to some semblance of normalcy.  But we remain cautious -- these 

rules are subject to change.  Thank you so much for your patience and understanding. 

 

 


