
November 8, 2019/10 Cheshvan 5780 

Dear hevreh, 

This Shabbat we approach 81 year since Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass. On November 9, 1938, 

widespread violence signaled an escalation in the Nazi reign of terror. During this nation-wide German 

pogrom, Jewish shops, homes, synagogues and schools were destroyed and burned. Thousands of Jews 

were terrorized, violated, and sent to concentration camps. Some were beaten to death. It was a turning 

point in Hitler’s persecution of Jews, and paved the way for the genocide of six million Jews. 

We must never ignore troubling signs of hate. Frighteningly, we are witnessing an increase in anti-

Semitic acts in Brooklyn, on college campuses and other places in our country, and across the world in 

places such as France, Sweden, Hungary and elsewhere. In order to defend the Jewish people and the 

values we stand for as Jews, we must continue to fight any threats to our democracy, including, as the 

Anti-Defamation League puts it, “bias in schools and in the criminal justice system, terrorism, hate 

crimes, coercion of religious minorities, and contempt for anyone who is different.” Our freedom is 

intertwined with the freedom of others in our country. 

In this week’s Torah portion, Parashat Lech L’cha, Avram and Sarai set out on a journey, leaving what is 

known and following the call to go forth. While a traditional translation of Lech L’cha is to “go forth,” if 

we examine the Hebrew more carefully, we discover additional layers of meaning. Lech L’cha can mean 

“go to yourself.” This parshah reminds us that our journey is both outward – where and how do we 

move through the world, and what do we hope to achieve? – and inward – how does our path sharpen 

who we are, who we become, and help us become more ourselves? 

As Jews, we are called to move deeper into our sources through through prayer, through study of Torah, 

through acts of justice and loving kindness, and through an identification with our people. As humans, 

we are called to look into our own places of pain, woundedness, reactivity, and ignorance, and root out 

false stories, stereotypes and hatred, clearing the way for skillful, effective action. We must go inward 

courageously in order to have the clarity of mind and purpose to move out of comfort zones and face 

our complex world creatively and passionately. 

One opportunity to deepen our Jewish identification is to take a trip to Israel. This summer, on June 22 – 

July 2, there is going to be a Reconstructionist Journey to Israel, sponsored by seven synagogues in the 

Delaware Valley including our own. Rabbi Anna Boswell-Levy and Rabbi Nathan Martin have organized 

the trip. If several people from our KHN community sign up, I will attend as well. 

Here is a copy of the flyer: 

http://kolemet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Israel-flyer-2020-FINAL.pdf 

Here is a copy of a draft itinerary (some changes may still be necessary): 

http://kolemet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Congregation-Kol-Emet-Itinerary-as-of-July-2.pdf 

http://kolemet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Israel-flyer-2020-FINAL.pdf
http://kolemet.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Congregation-Kol-Emet-Itinerary-as-of-July-2.pdf


If you are interested in or have questions about the trip, please reach out to me at: 

rabbidianamiller@gmail.com 

I look forward to seeing you this evening at 7:30 pm as we welcome secular Israeli peace activist Dr. 

Roni Porat. Tonight’s Oneg is sponsored by Sally and Arnie Feineman and Shelly Friedman in celebration 

of Mark and Sharon Schwartz’ visit this evening from CA! 

Shabbat Zimra services are at 10:00 am tomorrow morning with spirited singing, reading from the Torah 

and discussion followed by a potluck. 

Shabbat shalom, 

Rabbi Diana 
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