
November 1, 2019/3 Cheshvan 5780 

Dear Chevreh, 

Dry winds whipping wildfires into “red flag” conditions in California. 

Extreme warming causing islands to crumble into the sea. We read about 

or experience worrying conditions across the world each day. Perma-

culturist and co-founder of Explora-Torah Elizabeth Yaari said, “When 

the world was destroyed Noah came out of the ark, built an altar, planted 

a vineyard and got under-the-table, stripped-down-to-the-flesh plastered 

drunk. I wonder what destruction he witnessed. Deep down I kind of 

know as I experience it today. Eco-Grief is real.” 

Eco-grief may be real, but so is denial. Rabbinic legend teaches that the 

ark took Noah 120 years to build, giving plenty of time for onlookers to 

ask about his actions, understand the impending calamity, and repent, 

which didn’t come to pass. 

We know that there are forces of nature that are greater than ourselves 

and to which humanity has always been vulnerable. But as moderns, we 

know that we are contributing to a climate disaster with our actions. We 

are meant to be shomrei adamah, guardians of the earth. A midrash 

teaches that God took the first human to see the beauties of creation and 

told humanity not to despoil or destroy the world, for if humanity did so, 

there would be no one after to restore it. 

In our Torah portion we learn that God has taken an oath not to bring 

another flood to destroy the world. It is up to us now. Will we allow 

climate disasters to continue, or will we rise to meet the greatest 

challenge of our time? The fires are burning and the waters are rising, 

and we must act before it is too late. We must be the stewards of the 

world. 



Let us continue to educate ourselves, agitate for change and elect leaders 

who put the climate crisis at the top of the agenda. 

I look forward to seeing you this evening at 6:15 for a potluck dinner. 

Shabbat services are from 7:00pm– 8:00 pm. Rabbi Jonah Rank, the new 

Shul School director, will be offering words of Torah in his Hineini 

(Here I am) talk. A festive Oneg will follow in his honor. 

Shabbat shalom, 

Rabbi Diana 


